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Without hesitation, and many with less than 24-hours
notice, nutrition programs across the country responded
to the global pandemic with free meals for all kids.

Announcements

Millions of children are currently relying on schools for
food and families are depending on us during an
economic downturn. For some students, getting school
lunch is just a glimmer of normalcy where their routine
school days have dissolved in the eﬀort to fight the
Coronavirus.
In this special edition, fellow members from a variety of
careers in child nutrition share their stories and best
practices. States have extended their programs and
anticipate meal service looking much diﬀerent in future
months. This article shares a few of the many methods for
successfully and safely feeding kids.
And most importantly, we recognize and honor our frontline workers, who we have always deemed essential.
We're in this together, conquering the challenge and
looking to the future. As the School Nutrition Dietetic
Practice Group for the Academy, now is the time in which
we must ask ourselves- how will our incredible response
to disaster change how our country views and values our
work?
Read the full article here.

Member Poll
We want to hear from
you! 💬
As we plan for next school
year, what would you like to
know more about to
strengthen your school
nutrition program? We will
spotlight a member with
insight on the topic of your
choice!
" Farm to School
# Summer Food Service
$ Alternative Breakfast
Models
% Menu Planning and Recipe
Development
& Procurement
' Federal Review Guidance

Policy & Advocacy News
Covid 19 has brought many policy updates and advocacy
opportunities. Here is a sampling of all that has been
happening over the past several weeks:
From the CDC: What School Nutrition Professionals
and Volunteers at Schools Need to Know about
COVID-19
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has
released a COVID-19 resource for school nutrition
professionals. This webpage includes tips for how school
nutrition professionals can protect themselves and slow
the spread of COVID-19; steps employers should take to
protect their employees; and additional COVID-19
resources.
Academy Salutes School Nutrition Services Members
on School Lunch Hero Day

🎉 Congratulations to our
SNS DPG Policy & Advocacy
Leader, Jeanne Reilly,
NDTR, who has been named
Maine’s Academy of Nutrition
and Dietetics Recognized
Dietetic Technician of the
Year!

💻
FREE webinar:
Opportunities and
Challenges in Providing
School Meals in the Wake of
COVID-19
Date: May 19
Time: 12:30 - 2:00 p.m. (CDT)
This free webinar is available
to members and nonmembers through the

Members of the Academy who work in the area of school
nutrition services are dedicated to providing healthful
meals for the next generation. May 1 was School Lunch
Hero Day, a day to celebrate the dedication of Academy
members who are ensuring children have nutritious
meals. The Academy shone a spotlight on the eﬀorts of
these school foodservice professionals as they navigate
what today's "serving line" looks like during the COVID-19
pandemic.
Congratulations to our SNS DPG members whose COVID
19 stories were featured!
Academy Supports Eﬀorts to Streamline School Meal
Service While Maintaining Strong Nutrition Standards
The Academy applauds the eﬀorts to reduce the
administrative burden of delivering school meals. The
Academy sent recommendations to the U.S. Department
of Agriculture in response to the agency's request for
input on best ways to deliver school nutrition programs in
an eﬃcient and eﬀective manner while focusing on what
is best for the health of our nation's students.
Academy Provides Suggestions for Summer Food
Service Program
The Academy applauds the eﬀorts to reduce the
administrative burden of delivering school meals. The
Academy sent recommendations to the U.S. Department
of Agriculture in response to the agency's request for
input on best ways to deliver school nutrition programs in
an eﬃcient and eﬀective manner while focusing on what
is best for the health of our nation's students.
USDA Approves More States for EBT Program to Feed
Kids
Last week the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
announced that more states are now approved to
operate Pandemic Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT). This
new program provides assistance to families of
children who are eligible for free or reduced-price meals
dealing with school closures. All states that are currently
approved to operate the EBT Program are listed on
the USDA FNS website.

generosity of the Academy of
Nutrition and Dietetics
Foundation. Our Foundation
needs your help now more
than ever — please donate
today.
RDNs and NDTRs are working
hard with other school
nutrition professionals to
provide school meals to
children in their local
communities while our nation
continues to deal with an
unprecedented public health
emergency.
State agency leadership from
three states will provide an
overview of the progression of
USDA policy changes
requested from the state
agencies to support local
districts in receiving
necessary flexibilities to
successfully provide meals
during COVID-19.
The future of school meals will
be impacted by COVID-19
requiring RDNs and NDTRs to
understand how to advocate
and support the national
school meal program moving
forward. An Academy
advocacy representative will
provide information on the
latest updates and answer
questions associated with
school meals.
Planned with the School
Nutrition Services DPG
Register Here
🍎 June 30th Deadline to
renew Academy
membership! The deadline to
renew your Academy
membership is approaching!
Take a few minutes to renew

today.

Respectfully submitted,
Jeanne Reilly, NDTR, SNS
SNS DPG Policy & Advocacy Leader

Wrapping Up
Dear SNS DPG members,
We have had various
experiences over the past
several months due to the
COVID-19 emergency. One
consistent thing I have noticed is
the way that various districts
around the nation have stepped
up to provide meals for children in their communities. This
phenomenal task has been embraced by local districts for
the benefit of the children they typically serve within their
school structures. Meals are being provided through pick
up lines at schools, via bus routes and various community
sites. School Nutrition Programs have been proactive and
innovative to meet the needs of children in their
communities. School administrators, teachers, bus drivers
and community volunteers have stepped up to assist with
the preparation and the distribution of meals in every
state. Not only have these meals filled an important void
reducing hunger, but they have also allowed local school
administrators and staﬀ to distribute curriculum and
maintain contact with students during school closures.
In Georgia, over 18 million meals have been provided
through school meal programs during the first four weeks
of this crisis. I am personally proud of the work that
everyone in Georgia is doing to support our children. Let
me take this opportunity to thank everyone that has
played a part in providing meals to children through our
school nutrition programs around our nation. What school
nutrition professionals are doing is to be commended and
celebrated! It demonstrates the resourcefulness,
commitment and passion we all feel for the children we
are dedicated to serving. Thank you for all of the great

⌛ Last call for latebreaking FNCE®
abstracts: Interested in
submitting a late-breaking
abstract for #FNCE? Review
the criteria and submit a
proposal by May 30.
👉 May is Asian Pacific
American Heritage Month!
Visit the links below to
celebrate and learn with your
family while #stayingathome
PBS.org
AsianPacificHeritage.gov

Cool Tool

Get more science-based
information about supporting
health with good nutrition and
other important tips to keep
your family safe during the
COVID-19 pandemic from the
Academy of Nutrition and
Dietetics' COVID nutrition
resources.

work providing nutritious meals to children. What a
significant diﬀerence you are making!
Thank you,

Linette Dodson, PhD RD LD SNS FAND
Chair, SNS DPG

➡ Visit the New Website!
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