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Happy Spring 2015!  

For many, this past winter has been a 
challenge with record snow falls!  I am 
looking forward to the joys of spring, 
warmer temperatures, and flowers.  
As we move into spring, I encourage 
you to make the Research DPG a part 
of your professional resources.   We 
have just concluded Research DPG 
elections for the 2015-2016 year.  Let 
me extend my congratulations to our 
newly elected officers:  Lauri Byerley as 
Chair-elect, Brook Harmon as Secretary, 
and Nancy Emenaker as Nominating 
Committee member.  I also want 
to thank all members who ran for a 
position on the ballot.  Having such 
outstanding candidates is a testament 
to the excellence of the Research 
DPG.  This year, we worked to provide 
email reminders for you to vote in the 

Academy elections.  Results showed 
that out of our 935 members, 22% cast a 
ballot.  Thank you to those who took the 
time to vote.  I do hope we can improve 
that percentage in upcoming years.

There are a number of activities being 
worked on by the Research DPG 
Executive Committee for the 2015 
FNCE in Nashville, TN, October 3-6.  We 
will be co-presenting a preconference 
workshop on Non-nutritive Sweeteners 
and Health, and an educational session 
and member breakfast is being planned 
by Chair-elect Karin Pennington.  Please 
watch for further details on these 
events in our monthly eblasts and on 
our web site at www.researchdpg.org.   

Speaking of the Research DPG website, 
one of the goals during my tenure as 
Chair of the Research DPG is to redesign 

and improve the website.  Under the 
guidance of Liz Parker, Research DPG 
website Chair, we are in the process of 
contracting for the services of a website 
designer to begin the redesign.  Over 
the next several months, the Research 
DPG website will become more user-
friendly and informative.  My thanks to 
Liz and her committee for their work on 
our behalf.  

Our Executive Committee is 
committed to continuing activities 
and collaborations that enhance the 
relevance and visibility of the Research 
DPG and, more importantly, benefit the 
members.  I welcome suggestions of 
potential ways we can serve you better.
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