
 

 

October 15, 2019 

 

Dear SSR Member, 
 
As you may know, it was recently announced that the 2021 SSR Annual Meeting will be held  
in St. Louis, Missouri. The SSR Board, along with other SSR members, have spent 
considerable time reflecting on this location because in May 2019, the Missouri state 
government passed legislation (House Bill 126) to limit access to abortion services. We 
recognize that some members disagree with the venue for this reason and some have 
suggested that SSR pull out of the St. Louis commitment. The objective for this action 
would be to send a message that SSR opposes HB126 and instead supports Reproductive, 
Gender, and Sexuality equity. At this time, however, the SSR Bylaws explicitly prevent the 
Society from acting in this manner.  
 
The SSR is here to serve our members and the leadership team sincerely values and 
respects input from all. SSR members are welcome to explore the option to update the 
language of the Bylaws to allow the Society to challenge current or impending policy. It is 
important to note that any change in the Bylaws would be subject to a reading and a vote 
by the entire membership.  At this time then, the plan is to retain the commitment to St. 
Louis, Missouri for the 2021 Annual Meeting based on current SSR Bylaws that limit 
politically or socially motivated action and because the venue is attractive and well-suited 
for our needs. Further, it is recognized that the political climate regarding reproductive 
rights remains uncertain nationwide; therefore, the SSR Leadership would like to focus the 
attention towards the great science that makes us who we are and reinforce our passion 
for Reproductive Biology by remaining steadfast in our mission: “To Advance the Science of 
Reproduction, Fertility, and Development for the Benefit of Humans and Animals.”    
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
The SSR Leadership Team                                                                                                                                             


