Dear <practice owner or supervisor's name>,
I am requesting approval to attend VHMA's Management Exchange, February 18-20, 2027, in Austin, TX. I believe this program is a valuable investment in my professional development and, more importantly, an opportunity to bring practical ideas, strategies, and resources back to the practice.
The Management Exchange is designed specifically for veterinary management professionals and focuses on the real-world challenges we face in leading successful practices. Through interactive education, discussion with industry experts, and exchange with other veterinary managers, I will have the opportunity to explore new approaches to leadership, operations, team management, financial performance, and other areas that directly affect our practice.
Unlike a traditional conference, participation in the Management Exchange is intentionally limited to create a highly interactive learning environment. This provides greater access to speakers and more opportunities to discuss challenges, compare approaches with other management professionals, and identify solutions applicable to my own role.
I expect to return with practical ideas and resources that can help me:
· Strengthen my effectiveness as a manager and leader;
· Identify opportunities to improve practice operations and efficiency;
· Better address team and workplace challenges;
· Learn how other veterinary practices are approaching common management issues;
· Evaluate new strategies, tools, and approaches that may benefit our practice; and
· Build a professional network I can continue to use as a resource after the program.
I will also earn <#> continuing education hours through my participation.
Estimated Investment
· Management Exchange Registration: <$xxx>
· Roundtrip Airfare: <$xxx>
· Ground Transportation/Parking: <$xxx>
· Hotel: <$xxx>
· Additional Meals: <$xxx>
Estimated Total: <$xxx>
The registration fee includes not only the educational program and networking opportunities, but also breakfast on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, and lunch on Thursday and Friday. With five meals included in registration, a significant portion of the typical meal expense associated with conference travel is already covered, reducing the additional cost of attending.
I also want to make sure the value of attending extends beyond my individual professional development. Following the Management Exchange, I will share relevant takeaways, resources, and recommendations with our practice team and identify ideas we can realistically implement.
I would appreciate the opportunity to discuss my attendance and any expectations you would like me to meet as part of this investment. Thank you for considering my request. I believe the Management Exchange will help me return to the practice with new perspectives, stronger management skills, and actionable ideas that can benefit both our team and the business.
Sincerely,

