Matthew Dean
Ann and Sol Schreiber Mentored Investigator
University of Illinois at Chicago

Dear Fellow SSR Trainees:
I am currently a postdoc in Joanna Burdette’s
laboratory at the University of Illinois at Chicago,
and I would love to be your Trainee
Representative! SSR is an amazing organization
that disseminates scientific information, shapes
public policy on scientific issues, and, perhaps
most importantly, helps train the next generation
of reproductive biologists! Plus the SSR annual
meeting is an incredible experience. I remember
my first SSR meeting, the 2009 meeting in
Pittsburgh. I met so many people whom I only
knew through publications. I would love to give
back to SSR by representing my fellow trainees.
Reproductive science is a diverse field with
researchers in animal science, biology, and
biomedical research. I believe that I can represent the trainee members of SSR as I have
worked in all of these fields. During my MS I worked on selection of the dominant follicle in the
animal science program at West Virginia University. Next my PhD in the Biology department at
Idaho State University examined the effects of ovarian steroids in endometrial metabolism using
mink as a research model. Currently, I work on two major projects at the University of Illinois at
Chicago: 1) to elucidate the role of the ovary in tumors that start in the fallopian tube (previously
thought to be ovarian in origin), and 2) the identification and characterization of natural products
that interact with the progesterone receptor. Working in these diverse areas of reproductive
biology will help me understand the diverse needs of our trainees.
Leadership skills are key for the Trainee Representative. During my PhD I served as Treasurer,
Vice President, and President of the Biology Graduate Student Association (BGSA) at Idaho
State University. I was a Trainee Volunteer at the 2011 SSR meeting, am I am currently serving
as Trainee Representative on the SSR Bylaws Committee. I hope to apply what I’ve learned to
help SSR serve the needs of trainees.
Winning grants and awards are keys to success in academia, and I have been lucky enough to
win several awards for my research. During my PhD I received the outstanding graduate
student award from the Dept. of Biology and a University Research Committee Grant from Idaho
State University. I also received a Grant-in-Aid of Research from Sigma Xi. For my postdoc
research, I received the Lalor Foundation Scientific Merit Award and presented an oral
presentation at the 2016 SSR meeting. At the 2017 ENDO meeting, I won the Presidential
Poster Competition in Tumor Biology and an Outstanding Abstract Award. Finally, I recently
received the Ann Schreiber Mentored Investigator Award from the Ovarian Cancer Research
Fund.

As SSR Trainee Representative, I will focus on these areas:
Expand the Opportunities for Trainees to Meet Each other and Senior Scientists.
Networking is key to success in science. I will make it a priority to increase the opportunities for
trainee scientists to meet and interact, both for scientific purposes and to relax. In addition, it is
important for young scientists to get to know established scientists that can serve as mentors.
Increase Travel Funding for Attending the SSR Annual Meeting.
As I said, attending the SSR meetings is an incredible experience. However, it can be difficult
for trainees to afford meetings, especially given low trainee stipends and a hard funding climate.
Therefore, I will push for more travel grants for trainees to make sure they can attend the SSR
meetings and have the same great experiences I have had attending SSR meeting
Increase Career Guidance for Trainees
Many PhDs are pursing careers outside traditional academia. Even traditional academic jobs
can be hard to navigate. SSR already does a great job of providing career guidance for
trainees, but I will try to increase the availability of CV workshops, mock study sections, and
presentations on alternative career paths.
And of course, I will work on any issue that my fellow trainees bring to my attention. Thank you
for reading my campaign statement!
Matt

Ashley F. George
Graduate Program in Endocrinology and Animal Biosciences
Department of Animal Sciences
Rutgers University
New Brunswick, NJ 08901
Hello Fellow Trainees!
I am writing to express my desire to serve as the 2018-2020 Trainee
Representative to the Society for the Study of Reproduction (SSR)
Board of Directors. I am currently a fifth-year Ph.D. candidate in the
Graduate Program in Endocrinology and Animal Biosciences working in the laboratory of my
advisor, Dr. Carol Bagnell. I believe that my service and mentorship experience, combined with
my enthusiasm for the Society and the field of reproductive sciences, make me a strong
candidate for the position.
I got my start in research in the area of reproduction when I had the opportunity to work with Dr.
Linda Giudice, at the University of San Francisco, on a post-baccalaureate research project on
human endometrial mesenchymal stem cells and endometriosis. My enthusiasm for
reproductive biology, both as a patient and a trainee scientist, motivated me to pursue my PhD
in the field. My dissertation research now in Dr. Carol Bagnell's lab, studying maternal
programming of postnatal uterine development, has extended my interest in early life events
and how adverse exposure during critical periods can alter developmental trajectory. In Spring
2016, I gained additional research training in the Frontiers in Reproduction course at the Marine
Biological Laboratory in Woods Hole, MA that furthered my passion for reproductive sciences.
I have participated in the SSR meetings for the past five years and I am continually amazed by
how established members of the society strongly support trainees. Not only do they provide
insight on our research projects, but they provide multiple opportunities for professional
development. Further, the encouragement and support of SSR members provides a welcoming
environment for trainees to ask questions and network with renowned scientists.
Moreover, I am incredibly thankful for the generosity of the society. I have been a recipient of
the Larry Ewing Memorial Trainee Travel Fund (LEMTTF) these past five years, in addition to
receiving the USDA-NIFA-AFRI travel award in 2015. These funds have insured my continued
participation in the annual meetings and the opportunities experienced have made them
invaluable.
Due to these benefits, it is my wish to give back to the society. I have volunteered at multiple
meetings and this past year, I was the Trainee-Mentor Luncheon coordinator at the 2017
meeting in DC. This year I am serving as trainee representative for the Future Meetings
Committee.
I have served in a variety of leadership positions in the Endocrinology and Animal Biosciences
Graduate Student Organization here at Rutgers University, from faculty meeting representative
to Treasurer to President. Of note, is my experience in organizing and hosting the Rutgers
University Nutrition, Endocrinology and Food Sciences Graduate Student Conference. Through
this annual event, I have had ample experience in recruiting outside speakers for keynote talks
and career panels, arranging conference space, presentation schedules, and travel plans.
As your elected trainee representative, in addition to current duties, I would like to suggest the
following:

Expand Training-Level Specific Discussions:
I would like to build upon the current Trainee Affairs events by tailoring topics discussed to
include all trainee levels (from undergraduate, to graduate, to post-doctoral fellow). I’d like to
see presentation/discussion of topics including: communication (both scientifically and
interpersonally), career options, work-life balance, professional development, as well as others.
Encourage Greater Interaction Between Trainee Members:
Currently, many trainee members interact with each other only during the annual meeting and
often, those interactions are also limited. I would like to promote greater interaction between
trainee members throughout the year via social media and during the annual meeting.
Additionally, I think it would be great to promote the exciting research trainees’ in the society are
doing. I am interested in doing a “spotlight” that will feature outstanding papers written by
trainees. Trainees can nominate their research or other trainees to be featured. This will both
advertise your great research and promote discussion between members.
Expand and Increase Funding Opportunities:
With the current state of funding, many PIs/mentors are struggling to find funds to send trainees
to the annual SSR meetings. It is my goal to expand and increase current funding opportunities
through working with the Membership and Finance Committees, as well as outside sources.
I offer my sincerest thanks for your consideration of me for the position of SSR 2018-2020
Trainee Representative to the Board of Directors and I hope to see you this summer in New
Orleans!
Best,
Ashley

Megan A. Sheridan
Hello fellow trainees!
I am Megan Sheridan, a fifth year graduate student at the University of
Missouri-Columbia in the Department of Biochemistry. I am close to
completing my thesis under the advisement of Dr. R. Michael Roberts
and am looking forward to continuing my interests in the reproductive
field as a post doc! I came to graduate school with an open mind,
knowing only that I wanted to be involved with research relating to
human disease. I was fortunate enough to rotate in Dr. Roberts’ lab, and immediately fell in
love with reproductive biology, specifically the human placenta. My work focuses on using stem
cells to model the primitive placenta, and provides an opportunity to study viral infections
during pregnancy, as well as potential invasion defects of the placenta.
Since beginning graduate school, I have been lucky to attend SSR each year, beginning in 2015
in Puerto Rico. Here, I was mesmerized by the amount of top notch reproductive research going
on across the globe. I was also astounded by the diversity of research topics. What I most enjoy
about SSR annual meetings is the vast amount of opportunities the trainees are afforded,
whether it be career development seminars, trainee mentor interactions, or the many
opportunities to orally present your research. Oh, and let’s not forget about the multitude of
networking opportunities, which I strive to take part in more and more each year. This brings
me to why I would like to be your next trainee representative. I would love to be involved with
SSR at a deeper level. I wish to help continue to provide trainees with the best conference
experience possible. I believe that many of my previous experiences, in science communication
and leadership roles, will allow me to build upon this already extraordinary program.
I am very passionate about the importance of science communication and how vital it is in
terms of receiving funding. I have participated in a diverse number of events to help me
develop this skill. Many events required me to convey my science to a lay audience and
emphasize the significance of my research. In 2015, I participated in ASBMB’s Capitol Hill Day,
where I met with members of Congress to discuss the importance of biomedical research. I
have also participated in local events, such as the 3-minute thesis competition (you are given 3
minutes to explain your thesis to a lay audience) and Science on Wheels (a program that brings
science to rural communities in Missouri). Aside from communicating your science to a lay
audience, it is also an important skill to convey your research in front of fellow scientists. I
firmly believe that practice makes perfect, and every chance you get to present in front of an
audience is vital to building your skill set. With that being said, as your trainee representative, I
would love to bring even more opportunities for oral presentations to SSR conferences. I would
like to develop training sessions that would allow any trainee to present a short segment of
their research and give them the opportunity to receive feedback from fellow trainees and
mentors.

In terms of leadership development, I have been involved with the Biochemistry graduate
student organization at Mizzou, where I served as vice president for one year and treasurer for
an additional two years. This experience has allowed me to communicate with graduate
students in a multitude of research areas, plan social events, coordinate fundraisers, and
communicate student needs with department heads and graduate school officials. Aside from
science, I was also an event coordinator and food/beverage manager while completing my
undergraduate degree. In that field, I was able to develop many leadership qualities, which I
believe will help me in being an effective and productive trainee representative. As your trainee
representative, I would like to continue to grow the SSR trainee population by planning more
fundraising opportunities. By doing so, I hope to increase the amount of travel funds available
for trainees so that trainees can attend the annual meeting on a consistent basis.
Overall, I am very happy with SSR’s emphasis on trainees at their conferences. My wish is to
provide even more opportunities to trainees to develop and grow as scientists and leaders!
Thank you, and I look forward to seeing everyone at SSR 2018 in New Orleans!

Rolando Pasquariello
Department of Biomedical Sciences – Colorado
State University, Fort Collins, Colorado
Colorado Center for Reproductive Medicine,
Lone Tree, Colorado
Hello trainees!
My slogan of life is “Imagination is more
important than knowledge (A. Einstein)”
I am Rolando Pasquariello and am Italian. I moved last year to Colorado to
start a postdoc fellowship between the department of Biomedical Sciences of
Colorado State University and Colorado Center for Reproductive Medicine.
My mentor is Dr. Rebecca Krisher. Before moving to USA, I got my PhD in
Italy at the University of Milan, working on deep sequencing of microRNAs
and focusing my attention on investigating their role into the bovine oocytes
and blastocysts. During that period, I was very lucky to get an internship with
Dr. Patrick Lonergan in Ireland and spent 4 months in his lab, where I was
trained to the reproductive biotechnologies in Cattle. I felt in love with early
embryogenesis and really wanted to continue to work in this amazing field. In
Krisher’s lab, I am studying the processes related to the oocyte aging in
mouse and human and still very interested on microRNAs, where I am trying
to understand their role in controlling oocyte and embryo metabolism in
mouse and cattle. I hope to find the molecular connection between
microRNAs and mitochondria!
As international student, I really love meeting people and being helpful for
them. I like talking and exchanges experiences. I think speaking with people
of our field is really important to open your mind and help you to find the right
way!
I attended the SSR Conference for the first time in Washington DC. I really
enjoyed everything. I had a lot of fun on meeting new trainees coming from all
over the world. I had the opportunity to listen to amazing talks and make
questions. Mentors were very friendly and opened to speak with everybody. I
think the SSR is a really great context to meet scientists interested in
reproduction. SSR has a lot of award and grant opportunities. I was lucky to
get the Larry Ewing Memorial Trainee Travel fund and really enjoyed my oral
talk experience.
I was also impressed from the work that the trainee affair committee does for
SSR! That is why I would love to be actively involved as trainee representative
of SSR because I like helping people to pursue their career. I would like to
continue the work that has been involving the previous trainee
representatives. The main activities that I would like to propose are:
-

To continue to work for the facebook forum for helping
networking between trainees and mentors and exchange ideas:
meeting and knowing new people in our field is surely an advantage to

find new collaborations, grants as well as listen to the experiences from
other people including trainees.
-

Funding: an important aspect of developing the career is sure to be
funded with grants and awards (no money no party!). I would like to
help actively to find money and helping people that are looking for a
new job on where funds are

-

Consulting service: who has never had doubts on how proceeds the
career? It is not simple to choose after the PhD for sure as well as after
a postdoc. Academia or Company? I would like to set up a service
focused to advice trainees on their next step.

Do not forget that every activity can be achieved with your support (thousand
drops made the ocean!). I will be very proud to serve you!
Thank you everybody!
Looking forward to meeting you at the next SSR Conference!
Rolando

