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President’s Update
Linda T. Farr

RDN, CSOWM, LD, FAND
Academy President

Thanks to the House of Delegates for your valued leadership. The actions we take today will directly shape, 

change makers and take actions that will shine a light on our amazing profession. 

MQii Milestone: Global 
Malnutrition Composite 
Score Measure Update

New Telehealth Stance 
The COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on the 
health and daily lives of Americans brought 
telehealth policies and practices to the 
forefront. To equip RDNs to support strong 
policies at the state and federal levels, the 
Board of Directors adopted a stance on 
telehealth at our March meeting designed to 
guide the Academy’s telehealth advocacy. 

Telehealth Task Force with input from the 
House of Delegates and under the oversight of 
the Legislative and Public Policy Committee. 

In the return of the Academy’s Leadership 
Institute, dozens of current and future leaders in 
nutrition, health and wellness are developing 
leadership, communication and career 
development skills ranging from executive 
presence and strategic planning to 
communication and team building. Participants 
are putting theory into practice through 
long-term, small-group cohort projects that will 
culminate at a multi-day, virtual event in July. 
For future Leadership Institute programs, 
applications will open in the summer, with the 
class starting in January 2022.

At February meeting of the National Quality 
Forum Prevention and Population Health 
Standing Committee, the Global Malnutrition 
Composite Score was reviewed and discussed 
for endorsement. The GMCS measure passed 
overwhelmingly across all “must pass” criteria 
categories: evidence, quality construct, 
reliability, validity, feasibility, use and usability. 
The Academy is optimistic that the Global 
Malnutrition Composite Score will be included 
in the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services’ Hospital Inpatient Quality Reporting 

Leadership Institute
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Kathleen Niedert

MBA, RD, CSG, FADA, FAND
Academy Treasurer

Getting ready for
our future

Academy continues to
maintain a strong
�nancial position
The impact of COVID-19 has made this past year 
di�cult on everyone. However, through the 
support of our members, leaders and sta�, the 
Academy has been able to adapt and implement 
a plan that would set the foundation for a 
successful �scal year. Through the �rst 9 months 
of FY21, the plan has been successful with the 
organization meeting and exceeding budget 
expectations and securing strong reserves that 
will continue to support our members and the 
profession in FY21 and beyond.

Many organizations, like our Academy, have felt 
the impact of COVID-19.  However, our 
leadership knew that we needed to make 
adjustments to o�set the impact of this virus on 
our membership and operations.  Our proactive 
stance has been successful in balancing our 
short term needs with our long-term goals, 
resulting in our reserves continuing to grow 
while funding programs and services our 
members need to push through these di�cult 
times. All of our e�orts have created a 
foundation for which the Academy, and the 
profession, can launch to new heights in FY22 
and beyond.

As we approach the re-opening of our economy 
and the gradual reduction of the impact from 
COVID-19, we know that the demand on our 
profession and members will not subside, but, 
grow.  The obvious need for good nutrition 
during this crisis will only expand the demands 
on dietetics professionals as we recover.  The 
Academy understands these demands and will 
continue to adapt and shift resources to assist 
you in your professional lives. We will continue 
to expand our professional development 
opportunities and deliver them to you in a 
manner that will ease the burden of expanding 
your knowledge and assisting your constituents 
as we move forward.

Academy’s Financial 
Health is Secure

The changes the Academy have made, and continue to make, have kept us in a strong �nancial position. COVID-19 
has impacted our members and membership. Our success in the future is dependent on our members as well as 
those who found it di�cult to maintain their membership over the past year.  That is why we continue to need 
your support. If you know someone who has left the Academy, convince them to come back.  If you need 
professional education, books, pamphlets, and/or any other resources, continue to look to the Academy. The 
dietetics profession is needed now more than ever and a strong, growing Academy is the right vehicle to help all 
of us achieve success.



“As a member of the Academy's House of Delegates, I am proud to be able to be the voice of MS-AND members and I know that the 
Foundation and the HOD are working to create solutions to challenges facing our profession. I contribute to the Academy of Nutrition 
and Dietetics Foundation because I know how the funds I contribute come back to our a�liate members and help to support work in 
food, nutrition, and dietetics right here in Mississippi” - Lydia West, MPH, RD, LD, CC

Last year, 49.5% of all Delegates contributed to our Foundation and we appreciate your support! This year, the Foundation is asking all 
Academy leaders to contribute annually to the Foundation to support our members and profession. Our goal is to have 100% of the 
House of Delegates contribute to our Foundation in FY21. Please make your gift online today. Thank you!
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Foundation Update
Margaret P. Garner

 MS, RDN, LD, FAND, CIC
Academy Foundation Chair

FellowshipsMaking an Impact
Our Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics 
Foundation is the only charitable organization 
devoted exclusively to supporting nutrition and 
dietetics professionals by empowering them to 
help consumers live healthier lifestyles. The 
Foundation does not receive any portion of 
member dues and is funded solely by 
donations. The success and impact of our 
programs and services are directly attributed to 
the generous support of our donors. 

Our Foundation invests in the current and future 
generation of food and nutrition practitioners, 
empowering them to optimize global health. In 2020, our 
Foundation awarded $620,300 in scholarships to 261 
deserving students at all levels of study. Approximately 
43%, or $266,300, of this funding was awarded to 
recipients of diverse backgrounds and cultures. 

Our Foundation is currently accepting applications for 
our new Advancing Diversity in Dietetics Scholarship 
that will provide $25,000 each to two aspiring registered 
dietitian nutritionists of diverse backgrounds or cultures.  
The key objective of this scholarship is to support 
individuals of diverse backgrounds and cultures in 
achieving their professional aspirations by helping to 
reduce their costs associated with becoming registered 
dietitian nutritionists. 

This scholarship is rooted in commitment to diversity, 
equity and inclusion.  This commitment will be further 
represented by the selection committee, as its members 
will re�ect diversity in race and ethnicity, gender, age 
and experience. Applications are due by 5:00 pm CT 
on Monday, May 3, 2021. Additional information on 
scholarship eligibility and how to apply can be 
found here.

Our Foundation has invested more than 
$1,170,000 in Fellowships that deploy 
dynamic registered dietitian nutritionists in the 
US and globally to address the greatest food 
and nutrition challenges throughout the world. 
Fellows conduct research and provide nutrition 
education that improves and sustains 
nutritional health locally and globally.

Our newest Diversity & Inclusion Fellow, 
Marie Allsopp, DrPH, MPH, MS, RD, LD/N, 
CHES, will work to identify and �nd solutions to 
barriers that face students, registered dietitian 
nutritionists and nutrition and dietetics 
technicians, registered of diverse backgrounds 
and cultures. This Fellowship was funded by 
NDEP and Academy member, Diane Heller, 
MMSC, RDN, LD, FAND.

Scholarships

http://www.eatrightfoundation.org/
http://www.eatrightfoundation.org/
https://eatrightfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Flyer_Foundation-Support_FY20_FINAL.pdf
https://eatrightfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Flyer_Foundation-Support_FY20_FINAL.pdf
https://www.eatrightpro.org/media/press-releases/academy-foundation-news/academy-of-nutrition-and-dietetics-foundation-creates-advancing-diversity-in-dietetics-scholarship
https://eatrightfoundation.org/why-it-matters/scholarships/diversity-scholarships-and-awards/advancing-diversity-in-dietetics-scholarship/
https://eatrightfoundation.org/scholarships-funding/fellowships/
https://www.eatrightpro.org/media/press-releases/academy-foundation-news/diversity-and-inclusion-fellow
https://academylogin.org/saml/Account/CheckUsername?returnUrl=%2Fsaml%2FSAML%2FSSOService%3Finitiator%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.eatrightpro.org
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