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A short two months into her new role at Greenville County

Announcements

Schools, Lauren Couchois and her team are reinventing
their entire food service program, while still trying to
maintain student favorites and community engagement.
Lauren may not have a resume of global pandemic
experience (who here does?), but she does have
extensive experience in school nutrition to help her
navigate these uncharted waters.
Learn more about fellow member, Lauren, and her school
district's plan for feeding students on a complex hybrid
schedule.
Read More About Lauren

A message from your SNS DPG
Nominating Committee Chair,
Dayle Hayes:
Dear SNS DPG Colleagues,
I am writing to request your

Time to get creative! What
would you like to see for our
SNS DPG FNCE® Virtual
Networking Event? Share
your ideas here.
👉As we start a new year,
the SNS DPG Executive
Committee is working to
bring in-demand training to
members, as well as identify
individuals to serve in
appointed positions. We
want to fill positions on
diversity & inclusion, awards &
scholarships, electronic
communications, newsletter,
and policy & advocacy
committees for one year term,
with the potential to be
reconsidered for the next year.

assistance in identifying diverse future leaders for the
Academy. Your input is critical to our success in selecting
candidates for the national ballot who will ensure a
flourishing future for the Academy and profession. The

Please complete a brief
survey and we will follow up
with you. ASAP.

process of soliciting candidates to be considered has
begun, with a deadline for nominations of September 4 for

✍ FNCE® Student Stipend
Application Deadline

President-elect, Speaker-elect, and Treasurer-elect.
Nominations for potential candidates for all other positions
are due by November 6. Please submit 2 or 3 names of
potential candidates to me and I will be happy to contact
them directly to encourage their candidacy.
For more information about the responsibilities and
qualifications for each position, click here. Members
should use the Call for Nominations form to submit names
for ballot positions, which can be found on the Academy’s
website.

September 6. Students who
are planning on attending the
2020 Food & Nutrition
Conference & Expo™ virtual
event can apply for a
Foundation Student Stipend
before registering. Stipends
are made possible by the
Foundation thanks to the
generosity of dietetic practice
groups, member interest
groups, affiliates, and
individual members.
The application deadline is
September 6. Apply today!

Policy & Advocacy News
Pandemic Child Hunger Prevention Act to expand
access to nutritious meals during the COVID-19
pandemic.
On July 30, 2020, House Education and Labor Committee
Chairman Robert C. “Bobby” Scott (VA-03)
introduced H.R.7887, the Pandemic Child Hunger
Prevention Act. This bill would guarantee every child has

⌛ NOW is the time to send
in your nomination packets
for the 2020 SNS DPG
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE!
Please send the attached
information to Jocelyn
Karbodirectly by August 31st,
2020.

safe access to healthy school meals during SY 2020-21.
With a multitude of families newly eligible for free and
reduced-price meals, offering meals to all students at no
charge spares overburdened schools the massive task of
distributing and processing meal applications and reduces
the stigma for children who depend on free meals. The

Research article by student
and fellow member,
Madeline Anastasia:
Culinary Interventions and
Positive Nutritional Outcomes
Among School-Aged Children

change would also help maximize efforts to maintain social
distancing during meal distribution, reducing the risk of
COVID-19 exposure for staff and students
The Child Nutrition Relief Act of 2020
On July 23, H.R. 7764, The Child Nutrition Relief Act of
2020, was introduced by U.S. Rep. Nydia Velázquez (NY7). This bill would allow USDA to extend all COVID-19
school feeding waivers through June 30, 2021. Thirty-six
U.S. Senators expressed support for the extension of
COVID-19 school feeding waivers in a letter sent to U.S.
Department of Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue.
Read more important policy updates here.

Respectfully,
Jeanne Reilly, NDTR, SNS
SNS DPG Policy & Advocacy Leader

Wrapping Up
August is a transitional month. In
many states it is the month school
begins, whether students are
coming back into the schools or
starting the school year virtually,
they still rely on nutritious school
meals. The impact of those meals
on student success is many times difficult to calculate, but
it is significant. The dedication of the school nutrition
professionals that prepare and serve those meals is
phenomenal. The staff that faithfully provides nutritious
meals to students lay the foundation for those students to

My Name is Madeline
Anastasia and I just graduated
from the University of New
Hampshire majoring in
Nutrition, Dietetics. I quickly
became very passionate about
nutrition after taking more indepth classes, getting handson experience volunteering at
diabetes camps, kids cooking
classes, cooking matters, and
activities of that nature.
School nutrition is so
important to me because after
interacting with school-aged
children, you see how
impressionable they are at this
age and how important it is for
them to learn about nutrition.
Next year I will still be
attending the University of
New Hampshire for my
Masters in nutritional sciences
to achieve my dream of
becoming a registered
dietitian!

handle the academic and personal challenges of their
school day. All of the school nutrition staff that make these

Read Article

meals possible are impacting the future of our nation. With
more than 30 million children relying on school meals,
school nutrition professionals are working tirelessly to
ensure they are being fed whether they are sitting in a
classroom or studying at home. Consider what our
leadership as Registered Dietitians and Registered
Dietetic Technicians working in School Nutrition Services
practice has on our nation’s students and as such on our
future.
Thank you for your continued dedication to school nutrition
and to excellence for our future.

Stefanie Dove, MBA RDN SNS
Chair, SNS DPG
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