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Christa Johnson, Senior Associate Vice President for 
Research Administration at Colorado State 
University, serves as a key member of the Office of 
the Vice President for Research (OVPR) leadership 
team, and an advocate and advisor to the vice 
president for research and operational activities. In 
this role, Johnson is responsible for the 
implementation of programs and the deployment of 
resources to strengthen CSU’s research 
administrative infrastructure with an emphasis on 
the areas of sponsored programs and research 
services. Prior to joining Colorado State University, 
Johnson served as Assistant Vice Chancellor for 
Sponsored Research Services at Washington 
University in St. Louis, where she led several process 
and quality-improvement initiatives for research 
administration, including consolidating and 
streamlining contracting and grants processes in the 

Office of Sponsored Research Services. At Washington University Johnson also co-led 
assessment projects related to research administration IT systems and served as interim 
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Compliance and Research Education and Information.  Johnson is 
an active member of the Federal Demonstration Partnership (FDP) and the Council on 
Government Relations (COGR), a recipient of several awards, has presented at more than 50 
national and regional meetings and workshops, and co-chaired several national conferences. 
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