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The Research DPG benefits from the 
collective wealth of knowledge, experi-
ence and contributions from across our 
membership, and this year, for the first 
time, we created a new initiative focused 
on formalizing our appreciation of well-
deserving members through RDPG 
member nomination for Academy of 
Nutrition and Dietetics National Awards.  
Focusing on the Medallion Award this 
year, we solicited identification of po-
tential nominees from RPDG members, 
including self-identification.  After con-
tacting a short list of potential nominees 
and reviewing preliminary information 
to identify well-matched candidates ac-
cording to the specific Medallion Award 
selection criteria, we were pleased to of-
ficially nominate two longstanding RDPG 
members, Drs. Nancy Lewis and Linda 
Snetselaar.  The Academy selection com-
mittee shared our enthusiasm, and I am 
happy to report that both nominees will 
be awarded the 2018 Medallion Award 
at FNCE® in Washington. This award was 
founded to “…honor Academy members 
who have shown dedication to the high 
standards of the nutrition and dietetics 
profession through active participation 
in leadership and devotion to serving 
others in dietetics and allied health 
fields.”

Nancy Lewis, PhD, RDN, FADA, FAND has 
a long record of distinguished leader-
ship service to the Academy including 
Chair of the Research Council, the Board 
of Directors and the House Leadership 
Team. Dr. Lewis has served the Nebraska 
and Lincoln District Dietetic Associations, 
as well as our own Research Dietetic 
Practice Group as both Chair and Trea-
surer. She has led the dietetics profession 
through executive roles on the Nutri-
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tion Care Process/Terminology (NCPT) 
Advisory Committee during its found-
ing years, and under her leadership, 
the NCPT Advisory Committee’s work 
gained growing support, leading to the 
adoption of the NCP and Terminology 
by members in their work settings.  Her 
investment in the future of the dietetics 
profession has been strengthened by her 
many contributions as an exceptional 
educator with the vision to recognize the 
need for PhD/RDNs and promote a cul-
ture of research within our profession. 

Linda Snetselaar, PhD, RDN, LDN has 
made numerous outstanding contribu-
tions to dietetics and nutrition research 
through her key leadership role as Editor-
in-Chief of our preeminent Journal of the 
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics. Her 
own body of research has transformed 
concepts and practices of behavior 
modification as it applies to counseling.  
She has a long track record of excep-
tional service to the Academy including 
the Board of Directors as well as chairing 
several committees at national, state 
and regional levels, including the Iowa 
City Dietetic Association.  Her efforts to 
advance our profession through her con-
tributions as an outstanding role model 
throughout her career by promoting the 
growth and education of the RDN as the 
qualified expert in dietetics and nutrition 
and in positioning the RDN as the foun-
dation for translating nutrition science 
into practice will have long-term benefits 
for us all.

Together, I know we all share in our ap-
preciation of Drs. Snetselaar and Lewis! 

Please look for our next notice seeking 
your support in helping us identify po-
tential RDPG member nominees for the 
2019 Academy National Awards.  Feel 

free to also have a chat with me at FNCE® 
in Washington as our committee strat-
egizes the 2019 round of nominations.  
And we welcome those who would like 
to serve on our National Awards commit-
tee – RDPG member perspectives from 
across all career stages and career paths 
are important and welcome!


