
Phyllis Stumbo, PhD and Martha
McMurry, MS

The National Nutrient Databank
Conference (NNDC) marked its 30th
anniversary in September, 2006 in
Hawaii. Fittingly it was held in
conjunction with the ADA Food and
Nutrition Conference and Expo (FNCE)
meeting. We say “fittingly” because the
American Dietetic Association helped to
sponsor the first NNDC conference 30
years ago in Portland, Oregon.

At that time, in 1976, the number of
databases was proliferating as fast as
the computer could support the work,
and workers in the field had little
knowledge of how the databases were
developed, how they compared and
what were their relative strengths and
weaknesses. 

The meeting in Hawaii in 2006 had a
vastly different knowledge base of
nutrition information to discuss. Every
practicing dietitian has some experience
with multiple nutrient databases, often
having experience with more than one
computer application. Ever since
Atwater’s early work dietitians have had
a love affair with nutrient information; its
use has facilitated their work and
placed RDs at the forefront of nutritional

management. As further
evidence of the importance
of this field to dietetic
practice, food composition

databases were also the topic of this
year’s FNCE Research Symposium. We
want to describe some of the Research
Symposia talks and show how they
relate to research dietitians.

Suzanne Murphy, PhD, RD “The
Synergy between Dietary Assessment
and Food Composition Data”

Dr. Murphy described how food
composition databases are continually
evolving, reaching beyond a simple list
of essential nutrients to encompass non-
nutrient components (additives), indexes
of carbohydrate metabolism (glycemic
index) and the antioxidant potential
(redox potential) of foods. This
information is not the exclusive province
of the dietitian, but is becoming more
and more available to the consumer,
making the job of the dietitian even
more important as the translator of
nutrition knowledge.

Jean Pennington, PhD, RD: “Sources of
Food Composition Data and
Considerations for Use”

Dr. Pennington related numerous
examples of data sources that may not
be appropriate for designing controlled
diets. For example, data from a
reference database intended to reflect
nutrient values across the entire US,
including distant states as such Hawaii
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and Alaska being used for locally
grown foods. Foods anywhere in the US
may be imported from different growing
climates and soils, increasing nutrient
variability. These factors make lab
analyses of food composites necessary
to characterize the composition of diets
when precise data are needed. Part of
the task for choosing a
database is considering
where and how the data
are derived. 

Phyllis Stumbo, PhD, RD:
“Considerations for Selecting
a Dietary Assessment System” 

A food composition database is
most usable when
incorporated into a software
application that can combine data
into recipes, menus and/or intakes.
Many aspects of a software product
affect its usefulness. Soundness of the
database is arguably the prime
requirement for an assessment system,
but other aspects of the software will
determine its accessibility. Ease in
locating appropriate foods within the
database is crucial. The search strategy
must be clear and dietitian-friendly. And
the reports need to satisfy the need for
education, management and research.
Software products vary in how well they
deliver on these expectations.  

Suzanne McNutt MS, RD:
“Incorporation of Data into Dietary
Assessment Systems”

Data used specifically for dietary
assessment requires special
consideration to guarantee that they
correspond to the foods consumed by
the target population. In particular,
compiling databases for food frequency
questionnaires is complex. In addition to
assigning nutrient values to the food
items involved, the selection of foods to
include and methods for combining
foods to reduce the length of the
questionnaire require careful planning.
Estimating portion size is a critical
activity with any assessment system, but 

selecting a limited number of portions to
keep the tool short is critical when
developing the FFQ. 

Joanne Holden, MS: “What’s Behind
the Numbers: Statistical Sampling”

Selecting foods for analysis to develop
the Standard Reference (SR) Nutrient
Database requires a complex sampling

design to ensure that all regions
of the U.S. are represented

proportionally. The goal is
to guarantee that the SR
database represents the
entire US food supply.

Providing for this nationally
representative data source
is the goal of the
National Food and
Nutrient Analysis Program
(NFNAP) where 100

nutrients for over 1000
foods has been analyzed since

NFNAP has been in place. Nationally
representative data is the foundation for
nutrition research, food policy
development, nutrition education and
monitoring the public health status. 

James Harnly, PhD: “What’s Behind
the Numbers: Analytical Methods” 

Chemical methods for analyzing foods
are widely available, but locating one
for a new food component that is
available, accurate, and reproducible is
sometimes a challenge. Dietitians usually
are not concerned about analytical
methods, but often the method of
analysis must be considered when
combining data from several sources,
when comparing intake to
recommendations and when reporting
the composition of a diet, recipe or
menu. For example, when analyzing
fiber, the method of analysis determines
which fiber components are identified,
how much is present in a food and what
the physiological effect is of
consumption.

Alison Eldridge, PhD, RD: “Maintaining
Accurate and Current Databases in the
Changing Market Place”

One of the most daunting tasks for
dietitians in assessing intake is to identify
the foods being consumed in the
database being used. Consumers take

for granted easy access to a broad
variety of foods and seek out new
products to satisfy a unique need or
desire. Database developers must
scramble to find and describe new
products that constantly evolve to satisfy
changing needs, such as the changes in
product composition seen after new
requirements for trans fat content in
labels came into effect.  Not only must
databases be alert to changes in
nutrient levels, but food names and
descriptions must clearly differentiate
between products with different nutrient
profiles.

Beverly McCabe-Sellers, PhD, RD: “Are
Dietitians’ Needs for Data Being
Met?”  

Clients of today’s dietitians may
originate from around the world and
their food ways often reflect their
traditional foods. Clinical needs for
traditional patients are also broadening,
as new information is incorporated into
therapeutic plans. Interest in antioxidants,
omega-3 fatty acids, and glycemic
index scores increase the needs of the
clinical dietitian for up-to-date and
accurate composition data. Dietetic
education is incorporating new
strategies for database access and
interpretation in their training of the next
generation of dietitians. 

The National Nutrient Databank
Conference is held annually as a forum
for discussing uses and needs of
database users. Dietitians can contribute
valuable data and receive the latest
news in nutrition analysis, content and
computer software. The next NNDC will
be held in Washington DC on Friday,
April 27. Information about NNDC is
found at
http://www.nal.usda.gov/fnic/foodcomp
/conf/index.html.

Dr. Stumbo phyllis-stumbo@uiowa.edu is
the Bionutrition Manager for the GCRC
at the University of Iowa Hospitals and
Clinics in Iowa City, IA and Ms.
McMurry mcmurrym@ohsu.edu is the
Bionutrition Manager for the GCRC at
the Oregon Health & Science University
in Portland, OR. 
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Plant and Prune, then Harvest
Many of you know that I am a
researcher, educator, writer, husband,
and father. What some of you may not
know is that I am also a gardener. I have
a few vegetable beds that I especially
love grooming. This evening, however,
was different…an altogether unpleasant
experience. I found myself pounding,
wiping sweat from my brow, and feeling
totally defeated. Indulge me for a
moment.  

This afternoon, there was a storm with
gusty winds. I never gave it another
thought until I emerged from my home to
go for a walk and saw my prized
Brandywine tomatoes pulled up by the
roots. I could not believe my eyes. I
planted each one from a seed, nurtured
the seedlings for transplanting, watered
them faithfully, pruned the “suckers” from
the stalks, and was patiently waiting for
the gigantic fruit to ripen. After seeing the
disaster area, I went into “rescue” mode,
saving some and feeding the others to
the chickens. (I think that those hens
plotted the whole thing.) Much to my
chagrin, not only were some tomato
plants ruined, but some of my peppers
were also damaged in the process.
However, I am hopeful that the loss of

these few plants will allow
other plants to grow stronger
and be very productive. I was
reminded by my four-year-old
son, Ethan, “I’m sorry about
your plants, Daddy, but at least
you have more.” Why do I
mention this gardening
adventure? 

In the last issue, I welcomed in
“A New Day” for the DPG
and encouraged our
membership to say, “Good morning,” to
our new year. As we continue through
our strategic planning process, I am
realizing that shaping our DPG is much
like gardening. In gardening, we plant
and prune, then harvest. As part of the
strategic planning process, we asked for
your input about things that we are doing
well and things that you believe need to
be changed. We also asked for ideas. It
may be that we need to prune a few
things away in order to make our DPG
stronger and more vibrant. In contrast,
there may have been something growing
that we were ready to cut, perceiving it to
be a weed, only to find that we should
not. As Ralph Waldo Emerson said,
“What is a weed? A plant whose virtues
have not yet been discovered.”

I know that our greatest
strength is our diverse
“packet of seeds,” our

members. You are conceiving
and completing cutting-edge
research, administering key
programs at the federal, state

and local levels, and
providing clinical and other
diverse services in premier
settings across America and
beyond. Another one of our
strengths is NUTRINET, our

listserv, which is aptly coordinated by Dr.
Phyllis Stumbo at the University of Iowa.
NUTRINET is used by our members to
communicate and solve problems on a
daily basis.   

In the last issue of the newsletter, I noted
that our DPG leaders will be making a
roadmap, a gardening plot diagram, to
achieve our mission. As that process
progresses further, we will share our
findings. Here’s to a productive fall, a
time of harvest. As I end, allow me to
leave you with one thought from Keats,
“A thing of beauty is a job forever.” Roll
up your sleeves.

David H. Holben, PhD, RD, LD
Chair, Research DPG
holben@ohio.edu

Chair’s Message

Letter from the Editors 
We hope that many of you were able to attend the annual conference in Hawaii. Conferences are a great time for researchers to
network and share information. After sharing our accomplishments, we always come back feeling a renewed desire to follow our
ideas and look for new solutions. Now that you have returned, you can tell your colleagues all about your vacation in the Pacific, too. 
This year’s conference was a little earlier in the fall than the usual annual convention, and the newsletter you are reading had to go
to the printer before FNCE. We will do our usual follow-up, but those articles will be in your winter issue of The Digest.
Our chairperson, Dave Holben has been working hard to lead us through the strategic planning process. We need to be thankful
for such an avid gardener at our helm. Read his message for more information on this. 
Alison Steiber was one of the travel award recipients last year. She wrote an interesting article about the International Congress on
Nutrition and Metabolism in Renal Disease that she attended. Read her article to update yourself on dialysis and renal research.
For information on applying for a travel award this year, contact Deanna Hoelscher.
Make sure to check out this edition of “Table Talk.” Martha McMurry and Phyllis Stumbo have recapped the 2006 National
Nutrient Databank Conference. This edition of “Member Spotlight” profiles Jeannemarie Beiseigel at the General Mills Bell Institute
of Health and Nutrition. 
If you would like to submit an article for an issue of The Digest, articles for the winter issue must be submitted to Val by October 31,
2006, and articles for the spring issue need to be submitted by January 31 2007.
Enjoy,

Val Episcopo & Melissa Pflugh



Poet and artist, William Morris, stated,
“Not on one strand are all life’s jewels
strung.” Our member spotlight focuses
on a newer member of our practice
group. Jeannemarie M. Beiseigel, Ph.D.,
R.D. Jeannemarie is a Senior Scientist
with the General Mills Bell Institute of
Health & Nutrition (BIHN). She
describes her joy for engaging in an
array of research and the importance of
answering questions of relevance.  
—————————————————————————————
As a member of the Science Team at
General Mills BIHN, I perform a variety
of functions including developing and
conducting human investigations in
weight management, satiety, dietary
habits and more. I must remain abreast
of current nutrition research in order to
advise Research & Development (R&D)
and regulatory personnel, respond to
internal questions and offer guidance for
nutritional platforms and health claims.

I received my B.S. degree in Nutrition
and Foods Systems Management from
Hood College, Frederick, MD, and my
M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in Human
Nutrition, Foods and Exercise from
Virginia Tech. After which, I completed a
dietetic internship at Brigham &
Women’s Hospital in Boston. My
graduate school research focused on
dieting and bone health, particularly in
young-adult females. Following my
academic training and dietetic
internship, I accepted a post-doctoral
research nutritionist position with the
United States Department of Agriculture
— Agricultural Research Service (USDA-
ARS) at the Grand Forks Human
Nutrition Research Center, where I
worked with Janet Hunt, Ph.D., R.D.,
investigating human bioavailability of
iron and zinc from foods. I chose my
current position with General Mills,
because rather than selecting a focused
area of research, this position allows me
to investigate a wide variety of topics
relevant to today’s consumers. 

My recently completed research
projects include two studies of human 

zinc absorption from low or high zinc
diets, an investigation of the interactions
of phytate and calcium on zinc
absorption and a comparison of human
iron absorption between agricultural
products which also examined the
validity of an in vitro Caco-2 cell model
to predict human iron bioavailability in
these foods. I am also completing an
algorithm to predict zinc absorption from
whole diets. These projects have global
relevance as we try to identify attributes
and solutions to micronutrient
deficiencies. My research at General
Mills examines trends in dietary intake
among North American populations
and issues relevant to weight
management. 

In general, I am interested in a variety of
health topics and like to maintain a
working knowledge of current nutrition
research. I am required to investigate,
evaluate, and summarize results from
nutrition research for other scientific and
non-scientific members of the company
as well as the general public. My
present position also allows me to
actively research topics of interest to
today’s consumers without limiting myself
to one area of expertise. 

When deciding on a specific area of
nutrition research, I recommend that one
not limit oneself. If you want to explore
new areas, use your knowledge and
experience to integrate these emerging
topics into your traditional area of
expertise. I highly recommend attending
professional conferences where you can
generate new research ideas and meet
with others working in your area. Do not
hesitate to brainstorm with other
professionals and suggest future
collaborations. And finally, remain
interested — continually evaluate the
importance and relevance of your
research in today’s world.

At present, my primary career goal is to
maintain a sense of success and
achievement and never get bored. I
want to continually feel that I am
contributing something of importance
towards improving human health. 

Membership with ADA has significantly
aided my academic and career
progression. I obtained financial funding
through ADA during graduate school.
Attendance at annual conferences has
allowed me to interact with nutrition
professionals and identify various career
options open to dietitians. I have
completed continuing education through
the ADA which has enhanced my
knowledge and qualifications.
NUTRINET has been an excellent tool
for communicating with other nutrition
researchers and for learning of new
opportunities.

Research is critical because it enables
us to respond when your aunt asks if she
is getting enough calcium, your sister
asks if her two-year-old is growing
adequately, your friend wants to lower
his cholesterol or your uncle is
recovering from triple-by-pass surgery.
There is so much that we do not yet
know, but we all want the answers.
Therefore, research is required. 

—————————————————————————————

The Member Spotlight is arranged by
Sharon M. (Shelly) Nicklos-Richardson,
PhD, RD, Associate Professor
Department of Human Nutrition, Foods
and Exercise at Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and State University Blacksburg,
Virginia 24061-0430. If you would like
to recommend a RDPG member for an
upcoming spotlight, contact Shelly at:
snrichar@vt.edu.

Member Spotlight
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Volunteer Needed
Would you like to help your DPG
and learn about interesting people
who are doing fascinating work? If
so, we have a volunteer opportunity
for you! Shelly Nickols-Richardson is

stepping down as coordinator of
The Member Spotlight. We are
seeking a volunteer to take over 

as coordinator by 
January 1, 2007. Contact 

Val at vepiscop@maxwell.syr.edu
for more information.
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Alison Steiber, PhD, RD, LD

The International Congress on
Metabolism and Nutrition in Renal
Disease (ICNMRD) is held once every
two years. This meeting represents the
best of renal nutrition experts from
around the world and in February 2006
my graduate student, Monica Serra,
and I attended for the first time. This
year’s meeting was held in Merida,
Yucatan, Mexico. I have attended many
meetings held by the National Kidney
Foundation and so was relatively
familiar with the American renal nutrition
presenters; however, this would be the
first time I would have the opportunity to
hear many of the researchers whom I
had followed over the years. 

The executive committee of ICNMRD
represents the flavor and the depth of
the presentations given throughout the
meeting. Denis Fouque, MD, PhD, from
France is president. He and his
colleague, Noel Cano, MD presented
the findings from The French Intradialytic
Nutrition Evaluation (FINE) Study. This
study investigated the effects of
InterDialytic Parenteral Nutrition (IDPN)
verses oral supplements on nutritional
status. The results, although preliminary,
seem to indicate that there is no
additional benefit from the IDPN over
oral supplements. However, probably
the most dramatic finding was the
improvement in albumin and other
nutritional parameters from both the
nutrition interventions. This work provides
data to substantiate the need for better
reimbursement of nutrition supplements in
dialysis patients. Dr. Gianfranco
Guarnieri, from Italy, President-Elect of
ICMNRD, gave an eloquent review of
the history of carnitine treatment in
patients with chronic kidney disease.
This review covered landmark studies
done by him and others and ended with

two very recent studies published in
2006. His conclusions were that
although the work in carnitine and
dialysis has been controversial, the
recent studies have shown that carnitine
treatment can improve quality of life in
dialysis patients and that more work
needs to be done in this area. Finally,
Dr. Alp Ikizler, a nephrologist from
Vanderbilt and secretary-treasurer of
ICNMRD, presented on the influences
of glucose homeostasis on the protein
metabolism of chronic kidney disease
patients. 

In addition to the physicians who
attended and presented, this meeting
had a very large attendance by renal
dietitians. Each day, a free
communication period was held for oral
presentations by dietitians, such as
Monica and I. Interestingly, the dietitian
presentations garnered a full house
each day. It was wonderful to exchange
ideas and information with dietitians
from Brazil, Sweden, Australia, China,
Spain and of course Mexico, just to
name a few of the countries
represented. Data were presented by
renal dietitians on validation of nutrition
assessment tools, under-reporting on 24
hour recalls by dialysis patients, resting
energy expenditure of dialysis patients
and different patterns of body
compartments and the changes that
occur in peritoneal dialysis patients. K.
Campbell from Australia presented her
dissertation work on the validation of
subjective global assessment (SGA) in
dialysis patients. The study assessed the
original, 7 point, patient-generated, and
the malnutrition inflammation score
formats of SGA against total body
potassium in 50 pre-dialysis patients. The
results of this study indicate that the
original SGA format best detected
depleted body cell mass (p<0.02). 

C. Avesani, from Brazil, reported on a
study with 47 pre-dialysis chronic kidney
disease patients where correlations with
visceral adiposity and abdominal body
composition measures were assessed.
She found that the suprailiac skinfold
correlated best with computed
tomography (CT) subcutaneous fat (r =
0.83, p<0.01) and abdominal and
waist circumferences correlated with
both CT subcutaneous fat (r = 0.72 and
0.66, p<0.01, respectively) and CT
visceral fat (r = 0.69 and 0.66, p<0.01,
respectively). These findings seemed to
indicate that inexpensive measures such
as waist circumference and skinfolds
were highly associated with techniques
such as CT, and therefore, were good
alternatives in the clinical dialysis setting.
Also from the Brazil group were findings
on the impact of inflammation on resting
energy expenditure (REE) in
hemodialysis patients. M. Kamimura
presented findings from her study on 55
hemodialysis patients and pair-matched
healthy control subjects. Inflammation
was measured using high-sensitivity C-
reactive protein (CRP) and REE was
measured with indirect calorimetry. In a
multivariate analysis, age (?= -5.21,
p<0.008), lean body mass (?= 20.5,
p<0.001), and CRP (?= 21.9, p<0.02)
were independent determinants of REE
(R2 = 0.60). As can be seen from these
results, the dietitians in attendance were
doing terrific research that contributed
greatly to the nutrition body of literature. 

Overall, the meeting was very
informative and a good place to
establish contacts with colleagues from
around the world. I highly recommend
this meeting to anyone interested in
nutrition and metabolism especially
those working with chronic kidney
disease patients. The next ICNMRD
meeting will take place in Marseilles,
France from June 11-14th, 2008!

2005-2006 RDPG Travel Award Winner’s Report

Problems Getting Your Newsletter?
Did you receive the summer issue of The Digest? RDPG has been taking great
strides to improve delivery of our newsletters. If you or someone you know did not
receive the summer issue, please contact Melissa at Melissa.pflugh@gmail.com.
She will send you all back issues you missed and help troubleshoot the problem.
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Organization 2006/2007 2006/2007
Meeting Date Abstract Deadline 

American College of Nutrition October 5-8, 2006 CLOSED
http://www.amcollnutr.org/ Reno, NV

NAASO, The Obesity Society October 20-24, 2006 CLOSED
http://www.naaso.org/ Boston, MA

American Public Health Association November 4-8, 2006 CLOSED
http://www.apha.org/meetings/ Boston, MA

Society of Behavioral Medicine March 21-24, 2007 CLOSED
http://www.sbm.org/meeting/future/future.html Washington, DC

FASEB — Experimental Biology April 28 - May 2, 2007 Nov. 8, 2006
http://www.eb2007.org/ Washington, DC

Society for Prevention Research May 30-June 1, 2007 CLOSED
http://www.preventionresearch.org/future_conferences.php Washington, DC

International Society for Behavioral Nutrition and Physical Activity June 20-23, 2007 Jan. 31, 2007
http://www.isbnpa.org/meeting.cfm Oslo, Norway

School Nutrition Association July 15-18, 2007 Oct. 28, 2006
http://docs.schoolnutrition.org/meetingsandevents/anc2007/ Chicago, IL

Society for Nutrition Education July 28-Aug. 1, 2007 Jan. 19, 2007 or 
http://www.sne.org/conference/call4abstracts.htm Chicago, IL March 1, 2007 

($50 fee)

American College of Nutrition Sept. 19-23, 2007 Oct. 15, 2006
http://www.amcollnutr.org/ Orlando, FL

American Dietetic Association Sept. 29-Oct. 2, 2007 February, 2007
http://www.eatright.org/cps/rde/xchg/ada/hs.xsl/events.html Philadelphia, PA

American Public Health Association Nov. 3-7, 2007 February, 2007
http://www.apha.org/meetings/ Washington, DC

Upcoming Conferences

� Congratulations to… ADA Award
Recipients. Two RDPG members
were presented with awards during
the 2006 Food and Nutrition
Conference and Expo in Honolulu,
Hawaii. Christina K. Biesemeier,
MS, RD, LDN, FADA received the
Medallion Award, and Mary E.
Hise, PhD, RD, CNSD received the
Dietetics Education award.
Congratulations Christina and
Mary, and thank you for your
contributions to the profession. 

� First RD Joins CMS Medicare
Committee… Congratulations to
RDPG member Ronni Chernoff,
PhD, RD, on her appointment to a
two-year term on the Center for
Medicare & Medicaid Services’
Medicare Coverage Advisory
Committee, beginning January
2007. She is the first registered
dietitian to serve as a voting
member of the committee, which
advises CMS on whether medical
items and services are reasonable
and necessary under Medicare
law. Appointment to this committee
is highly competitive, with members
selected on the basis of their

expertise, education and
background in a wide variety of
scientific, clinical and related fields.
For more information, visit
www.cms.hhs.gov/FACA/02_
MCAC.asp.

� The ADA Nominating Committee
is accepting nominations… for
enthusiastic, visionary, and
dedicated individuals for the
American Dietetic Association,
Commission on Dietetic Registration
2007 national ballot positions and

News and Notables

Continued on page 7
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the Leadership Database.
Nominations for President-elect and
Speaker-elect were due August 1,
2006. All other nominations are
due November 1, 2006.

Nominees are discouraged from
vacating an elected office to serve
in another elected office, whether at
the DPG or affiliate level. An
individual serving in a nationally
elected ADA position is not eligible
to be considered for the national
ADA ballot where terms of service

would overlap.  The nomination
process will take 1-2 minutes to
complete.

Self-nomination is encouraged. 
For more information: http://
www.eatright.org/nominations

� NIH funding opportunity
reissued… PA-06-510:
Exploratory/Developmental 
Grant for Clinical Studies of
Complementary and Alternative
Medicine (R21) is now open for
submissions. For more information:
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/p
a-files/PA-06-510.html

Thank You!
RDPG would like to acknowledge

Martha McMurry and Phyllis
Stumbo, the authors 

of “Table Talk,” for their
contributions to The Digest. “Table
Talk” has become a highly valued

feature of our newsletter issues.
Thanks again to Martha and

Phyllis for their continued
commitment to our DPG!

The Nominating Committee of the Research DPG is seeking
members who are interested in running for office to serve in the
2007-2008 fiscal year.  This year, we will be electing a Chair-
Elect, a Secretary, and two members of the Nominating
Committee.  Candidates must be current members of the
Research DPG, and cannot simultaneously hold an elected or
appointed office in another DPG, an elected office in ADA or
an elected office in a related ADA organizational unit (e.g.,
affiliate or district association).  If you are interested, would like
to nominate a member and/or would like more information,
please contact Linda Snetselaar, Nominating Committee Chair
(linda-snetselaar@uiowa.edu) no later than OCTOBER 15,
2006.

� Chair-elect. The Chair-elect serves for one year. Functions
of the Chair-elect:
• Serves as a member of the Executive Committee.
• Performs the functions of the office of Chair in the

Chair’s absence or when the Chair is unable to
perform the functions of the Chair as determined by
the Executive Committee.

• Appoints the chairs and members of all standing
committees to serve during the Chair-elect’s term as
Chair.

• Prepares the program of work for the term of office as
Chair.

• Plans, organizes, and coordinates educational
programs at the ADA Food & Nutrition Conference &
Expo.

• Assists with seeking funding for projects and/or
programs of RDPG.

• Performs other duties as specified in the current job
description or as designated by the Executive
Committee.

� Secretary. The Secretary serves for two years. Functions of
the Secretary:
• Serves as a member of the Executive Committee.
• Responsible for ensuring that the minutes of meetings

of the Executive Committee and of the RDPG
membership meeting(s) are recorded, reviewed, and
filed at the ADA Headquarters.

• Directs distribution of the official ballot to members by
mail or electronically.

• Notifies each candidate for office of the election
results. 

• Maintains official documents of RDPG including
Guiding Principles.

• Conducts correspondence as directed by the RDPG
Executive Committee.

• Performs other duties as specified in the current job
description or as designated by the Executive
Committee.

� Nominating Committee. Members of the Nominating
Committee each serve two year terms. The Nominating
Committee is responsible for:
• Preparing an official ballot
• Ensuring that the nominees meet the formal eligibility

requirements of office and are personally and
professionally qualified to effectively represent and
further the interests of the Association and the DPG

• Presenting candidates for the office of Chair-elect, the
office of Secretary, the office of Treasurer, and for
each vacancy on the Nominating Committee

• Submitting the final nominations to the Executive
Committee for information and for dissemination in the
form of a ballot to the RDPG membership
electronically and/or in print

Research DPG Call for Nominations

Continued from page 6
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