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This infographic is based on information presented in a recent webinar : h�p://eatrightfoundation.org/toolkits-webinars/ WHY GENETIC ENGINEERING 

Genetically Engineered crops have had a positive impact on food availability and farm economics worldwide due to 
enhanced productivity and efficiency gains. Between 1996-2014, GE farm economics included significant gains in 
developing countries of Africa, Asia and Latin America.

COMMON CONCERNS THE SCIENCE
Most of the common
consumer concerns about 
genetic engineering are 
focused on the human safety 
of genetically engineered 
foods. In addition to human 
safety, consumers also have 
questions about negative 
effects of GE on the 
environment, including 
native plants, insects and 
animals; weed and/or pest 
resistance; and 
farmer economics.

The 2016 report released by the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine concluded "no 
differences have been found that implicate a higher risk to human health safety from GE foods than from 
their non-GE counterparts.” These findings are consistent with the consensus of the mainstream scientific 
and global regulatory community, including the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, the World Health 
Organization and the European Commission. Work on the report encompassed more than two years and 
was conducted by a Commi�ee of more than 50 scientists, researchers and agricultural and industry 
experts. The Commi�ee reviewed more than 900 studies and data covering the 20 years since genetically 
modified crops were first introduced. And foods can be made safer with these tools by reducing allergens, 
and removing anti-nutrients or natural toxins.
 
Advances in GE technology are occurring rapidly using genomic, transcriptomic, proteomic, metabolomic 
and epigenomic processes. These have great potential to improve agricultural production, reduce food 
waste, enhance nutritional quality, and protect the environment. Scientists are actively working to develop 
crops that are tolerant of abiotic stresses associated with climate change, are resistant to pests and 
spoilage, contain bioavailable micronutrients, and produce their own fertilizer. Crops with enhanced 
nutritional quality containing beneficial nutrients including EPA and DHA, essential amino acids, 
anthocyanins and trace minerals are in development. And foods can be made safer with these tools by reducing 
allergens, and removing anti-nutrients or natural toxins such as acrylamide and solanine in potatoes.12

There are many purposes for Genetic Engineering. A 2016 report from the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) identified 
the following future directions for crop breeding, including GE: "enhanced micronutrient content, reduced allergenicity, 
increased nutrient availability, improved flavonoid antioxidants, improved food safety traits, improved postharvest 
traits to reduce food waste, increased sustainability traits such as drought tolerance or more efficient crop uptake of 
fertilizer, and approaches that facilitate adoption of agroecological farming techniques.”10
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