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Bio: 
Dr. Francesca E. Duncan earned her doctorate in Cell and Molecular Biology from the University of 
Pennsylvania and completed post-doctoral fellowships in reproductive science and medicine at the 
University of Pennsylvania and at Northwestern University. She began her career as an independent 
investigator in 2014 as an Assistant Professor in the Department of Anatomy and Cell Biology at the 
University of Kansas Medical Center.  In 2016, she was recruited back to Northwestern University 
where she is currently an Assistant Professor in the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology in the 
Feinberg School of Medicine and Co-Director of the Center for Reproductive Science. She also holds 
an Assistant Professor-in-Residence position at the Buck Institute for Research on Aging in the Center 
for Reproductive Longevity and Equality. Dr. Duncan leads a research program focused on 
understanding the cellular mechanisms of how aging – both physiologic and iatrogenic - impacts 
reproductive potential at the levels of the gamete and ovary. Most recently, as the Principal Investigator 
of the Ovarian Contraceptive Discovery Initiative, Dr. Duncan has expanded her research to 
encompass modulating reproductive capacity through identification of novel targets for non-hormonal 
contraception in the ovary using innovative models such as in vitro follicle growth and ovulation.  She 
has co-authored 74 manuscripts in the area of reproductive biology, and her work has been highlighted 
on BBC radio, in Discover Magazine, and by the Faculty of 1000. She is an active member of the 
scientific community and is an ad hoc reviewer for 35 journals and has been on the editorial board of 
Molecular Human Reproduction, Scientific Reports, Molecular Reproduction and Development, and 
Frontiers in Reproductive Endocrinology.  In addition to research, Dr. Duncan is a passionate teacher 
and is committed to educating the next generation of reproductive scientists.  She has mentored 
numerous trainees in her laboratory and directs the Master of Science in Reproductive Science and 
Medicine program at Northwestern University. She has also served as course faculty in the Frontiers 
in Reproduction Course since 2009 (after being a “FIRbee” herself in 2004). Dr. Duncan is the recipient 
of several honors including a 2017 United States Fulbright Award and the 2019 Virendra B. Mahesh 
New Investigator Award from the Society for the Study of Reproduction. 
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