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1 Background 
 

This brief document reports on the socio-economic contribution of recreation at sites on the 
Wimmera River. It is derived from a broader assessment of the economic and social contribution 
made by the local weirs, lakes and rivers to the regional economy. The Wimmera River sites were at 
Horsham, Dimboola and Jeparit. 
 

2 Wimmera River Sites 

2.1 Horsham 
The Wimmera River is naturally an inland intermittent river. It rises in the Pyrenees, on the northern 
slopes of the Great Dividing Range, and flows generally north by west and drains into Lake 
Hindmarsh and Lake Albacutya, a series of ephemeral lakes. While they do not directly empty into a 
defined watercourse, this system is part of the catchment in the Murray-Darling basin. 

 
The River weaves through suburban Horsham, with parkland and red gums lining long stretches of 
the river. The Wimmera River is popular for kayaking, canoeing and fishing. Horsham Rowing Club 
has a clubhouse and base on the riverbank. 

 
There are several boat ramps and picnic areas available for use. A healthy number of Horsham 
residents use the riverside pathways for daily exercise routines; walking, jogging, or cycling. The 
Lawrie Rudolph Walk follows the path of the river along its northern bank, and there are several 
designated walking trails encouraging residents and visitors to experience the river, including: 

o The Yanga Track (a 1.2km walk including two boardwalks across the river) 
o Southbank trail 
o Burnt Creek trail 
o Weir Park/Wetlands trail 
o Riverside trail. 

 
There is a vast array of accommodation options in Horsham, including hotels and motels and caravan 
parks well located for access to the river. The number of day users at the Wimmera River at 
Horsham is the greatest of all recreational water facilities in the Wimmera Southern Mallee. 
 
2.2 Dimboola 
The Wimmera River rises in the Pyrenees Ranges near Ararat, flows through Horsham and Dimboola 

and eventually drains into Lake Hindmarsh, a short distance beyond Jeparit. It is the longest land-

locked river in Victoria. In Dimboola, the River flows between the town and the Little Desert. In high 

rainfall years river flow can be large with occasional floods. During times of low rainfall, the weir 

retains water near the town while elsewhere the river becomes a series of pools1.  

Dimboola district was occupied by the Wotjobaluk people prior to white settlement, and when 
settled by Europeans, the prolific branches and tributaries of the Wimmera River led to the town 
being initially called 'Nine Creeks'. An area along and adjacent to the river, near the centre of 
Dimboola is still known as the Nine Creeks run, and this forms part of the recreational water facilities 
of the Wimmera River. Environmental flows have substantially reduced the periods when the river 
has been too low for water to flow. 

 
 
 

                                                           
1 Sourced from Dimboola.com.au  
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There are some private farm stay and camping sites along the Wimmera River in Dimboola 
(particularly in the Horseshoe Bend area), but the main accommodation provision is the Riverside 
Holiday Park owned and operated by Hindmarsh Shire Council. The park has 55 powered sites, a 
flexible range of unpowered sites, and 2 furnished cabins. A further 5 cabins as well as a new 
recreation room were installed in 2017. It is estimated that up to 40% of visitors to the Holiday Park 
are attracted by the river participate in either active or passive activities (ie utilise the amenity of the 
river) during their visit.  

 
In addition to regular swimming, fishing and boating activities on the river, the main river events are 
the Dimboola Fishing Classic (promoted as the Wimmera's only “bank and boat” community-based 
fishing event) and the Rowing Regatta. As a water course which runs through the Dimboola 
township, the Wimmera River has a relatively higher number of passive day users than many other 
Wimmera Southern Mallee recreational water facilities.  

 
The proposed Wimmera River Discovery Trail walking and cycling trail along the Wimmera River 
(Stage 1 between Dimboola and Jeparit) will add another tourism attraction intrinsically related to 
the Wimmera River. 
 
2.3 Jeparit 
The Wimmera River flows through Jeparit as its final town, prior to draining into Lake Hindmarsh. It 
flows alongside the Jeparit township. 

 
Prior to white settlement the Jeparit area was occupied by the Gromiluk (part of the Wotjobaluk 
people). Explorer Edward Eyre camped at Lake Hindmarsh in 1838 while searching for an overland 
route from Melbourne to Adelaide, and the land, which included the site of Jeparit townsite, was 
taken up by Robert von Stieglitz in 1846. The Edward John Eyre Heritage River Walk follows 
alongside the river through town.  
 
There are many camping sites along the Wimmera River around Jeparit, and the main 
accommodation provision is the Jeparit Caravan Park, owned and operated by Hindmarsh Shire 
Council. The park has large powered and unpowered sites, barbecues, laundry, toilet and showers 
facilities. There are also cabins now available. As in Dimboola, the river runs through the Jeparit 
township, and has a relatively high number of both active and passive day users. The annual Jeparit 
Fishing Competition is the major local event using the river.  

 

2 Wimmera River Recreational Visitation and Usage 

Estimated recreational water users in 2016-17 at three Wimmera River sites (shown in Table 1) 

were:  

- Overnight visitors:  7,477 
- Visit nights:   22,970 
- Local active participation2 (people using the water facility as a day trip destination for 

fishing, swimming, boating, picnicking on the banks): 21,286 
- Local passive participation3 (people engaged in an activity using the foreshore or trails 

around the water facility due to its amenity, such as walking, cycling, jogging): 82,241 
 

 
 
 

                                                           
2 Participation includes multiple usage (ie people are counted each time they participate) 
3 Participation includes multiple usage (ie people are counted each time they participate)  
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Table 1 
 

Recreational Water Facility Visit Nights/ 
Person Nights 

Overnight 
Visitors 

Active 
Day 
Users 

Passive 
Day Users 

Wimmera River - Horsham 10,429 3,401 13,510 61,446 

Wimmera River – Dimboola 8,197 2,801 6,380 13,680 

Wimmera River – Jeparit 4,344 1,275 1,396 7,295 

Total: Wimmera River Sites 22,970 7,477 21,286 82,421 

 

Activities and amenity provided at the Wimmera River sites are well suited to residents and visitors 
‘for a lifetime’, with good levels of participation across all age ranges. The time-poor, health 
conscious age cohort of 25 to 44 years is the largest user group (taking advantage of amenity, 
walking and cycling paths, and river activities for family outings). 

 
Figure 1 Age Structure of Interviewed Wimmera River Recreational Water Users 

 
 
People from all ‘walks of life’, or occupational classifications are attracted to the Wimmera River. 
Figure 2 indicates that the largest occupational groupings for interviewed water users were, in 
order: 

- Professionals 
- Trades and construction workers 
- Retirees 
- Farming  
- Managers 
- Students. 
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Figure 2 Occupations of Interviewed Wimmera River Water Users 

 
 
Fishing was the most popular Wimmera River activity among people interviewed in 2017, with 
walking, running and exercising along the river were the activities in which people participated 
most frequently (ie the passive day users group). Figure 3 provides a summary of the activities 
undertaken by interviewees and it is of note that, while interviews were undertaken across the 
Autumn months (March to May), entrants at the major fishing competition events in Horsham 
and Jeparit made up a significant proportion of the total sample. There were 543 participants 
interviewed at the three Wimmera River sites.   
 
Males were in the majority of water users interviewed at Horsham and Dimboola, while females 
interviewees were greater in Jeparit:  

o Wimmera River – Dimboola (Males: 63.0%)  
o Wimmera River – Horsham (Males 52.0%) 
o Wimmera River – Jeparit (Females 59.2%) 
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Figure 3 Activities at the Wimmera River: Interviewees in 2016-17 

 
3 Economic Contribution 

The total estimated regional economic contribution from the 3 Wimmera River sites, shown in 
Figures 4 and 5, was $4.75 million in 2016-17. Estimated economic contributions of the water 
facilities to their respective local areas was: 

o Hindmarsh Shire:   $1.269 million 
o Horsham Rural City:  $3.480 million 

 
Figure 4 Estimated Recreational Water Economic Contribution to Local Areas: Wimmera 

River, 2016-17: ($'000) 
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RECREATIONAL WATER 
USERS 

Figure 5 2016-17 Estimated Recreational Water Economic Contribution: Wimmera River 
 

 

 

 $1.774 million 
 
 
 
 
 $1.408 million 
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 $4.749 million 
 

 

 

4 Community and Social Contribution  

The value of recreational water users’ health contribution has been estimated based on the 
prevention of chronic diseases (such as breast cancer, coronary heart disease, diabetes, bowel 
cancer and stroke). The mental health benefits are derived from the prevention of anxiety and 
depression. 

 
Calculated total health benefits from participation at Wimmera River sites in 2016-17 include: 

- Physical: Annual benefit:  $2,326,518 
- Mental benefit:   $   180,869 
- Total annual health benefit  $2,507,387 

 
Water facilities have been identified as important community assets and directly contribute to 
improving the quality of life (both physical and mental) of residents and visitors. As walking and 
swimming are usually conducted in casual or informal settings, access to lakes and water facilities 
(and their surrounds) encourage and support participation in physical activity.  
 
On average, recreational water users exceed the Australian Government guidelines for moderate 
intensity physical activity each week. The upper end of the scale recommended scale, suggests an 
average of 5 hours per week of moderate intensity activity (such as brisk walking, swimming, cycling 
or rowing). This average was exceeded by Wimmera Southern Mallee residents at all three 
Wimmera River sites, as shown in Table 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPLIERS AND EVENTS AT 
WIMMERA RIVER SITES 

BUSINESS AND 

MULTIPLIER EFFECTS 

TOTAL REGIONAL ECONOMIC 

CONTRIBUTION 
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Table 2 Lifestyle Characteristics of Wimmera River Recreational Water Users (average 

hours per week dedicated to lifestyle choices) 
 

Recreational Water 
Facility 

Exercising 
(playing 
sport, 
walking, 
swimming, 
etc - 
including 
any training 
or practice 
sessions) 

Assisting or 
supporting a 
family 
member, 
children, or 
team in 
their sport 
or 
recreation 
activities 

Volunteering 
for local 
sporting clubs 

Volunteering 
for other 
community 
organisations 

Watching 
television 

Keeping up 
to date 
online or on 
social 
media 
(facebook, 
twitter, etc) 

Dimboola - Wimmera 
River 

6.7 3.6 3.8 3.3 10.4 12.3 

Wimmera River 
Horsham 

9.2 8.8 3.0 3.5 13.3 5.3 

Wimmera River Jeparit 9.4 8.2 3.1 3.5 13.3 8.5 

TOTAL All WSM 
Facilities 

8.4 6.5 4.8 4.2 11.8 7.7 

 
Health and wellbeing satisfaction self-assessments were scored on a scale of 1 to 10 with 10 being 
the highest level of satisfaction. Results are presented in Table 3. 
 
Table 3 Health and Wellbeing Satisfaction Ratings: Wimmera River Recreational Water 

Users 2016-17 
 

 Your 
health 

Your 
standard 
of living 

What you 
are 
currently 
achieving 
in life 

Your 
relationships 
with friends 
and family 

How safe 
you feel 

Feeling 
part of 
your 
community 

Your 
future 
security 

Dimboola - 
Wimmera River 

7.1 6.4 7.0 7.8 7.6 6.7 5.4 

Wimmera River 
Horsham 

8.3 9.2 8.4 9.1 9.2 8.2 8.5 

Wimmera River 
Jeparit 

8.0 8.1 8.4 8.9 8.9 9.0 8.5 

 
The Wimmera River communities are rated highly as places to live, inclusive, and with a good 
outlook, as shown in Table 4. The average scores in which each average score exceeds the regional 
average (including 21 other recreational water facilities) are indicated in green shading.   
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Table 4  Resident Recreational Water User Ratings of Community Attributes 
 

  Dimboola - 
Wimmera River 

Wimmera 
River 
Horsham 

Wimmera 
River Jeparit 

TOTAL All WSM 
Facilities 

My community is a great place to live 5.4 6.7 6.5 6.4 

The community copes well when faced with 
challenges 

5.2 6.2 5.6 6.1 

I feel proud to live in the community 6.2 6.5 6.2 6.4 

The community has a bright future 5.5 5.9 4.7 5.7 

There is good community spirit 5.6 6.1 6.3 6.1 

Local groups and organisations are good at 
getting things done 

5.5 5.8 4.9 5.9 

Some individuals get left out of the community 4.1 4 3.3 3.7 

There is a lot of disagreement between people in 
the community 

2.4 3.7 3.8 3 

I attend community events such as farmers' 
markets, festivals and shows 

5.5 6.1 5.1 5.3 

I take part in community-based organisations (eg 
Rotary, Lions, CWA) 

4.5 4.5 4.7 4.1 

I take part in sports groups or teams 5.3 4.5 5 5.1 

I feel part of my community 6 6.3 6.2 6.2 

Local businesses in my town are doing well at 
the moment 

4.2 5.3 3.5 5 

 
 

4 Case Studies: Horsham and Jeparit Fishing Competitions  

The annual fishing competitions at the Wimmera, in Horsham and Jeparit4 are significant events in 
the local calendar; the former held on the Labour Day long weekend in March and the latter during 
the Easter Weekend. In 2017: 

- The Horsham Fishing competition had 1,939 entrants of which 58% stayed in the City 
(near the river, in commercial accommodation or with friends or relatives). Figure 6(a) 
reveals 30.1% of participants were residents of Horsham town area, and another 6.4% 
were from elsewhere in the Rural City of Horsham. Over 50% of Fishing Competition 
participants were from somewhere else in country Victoria, Melbourne or interstate. 
Figure 6(b) gives more insight into the economic significance of the Fishing Competition, 
showing the distribution of people including overnight stays at or near the river, as part 
of their involvement, with Country Victoria and Melbourne being the most significant 
origins of participants.  
 

- The Jeparit Fishing Competition had 441 entrants of which 39% stayed in the town (and 
another 20% stayed elsewhere in the Wimmera Southern Mallee as part of a visit to the 
area).  Figure 6 indicates that 12% of fishing competition entrants were local Jeparit 
residents, a further 19% lived elsewhere in Hindmarsh Shire and 36% were residents of 
another part of the Wimmera Southern Mallee region. A total of 33% (or 146 entrants) 
were visitors from another region; country Victoria, Melbourne and interstate.  

 
  

                                                           
4 There is a fishing competition at Dimboola, the Dimboola Fishing Classic; a bank and boat competition usually conducted in November. It 
was not included in the 2017 assessment. 
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Figure 6 (a) Residential Location of Horsham Fishing Club Participants, 2017 

 
 
 
 
Figure 6 (b) Overnight Visitor Participants in Horsham Fishing Competition 
 

 
Figure 7 Jeparit Fishing Competition Participants  

 
The overall estimated economic contribution from the two fishing competitions is summarised in 
Figure 7. 
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FISHING COMPETITION 
PARTICIPANTS 

Figure 7 2016-17 Estimated Recreational Water Economic Contribution: Horsham and 
Jeparit Fishing Competitions 
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