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Research DPG Members,

In June, I humbly took the reins from Dr. Vargas as Chair of the Re-
search DPG. What an honor to guide the efforts of the Executive 
Committee and serve all of you. We start the year with a strategic 
plan in place aimed at:

• Expanding prospective food and nutrition research, and

• Conducting systematic reviews and developing evidence-
based practice guidelines and position papers in collabora-
tion with key stakeholders.

Many DPG initiatives were identified to optimize achievement of 
these strategic goals—some a continuation from past years and 
some new. I selected the following four highlights to share with 
you:

Grant funding and recognition. Thanks to the diligent efforts 
of Sponsorship Committee members Lauri Byerley and Carol Berg 
Sloan, we’ve already obtained the sponsorship funds needed for 
both student and active DPG member awards and grants. 

In addition, we’ll continue to identify DPG members to nominate 
for Academy national awards and alert members about Acade-
my-level leadership opportunities. Last year, two of our nominees 
won national awards:

• Medallion Award: Dr. Karen Chapman-Novafokski, PhD, RD, 
LDN, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

• Excellence in Practice Award: Dr. Susan Steck, PhD, MPH, RD, 
FAND, University of South Carolina

Please be on the lookout for email blasts and listserv posts about 
these opportunities.

NOT GETTING EMAIL BLASTS OR LISTSERV/EML POSTS?

Remedy this today—sign into the researchdpg.org and  
go to your profile. Scroll down to Subscriptions and “opt in”  

for both of these options.

Mentorship of researchers. Mentorship Chair Whitney Linsen-
meyer will continue to pair senior researchers with up-and-com-
ing researchers. Also, we are expanding the program to include a 
publication track, which will pair members who have published 
with those wanting guidance on how to navigate the process of 
getting published in the scientific literature. Interested? Email rd-
pgmentor@gmail.com.

Promotion of diversity in research. Previous RDPG Diversity 
Liaison, Dr. Suzi Baxter, was awarded a grant on behalf of our DPG. 
She’ll be overseeing this grant, which includes collaborating on 

the development of a series of webinars about individuals with 
disabilities. And, our current Diversity Liaison, Dr. Shelly DeBiasse, 
is working on expanding the inclusivity of our DPG.

Member-only resources. The Digest continues to evolve, and 
this year it will include a treasure trove of research resources 
and our DPG webinars will continue to look for ways to fill 
gaps with regards to research topics. Got ideas? Please email 
researchdpgchair@gmail.com.

Lastly, please mark your calendars!

We hope to see all of you at FNCE. Please save the date for the Re-
search DPG Member Reception which will take place on Sunday, 
October 27th from 5:00 pm-6:30 pm. We’ll keep you posted as we 
work out the details.

And, if you are coordinating, moderating, or presenting a session 
or poster at FNCE, we want to know.  We are posting a running 
list on the website. Please email your session information to 
webmaster@researchdpg.org.

I look forward to a busy and exciting year!

Best,

Barb
Barbara Gordon, MBA, RDN, LD
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