
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Career Consultation Center
July 19-21, 8:00AM-10:15AM

The 52nd Annual 
Meeting 

at San Jose

 

Mentors volunteering as consultants can help 
with questions on topics such as:  
-Careers in Government/Industry/Academia/Non-
profit organization 
-Career as a Physician Scientist 
-Grant applications 
-Job/fellowship applications: 

Organization/optimization of CV’s and resumes  
Tailoring cover letters  
Feedback on statement of purpose 

-Expectations graduate students should have during 
graduate school  
-Questions and expectations that postdocs should 
have about prospective employment opportunities  
-Life as a new PI  
-Achieving a good work-life balance  
-Navigating the mentor-mentee relationship  
-How to establish yourself as a reviewer  
-How to get involved in more committees and pros 
and cons of participation  
-Visa issues for international trainees 
 

For all questions, please contact Fei Zhao 
Fei.zhao2@nih.gov 

Spots are limited. Make sure you get in early to secure 
your appointment! 

 

Interested trainees must complete this 
application by June 17th to be eligible: 
https://forms.gle/i8Sj1cLeaLXb5pV48 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This year, the Trainee Affairs Committee 
(TAC) will run an onsite Career Consultation 
Center where trainees can receive 
personalized one-on-one career advice. 
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FEATURING A 

VARIETY OF 

MENTORS 

mailto:Fei.zhao2@nih.gov
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Dr. Susan Taymans is the program director for Embryonic Gonad and 
Gamete Development, Basic Ovarian Function and Dysfunction, and 
Fertility Preservation Programs in the Fertility and Infertility Branch of 
NICHD. She is also responsible for managing the institutional training grants 
(T32s) funded by the branch. She is the co-chair of the NICHD Training Policy 
Committee and the NICHD Diversity Supplement Committee. She joined the 
branch in 1999, following a postdoctoral position in endocrine genetics in the 
laboratory of Dr. Constantine Stratakis, NICHD Scientific Director. She 
received her Ph.D. in molecular endocrinology from the University of 
Maryland. She has been engaged in fostering career development programs 
for SSR trainees, including NICHD Pre-Meeting Workshop this year. 

 
 

Shannon Hawkins, MD, PhD is an associate professor in the 
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Indiana University 
School of Medicine. Dr. Hawkins’ research laboratory focuses on benign 
and malignant diseases of the female reproductive tract (i.e., endometriosis, 
endometriosis-associated ovarian cancers, and endometrial cancer) using 
clinical samples, genetically engineered mouse models, in vitro systems, 
three-dimensional tissue engineering techniques, and next-generation 
sequencing. Dr. Hawkins obtained her bachelor degree in chemistry and 
biology from Ball State University, her PhD in biochemistry and molecular 
biology and medical degree from IU School of Medicine. She received her 
residency training from Baylor College of Medicine. She is board certified in 

obstetrics and gynecology. She is actively involved in developing and fostering career 
development program for trainees at a variety of levels, from high school students to residents. 
She currently serves as co-director for both the Summer Research Program (SRP) and the Future 
Scientist Program (FSP) at her institute. 
 
 

Dr. Marcel van Duin is VP and Therapeutic Area Head Reproductive 
Medicine and Women’s Health at Ferring Research Institute. Marcel 
van Duin received his PhD from the Erasmus University in Rotterdam after 
which he started his scientific career in pharmaceutical research at 
Organon in Oss, The Netherlands.  Both in line management as well as 
project management functions he has been working on immunological 
approaches of fertility control as well as the discovery of novel targets for 
the development of new methods for female and male fertility control. In 
parallel in the first decade of his career he has lead a Discovery team 
Contraception whilst simultaneously was section head 
Fertility/Contraception in the Organon pharmacology department. 

In 2001 he was expatriated to Organon Research in Newhouse, Scotland, to become 
Head of Target Discovery in cardiovascular and neuroscience therapeutic programs. Early 2003 
he returned to the Netherlands accepting the position of Head of Pharmacology. In this position 
he had responsibility for all pharmacological research in the areas of reproductive biology, 
oncology and immunology, the in vitro ADME and early toxicology group as well as the animal 
research facilities. The research activities covered early process of target validation, lead 
optimization and Development support and contributed to a steady flow of Development 
Candidates coming out of the Lead Optimization projects. Following the take over of Organon 
BioSciences in 2007 he joined the Research Leadership Team of Schering-Plough as VP and 
Therapeutic Area Head Women’s Health and head of the Women’s Health department with 
research programs in male and female contraception, infertility, endometriosis and menopausal 
conditions. Following the merger with Merck, in 2009 he was appointed as VP and Worldwide 
Discovery Head for the Women’s Health and Endocrine franchise with responsibility for the global 
discovery activities in these therapeutic areas. 

Due to the closing of the former Organon Research site in Oss Marcel van Duin left the 
Merck organization early 2012 and established his own independent consulting company. He is 
has been advising on the scientific merits of a variety of pharma R&D projects and has facilitated 
valorization plans and strategies for academic research programs. Since May 2012 he has served 
as an independent consultant Reproductive Health for the Ferring Research Institute in San 
Diego.   Per March 1, 2014 he has joined the Ferring research organization in San Diego where 
he is now VP and, Therapeutic Area Head Reproductive Medicine and Women’s Health. 

 
 
 
 

 



Erica Schoeller is a Research Scientist at Ferring Pharmaceuticals. 
She obtained her PhD in Molecular Genetics and Genomics at Washington 
University in Saint Louis under the guidance of Dr. Kelle Moley, where she 
studied the impact of diabetes on the hypothalamic pituitary testis axis, and 
the role of glucose transporters in gamete function. Erica then completed a 
postdoc at UC San Diego in Dr. Pamela Mellon’s laboratory, where she 
examined the role of circadian rhythms in male and female fertility, focusing 
on mating behaviors, pheromone detection, and neuroendocrine function. 
Throughout her postdoc, Erica wrote several grant proposals and evaluated 
the idea of seeking an academic faculty position, but ultimately decided to 
search for research positions in an industry setting in order to learn broader 

aspects of the drug discovery process.  
During her postdoc, Erica also worked part time as a freelance medical writer and also 

participated in several volunteer activities, including working with the Fleet Science Center in San 
Diego to help organize interactive scientific demonstrations geared towards the general public. 
Erica has also volunteered within the SSR for the past few years, first by volunteering as co-chair 
of the Trainee Volunteer Subcommittee and then by serving as the Trainee Representative. Erica 
recently started a position as a scientist at Ferring Research Institute in San Diego, where she 
works to identify new drug targets in the Reproductive Medicine and Women’s Health therapeutic 
area.  
 
 

Dr. Joseph C. Chen is a research scientist at Biomarin 
Pharmaceuticals. Dr. Chen started my career in industry, working 
at the Schering Plough Research Institute, a large pharma that has 
now merged with Merck.  During my 5 years there, Dr. Chen studied 
a variety of diseases ranging from Alzheimer’s Disease to 
COPD.  Through his experiences there in drug discovery, Dr. Chen 
realized that translational medicine has a great impact in the 
development of treatment paradigms, and thus wanted to enhance 
his training in that field.  Subsequently, He began his pursuit for a 
Master’s Degree in Biology, followed by a PhD in Endocrinology at 
Rutgers University, with a focus on Women’s Health and 

Disease.  He continued his focus in women’s health during his post-doctoral training at UCSF, 
where he leveraged his expertise in the female reproductive tract to study mechanisms of 
heterosexual HIV transmission in the uterus and why topical microbicide preventative strategies 
were unsuccessful.  It was during this time at UCSF that Dr. Chen became interested in virology, 
and the intersection of virus-associated diseases with women’s health.  At Siemen’s Healthcare, 
His group become the first to discover that endometrial fibroblasts are susceptible to direct 
infection by Zika virus, thus outlining a potential mechanism of heterosexual transmission through 
semen.  Siemen’s work also opened the opportunity for him to study viruses not as a vector of 
disease, but potentially as a tool to deliver therapeutics to rare diseases and cancers in the form 
of gene therapy.  Currently, Dr. Chen is studying rare and neglected genetic diseases at Biomarin 
Pharmaceuticals.  
 
 

Dr. Tracy Clement is an Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Veterinary Physiology and Pharmacology at Texas A&M 
University.  The Clement lab is elucidating mechanisms contributing to 
male fertility using an interdisciplinary approach.  The lab uses genetic 
mouse models including transgenesis and gene mutation studies, 
genomic and proteomic expression analyses, advanced imaging 
technologies, and protein biochemistry to elucidate mechanisms in 
cellular morphogenesis of the developing spermatid including 
cytoskeletal and chromatin remodeling.  This is relevant to male fertility, 
infertility, and contraceptive development as well as basic cell biological 
processes. Dr. Clement obtained her bachelors in Biology and Chemistry 

from the University of Wisconsin Stevens Point, Her Ph.D. in Genetics and Cell Biology from 
Washington State University, and post-doctoral training at the National Institute of Environmental 
Health Sciences. As a recently appointed research-intensive tenure-track faculty member (2017), 
Dr. Clement has a fresh perspective on career development and job search in the current 
academic environment as well as transition to faculty and laboratory start-up. Dr. Clement also 
continues to be actively involved in developing and fostering career development programing for 
trainees. She previously developed an industry career exploration program and currently serves 
as the faculty advisor for the Texas A&M College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences 
Postdoctoral Association and coordinator of the departmental graduate student summer seminar 
and career development series.     



C. Yan Cheng Ph.D. is a senior scientist at the Population Council’s 
Center for Biomedical Research (CBR), affiliated with the 
Population Council's Reproductive Health program, and his laboratory is 
located inside the campus of the Rockefeller University in New York 
City.  He joined the Council's CBR in 1981, first as a postdoctoral fellow, 
studying with Drs. Wayne Bardin, Glen Gunsalus and Neal Musto for 4 
years before he began his career as an independent 
investigator.  He stays at CBR ever since, and his research focuses on 
developing non-hormonal male contraceptives, and to better 
understand the biology of spermatogenesis as well as the etiology 
of toxicant-induced male infertility.   This work also leads him to focus on 
the biology of the blood-testis barrier (BTB) since this blood-tissue barrier 

determines the amount of toxicants and/or male contraceptive drugs can enter the testis to 
modulate spermatogenic function.   He also serves as an ad-hoc reviewer at NIH.  

C. Yan Cheng holds a Ph.D. in biochemistry and cell biology from the University of 
Newcastle, New South Wales, Australia, after an undergraduate degree from the Chinese 
University of Hong Kong. His research has been supported by the National Institute of Child 
Health and Human Development, National Institutes of Health, for the last three decades.  He has 
published more than 450 peer-reviewed original research papers, reviews, and Book 
Chapters.  He has since edited three books in the field of spermatogenesis and blood-
testis barrier biology.   He was awarded the Richard E. Weizman Memorial Award from the 
Endocrine Society in 1988 and received the Best Scientific Paper Award from the American 
Society of Andrology in 1997.  He also served as the Editor-in-Chief of the peer-review journal 
Spermatogenesis from 2011 through 2016.  
 

Dr. Shuo Xiao is an Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Environmental Health Sciences, Arnold School of Public Health, 
University of South Carolina. He received his Medical degree in 
Preventive Medicine in 2006 and Master degree in Nutrition and Food 
Toxicology in 2008 from Peking University Health Science Center in China. 
He came to the United States and earned his PhD in Toxicology under the 
supervision of Dr. Xiaoqin Ye from the Interdisciplinary Toxicology Program 
at the University of Georgia (UGA). His PhD dissertation was focused on 
the toxicity of endocrine disrupting chemicals on female reproductive 
health, in particular of the early pregnancy events of embryo transport, 
implantation, and uterine receptivity. In 2013, Dr. Xiao joined Dr. Teresa 
Woodruff’s laboratory for his postdoctoral training in the Department of 

Obstetrics and Gynecology at Northwestern University, and with his research projects focused on 
engineering female ovarian functions using microfluidic and organ-on-chip technologies and using 
3D in vitro ovarian tissue culture model to study the ovarian toxicity of chemotherapeutic 
chemicals. In January of 2017, Dr. Xiao became a tenure-track Assistant Professor at the 
University of South Carolina. At USC, his research interests include developing a high-throughput 
platform for screening the ovarian toxicity of both existing and newly emerging environmental and 
pharmaceutical chemicals, as well as dissecting the underlying molecular mechanism of 
chemical’s reproductive toxicity. Dr. Xiao has 15 years of research experience in public health, 
environmental health science, and reproductive toxicology. He has over 30 peer-reviewed 
publications in high impact journals and presented his research works at numerous national and 
international scientific meetings. 
 
 

 
 
 


