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DESCRIPTION
The aim of this session is to demystify the identification of funding opportunities by 
providing tips and techniques as well as an overview of various types of electronic 
search directories, engines, services and databases. Key considerations such as 
application due date, funding limitation, eligibility and other restrictions will be 
covered. Additionally search strategies using a wide range of funding programs, 
sources and opportunities applicable to specialty are provided. Participants will also 
review email alert services and the use of social media, particularly twitter streams 
as an optimal tool in funding development and dissemination of funding trends and 
opportunities in a global context. Tracking funding trends utilizing agency funding 
databases, new award reporting and forecasting via research.gov are also 
outlined. Other approaches to finding funding such as attending professional 
meetings to connect with program officers as well as interact with peers with similar 
interest will be discussed.
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FIND

 Objectives
 1.  Identify funding opportunities utilizing electronic, 

social media and interpersonal mechanisms.

 2.  Examine best practices in communicating 
funding opportunities and programs of significance 
to investigators and interested parties. 

3



WHY FIND FUNDING

 Research funding is crucial because it provides the 
resources, tools, and infrastructure necessary to 
conduct high-quality research that advances 
knowledge and addresses real-world problems.

 Without funding, researchers may lack access to 
essential equipment, personnel, and collaborations, 
hindering their ability to make meaningful discoveries.
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WHY FIND FUNDING

 NIH’s mission is to seek fundamental knowledge about the 
nature and behavior of living systems and the application 
of that knowledge to enhance health, lengthen life, and 
reduce illness and disability.

 AHA’s mission is to be a relentless force for a world of 
longer, healthier lives.

 PCORI helps people make informed healthcare decisions, 
and improves healthcare delivery and outcomes, by 
producing and promoting high-integrity, evidence-based 
information that comes from research guided by patients, 
caregivers, and the broader healthcare community.
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POLL 
QUESTION

How many of you 
help or find 
research 
opportunities for 
your faculty?
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WHAT IS A 
FUNDING 

MECHANISM?

A type of 
instrument used to 
fund or award 
financial support 
of a proposed 
project. 
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TYPES OF 
FUNDING 
MECHANISMS

Contracts

Cooperative Agreements

Research Grants

Training Awards
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GRANTS VS COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS VS CONTRACTS

Designed to provide 
money to support a 
public purpose.  Few 
restrictions

Designed to provide 
money to support a 
public purpose.  
Effort/Involvement 
from both parties

A binding agreement 
between a buyer and 
a seller to provide 
goods or services in 
return for 
consideration 9



POLL 
QUESTION 

What are some 
types of funding 
announcements
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FUNDING ANNOUNCEMENTS

 Funding announcements come in many formats.

 What are some of the formats?
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FUNDING ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED

Typical
RFA’s (specific research or 
project area, organizations 
must submit comprehensive 
application)

RFP’s (broader in scope and 
require organizations to 
propose a solution to a 
problem or need)

FOA (public notice of grant 
monies available by federal 
agency)

OtherAgency Specific
RFQSs (related to procurement 
of products or services)

LOI (preliminary letters 
expressing interest in 
opportunity or partnership)

IFBs (sealed bidding process-
used when there is not a clear 
description of the project 
scope, requirements, 
qualifications)

BAAs  (obtain proposals for basic 
applied research and development 
to advance or evaluate cutting 
edge technologies)

Parent Announcements (investigator-
initiated applications)

PA’s (formal statement about a new 
or ongoing extramural activity or 
program)

NOSIs (direct one or more active 
funding goal increase efficiency and 
decrease administrative burden)
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POLL 
QUESTION 

Name some 
places to find 
funding 
opportunities?
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NON SUBSCRIPTION 
SERVICES
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GRANTS.GOV

 Is a system designed to enable 

 A)Federal grant-making agencies to create funding opportunities

 B)Applicants to find and apply for these federal grants.
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GRANTS.GOV CONTINUED

 Online Help provides explanations and step-by-step 
instructions for both applicants and grantors to complete 
these processes.

 https://apply07.grants.gov/help/html/help/index.htm#t=G
etStarted%2FGetStarted.htm

 Don’t have an account, don’t worry here is a link to 
create a new account.

 https://apply07.grants.gov/apply/register.faces
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NIH GRANTS & FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
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NIH GRANTS & FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
CONTINUED
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NIH GRANTS & FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
CONTINUED
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TYPES OF NIH FUNDING CATEGORIES
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TYPES OF NIH FUNDING MECHANISMS

 Research Grants, Small Business Grants (R series)
 Research Projects (R01)

 Small Grants (R03)

 Exploratory/Developmental Research Projects (R21)

 Program Project Grants (P01)

 Career Awards (K series)

 Fellowships and Training Grants (F and T series)

 Research Program Project and Center Grants (P series)
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NIH PROGRAM 
ACTIVITY CODE 
& DESCRIPTION
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NSF FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
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NSF FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES CONTINUED
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NSF CATEGORIES OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

 Program Descriptions

 Program Announcements

 Program Solicitations

 Dear Colleague Letters
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DOD-CONGRESSIONALLY DIRECTED MEDICAL 
RESEARCH PROGRAMS  (CDMRP) 
HTTPS://EBRAP.ORG/EBRAP/PROGRAMSUBSCRIPTIO
N/SUBSCRIBE.HTM

The CDMRP fills research gaps by funding high impact, 
high risk and high gain projects that other agencies 
may not venture to fund.
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FEDCONNECT

 FedConnect assist vendors and grant applicants to find 
opportunities for contracts, grants and other types of 
assistance funding.  (Public Version)

 https://www.fedconnect.net/FedConnect/Default.htm

 This is a full lifecycle system and includes the ability to post 
opportunities, receive responses, deliver awards, and 
communicate throughout the pre-award, award and 
post-award phases using a secure 2-way messaging. 
(Institution/Organization Membership Version)
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FEDCONNECT 
CONTINUED

 Register for a Free Account:   you will need 
your  DUNS and SAM number

 If your DUNS # is already registered, the 
system will send a notification to your 
administrator, who will have to sign in to 
FedConnect and give you access.

 FedConnect Help Desk:  
support@fedconnect.net or 1-800-899-6665 
Option #2

 Link to FedConnect 3.0 Instructions:  
https://www.fedconnect.net/FedConnect/M
arketing/Documents/FedConnect_Ready_Se
t_Go.pdf
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SUBSCRIPTION 
SERVICES
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SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES CONTINUED

 There are many different subscription services, and the cost varies 
depending on the service and what level of service you choose

 Some Examples
 Spin

 Grant Forward

 PIVOT by ProQuest

 Funding Institutional by Elsevier

 Grant Watch

 Grant Portal
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SPIN

Is a subscription database online 
resource by InfoEd that helps 
faculty, students, and staff quickly 
find relevant programs available 
to fund all types of research.

Tracks over 40,000 funding 
opportunities from governments, 
foundations, and commercial 
entities around the world.
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GRANT FORWARD

A specialized search algorithm and 
team of specialists allow for 
constantly adding new and accurate 
funding opportunities.   It incorporates 
a dynamic search engine with a 
personalized funding 
recommendation service to simplify 
the grant search process.
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PIVOT BY PROQUEST

 Provides Research Professionals the edge by bringing 
together the right research opportunities, funding, and 
people quickly and easily.  Updated daily, with tools, 
research professions gain a competitive edge when 
identifying funding opportunities.  
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FUNDING INSTITUTIONAL 
BY ELSEVIER

A searchable database of funding opportunities and 
awarded grants from both public and private 
sponsors.

45



46



GRANT WATCH
 Is a subscription-based software 

that provides access to various 
grant opportunities.

 They provide grant opportunities for 
nonprofits, small businesses, 
individuals and federal.

 It does allow you to setup your 
searches by state location.

 Grant Newsletter
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GRANT PORTAL

The Grant Portal was created by a team of IT 
professionals who devoted their careers to software 
development and application hosting services.

Most comprehensive grant catlog in the world and 
design it around the needs of the nonprofit, 
academic, business and communities.

Free Grant Newsletter Alerts (summary overviews of 
the latest grants)
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DIRECTORIES 
- FIND 
FUNDING

Annual 
register of 

grant support

Directory of 
grants for 

organizations 
serving 

people with 
disabilities

Foundation 
Directory

World guide 
to 

foundations. 
Volume I, 

Europe
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ANNUAL 
REGISTER OF 
GRANT 
SUPPORT
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DIRECTORY OF 
GRANTS FOR 
ORGANIZATIONS 
SERVING PEOPLE 
WITH DISABILITIES
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FOUNDATION 
DIRECTORY
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WORLD GUIDE 
TO 
FOUNDATIONS. 
VOL 1, EUROPE
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 Annual Register Grant Support:  https://store.infotoday.com/product/annual-
register-of-grant-support/  $444.00-$479.00

 Directory of grants for organizations serving people with disabilities:  
https://www.accessibilitychecker.org/blog/grants-for-people-with-
disabilities/#:~:text=Wheels%20of%20Happiness,Joseph%20Groh%20Foundation

 Foundation Directory:  
https://fconline.foundationcenter.org/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAh6y9BhBR
EiwApBLHC21D7c3XaPCWTdLMdAOGXgkOILV6_4hUwAGPBa9jaLGxORzBNRo0Dx
oC3CsQAvD_BwE   $133.25/month or one time $1,599.00 or flexible plan 
$219.99/month until cancel

 World guide to foundations. Volume I, Europe:  https://www.api-
publishing.com/shop/foundations/world-guide-to-foundations/ (other places to 
order) $595.00-$795.00

 Directory of Pennsylvania Foundations, Seventh Edition, Editor:  S. Damon Kletzien, 
Triadvocates Press, Copyright 2003, Page 138 (slide 55)
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OTHER SOURCES OF 
GRANT FUNDING

There many other sources 
of grant funding, besides 

the commonly known 
services.

Talk with your mentors, as 
sources of information on 

possible funding 
opportunities or agencies 

to look at for your 
research.

Talk with your colleagues, 
they may be aware of 

funding opportunities or 
sponsors for your type of 

research.

Attend conferences and 
network, find out what 

sources others are using.
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APPENDIX 
ITEMS

Sample Weekly Email Notification 
to Faculty

Links for Non-Subscription Services

Links for Subscription Services

Acronym Tables



WEEKLY EMAIL 
NOTIFICATION TO 
FACULTY
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LINKS FOR NON-SUBSCRIPTION 
SERVICES
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Grants.Gov:  
https://grants.gov/

National Institutes of 
Health (NIH): 

https://grants.nih.gov/fun
ding

National Science 
Foundation (NSF):  

https://www.nsf.gov/fundi
ng/opportunities

 

DOD-CONGRESSIONALLY 
DIRECTED MEDICAL 

RESEARCH PROGRAMS  
(CDMRP):  

https://ebrap.org/eBRAP/
programSubscription/Subs

cribe.htm

FedConnect:  
https://www.fedconnect.
net/FedConnect/Default.

htm
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https://grants.nih.gov/funding
https://grants.nih.gov/funding
https://www.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities
https://www.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities
https://ebrap.org/eBRAP/programSubscription/Subscribe.htm
https://ebrap.org/eBRAP/programSubscription/Subscribe.htm
https://ebrap.org/eBRAP/programSubscription/Subscribe.htm
https://www.fedconnect.net/FedConnect/Default.htm
https://www.fedconnect.net/FedConnect/Default.htm
https://www.fedconnect.net/FedConnect/Default.htm


LINKS FOR SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES

Institutional Memberships:
 SPIN: https://www.infoedglobal.com/products/spin-global-suite/

Grant Forward: https://www.grantforward.com/index
 PIVOT:  https://pivot.proquest.com/
         Funding Institutional by Elsevier:  https://www.elsevier.com/products/funding-institutional

Individual Memberships:
 Grant Watch:  https://www.grantwatch.com/
 Grant Portal:  www.thegrantportal.com
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ACRONYM TABLE

AHA – American Heart Association

BAA – Broad Agency Announcement

CDMRP – Congressional Directed 
Medical Research Program

DOD – Department of Defense

FOA- Funding Opportunity 
Announcement

FON – Funding Opportunity Number

NIH – National Institutes of Health

NOFO- Notice of Funding Opportunity

NSF – National Science Foundation

RFA – Request for Application

RFP – Request for Proposal

PA – Program Announcement
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QUESTIONS
Thank you

Debra M Sokalczuk, CRA  
dms7933@psu.edu

Renee Vaughan, MDiv, MA, CRA 
renee.Vaughan@duke.edu

Alicia Wondoloski 
aaw5064@psu.edu
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