
 
Mission: Missouri REALTORS® advocate for real property rights, lead in professional excellence and engage all members. 

 
Values: Professionalism — We value the combination of integrity and expertise. Advocacy — We are stewards of the profession, including but not limited to, legislative efforts. 

Inclusive Collaboration — We work with diverse communities internally and externally for the betterment of the profession. 
 

Anti-Trust Policy: All persons affiliated with the real estate industry need to be mindful of the constraints of the anti-trust laws. There shall be no discussions of agreements or 
concerted actions that may restrain competition. This prohibition includes the exchange of information concerning individual REALTOR® commissions, market practice or any other 
competitive aspect of an individual REALTORS® operation. Each Missouri REALTORS® Executive Committee member, Board of Director's member or meeting participant is obligated 

to speak up immediately for the purpose of preventing any discussion falling outside the bounds indicated. 

 

 
Advocacy Meeting 

2025 Fall Business Conference 
September 24, 2025 | 2:00-3:00pm 

Sheraton Westport CHALET 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87624057515  

Chair: Marc Levinson 
Vice Chair: Matt Becker  
Staff Liaison: Erin Hervey  

Welcome and Opening Remarks  

• Introduce Chair, Vice Chair, and Staff Liaison 
• Purpose: The Advocacy Mission Committee is responsible for furthering the State Association’s mission of 

uniting its members to advocate for real property rights in Missouri.  
• We seek to cultivate a culture of belonging where everyone can participate to the full extent of their 

talents and abilities for their personal success and for the success of Missouri REALTORS® 
• Stay Connected with our Community on The Landing 
• 100% RPAC Challenge  
• Introduction 2026 Chair and Vice Chair 

Discussion Topics 

• Jason Zamkus, Legisla ve Update  
• Benjamin Singer, Respect Voters Coalition  
• Missourians For Fair Governance and Fair Taxa on (MFG and MFT) Update 
• Issues Mobilization Request, St. Louis REALTORS® 
• Safer + Simpler Missouri, Maureen McDonnell, Esq., Vice President, Advocacy, AGC of Missouri 
• Output Group Updates  

o Economic Development, Jennifer Langston Justus 
o Commercial, Jus n Farrell 
o Advocacy Investment, Mark Stallmann 
o Advocacy Ac on, Michelle Walker 

• Other   
• Adjourn                



 

MEMORANDUM 
 

To: ​ ​ Missouri REALTORS® 
From:​ ​ Respect Missouri Voters Coalition 
Date:​ ​ September 12, 2025 
Subject:​ ​ Protecting REALTORS® past and future policy wins 
 

 
 

Missouri REALTORS® have been leading advocates of protecting Missourians’ 
century-old freedom of the initiative process.  This is not surprising; the REALTORS® 
used initiatives successfully in 2010 and 2016 to protect its members and customers.  
In a volatile climate, they may need it again.  

This month, the legislature passed a measure to make it nearly impossible for 
groups like the REALTORS® to pass future initiatives.  Earlier they worked to 
reverse two initiatives that already passed.  

These severe tactics, coupled with ever-changing tax policies, open the door to:  

1.​ Threats to the REALTORS’® past initiatives banning taxes on your industry 
2.​ Threats to your ability to rely on the process for REALTOR® priorities.  

The Respect MO Voters Amendment would protect the REALTORS’® wins and ability 
to use initiative and referendum petitions. The campaign has 1,000 Missourians actively 
gathering signatures across the state.  

 

PREVENT TAXES ON THE REAL ESTATE INDUSTRY 

In 2025 the Missouri legislature introduced over 30 bills and amendments that would 
lower state revenue. Constant revenue-cutting efforts increase pressure to raise other 
taxes; for example, hungry for revenue, legislators increased the gas tax in 2021.  

Some REALTORS® fear that the emerging revenue scarcity will tempt governments to 
increase real estate or sales taxes affecting our industry.   

Together, we can prevent the legislature from overturning the REALTORS’® past and 
future policy priorities. 

The Respect MO Voters Amendment would protect these REALTORS® initiatives, 
in addition to all current and future initiatives beginning in 2010.  

●​ 2010’s ban on real estate transfer taxes, ensuring a lower cost for Missourians 
to achieve the American dream.  The REALTORS® led the campaign. 

●​ 2016’s ban on new sales tax on services, including REALTOR® 
commissions.  The REALTORS® led the campaign. 



 

As Republican political consultant David Barklage says, “Republicans and reformers 
for the entire history of state government have used the citizens' petition to get things 
done.”  The Respect MO Voters Amendment would ban future attacks on the process. 

“Similar attacks on the people’s freedom have occurred in the past. They usually 
arise after an issue gets on the ballot and passes...  Neither party was or is 
correct in attacking the power the people have reserved to themselves to 
exercise a check against the General Assembly.”  
 

 - Former Speaker Pro Tem Carl Bearden (R-St. Charles), 2021 

 

PROTECT OUR POWER TO ADVOCATE FOR THE AMERICAN DREAM 

The Respect Missouri Voters Amendment would protect and strengthen the 
REALTORS’® direct power to take its issues directly to voters.  

With your help, the Respect Missouri Voters Amendment will do the following: 

1.​ Protect initiatives passed by the REALTORS® in 2010 and 2016. 
2.​ Allow the REALTORS® to confidently use initiatives in the future, without 

fearing partisan overrides or biased ballot language. 
3.​ Allow REALTORS® to go on offense during legislative session instead of 

playing defense on the initiative and referendum process. It can strengthen your 
hand in negotiations. 

The Respect Missouri Voters Amendment will protect our constitutional freedom of the 
initiative, require ballot language to be clear and unbiased, and prevent partisan 
attacks on measures that the people have voted into law.  

We hope to earn your endorsement.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

(1) Policy overview and (2) legal text filed with the Secretary of State. 

 

CONTACT US 

Policy and campaign questions: contact Benjamin Singer, licensed REALTOR® and 
campaign director, at benjamin@respectmovoters.org or (314) 239-1308. 
 
Get involved: Sign up or support at https://respectmovoters.org.  

mailto:benjamin@respectmovoters.org
https://respectmovoters.org/


 

PROTECT MISSOURI’S CENTURY-OLD INITIATIVE 
FREEDOM FROM PARTISAN POLITICS 

 

2026 Initiative Overview 

“It is through the initiative process that those who have no influence with elective 
representatives may take their cause directly to the people.” 

–Gov. John Ashcroft, on his veto of the legislature’s attacks on the initiative process, 1992 
 
The legislature is trying to make it nearly impossible for Missouri citizens and organizations 
like the REALTORS® to use the initiative petition process—and to have your wins respected. 
But it doesn't have to be this way.​ The Respect Missouri Voters Amendment will protect our 
constitutional freedom, require ballot language to be clear and unbiased, and prevent partisan 
attacks on initiatives that the people have voted into law. This will protect initiatives passed 
by the REALTORS® in 2010 and 2016, as well as what REALTORS® may choose to 
accomplish by initiative or referendum in the future. 
 
Together, we will:  

●​ Require ballot summaries to be clear, unbiased, fair, accurate, and easy to understand.  

●​ Citizens may challenge misleading ballot summaries in court to comply with these 
criteria. If the ballot summary changes, citizens’ prior signatures remain valid.  

●​ Protect our constitutional freedom of the citizen initiative and referendum process. 

●​ Prohibits any legislative changes making it more difficult to gather signatures or pass 
initiatives at the ballot box.  

●​ Protect initiatives passed by voters: Requires a bipartisan legislative supermajority of 
80% in both houses to propose changes to initiatives passed by voters (such as fixing the 
2006 minimum wage initiative that accidentally affected firefighters' overtime). The 
change must be approved by voters before it can take effect.  

●​ Protects initiatives passed since January 1, 2010 that are still in law or the 
Constitution when this amendment goes into effect. Protects referendum petition 
vetoes since January 1, 2010. Does not protect measures placed on the ballot by the 
legislature.  

RespectMOVoters.org | Paid for by Respect Missouri Voters PAC, Frederic Steinbach, Treasurer 



 

Ballot Summary from the Secretary of State 
 

Shall the Missouri Constitution be amended to: 
●​ expand the initiative and referendum petition process by making it a fundamental right; 
●​ allow courts to revise ballot summaries through lawsuits;  
●​ prohibit the legislature from weakening initiative or referendum powers;  
●​ prohibit the legislature from changing or repealing laws enacted through the initiative 

process, or passing laws similar to those rejected by referendum, without approval from 
at least 80% of both chambers; and  

●​ preserve existing majority vote and signature requirements for initiative and referendum 
petitions?   

 

State and local governmental entities estimate no costs or savings. 

Endorsements 
 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
Metropolitan Congregations United 
Veterans for All Voters 
Missouri NAACP 
MO National Organization for Women 
Show Me Integrity 

Former U.S. Sen. John Danforth (R-MO) 
Fmr Sen. Bob Johnson (R-Lee's Summit) 
Fmr Sen. Marvin Singleton (R-Joplin) 
Fmr Rep. Crystal Quade (D-Springfield) 
STL Assoc. of Community Organizations 

 

“Similar attacks on the people’s freedom 
have occurred in the past. They usually arise 
after an issue gets on the ballot and passes 
… Neither party was or is correct in attacking 
the power the people have reserved to 
themselves to exercise a check against the 
General Assembly.”  
 

 - Former Missouri House Speaker Pro Tem 
Carl Bearden (R-St. Charles), 2021 

Questions?  Contact Campaign Director and REALTOR® Benjamin Singer at 
benjamin@respectmovoters.org or 314.239.1308.  
 
Join us and support:  RespectMOVoters.org 
Respect Missouri Voters PAC, 725 Kingsland Ave Ste 100, St. Louis, MO 63130 

 

RespectMOVoters.org | Paid for by Respect Missouri Voters PAC, Frederic Steinbach, Treasurer 
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Consistent and current building codes save lives, facilitate economic development, make it 
easier to do business, and improve the health and safety of Missourians.

Across the nation, states use consistent, up-to-date building codes to protect the health and 
safety of their citizens. 

Missouri is one of only six states that has not adopted state standards to ensure safer homes, 
schools, businesses, hospitals, and other critical infrastructure. 

Together, we can create a safer Missouri where it is simpler to do business.

Together, we can create a safer Missouri 
where it is simpler to do business.

safersimplermo.com

Coalition Members

Powered by 



Together, we can create a safer Missouri 
where it is simpler to do business.

safersimplermo.com

Missouri building codes by the numbers:
Across the United States

Missouri is just one of six 
states without a state 
building code

6
Missouri is just one of four 
states that has not adopted 
a state electrical code

4

out of 50 states 
have adopted a 
state-level code

44

Across Missouri

counties that have adopted 
a county-level code13 municipalities that have 

adopted a code and are 
within one of the 13 
counties with a code

173
municipality that have 
adopted a code and are 
outside of the 13 counties 
with a code

179

The year the oldest code 
book in use in Missouri 
was published

1975

jurisdictions that have 
adopted a code365

code cycles adopted 
across the state8+
of Missouri’s population 
that lives in a 
jurisdiction with a 
building code

78%



Missouri Counties
Impacted

Franklin
Je�erson
St. Charles
St. Louis
St. Louis City

Greene
Christian

Cass
Clay
Jackson
Platte

Boone
Cole

Together, we can create a safer Missouri 
where it is simpler to do business.

safersimplermo.com

Under Safer + Simpler Missouri’s proposal, areas without existing building codes 
(noted by white on the state map) will not be impacted by the legislation. 
Communities with building codes (noted in grey on the state map) will gain a state 
code to build upon and may tailor to their needs. Local governments will retain 
responsibility for the enforcement of any building codes.

Missouri Cities and Counties with Commercial and/
or Residential Building Codes are Noted in Grey*

*Data from the Missouri Department of Economic Development

78% of the population 
of Missouri lives in an 
area that has adopted 
a code.



 
Missouri Building Codes Act 

Implementation process 
 

Do you have a building code currently? 
 

Yes                                      No 
 
 
 
 

Bill passes MO legislature, Year 0 
 

 

Effective Date: Aug 28, Year 0 

 

Governor appoints Missouri Building Code Commission members within 
6 months 

Feb, Year 1 

 

Missouri Building Code Commission required to meet at least twice 
annually to compile the Missouri Building Code and set state permit fee. 

Must complete within 18 months. 

Aug, Year 2 

 

Local jurisdictions with a code must adopt state code and then have 12 
months to submit their local amendments to the Missouri Building Code 

Aug, Year 3 

 

 

Codes are set for 6 years. Commission continues to meet at least 
twice annually 

 

First code update cycle begins 

Year 8 

This bill does not change 
anything for areas that currently 
do not have a code. 




