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Agenda

• Introduction
• Understanding the NIH Common Forms
• Changes to the NIH Biographical Sketch
• Changes to Current and Pending (Other) 

Support
• SciENcv: The New Mandatory System
• ORCID Integration and Institutional 

Readiness
• Implementation Timeline & Next Steps
• Resources 
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Learning Objectives
• Understand the changes in NIH proposal and reporting 

requirements
• Recognize the importance of SciENcv for compliance
• Distinguish between the current and new form 

requirements
• Prepare for mandatory ORCID integration 
• Understand the transition timeline and implementation 

plan
• Apply knowledge to institutional readiness and compliance
• Access resources and support for a smooth transition
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Change is Hard
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Change is Hard

Progress isn’t linear
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Introduction

What changes is happening?

Why is this change happening?

How it impacts NIH-funded 
researchers and institutions
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Why is NIH making these changes?
• Part of efforts to standardize disclosure forms across federal 

agencies
• Aligns with the National Security Presidential Memorandum-33 

(NSPM-33)
• Ensures research security, transparency, and reduced 

administrative burden

Who is affected?

• Part of efforts to standardize disclosure forms across federal 
agencies

• Aligns with the National Security Presidential Memorandum-33 
(NSPM-33)

• Ensures research security, transparency, and reduced 
administrative burden



National Security 
Presidential 

Memorandum 
(NSPM)-33

NSPM-33, issued on January 14, 
2021, directs a national response 
intended to safeguard the security 
and integrity of federally-funded 

R&D in the United States.

This directive from the President 
required all federal research 

funding agencies to strengthen 
and standardize disclosure 

requirements for federally funded 
awards.
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Understand the changes in NIH proposal and reporting 
requirements

Key takeaway: Researchers will no longer create NIH-specific documents; 
they must use SciENcv to generate the new forms

• What is the NIH Common Forms?
• Definition & Purpose

• Standardized documents across multiple federal 
research agencies 

• Ensure consistency, transparency, and security in 
reporting

• NIH Forms Being Replaced
• NIH Biographical Sketch  Now the Common Biosketch

Form + NIH Biosketch Supplement
• Current and Pending (Other) Support  Now the 

Common Support Form
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Understand the changes in NIH proposal 
and reporting requirements

• What is staying the same in the Biosketch?
• Personal statement
• Contributions to Science
• Honors & Awards

• What’s Changing?
• Biographical sketch will follow the Common Form format
• A separate NIH Biographical Sketch Supplement will capture 

missing NIH-specific details.
• Researchers must use SciENcv to generate and digitally certify 

forms
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Changes to Current and Pending (Other) 
Support

• What is staying the same?
• Researchers still must report all sources of research funding 

(active & pending).

• What’s Changing?
• Standardized format under the Common Form
• Mandatory use of SciENcv to generate the document
• Institutions and researchers must ensure full disclosure to 

align with federal research security policies
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Recognize the importance of SciENcv for 
compliance

• Why is SciENcv critical for NIH Compliance?
• Mandatory for NIH proposal submissions (effective May 25, 2025)

• NIH requires all senior/key personnel to generate Biographical Sketches 
and Other Support documents using SciENcv

• Failure to comply may result in application rejection
• Ensures standardization and research security

• Aligns with federal agency efforts to standardize research disclosure
• Supports transparency and integrity in federally funded research

• Digitally certified and validated forms
• SciENcv auto-generates compliant PDFs with digital certification

• Reduces Administrative Burden
• Auto-populates key fields from ORCID, eRA Commons, and institutional 

databases
• Eliminates manual entry, reducing errors, and inconsistencies

• Simplifies updates and reuse
• Researchers store and update their biosketch in one place
• Reuse across multiple grant applications without starting from scratch
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Distinguish between the current and new form 
requirements

Category Current NIH Forms New NIH Common Forms (Effective 
May 25, 2025)

Biographical Sketch NIH-specific format Uses the Common Biosketch Form + 
NIH Biosketch Supplement

Current & Pending (Other) Support NIH-defined structure Uses the Common Support Form

Personal Statement Included in the main Biosketch Now part of the NIH Biosketch
Supplement

Contributions to Science Integrated into the Biosketch Moved to the NIH Biosketch 
Supplement

Honors & Awards Included in the main Biosketch Moved to the NIH Biosketch 
Supplement

Products (Publications & Research 
Outputs) No strict limit Limited to 10 total products (5 related 

to the project + 5 additional)

Submission Method PDFs manually created & uploaded SciENcv required for digital 
certification

Format Compliance Institutions use NIH-specific templates Standardized format across federal 
funding agencies

Certification No explicit certification required Certification of accuracy & 
completeness required
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Prepare for mandatory ORCID 
integration 

• Why ORCID is now required for NIH submissions
• Ensures unique researcher identification

• ORCID (Open Researcher and Contributor ID) provides a 
persistent digital identifier to distinguish researchers from others 
with similar names

• Mandatory for NIH submissions (effective 05/25/2025)
• All senior/key personnel must obtain and link an ORCID to eRA

Commons, SciENcv
• Streamlines data entry and reduces errors

• ORCID auto-populates researcher profiles in SciENcv
• Eliminates the need for manual data entry in NIH biosketches and 

Other Support Forms
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Understand the transition timeline and 
implementation plan

Educate & Train
Set up, 

integrate, and 
test

Transition & 
Integration

• Inform faculty & 
researchers

• Provide 
SciENcv training 
session

• Obtain & link 
ORCID, SciENcv, 
and myNCBI

• Ensure all key 
personnel use 
SciENcv

• Conduct internal 
reviews 

• Use SciENcv for 
submissions

• SciENcv
required for all 
NIH 
submissions

• Monitor 
compliance 
and support
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Apply knowledge to institutional readiness and 
compliance: Getting Ready 
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Apply knowledge to institutional readiness and 
compliance: Getting Ready 

• Several system registrations and linkages are needed including:
• Establishing an ORCID account
• Linking ORCID & eRA Commons
• Linking ORCID & MyNCBI accounts
• Adding Delegates to ORCID and MyNCBI/SciENcv accounts

• Once all of the above is complete, you will be able to create Common Form 
Biosketches & Other Support in SciENcv

• SciENcv produces a certified and un-editable PDF document – so the only 
way to modify these documents is through SciENcv



19

Apply knowledge to institutional readiness and 
compliance: Getting Ready 

• Curating a complete list of Key Personnel who will need Common Form Biosketches & 
Other Support

• Connecting business/administrative support teams with investigators to assure all system 
registrations and linkages are in place ahead of the May 25th implementation date

• Creating resources to support administrators and investigators

• Developing SOPs for new hires to ensure they complete the necessary registrations are 
part of the on-boarding process

• Recommend to work with Library Services to offer multiple Office Hours and 1:1 
appointments available

• Presentations at department meetings/other forums to reach as many investigators as 
possible
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Resources
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Definition & Keywords
• SciENcv: stands for Science Experts Network Curriculum Vitae and is an electronic system that auto-

generates NIH Biosketch and Other Support Forms, integrates with eRA Commons, ORCID, and federal 
agency databases, and provides digital certification for authenticity.

– Reduces administrative burden
– Ensures compliance with NIH reporting requirements
– Automates data entry to minimize error

• ORCID: stands for Open Researcher and Contributor ID and is a name-independent person-identifier founded 
specifically to help solve the problem of name ambiguity in research and to enable transparent and 
trustworthy connections between researchers, their contributions, and their affiliations.

– 16 numerical digits in the following format: ####-####-####-####
– Anyone can get an ORCID iD for free.
– Researchers fill in certain information in their ORCID records (profiles)
– Researchers can add Trusted Person(s) to help maintain the information in their ORCID profiles.

• My NCBI (National Center for Biotechnology Information): a tool that retains user information and 
database preferences to provide customized services for many NCBI databases. It includes:

– My Bibliography: to help researchers save citations and manage peer reviewed article compliance with 
the NIH Public Access Policy

– SciENcv: to create online professional profiles and forms such as the Common Forms for Biosketch
and Current & Pending (Other) Support

– Researchers can assign Delegates in My NCBI to help maintain their My Bibliography, SciENcv, or 
both.

– Researchers should link My NCBI to their ORCID record

https://support.orcid.org/hc/en-us/articles/360006973993-What-is-ORCID-
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK53595/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK154494/
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Getting Ready for the Common Forms
1. Create an ORCID

a. Register for an ORCID profile (some of this information will flow to SciENcv to create the Biosketch)
b. Add your education, training, and positions
c. Recommended: Assign Trusted Person(s) (Note: Trusted Persons also need to have an ORCID ID)

2. Link ORCID to eRA Commons Account
a. Log into eRA Commons
b. Navigate to your Personal Profile
c. Click the “Create or Connect your ORCID ID” link
d. Log into ORCID, if not yet logged in already
e. Authorize NIH to access the ORCID profile's public information

3. Create NCBI account by logging into the system using your ORCID account
a. If you do NOT already have a NCBI account, use ORCID as a method to log into the system
b. If you already a NCBI account, link ORCID to your NCBI Account by going into the Account Settings 

area
c. Recommended: Add Delegate(s) to your My NCBI account (Note: Delegates also need to have an 

NCBI account; delegates can be granted permission to edit MyBibliography, SciENcv, or both)
4. From your MyNCBI Dashboard, navigate to your MyBibliography area

a. Add publications to your MyBibliograpy listings (Note: This is where your Delegates can assist you. 
Some of this information will flow to SciENcv to add to the Biosketch)

b. Make your MyBibiliography listing public (within My NCBI) 
5. From your MyNCBI Dashboard, navigate to SciENcv (within My NCBI)

a. Create a new document using the NIH Biosketch format and pulling in ORCID source data 
b. Add Personal Statement, Honors, and Contributions to Science descriptions in SciENcv (within My 

NCBI) (This information doesn’t exist elsewhere, such as your ORCID, to be pulled into the system, so 
it must be entered directly in SciENcv)

6. Create Common Form Biosketch and Other Support in SciENcv (through My NCBI)
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Linking eRA Commons 
accounts to My NCBI 

instructions

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK3842/#MyNCBI.Adding_a_Partner_Organization_as
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK3842/#MyNCBI.Adding_a_Partner_Organization_as
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK3842/#MyNCBI.Adding_a_Partner_Organization_as
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 Link up your ORCID-ID to 
your SciENcv account

Make the Connection
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Link ORCiD to My NCBI and eRA Commons to allow SciENcv to auto-fill the 
maximum amount of information to build the Biosketch & Other Support

Make the Connection



30

If you have a shared inbox that’s going to show up based on 
your commons ID
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Adding a Delegate
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Please note: As of March 12, 2025 (the time this 
document was last updated), it is possible to create 
an NIH Biosketch in SciENcv in the current form, 
but not the Common Form (which is required as of 
May 25, 2025). Additionally, SciENcv does not 
currently generate NIH Other Support or the NIH 
Biographical Sketch Supplement.

The new NIH biosketch template is expected to be 
released on March 25, 2025.

SciENcv has the certification embedded in the PDF when it is generated. 
Therefore, it is important not to alter the generated PDF except for altering only 
the file name for easy location.

Regarding linking ORCID in My Profile, My NCBI team is working on updating 
the functionality to automatically include linking within SciENcv
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Other Resources

• Where to Find More Information?
– NIH Notice: NOT-OD-24-163
– SciENcv Help Guide: SciENcv Overview
– ORCID Registration: ORCID Sign In
– eRA Commons Help Center: eRA Help

• Guidebook for SciENcv Transition and Preparedness: Guidebook
(Work in Progress)

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-24-163.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj4mNzJ7vOLAxU7IkQIHRZMEcIQjBB6BAgNEAE&url=https%3A%2F%2Forcid.org%2Fsignin&usg=AOvVaw0eI6SNhL0rQZLjVnzCjBXo&opi=89978449
https://www.era.nih.gov/erahelp/commons/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OjRv34XRnUiSXSYgy4yLylr0XwyoRcI-2gUal5g-2lY/edit?usp=sharing
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Checklist for 
Transition Readiness



Q&A
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