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Congratulations to the Research DPG 2019       
 Award Winners

On behalf of the Research DPG, the awards sponsors, and the awards committee, we
would like to thank everyone who submitted an award application this year.  We
received an outstanding pool of applications, and the reviewers were impressed by the
overall quality of the work submitted.  We are pleased to announce the following award
winners:

The Sugar Association/Research DPG Laboratory-Based Grant Award.  The
awardee of this $10,000 pilot grant is Pradtana Tapanee from Mississippi State
University for her project titled, “Exploring the relationship between genetic variation in
taste receptor genes and salt taste perception among people with hypertension.”

The Sugar Association/Research DPG Non-Laboratory Grant Award.  The
awardee of this $8,000 pilot grant is LesLee Karen Funderburk from Baylor University
for her project titled, “Omega-3 fatty acid supplementation to enhance performance in
collegiate athletes.”

The Mead Johnson Nutrition/Research DPG Student Pilot Grant Award.  The
awardee of this $1,750 pilot grant is Katelyn E. Senkus from the University of Alabama
for her project titled, “Characterization of the oral microbiome for optimal blood
pressure.”

The Mead Johnson Nutrition/RDPG Student Research Award:  The following are
the three awardees of this $250 award:         

Ashlea Braun from The Ohio State University College of Medicine for her
abstract titled, “Impact of participant engagement in a RDN-delivered remote
motivational interviewing base intervention for survivors of cancer with
overweight and obesity.”
Emily Hill from The Ohio State University for her abstract titled, “Diet quality,
body composition, and carotenoid status in NCAA Division 1 Athletes.”
Matthew Landry from the University of Texas at Austin for his abstract titled,
“Association between cooking attitudes and self-efficacy and food insecurity.”

The Research DPG Emerging Researcher Author Award: Tanya M. Halliday,
University of Colorado School of Medicine and University of Utah, for her article titled,
“Comparison of surgical versus diet-induced weight loss on appetite regulation and
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metabolic health outcomes”, which was published in Physiological Reports in 2019.
 Coauthors include Sarit Polsky, Jonathan A. Schoen, Kristina T. Legget, Jason R.
Tregellas, Kayla M. Williamson, & Marc-Andre Cornier.

The Research DPG First Author Award: Maya Vadiveloo, University of Rhode Island,
for the paper “Associations between timing and quality of solid food introduction with
infant weight-for-length z-scores at 12-months: Findings from the Nurture cohort,”
which was published in Appetite in 2019.  Coauthors include Alison Tovar, Truls
Ostbye, Sara E. Benjamin-Neelon.

We would like to extend a special thank you to the Sugar Association and Mead
Johnson Nutrition for their generous sponsorship of the awards, and also thank all who
conducted the application reviews. 

--Tracey Ledoux and Joann McDermid - RPDG Awards Committee Co-Chairs

 
 

Updates from ACEND®: Future Options for
Freestanding Dietetic Internships

ACEND® hosted a virtual town hall in September and the main topic of discussion was
future options for freestanding dietetic internships. This has been a topic of concern
given the 2024 implementation of the graduate degree requirement to sit for the RDN
exam set by CDR as well as the introduction of the Future Education Model (FEM)
Accreditation Standards by ACEND®, which includes a graduate degree standard for
RDNs. While the FEM standards are still being pilot tested and likely will not become
required standards for quite some time, the deadline for CDR’s graduate degree
requirement is fast approaching. This has left free-standing dietetic internships (i.e.
internships not connected to a graduate program) wondering how they can continue to
remain a viable option for students seeking to become RDNs. ACEND® outlined
several options that free-standing internships can consider in the future, all of which
have pros and cons:

1. Make no change and remain a freestanding DI: This may affect recruitment
efforts, but this offers an option for applicants who already have a graduate
degree or who are unable to pursue one at that time.

2. Only admit interns who have completed graduate degrees: This ensures interns
can be cleared to take the RDN exam upon completion of internship, but will
result in a smaller pool of applicants because only those with graduate degrees
can apply.

3. Partner with another institution to offer interns the option of receiving a graduate
degree (independent of completing the DI): This will attract a larger pool of
applications, can give applicants the option to choose their graduate program if
multiple partnerships are formed, and can ensure interns won’t need to wait to
be cleared to take the RDN exam; however, programs will see an initial increase
in their workload as they make this transition.

4. Submit a change to become a combined graduate degree/DI program: This will
attract a larger pool of applications and ensures interns can be cleared to take
the RDN exam upon completion, but programs will see an initial increase in their
workload as they plan their program and submit changes to ACEND®, and they
may have to share some decision making about the DI curriculum.

5. Partner with another institution to offer an FEM graduate program (FG): This will
attract a much larger pool of applicants and ensures students can be cleared to
take the RDN exam upon completion, but programs will see an initial increase in
their workload as they plan their program and submit their application to
ACEND®, and they will have to share some decision making about the
curriculum with their university partners.

To be clear, existing freestanding internships will not be required to offer graduate
coursework by 2024. However, incoming and prospective interns must be made aware
of these graduate degree requirements, which could affect where and how they choose
to complete their supervised practice. Internships can consider any of these options,
including making no changes at all, and adjust their program structure and recruitment
efforts accordingly.
 
 



House of Delegates Summary of Committee Reports

Academy committees and/or task forces provided updates to the House of Delegates

(HOD) on October 25 and 26th in Philadelphia, PA. Report Highlights are posted prior
to the fall and spring House of Delegates meetings.

Report Highlights can be obtained using the following Academy Web site pathway:
https://www.eatrightpro.org/resource/leadership/house-of-delegates/about-hod-
meetings/fall-meeting-materials. Click on “Academy Committee and Task Force
Reports” to obtain a PDF copy of the full report.

 

November Website Highlight - Webinars

Did you know that RDPG members can access free Webinars on our website? Many
offer free CEUs. Check out the latest webinar titled Intermittent Fasting and Time-
Restricted Feeding: Current Research Findings. We'd also love to hear your ideas for
future Research DPG webinars!

 

Volunteer Opportunity with RDPG - Website Committee

The RDPG website chair is seeking volunteers to produce creative content for the
aesthetic appeal of the RDPG website. If interested, please send your creative content
development experience, weekly and monthly expected time donation (hr/wk and/or
hr/mo), and questions about this opportunity to the RDPG website chair
at webmaster@researchdpg.org. No previous experience is necessary and students
are able to volunteer. 

 

Opportunities with The Digest

Are you a current student looking for publication opportunities? The Digest is actively
seeking student authors of original research publications or high-quality literature
reviews. If interested, please contact Chelsea Schulman
at schulman.chelsea@gmail.com for more information.

 
Interested in serving as a writing mentor for student articles in The Digest? We are
seeking RDPG members that can mentor students on their article submissions on an
"as needed" basis.  Writing mentors will provide support on the submission
process, technical writing techniques, journal styling and citations, and responding to
revision requests. If interested in serving as a writing mentor, please contact
Mentorship Chair Whitney Linsenmeyer at whitney.linsenmeyer@health.slu.edu.  

 
 

RDPG Electronic Mailing List (EML)
Stay current on funding opportunities, job openings, advocacy calls to action, webinars,
and research conversations through direct contact with fellow RDPG members by
opting in to the RDPG EML. EML opt in directions can be found by logging into your

RDPG member account here. 

 

Our mailing address is: 120 South Riverside Plaza, Suite 2190 Chicago, Illinois 60606
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