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4. What are your plans for the future (e.g., academia, 
government, and/or industry)? 

Upon completion of my dietetic internship at the 
NIH, I intend to pursue a Ph.D. in a nutrition-related 
field. My goal is to pursue a career as a clinician-
scientist, Registered Oncology Dietitian, and 
Professor of Nutrition and Dietetics. 

5. Do you have any advice or words of wisdom to 
share with students interested in the nutrition field?

Volunteer as much as possible. It is a great way 
to discover a field you may not have previously 
considered; network with dietitians as well as other 
health professionals and apply what you learn in 
the classroom to the real world. Most importantly, 
volunteering allows you to play a critical role in 
helping organizations and hospitals which aid the 
communities they serve.  
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Letter from the Editor

Dear Research DPG Members, 

I am the new Editor-in-Chief for our newsletter, The 
Digest, and an Assistant Professor at the Department of 
Nutrition at the University of California at Davis. I am 
thrilled for the opportunity to serve the members of 
the Research DPG and the readership of The Digest 
from this position.

Over the last few months, our daily lives have 
dramatically changed affecting, among other domains, 
research progress and productivity. As a matter of 
fact, the publication of this issue been delayed due to 
unexpected challenges that many of the contributors 
had to overcome to finalize their submissions. This issue 
includes many interesting interviews, articles, and updates 
from the Research DPG that I hope you enjoy. 

We are currently seeking research articles from re-
searchers working in the area of nutrition and dietetics 
as well as nutrition students/ dietetics interns. If you or 
any RDPG member(s) you know do not have research 
findings to publish but would like to write an article 
or series of articles on a particular topic (e.g., research 
methodology or literature review), please let me know.

If you have any questions, comments, and/or referrals 
for authors or article topics, please submit them to 
mchondr@ucdavis.edu.

Sincerely,
Maria Chondronikola, PhD, RDN
Editor-in-Chief


