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Boomtown. Western Star. The city of Williston, N.D., goes
by many names. And it’s no wonder. The town, perched on
the confluence of the Yellowstone and Missouri Rivers and
60 miles from the Canadian border, has experienced a
210% population jump since 2010, thanks to an oil boom.

Williston Basin School District #7 doubled in size. And
now, when other schools are attempting to return to some
semblance of normal, the district is once again bracing for
growth. A merger with a neighboring district will expand
Williston to 5,000 students across 12 schools.

Lynelle Johnson, LRD, SNS, Food Service Director for
Williston Public Schools, stands on the very precipice of
change. But like any dietitian worth her salt, she’s ready
for it.

Read more about Lynelle.

Policy and Advocacy Update 

The School Nutrition Advocacy Team did a great job on
July 27th hitting 40 Federal Congressional Offices to
advocate for School Nutrition and WIC issues.  RDN's and
NDTR's did virtual meetings with 40 congressional offices
to educate congressional members and staff on School
Nutrition and WIC priorities.  Discussion topics included
Child Nutrition Reauthorization, School Nutrition
Equipment Grants, and increasing funding for fresh fruits
and vegetables as part of the WIC package.  Stay tuned

Announcements

 August is Kids Eat Right
Month™
Each August, the Academy
and its Foundation celebrate
Kids Eat Right Month™. The
annual campaign focuses on
the importance of healthful
eating and active lifestyles for
children and families, featuring
expert advice from registered
dietitian nutritionists.
Throughout Kids Eat Right
Month™, use the hashtags
#KERmonth and #kidseatright
to spread the word on social
media. As we get closer to
August, there will be more
resources for both consumers
and registered dietitian
nutritionists on eatright.org.

📸 School Nutrition in
Action - Photo Request
We want to see your favorite
high-quality pictures of your
school nutrition programs in

https://mailchi.mp/2e3728de2c58/july-spoodle-11175838?e=cedd903986
https://mcusercontent.com/1480599d5eff98fbc0cbb0d93/files/0481192d-02fb-589b-df89-d9a2174d83ec/August_Spotlight_Lynelle_Johnson.pdf


for news on a future School Nutrition Advocacy day. 

Policy and Advocacy Certificate of Training

Academy policy leaders should have received an email
last week on the recently released Policy and Advocacy
Certificate of Training. The Policy and Advocacy
Certificate of Training consists of four modules, each
dedicated to different components of advocacy; a bundle
of all four modules is available at a discounted rate of $80
for Academy members. Individuals who successfully
complete the Policy and Advocacy Certificate of Training
will earn 8 CPEU. Policy leaders: please hold off on
purchasing this module until the Academy's Policy
Initiatives and Advocacy Team sends instructions for next
steps.

Emergency Child and Adult Nutrition Assistance Act
of 2021 Introduced

U.S. Reps Alma Adams (N.C.), David Trone (Md.) and
Marie Newman (Ill.) introduced the Emergency Child and
Adult Nutrition Assistance Act of 2021 last week, which
would extend COVID-19 relief for both the Child and Adult
Care Food Program and the school food authorities
through the end of the 2021 school year to help cover their
operational costs. Academy President Kevin L. Sauer was
quoted in the press release for the bill: “The Academy of
Nutrition and Dietetics advocates for policies that address
health disparities and the disproportionate impact COVID-
19 has had on minority communities who are at greater
risk for diet-related diseases due to longstanding health
inequities. As we navigate out of the pandemic and ensure
the most vulnerable communities have access to nutritious
meals, the Emergency Child and Adult Nutrition
Assistance Act of 2021 will be instrumental in providing
struggling CACFP and school meal programs the support
they need to reestablish financial sustainability and to be a
nutrition security safety net for millions of children. The
Academy commends U.S. Reps. Alma Adams, Marie
Newman and David Trone for championing this important
bill.”

Wrapping Up

WELCOME to the new 2021-22
School Year! Many of you are
wrapping successful summer feeding
programs and we all are starting back
to school, welcoming back students
and staff. As you continue to serve
your students and communities
forging through any challenges that
may arise remember to always bring
your smile and positivity. We have the privilege and
opportunity to provide healthy and delicious food each and
every day to our customers. Thank you for showing up.
Thank you for leading your teams with integrity and
excellence! 

Have a safe and healthy school year,

action! Our SNS DPG is in the
process of compiling a
powerful video showcasing the
awesome work of School
Nutrition Programs across the
country and we want to
include your images! Please
send allowable pictures of
your students, staff, teams,
and food depicting the impact
of your programs. Deadline:
Sept 1st, 2021 to Jocelyn
Karbo.

 Save the Date for these
upcoming webinars!

September 30, 3-4pm
EST –  First SNS DPG
Webinar of the School
Year!
October 12, 3-4pm
EST – Prescott Lab
Simulation Tool
October 18, 12:30-
1:30pm EST –
FNCE®Spotlight
Session – Forecasting
Innovation: Post
Pandemic Possibilities’

 Interested in reaching
more free and reduced
priced eligible children?

Check out USDA’s Medicaid
Direct Certification
Demonstration
Projectopportunity!

 FNCE® early bird
registration closes on
August 31st! 
Visit https://eatrightfnce.org/ to
register and learn more.

📬 Executive
Committee Nominating
Survey

 Are you interested in serving
on the Executive Committee
for the SNS DPG in 2022?  It
is never too early to think
about becoming more involved
and active in our DPG! 
Please complete the SNS
DPG Nominating
Questionnaire or contact
Shannon FitzGerald
at shannon@fitkidtext.com wit
h questions.
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Jocelyn Karbo, MBA, RDN, SNS 
Chair, SNS DPG
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