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FIND

 Objectives
 1.  Identify funding opportunities utilizing electronic, 

social media and interpersonal mechanisms.

 2.  Examine best practices in communicating 
funding opportunities and programs of significance 
to investigators and interested parties. 



WHY FIND FUNDING?
MATCHING CAREER INTEREST WITH FUNDER

 NIH’s mission is to seek fundamental knowledge about the 
nature and behavior of living systems and the application 
of that knowledge to enhance health, lengthen life, and 
reduce illness and disability.

 AHA’s mission is to be a relentless force for a world of 
longer, healthier lives.

 PCORI helps people make informed healthcare decisions, 
and improves healthcare delivery and outcomes, by 
producing and promoting high-integrity, evidence-based 
information that comes from research guided by patients, 
caregivers, and the broader healthcare community.



WHAT IS A 
FUNDING 

MECHANISM?

A type of 
instrument used to 
fund or award 
financial support 
of a proposed 
project. 



TYPES OF 
FUNDING 
MECHANISMS

Contracts

Cooperative Agreements

Research Grants

Training Awards



GRANTS VS COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS VS CONTRACTS

Designed to provide 
money to support a 
public purpose.  Few 
restrictions

Designed to provide 
money to support a 
public purpose.  
Effort/Involvement 
from both parties

A binding agreement 
between a buyer and 
a seller to provide 
goods or services in 
return for 
consideration



FUNDING ANNOUNCEMENTS

 Funding announcements come in many formats.

 What are some of the formats?



FUNDING ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED

Typical
RFA’s (specific research or 
project area, organizations 
must submit comprehensive 
application)

RFP’s (broader in scope and 
require organizations to 
propose a solution to a 
problem or need)

FOA (public notice of grant 
monies available by federal 
agency)

OtherAgency Specific
RFQSs (related to procurement 
of products or services)

LOI (preliminary letters 
expressing interest in 
opportunity or partnership)

IFBs (sealed bidding process-
used when there is not a clear 
description of the project 
scope, requirements, 
qualifications)

BAAs  (obtain proposals for basic 
applied research and development 
to advance or evaluate cutting 
edge technologies)

Parent Announcements (investigator-
initiated applications)

PA’s (formal statement about a new 
or ongoing extramural activity or 
program)

NOSIs (direct one or more active 
funding goal increase efficiency and 
decrease administrative burden)



GRANTS.GOV

 Is a system designed to enable 

 A) Federal grant-making agencies to create funding 
opportunities

 B) Applicants to find and apply for these federal grants.









GRANTS.GOV CONTINUED

 Online Help provides explanations and step-by-step 
instructions for both applicants and grantors to complete 
these processes.

 https://apply07.grants.gov/help/html/help/index.htm#t=G
etStarted%2FGetStarted.htm

 Don’t have an account, don’t worry here is a link to 
create a new account.

 https://apply07.grants.gov/apply/register.faces

https://apply07.grants.gov/help/html/help/index.htm#t=GetStarted%2FGetStarted.htm
https://apply07.grants.gov/help/html/help/index.htm#t=GetStarted%2FGetStarted.htm
https://apply07.grants.gov/apply/register.faces


TYPES OF NIH FUNDING MECHANISMS

 Research Grants, Small Business Grants (R series)
 Research Projects (R01)

 Small Grants (R03)

 Exploratory/Developmental Research Projects (R21)

 Program Project Grants (P01)

 Career Awards (K series)

 Fellowships and Training Grants (F and T series)

 Research Program Project and Center Grants (P series)



NIH GUIDE FOR 
GRANTS AND 
CONTRACTS
Subscribe to get weekly 

https://grants.nih.gov/funding/searc
hguide/index.html



NSF FUNDING SEARCH TOOL



NSF CATEGORIES OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

 Program Descriptions

 Program Announcements

 Program Solicitations

 Dear Colleague Letters



DOD-CONGRESSIONALLY DIRECTED MEDICAL 
RESEARCH PROGRAMS  (CDMRP) 
HTTPS://EBRAP.ORG/EBRAP/PROGRAMSUBSCRIPTIO
N/SUBSCRIBE.HTM

The CDMRP fills research gaps by funding high impact, 
high risk and high gain projects that other agencies 
may not venture to fund.







FEDCONNECT

 FedConnect assist vendors and grant applicants to find 
opportunities for contracts, grants and other types of 
assistance funding.

 https://www.fedconnect.net/FedConnect/Default.htm

 This is a full lifecycle system and includes the ability to post 
opportunities, receive responses, deliver awards, and 
communicate throughout the pre-award, award and 
post-award phases using a secure 2-way messaging.

https://www.fedconnect.net/FedConnect/Default.htm


FEDCONNECT 
CONTINUED

 Register for a Free Account:   you will need 
your  DUNS and UEI number

 If your  UEI# is already registered, the system 
will send a notification to your administrator, 
who will have to sign in to FedConnect and 
give you access.

 FedConnect Help Desk:  
support@fedconnect.net or 1-800-899-6665 
Option #2

 Link to FedConnect 3.0 Instructions:  
https://www.fedconnect.net/FedConnect/M
arketing/Documents/FedConnect_Ready_Se
t_Go.pdf

mailto:support@fedconnect.net
https://www.fedconnect.net/FedConnect/Marketing/Documents/FedConnect_Ready_Set_Go.pdf
https://www.fedconnect.net/FedConnect/Marketing/Documents/FedConnect_Ready_Set_Go.pdf
https://www.fedconnect.net/FedConnect/Marketing/Documents/FedConnect_Ready_Set_Go.pdf






OTHER SOURCES OF 
GRANT FUNDING

 There many other sources of grant funding, besides the 
commonly known services.

 Talk with your mentors, as sources of information on possible 
funding opportunities or agencies to look at for your research.

 Talk with your colleagues, they may be aware of funding 
opportunities or sponsors for your type of research.

 Attend conferences and network, find out what sources others 
are using.



GRANT WATCH
 Is a subscription-based software 

that provides access to various 
grant opportunities.

 They provide grant opportunities 
for nonprofits, small businesses, 
individuals and federal.

 It does allow you to setup your 
searches by state location.
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Subscription based 
and easy search for 
local funding
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SPIN

Is a subscription database online 
resource by InfoEd that helps 
faculty, students, and staff quickly 
find relevant programs available 
to fund all types of research.

Tracks over 40,000 funding 
opportunities from governments, 
foundations, and commercial 
entities around the world.



SPIN SUBSCRIPTION BASED



SPIN SEARCH ON KEY WORDS



DIRECTORIES 
- FIND 
FUNDING

Annual 
register of 

grant support

Directory of 
grants for 

organizations 
serving 

people with 
disabilities

Foundation 
Directory

World guide 
to 

foundations. 
Volume I, 

Europe



ACRONYM TABLE

AHA – American Heart Association

BAA – Broad Agency Announcement

CDMRP – Congressional Directed 
Medical Research Program

DOD – Department of Defense

FOA- Funding Opportunity 
Announcement

FON – Funding Opportunity Number

NIH – National Institutes of Health

NOFO- Notice of Funding Opportunity

NSF – National Science Foundation

RFA – Request for Application

RFP – Request for Proposal

PA – Program Announcement



QUESTIONS?
Thank you
Karen D Mitchell, MBA 
kmitchell@temple.edu
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