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WDA transformation continues: 5 new directors appointed 
Wimmera Development Association (WDA), the peak economic development organisation for the 
Wimmera Southern Mallee region, is continuing its transformation journey by appointing 5 skills based 
directors to join the WDA Board.  

The current board after a very competitive recruiting process have appointed Ann Adams, Kath Buden 
Julia Hausler, Saurabh Mishra and Mark Williams. These five join the board members from each of the 
Member LGA’s Trevor Domaschenz, West Wimmera; Kevin Erwin, Northern Grampians; Robyn Gulline, 
Horsham Rural City; Melanie Albrecht, Hindmarsh; Tom Hamilton, Yarriambiack; and Independent 
Chair Paul Geyer. 

Ann Adams joined Emmetts as Chief Financial Officer in November 2021 based at their head office in 
Horsham. Prior to joining Emmetts Ann was a senior executive ElectraNet; A large private Electrical 
Transmission company based in South Australia. Ann has spent a number of years involved in both 
working and on the board of groups involved in Early Childhood education. 

Kath Buden is a consultant who until recently worked in State government facilitating investment in 
affordable housing and overseeing innovative housing investment models to deliver housing solutions 
for communities. 

Julia Hausler farms north of Warracknabeal and is currently a Director of GrainGrowers and has been 
a director of Rural North West Health. She is passionate about rural communities and their 
development. 

Saurabh Mishra is an entrepreneur and investor with 20+ years' track record of innovating global scale 
solutions in healthcare and tourism. Saurabh is keen to see quick wins in our regions roadmap to net 
zero as documented in the Grampians New Energy Taskforce plan.  

Mark Williams is committed to the prosperity of the Wimmera Mallee region. He is a previous Chair of 
Wimmera Health Care Group and spent almost 15 years on that board. Mark has previously been 
involved of the governance of WDA. 

Following its recent transformation of WDA from an Association established 30 years ago to a Not-
for-Profit Company Limited by Guarantee now enters its next phase. WDA now enters a strategic 
planning process to set the direction for the organisation for the coming years. It is an exciting time 
for the region and the organisation as our region is primed to grow and build on the population 
growth that has occurred over the last two years. 

WDA Chair Mr Paul Geyer, welcomes the new directors, saying the appointments bring great skills and 
capability to our region and their skills align with WDA priorities we are currently working on. 
Increasing Housing, improving healthcare outcomes for our region’s residents, Increased access to 
Childcare activating Tourism opportunities Supporting our region to net zero, increasing the job 
opportunities and the number of people living in the region are all skills and capability that the new 
board members bring. These skills complement the existing skills the LGA member board members 



 

bring in Health, Agriculture, Regional Development, Tourism, Circular economy, Infrastructure 
planning, Community Leadership and Governance.  

"It is a dynamic mix of skills well suited to grasp and facilitate the opportunities our region has." Mr 
Geyer said.  

Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of WDA, Chris Sounness, "Our organisation is well positioned to transform 
how regional development is undertaken.  

"This is an exciting time for us as we focus on innovation, modernisation and ensuring we continue to 
support collaboration across the many businesses and organisations in the WSM. 

"The Wimmera Southern Mallee is positioning itself as a go-ahead region where businesses can grow 
and are supported to expand. WDA is now structured to support the regions continued expansion and 
build on the last two years of population growth., Successfully encouraging workers and families to 
move to our region, and ensuring we have the physical and social infrastructure is key so the Wimmera 
Southern Mallee continues to be a great place to raise families and do business. " 

For more information on the Wimmera Development Association, please go to the WDA website 
www.wda.org.au 
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- ENDS  - 
 
About WDA 
 
Wimmera Development Association is the peak economic development organisation for the Wimmera 
Southern Mallee region - encompassing the Horsham Rural City municipality and Hindmarsh, Northern 
Grampians, West Wimmera and Yarriambiack shires. 
 
Wimmera Development Association works with the community and governments to attract new 
investment, further develop existing business and promote the Wimmera's sustainable development 
opportunities - both within and outside the region. 
  
Wimmera Development Association is a vital link between industry and government and has a proven 
track record of advocating for and attracting new development to the region. 
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