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The Academy’s upcoming centennial has not only provided an 
opportune time to reflect on how nutrition and dietetics has 
changed, but also to envision how we will continue to elevate 
our profession, expand our reach, and do more to improve 
health around the world in the next 100 years.  

In an online member survey conducted in late August 2016, 
1,716 individuals provided feedback on 13 opportunity 
areas and scope the Academy had identified as potential 
areas of focus for the future. Participants ranked perceived 
importance of opportunity areas on a scale of 1 – 5 (1 being 
least important and 5 being most important). All items were 
recognized to be important with an average score of at least 
3.69. The top ranked areas of importance include:

• Prevention and Health Care: Accelerate the shift in the 
health care system to emphasize preventive care, especially 
through an increased focus on diet and physical activity.

• Environment, Behavior, and Choice: Support healthy 
choices by scaling programs that create a culture of health at 
work sites, schools, and throughout the community.

• Food and Nutrition Security: Prioritize actions to prevent 
and divert wasted food at all stages of the food value chain 
to provide nutrient-dense food for people who need it while 
benefitting the environment, society and the economy.

• Food and Nutrition Security: Engage all points of contact 
in the health care system to ensure vulnerable populations 
have access to nutrient-dense foods.

Participants also identified other priority areas such as: 
need for increased insurance coverage and reimbursement, 
collaboration with other professions and agencies, increasing 
the view of RDNs as the nutrition expert, improving the current 
educational model for RDNs, capitalizing on technology to 
advance health and wellness, and implementing regular 
nutrition education in school curriculums. 

Thank you to all who responded to this survey! Your opinion 
will help shape the direction our organization and profession 
moves. I invite everyone to share opinions and ideas each time 
there is an opportunity to provide input. Updates and requests 
for input will be communicated as they are available. 

The Academy needs to hear from RDPG members like you! To 
learn more about the Second Century Visioning Process,  
visit eatrightfoundation.org/secondcentury.

Second Century Member 
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The Accreditation Council for Education in Nutrition and 
Dietetics (ACEND®) has released the DRAFT Future Education 
Model (FEM) Accreditation Standards for Associate, Bachelor 
and Master Degree Programs for public comment. The draft 
standards, which include the expected competencies and 
performance indicators for each degree level (Associate, 
Baccalaureate and Master) and a webinar describing their 
development, are available on the ACEND website (www.
eatright.org/acend; click on ‘Standards Committee’ under the 
Proposed Future Education Model heading).

ACEND is requesting stakeholder input and encouraging 
everyone to provide comments on the draft standards until 
November 28, 2016 at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
FEMComments.

The September Standards Update provides additional 
information about the Future Education Model Accreditation 
Standards development process and addresses questions 
received during the past month. The September issue and all 
previous issues of the Standards Update are posted on the 
ACEND website (www.eatright.org/acend).

ACEND also hosts monthly virtual town hall meetings that are 
open to all stakeholders. Beginning October 4, the town hall 
meeting day and time will change to the first Tuesday of each 
month at 2:00 p.m. (Central Time). Information for connecting 
to the virtual town hall is posted on the ACEND standards 
committee webpage.

It is important for members of the Research Dietetic Practice 
Group to review and provide comment on the Future 
Education Models. Regardless of whether or not you are 
currently involved with a dietetic education program, these 
models will impact the profession in the future. Member input 
is critical to ensure that the models are designed to meet the 
future educational needs of the dietetics profession. If you 
have questions, please send them to acend@eatright.org, call 
312-899-4872 or participate in one of the Town Hall meetings 
so ACEND can respond to them. Future editions of the monthly 
update will include these questions and an ACEND response.
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