
Building Interdisciplinary Research Capacity
INTRODUCTION:
A Fundação Getulio Vargas (FGV), founded in 1944 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, has the mission of advancing the frontiers of knowledge in the areas of the social sciences and related � elds, by 
producing and transmitting ideas, data and information, besides preserving and systematizing them. Through these activities, it aims to contribute to the socioeconomic development 
of Brazil, improve the country’s ethical standards, make institutional governance more responsible and shared, and increase the country’s insertion in the international scenario.  
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Besides being a teaching and research institution with globally recognized quality, FGV acts as a bridge between 
society and those responsible for formulating public policies, through measurement and assessment of these policies. 
It also seeks innovative solutions for public and private management. As a result, FGV is considered to be one of the 
10 most important think tanks and one of the best 100 institutions of higher learning in the world.

FGV o� ers a series of undergraduate and graduate programs in the areas of public and business administration, 
economics, law, social sciences and applied mathematics. In 2016, these programs served 5,401 undergraduate 
student, 1,489 master’s students and 481 doctoral candidates, drawn from six continents.

The schools and research centers of FGV, with their 716 researchers, are responsible for producing knowledge in 
a wide range of areas, such as:
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Each year, hundreds of articles and other academic texts are produced based on the research conducted by FGV, 
serving as a base for public debates among researchers and representatives of the public and private sectors. The 
resources received from national and international research support entities, private organizations and the public 
sector can be considered an indicator of the recognition of the applicability (and impact) of this research by the 
various sectors of society. The amount of the � nancing received from these organizations accounts for approximately 
one-third of the total investment in research of the schools and research centers of FGV.

With the strategic objective of encouraging the development of outstanding and innovative applied research, 
in 2014 FGV created the Network for Applied Research and Knowledge (Research Network). Its activities include:

Besides the Research Network, the governance structure of the research activities of FGV includes the Committee 
on Ethical Conformity of Research Involving Human Beings (CCE) and the Research and Innovation Commission.

The objectives of the Committee on Ethical Conformity of Research Involving Human Beings are:

i. To verify whether the empirical studies to be conducted by FGV can in some way impact the individuals who 
participate in them;

ii. To certify that the experimental procedures carried out by FGV and submitted to its consideration follow 
experimental standards accepted in Brazil and internationally;

iii. To certify that the scienti� c studies developed by FGV are compliant with Brazilian and international laws and 
regulations.

Created in 2014 for the purpose of analyzing the methodological rigor and potential impact of the applied 
research projects conducted by the di� erent units of FGV, the Research and Innovation Commission works to increase 
the institution’s applied research production capacity. 

METHODOLOGY:

An essential component of the process of promoting multidisciplinary projects with high social impact is the 
existence of a structure of incentives with focus on development of this type of project. In the case of FGV, an 
internal fund exists to finance the applied studies selected by the Research and Innovation Commission.

The selection process of the Commission starts in the middle of each year with the announcement to the 
institution’s researchers of an invitation to present applied research projects. In the last months of the year, the 
projects submitted are evaluated by the Research and Innovation Commission according to the following criteria:

a)  Theme and structure of the project: 

§ 1.  the clarity and objectivity of the question the project aims to answer; 

§ 2.  the project’s technical and scienti� c merit and methodological rigor; 

§ 3.  the sources of data and information; 

§ 4.  the project’s innovation and originality; 

§ 5.  the project’s ability to contribute to the socioeconomic development of Brazil;  

§ 6.  the adequacy of the budget to the proposed objectives, activities and targets.

b)  Social impact:  

§ 1.  the estimated social impact of the study, by contributing to the formulation of public policies, development 
of new business management models or creation of new applied methods, considering: 

(I) the institutions (public or private) or segments of society that will bene� t or be a� ected by the result 
of the research; and 

(II) the indicators to measure the intended impacts of the research (presented obligatorily by the project’s 
coordinator).

c)  Generation of value for FGV:  

§1.  the potential contribution to strengthen the image of FGV in the national and international arenas; and

§2.  the potential of the project to obtain funding by national and international agencies, preferably in partnership 
with other universities and/or research centers in Brazil and abroad.

d)  Composition of the team: 

§1.  the interdisciplinary nature of the team, by means of articulation with:

a) researchers from research centers of units of FGV other than that to which the proponent belongs; and 

b) researchers from other universities and/or research centers in Brazil and abroad.

§2.  the participation of young researchers from undergraduate and graduate programs of FGV and other research 
institutions on the project team; and  

§3.  demonstration of the ability to train human resources in the area of the research.

e)  External support: 

§1.  institutional support of entities and companies of the public and private sectors to develop the project, be 
it by providing access to databases, participation of employees in the project or declaration of interest in 
using the results of the research, among others. 

f )  Track record: 

§1.  the track record of delivering studies and obtaining funding of the proponent.

The applied research projects selected by the Research and Innovation Commission according to the criteria 
listed above receive money from the Applied Research Fund (FPA-FGV). The Research Network is responsible for 
monitoring the execution of these projects and for inserting the research products in the digital repository of 
FGV.

DISCUSSION:

The interaction among researchers of the same institution and between researchers of di� erent institutions and 
areas of knowledge located in di� erent regions in the world is an essential factor to develop e� ective multidisciplinary 
projects. The people in charge of managing research at each institution can play a leading role in the preparation of 
incentives to foster collaboration among researchers.

In general, the research questions that are most challenging to society are complex. In other words, the questions 
to be answered need knowledge generated by various � elds. Research institutions that produce knowledge in the 

social sciences and humanities can make a signi� cant contribution to the design of processes that encourage the 
structuring of international multidisciplinary research projects. Additionally, these institutions are particularly 
capable of promoting approximation of the academic, public and private sectors.

RESULTS:

Since 2014, the FPA-FGV has invested about US$ 4.0 million in over 140 applied research projects selected 
by the Research and Innovation Commission. These projects also received grants from national and international 
agencies of about US$ 2.2 million. The chart below identi� es the number of projects presented to and selected 
each year, as well as the main themes addressed by the projects � nanced by the FPA-FGV.

Cycle of the FPA Number of projects presented Number of projects prioritized

2014 67 47

2015 97 40

2016 114 55

Total 278 142

HIGHLIGHTS OF APPLIED RESEARCH (2014 TO 2016)

THEMES NUMBERS OF PRIORITIZED PROJECTS

Sustianable development

Indexes and Indicators

Culture and Society

Business Competitiveness

International Relations

Regulation

Public Health Policies

Evaluation of Public Policies

Economic Development

Energy

Microeconomics

Political System

Education

Government

Macroeconomics

Justice System

Urban Transportation and Mobility

Diversity

Tax Legislation

Transparency 

Corruption 

Alternative Dispute Resolution 
Mechanisms

1

1

1

3

4

1

3

4

5

4

5

6

8

9

11

13

12

11

13

13

16

19

Remark: This graph includes the projects � nanced by the FPA-FGV and those indicated by the schools and 
research centers as having high impact on society.

Among the positive results of the FPA-FGV investment in applied research projects, the following stand out:

• Increase of the number of interdisciplinary projects where the team is formed by researchers from FGV 
and from other universities and research centers in Brazil and abroad.

• Involvement of 125 researchers in the coordination of the fi nanced research projects.

• Stimulus to the creation of research networks among researchers from Brazil and other countries, exposing 
the researchers to an environment propitious to the circulation of new ideas and production of knowledge, 
thus creating an environment favorable to the production of novel research. 

• Increased number of opportunities for training and improvement of young researchers from the 
undergraduate and graduate programs of FGV and other Brazilian and foreign universities.

• Increased degree of innovation and excellence of the applied research projects through participation on 
the team of researchers from multiple Brazilian and foreign universities.

• Development of new research themes that contribute to the socioeconomic development of Brazil 
and the other countries that participate in the research. 

• Increased scienti� c output of the researchers. 

Internal � nancing (FPA-FGV) and mapping of opportunities for external � nancing of research.

Approximation of the research activities with the public and private sectors.

Enablement of tools for dissemination of the knowledge produced by the schools and applied research centers of FGV.   

Connection of researchers and strengthening the network of partnerships in Brazil and abroad.

Support for the development and execution of applied research projects.
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1. Applied Research and Knowledge Network – Fundação Getulio Vargas
*Governmental Entities and International Organizations (e.g., World Bank).


