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It is an honor to have been elected Delegate, as representative 
of the Research DPG to The Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics 
House of Delegates (HOD). Over the next three years, I will be 
communicating with you, the members of the Research DPG, 
for HOD-related matters. 

The Fall 2017 HOD meeting was held on October 20 and 21, 
2017, at the Hyatt Regency Chicago Hotel, Chicago, Illinois, prior 
to the 2017 Food and Nutrition Conference and Expo™ (FNCE®). 
The purpose of this article is to provide a summary of the Fall 
2017 meeting for the members of the Research DPG. 

Dianne Polly and HOD Leadership Team led HOD members in 
two HOD Dialogue Sessions: 

1. Championing RDNs in Roles of Leadership in Public Health; 
and 

2. Ethics (Code of Ethics – Communication and Education 
Strategies). 

These sessions were the primary focus of the meeting and will 
be the primary focus of this article. 

During the ‘Championing’ HOD Dialogue Session, HOD partici-
pants sought to: 

1. understand the relevance of public health leadership roles 
to the profession of nutrition and dietetics; 

2. recognize themes or significant trends among leaders that 
facilitated their rise to public health leadership; 

3. stimulate discussions on what systems, structures, and col-
laborations must be in place to help nutrition and dietetics 
practitioners pursue this high level of leadership; and 

4. identify key action steps nutrition and dietetics practitioners 
can take to prepare for and pursue public health leadership 
positions and advocate for current and future opportunities. 

During the ‘Ethics’ HOD Dialogue Session, HOD participants 
sought to: 

1. identify effective communication and education strategies 
for the final revised and approved Code of Ethics; and 

2. assist in identifying case examples/scenarios related to the 
proposed principles in the Code of Ethics. 

Several updates were also delivered during the HOD meeting. 
Updates were provided by Academy President, Donna Martin, 
Academy Foundation Chair, Marty Yadrick, Academy Treasurer, 
Jo Jo Dantone-DeBarbieris, the Academy Nominating Commit-
tee, and the Academy Political Action Committee (ANDPAC). 

Again, it is an honor to serve as your Delegate to HOD, should 
you have questions, comments, or input, please feel free to con-
tact me using the contact information provided in this newslet-
ter for me. 
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