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A Message from the Academy Foundation: 

“Registered dietitian nutritionists (RDNs) are key to 
translating science-based information to help 
people understand where their food comes from, 
how it is responsibly produced and how the 
nutrients in that food can nourish them. This 
webinar series will help RDNs understand how 
farmers also use science-based information and 
practices to care for the land and for the foods 
resulting from that land, which plays a leading role 
in nourishing people. As we look to the future, we 
must continue to improve our knowledge of 
farming in order to provide scientifically sound 
advice about where food comes from and how the 
entire food system contributes to the health of 
people and the planet.” 
 
 
 

Jean Ragalie-Carr, 
RDN 
 
Chair-Elect 
Academy of 
Nutrition and 
Dietetics 
Foundation 



Learning Objectives 

• Describe the current demographics of farmers and 
trends for future farmers 
 

• Identify at least three main outcomes of the Farm 
Bill signed into law in February 2014   
 

• Identify at least three resources for accurate 
agriculture information 

  
 



Jennie Schmidt, MS, RD 

Farmer 

Schmidt Farms Inc 

Schmidt Vineyard Mgt LLC 
 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Noll Folliard, MPH, RD 
Director, USDA Legislation and Policy 
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics 
 

 

Today’s Speakers 



Schmidt Farms Inc. 
3rd Generation in USA 

2100 Acres in Maryland 

• Corn (biotech & conventional 

production; formerly certified 

organic) 

• Soybeans (food, feed & seed) 

• Wheat (feed & seed) 

• Barley (seed) 

• 150 acres Roma tomatoes 

• 160 acres fresh market green 

beans 

• 80 acres processing lima beans 

• 250 acres of hay 

• 22 acres winegrapes 

• Custom Hire Vineyard Mgt Co. 

Our Farm Goal =   

to maximize value per acre 
producing safe, high quality foods, 
while preserving and improving 
our soils and sustaining the family 
farm for the next generation 



Farm Economics 



Farm Income up 24% & Expenses up?1 



Changes in Farm Economy2 



Crop versus livestock sales3 



Fewer Farms, Higher Sales3 



Retail Versus Wholesale4 



Direct to Consumer Sales5 



Food & Farming: 

Why the disconnect? 

USDA est. 1862  
 “The People’s Department” 

(90% of the population were 
farmers) 
 

Farmers now make up  
<2%  of the US population 
 
“Milk comes from a cow?” 



Agricultural Act of 20146 



Increased Subsidy for Organic Ag7 



Specialty Crops Grants & Support8 

Specialty Crop Farm Bill Alliance Summary: 
http://www.unitedfresh.org/assets/2014_Farm_Bill_SummaryFINAL.pdf 



Importance of the Farm Bill  
to Family Farms 

Crop Insurance Conservation Programs 



Future Farmer Trends9, 10 



Nutrition Policy Update – 
Farm Bill  

 

Jennifer Noll Folliard MPH, RDN 
Director, USDA Legislation and Policy 
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics 



The Academy’s Public Policy Role 

The Academy is … 

• Committed to improving the nation’s health  

• Advancing the profession of dietetics 
through research, education, and advocacy 

• Public policy and advocacy are core functions of 
our profession 

• Public policy influences  the public image of the 
Academy and our profession 



Overview   

• General overview of the programs authorized 
and funded through the Farm Bill  
 

• Academy Farm Bill Recommendations and 
Priorities  
 

• Implementation and opportunities  
 

• Why it’s important to RDNs and their 
patients/clients 
 
 
 



Breakdown of Bills and Resolutions by Status, 108th-113th Congresses 

10,669  

total bills  

13,072  

total bills  

14,042  

total bills 13,683  

total  bills 12,299  

total bills 

5,235  

total bills 

Percentage of Bills Enacted as Laws on the Decline 



Farm Bill Reauthorization 

• Largest  single piece 
of food and nutrition 
legislation 

• Bridge between the 
agriculture, nutrition 
and food 

If at first you don’t succeed… try try again 

 

Signed into law - February 7, 2014  



“It’s like a Swiss Army knife”6, 12 



Funding in the Farm Bill13  



Academy Recommendations  

• Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) 
– Reduction in funds for 

16 states and D.C.  
– Increase access to 

healthy foods – SNAP 
retailers 

– Improved SNAP 
access for 
homebound seniors 

 
 

Protect and Strengthen key programs in our 
nation’s nutrition safety net14 



Academy Recommendations  

Protect and Strengthen key programs in our 
nation’s nutrition safety net (continued)14 
• The Emergency Food Assistance Program 

(TEFAP) 
– Funding increase $205 million  

• The Commodity Supplemental Food Program 
(CSFP)  
– Transition to only serving low-income seniors  

 



Academy Recommendations  

- Maintain funding and protect the integrity of the 
Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program15 

– $5 million provided to carry out a pilot program 

 



Academy Recommendations  

Empower Consumers with knowledge 16, 17 

 
• Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program – 

Nutrition Education (SNAP-Ed)  
– Restored/Protect funding  

 



“It’s like a Swiss Army knife”6 



Academy Recommendations  

Local  
Agriculture 

Incentive 
Grants 

Farmer’s 
Market 

Financing 
Healthy 

Food 

CSA 

Assure a Healthy and Safe Food System12, 18  
- Ensure funding for a variety of community-based and 

regional agriculture initiatives 



Academy Recommendations  

Assure a Healthy and Safe Food System  
- Support farm practices that conserve soil, water, 

air, habitat and biodiversity12, 19, 20, 21 
• Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development 

Program  
– $100 Million investment  

• Conservation practices and compliance  
– Re-linked with crop insurance premiums  



“It’s like a Swiss Army knife”6 



Academy Recommendations  

• National Institutes for 
Food and Agriculture  
– Foundation for Food and 

Agricultural Research 
established 

– Innovation Institutes 
established  

– Increased funding to 
Community Food Projects   

Assure Sound Science for Future Evidenced-Based 
Decision Making22 



Academy Recommendations  

• Agriculture Research 
Service, which 
includes the Human 
Nutrition Research 
Centers  
– Reauthorized, funding 

secured  

• Specialty Crop Block 
Grants  
– Increase in mandatory 

funding  

Assure Sound Science for Future Evidenced-Based 
Decision Making (continued)22, 23 



“It’s like a Swiss Army knife”6 



Opportunities  

• Eat Right Weekly for updates  
• Share your stories 
• Action alerts 

 



www.eatright.org  

http://www.eatright.org/






Take aways …  

• Farm bill = food & nutrition bill 
• Largest investment in food and nutrition 

research and education is funded through the 
Farm Bill 

 
• The Farm Bill passage was not perfect, but 

we feel it was a win. 
 

• The Academy alerts YOU to act, when the 
time is right … WE NEED YOU!  
 

 



Future of Food Live Webinars 

• Food Security and Nutrition: Challenges and 
Opportunities in Improving World Health 

• Amie Heap, MPH, RDN    
• Stacia Nordin, RDN 

 
• Food Production and Our Environmental 

Responsibility 
• Jude Capper, PhD, Livestock Sustainability Consultant 
• Sandra Vijn, Director, Dairy, World Wildlife Fund 

 
 

Register: 
www.eatright.org/foundation/kidseatright 

 

 

http://www.eatright.org/foundation


Saturday, October 18, 2014 
11am-1pm 

“The RDNs Guide to Plentiful, Nutrient Dense 
Food for the World” 

 
Presenter 

Dr. Robert Thompson 
 

Panelists 
Abigail Copenhaver, RD 

Dayna Green-Burgeson, RD, CDE 
Amy Myrdal Miller, MS, RD 
Jennie Schmidt, MS, RD 

 

Moderator 
Christine McCullum-Gomez, PhD, RD, LD 

 

 
 

FNCE Foundation Symposium 



View recorded webinars at 

www.eatright.org/foundation/

kidseatright 

Q & A 

This document was developed with an educational grant from Elanco. 

http://www.eatright.org/foundation
http://www.eatright.org/foundation
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