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ABOUT GEORGE R. BROWN CONVENTION CENTER & Houstonf rst.

The George R. Brown Convention Center (GRB) opened in downtown Houston on September 26, 1987. The building’s
namesake, prominent entrepreneur and philanthropist George Rufus Brown (1898-1983), donated six of the 11
blocks that comprise the original campus footprint. Two major expansions have since fransformed the building
and surrounding area. In July 2001, a connected 1,200-room convention headquarters hotel was added, along
with three exhibit halls and more meeting rooms that grew the GRB o 1.8 million square feet. In December 2016, a
second connected 1,000-room hotel was constructed, as was Avenida Plaza, a walkable outdoor event and leisure
space that puts visitors at the center of downtown’s best dining, entertainment, and sporting venues.

Houston First is a local government corporation (HFC) and the official destination marketing organization for the
nation’s fourth largest city. In addition to serving as operator for the George R. Brown Convention Center and
some of Houston’s most prominent art, entertainment, and event venues, HFC is focused on promoting the
city’s vibrancy and rich tapestry of culture. For more information, visit HoustonFirst,com and VisitHouston.com.

HOUSTON FIRST VENUES
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1001 AVENIDA DE LAS AMERICAS, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77010
TOLL FREE: (800) 427-4697 | MAIN: (713) 853-8000 | FAX: (713)853-8090 | EMAIL: grbinfo@houstonfirst.com
WWW.GRBHOUSTON.COM





