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 Piece together clues to 
uncover your institutional 
strengths aligned with 
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 Scopus - Comprehensive database of 
publications. 

 SciVal - Analytics platform for benchmarking 
institutional performance and identifying 
collaboration opportunities.

 Web of Science - Citation database for literature. 

 InCites - Offers advanced analytics for 
institutional research impact and benchmarking.

 Altmetric - Tracks attention and engagement for 
research outputs across social media, news, and 
policy documents.

 OpenAlex - Open-source alternative for 
scholarly metadata and analytics.

 Connected Papers – Visual mapping of research 
areas to understand adjacent or emerging fields

 Social Science Research Network – shares 
preprints and other early-stage research, to 
connect scholars worldwide across disciplines.

https://www.elsevier.com/products/scopus
https://www.elsevier.com/products/scopus
https://www.scival.com/landing
https://www.scival.com/landing
https://clarivate.com/academia-government/scientific-and-academic-research/research-discovery-and-referencing/web-of-science/
https://clarivate.com/academia-government/scientific-and-academic-research/research-discovery-and-referencing/web-of-science/
https://clarivate.com/academia-government/scientific-and-academic-research/research-funding-analytics/incites-benchmarking-analytics/
https://clarivate.com/academia-government/scientific-and-academic-research/research-funding-analytics/incites-benchmarking-analytics/
https://www.altmetric.com/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=altmetric_brand_search_traffic&utm_term=altmetrics&matchtype=b&keyword=altmetrics&cid=20824432528&agid=154825354503&device=c&placement&creative=682973949988&target=kwd-313052619359&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20824432528&gbraid=0AAAAABOO9nlDuaBsFK0ehEc74-Y42Wuke&gclid=CjwKCAjw4ufOBhBkEiwAfuC7-crBueqe4FCEO1STAnAlE1bumv-djpjkeSXOCG3zsWqTjT9B4GXlIhoCVfoQAvD_BwE
https://www.altmetric.com/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=altmetric_brand_search_traffic&utm_term=altmetrics&matchtype=b&keyword=altmetrics&cid=20824432528&agid=154825354503&device=c&placement&creative=682973949988&target=kwd-313052619359&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20824432528&gbraid=0AAAAABOO9nlDuaBsFK0ehEc74-Y42Wuke&gclid=CjwKCAjw4ufOBhBkEiwAfuC7-crBueqe4FCEO1STAnAlE1bumv-djpjkeSXOCG3zsWqTjT9B4GXlIhoCVfoQAvD_BwE
https://openalex.org/
https://openalex.org/
https://www.connectedpapers.com/
https://www.connectedpapers.com/
https://www.connectedpapers.com/
https://www.ssrn.com/ssrn/
https://www.ssrn.com/ssrn/
https://www.ssrn.com/ssrn/
https://www.ssrn.com/ssrn/
https://www.ssrn.com/ssrn/


 Perplexity – Quick, cited searches on agency 
priorities, programs, and emerging trends

 Elicit – Scans literature and research questions to 
support concept development and broader 
impacts

 Scite – Contextualizes citations to understand how 
prior work has been supported or positioned

 Semantic Scholar (AI features) – Rapid insight 
into funded research areas and influential authors

 Dimensions - Provides global research funding 
data, publication metrics, and collaboration 
networks. 

 Otter.ai – Meeting transcription and action-item 
summaries (particularly helpful for debriefs and 
listening sessions) 

 Tableau or Power BI - Visualization tools for 
creating dashboards from research and funding 
data.

https://www.perplexity.ai/
https://www.perplexity.ai/
https://elicit.com/
https://elicit.com/
https://scite.ai/
https://scite.ai/
https://www.semanticscholar.org/
https://www.semanticscholar.org/
https://www.dimensions.ai/resources/dimensions-scientific-research-database/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=&utm_term=research%20database%20platform&matchtype=b&keyword=research%20database%20platform&cid=23555931800&agid=193893187875&device=c&placement=&creative=797057713677&target=kwd-2455421880866&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23555931800&gbraid=0AAAAABOO9nmi27N4zryd2ooIc0wJmhwhN&gclid=CjwKCAjw4ufOBhBkEiwAfuC7-am_NTwa3wMn_ir4r1AYklFpYRh6cwBamZ9jFXzt7-0m6N3O4U5J2RoCqEgQAvD_BwE
https://www.dimensions.ai/resources/dimensions-scientific-research-database/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=&utm_term=research%20database%20platform&matchtype=b&keyword=research%20database%20platform&cid=23555931800&agid=193893187875&device=c&placement=&creative=797057713677&target=kwd-2455421880866&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23555931800&gbraid=0AAAAABOO9nmi27N4zryd2ooIc0wJmhwhN&gclid=CjwKCAjw4ufOBhBkEiwAfuC7-am_NTwa3wMn_ir4r1AYklFpYRh6cwBamZ9jFXzt7-0m6N3O4U5J2RoCqEgQAvD_BwE
https://otter.ai/
https://otter.ai/
https://otter.ai/
https://otter.ai/
https://www.tableau.com/
https://www.tableau.com/
https://download-powerbi.com/?utm_term=power+bi&gclid=CjwKCAjw4ufOBhBkEiwAfuC7-Rc4VHqI4ycNYzMDRUQtcB3uq7BtGTqbN4L0e7UVvxN1LTeJP0ZSLhoCK_gQAvD_BwE&utm_creative=804356497651&utm_campaign=23740601248&utm_position=&utm_network=g&utm_target=&utm_placement=&utm_match=e&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23740601248&gbraid=0AAAABDQU6sPdR3dUhl39cQJ4mbReAjmqP&gclid=CjwKCAjw4ufOBhBkEiwAfuC7-Rc4VHqI4ycNYzMDRUQtcB3uq7BtGTqbN4L0e7UVvxN1LTeJP0ZSLhoCK_gQAvD_BwE


 Academic Analytics - Data-driven insights into 
academic research

 Atom Grants - AI-enabled research funding 
search and tracking

 Pivot-RP - Funding opportunity database with 
researcher profiles. Helps match faculty 
expertise to relevant funding calls.

 SPINPlus - Funding opportunity database

 GrantForward - Curated funding opportunity 
search engine. Includes recommendation 
features based on researcher profiles.

 NIH RePORTER & NSF Award Search - U.S. 
federal databases for funded research projects. 
Great for analyzing sponsor trends and 
identifying potential collaborators.

 USAspending.gov - Authoritative source for 
tracking U.S. government funding awards

https://www.academicanalytics.com/
https://www.academicanalytics.com/
https://atomgrants.com/
https://atomgrants.com/
https://clarivate.com/academia-government/scientific-and-academic-research/research-funding-analytics/pivot-rp-funding/
https://clarivate.com/academia-government/scientific-and-academic-research/research-funding-analytics/pivot-rp-funding/
https://clarivate.com/academia-government/scientific-and-academic-research/research-funding-analytics/pivot-rp-funding/
https://clarivate.com/academia-government/scientific-and-academic-research/research-funding-analytics/pivot-rp-funding/
https://www.infoedglobal.com/products/spin-global-suite/
https://www.infoedglobal.com/products/spin-global-suite/
https://www.grantforward.com/index
https://www.grantforward.com/index
https://reporter.nih.gov/
https://reporter.nih.gov/
https://reporter.nih.gov/
https://www.nsf.gov/awardsearch/simple-search/
https://www.usaspending.gov/
https://www.usaspending.gov/


Grab your 
magnifying 
glass —
funding 
clues await!



 1. Briefing

 2. Investigation 

 3. Discuss Solution



 

Follow the 
Evidence Connect the Dots

Think Like a 
Detective

Spot Red 
Herrings

Use Research 
Intelligence Tools Look for Patterns



 Dr. Alex Morgan

 Associate Professor of Biomedical 
Engineering

 Horizon University (R1 Research 
Institution)

 Dr. Morgan’s project on AI-driven 
personalized cancer treatment has lost 
its primary funding source. The 
research team needs a new sponsor to 
keep the project alive.



Sponsor A: Focus on AI in healthcare; awards $500K annually; 
deadline in 3 months.

Sponsor B: Prioritizes sustainability research; prefers multi-institution 
collaborations.

Sponsor C: Seed funding for high-risk/high-reward projects. 

Institution Strength: Ranked top 10 in biomedical engineering; recent 
AI-driven cancer study published.

Global Trend: Surge in AI applications for personalized medicine.



 Which sponsor best aligns with the 
PI’s expertise and project goals?

 How do the sponsor’s priorities 
match the institutional strengths?

 Are there any gaps the PI needs to 
address?

 What global trend or impact does 
the proposed project address?

 What are the key requirements for 
eligibility?

 Are there any red herrings in the 
clues?

 Why should this sponsor fund the 
project?

 What risks or challenges might 
arise with this sponsor?





Sponsor A has just moved its 
application deadline up by two 
months due to high demand. The 
new deadline is now only 1 month 
away instead of 3 months.

 Does this change your decision? 
Why or why not?

 How would you adjust your 
proposal timeline to meet the new 
deadline?

 What might you need to do to 
strengthen your case?



QUESTIONS? 
Kimberly Pratt, MA CRA
Director, Office of Research Development

Ohio University

prattk@ohio.edu 

mailto:prattk@ohio.edu
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