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YWCA’S #YWOMENVOTE CAMPAIGN:
YOUR VOICE. YOUR VOTE. YOUR FUTURE.

Background

YWCA is on a mission to register and mobilize 10,000 voters for the 2018 mid-year elections. We know that change starts on the local level—and we know how crucial it is to support women, in particular women and girls of color, this election season and beyond. As one of the oldest and largest women’s organizations in the country, we are committed to doing our part to make sure women get to the polls, and that our experiences and needs are valued, represented and made a priority to those we elect to public office. That’s why we’re working with 200+ YWCAs across 46 states and Washington, D.C. to help build political power in our communities. 

We want to make it possible and easy for you to support voter registration and engagement efforts from wherever you are, and to also share and celebrate a unified message about the importance of women voters! That’s why we’re launching our #YWomenVote social media campaign. We encourage you to utilize the hashtag, share our resources, and participate in our weekly digital efforts. Visit www.ywcavote.org for helpful links and tools and check back regularly for new resources and updates.

Together, let’s work to make sure women’s voices are heard, and that we collectively build a healthy, safe future for us, our families, and our communities.     

What’s the plan?

The #YWomenVote campaign will encourage and uplift women in our communities and networks to share stories about the real reasons they vote and the importance of civic engagement. Across social media and onsite at GOTV events, YWCA will share stories of #YWomenVote and amplify the voices of others engaging in the campaign—we invite you to do the same! From YWCA staff who work long hours to make sure women have a safe place to live, to the teacher putting in her own money to provide school supplies to her students, to the single mom working two jobs to support her family—and everywhere in between—we think these stories deserve to be told. Women know profoundly the importance of showing up to the polls. It’s time our voices are heard. 

How can you participate?

Each week, between now and election day—starting with National Voter Registration Day on September 25th—we will provide you with tools and resources to drive the social media conversation about #YWomenVote. Each week will have specific digital asks and provide a great opportunity for you to highlight your stories, mission, values, and work. 

In general, we are asking you to engage on social media—to share stories and photos that change perspectives and stereotypes about voting. Highlight how you, your colleagues, your organization and partners are agents of change and why you all vote. Stories can be personal, on a specific issue, or can communicate a feeling that voting inspires.

Elections matter and have lasting consequences. Please join us as we show up and show out women and #YWomenVote. 

LET’S GET STARTED!

Week 1: Spotlight YWCA’s new video on National Voter Registration Day

Tuesday, September 25th is National Voter Registration Day—and there’s no better day to kick off YWCA’s #YWomenVote campaign than by premiering our BRAND NEW video that highlights #YWomenVote and encourages people to register to vote. YWCA will be officially premiering the video at 1:00 p.m. ET and kicking off the campaign with a Twitter storm from 1:00-2:00 p.m. ET. We need YOUR help to get the word out and make this launch a success!   

Here’s what we need you to do:

· Share YWCA’s new video—through your social media accounts, your website, and with your partners—any time after 1:00 p.m. ET on September 25th!

· Video link: https://youtu.be/gpK6EG7pU4U 
· Note: The video will officially “premiere” and go live at 1:00 p.m. ET. 
· Use our sample posts to get started:

· Facebook: 
· Women are difference-makers. Time and time again, it is women who show up, step up, and do the work to create real, positive change. That’s why it is so important that women’s experiences and needs are valued, represented and made a priority to those we elect to public office. This is “Your Voice. Your Vote. Your Future.” https://youtu.be/gpK6EG7pU4U
· When women show up, anything is possible! Let’s work to make sure women’s voices are heard at the polls, and that we collectively build a healthy, safe future for us, our families, and our communities. https://youtu.be/gpK6EG7pU4U   




· Twitter:
· When women #vote, we create real, positive change through our actions, through our voices, and through our vote. Watch @YWCAUSA’s new video and get inspired! https://youtu.be/gpK6EG7pU4U #YWomenVote
· Women are change-makers—in our families, our workplaces, our communities, and our country. Let’s work to make sure our voices are heard at the polls! https://youtu.be/gpK6EG7pU4U @YWCAUSA #YWomenVote

· YWCA USA will share the video on our Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and website once the video is live. Please make sure you’re following us on these platforms, and feel free to repost, share, and amplify any of our posts!

· Join YWCA for a #YWomenVote Twitter storm from 1:00-2:00 p.m. ET on September 25th

· We want to celebrate with all of you when we launch the #YWomenVote campaign on Tuesday! Join us live on Twitter (or pre-schedule your tweets) throughout the hour to share the video, encourage voter registration, and talk about #YWomenVote.
· Be sure to include #YWomenVote and tag @YWCAUSA in your posts. If you’d like, please also include the link to our easy-to-use voter page: www.ywcavote.org
· Use our sample tweets and graphics to get started—but please feel free to add your own messages! 

Twitter storm sample tweets:

The number of female voters has exceeded the number of male voters in every presidential election since 1964. Why? Because women’s issues matter. Let’s keep up the momentum! Register to vote and make sure your voice is heard. #YWomenVote @YWCAUSA https://youtu.be/gpK6EG7pU4U 

We know that women of color have always led change. Why? Because our lives are at stake. We won’t stop now! Make sure you and your community members are registered to vote TODAY. Visit ywcavote.org. @YWCAUSA #YWomenVote https://youtu.be/gpK6EG7pU4U 

We cannot let men be the decision-makers over our bodies. Now more than ever, it is time for us to make our voices heard. Register to vote today at ywcavote.org. https://youtu.be/gpK6EG7pU4U @YWCAUSA #YWomenVote 

Civic engagement is critical to our lives and our futures. During #NationalVoterRegistrationDay, engage with your communities on the importance of women’s issues and #YWomenVote. @YWCAUSA https://youtu.be/gpK6EG7pU4U 

#YWomenVote: to protect the next generation. Women’s rights matter. Check out @YWCAUSA’s new video: https://youtu.be/gpK6EG7pU4U 

Want to know #YWomenVote? How about to fight for #paidleave & #DreamActNow, to #endDV and #racialprofiling, to say #BlackLivesMatter & #NoMuslimBanEver, among so many other reasons to #vote! https://youtu.be/gpK6EG7pU4U #Election2018 @YWCAUSA

Today is #NationalVoterRegistrationDay! Already registered? Then help register 5 friends! Visit www.ywcavote.org to get started. #YWomenVote @YWCAUSA

Celebrate #NationalVoterRegistrationDay by registering to vote online! It only takes two minutes: www.ywcavote.org #YWomenVote @YWCAUSA

New in town? Name changed recently? Don’t forget to register to vote! There’s still time! Register today: www.ywcavote.org #YWomenVote #GOTV @YWCAUSA

SAVE THE DATE: Remember to #vote on November 6! Need some reasons why? Check out this new video from @YWCAUSA: https://youtu.be/gpK6EG7pU4U #GOTV #YWomenVote 

Women #VOTE in America to have #affordablehousing for their families, for jobs that pay equally, for #smallbiz growth, for good schools, and more! #YWomenVote https://youtu.be/gpK6EG7pU4U @YWCAUSA 

We invest in entire communities when we invest in women and girls. That’s why it’s so crucial that our voices are heard and represented at the polls. Make sure you’re registered to #vote! www.ywcavote.org #YWomenVote  
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