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What is ORCID?
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ORCID =
Open Researcher & Contributor 

Identifier



ORCID Organization

● Global
● Not for Profit
● Community-driven
● Supported by 

organizational members:

○ Funders

○ Publishers

○ Universities

○ Research Institutes

○ Software Vendors

○ Other Research-Related Groups
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The ORCID iD: a unique, 
persistent identifier free of 
charge to researchers

An ORCID record 
connected to the 
ORCID iD

A technical component of Application 
Programming Interfaces (APIs),  that enable 
researchers to connect their ORCID iD/record with 
an organization/system



6



7



8



9



10



11



12



13



14



15



16



17

Many funders use a system 
called Proposal Central, where 
grant applicants & awardees can:
• Log in using ORCID
• Populate grant applications via 

direct import from ORCID
• Populate progress reports via 

direct import from ORCID
• Authorize the funder to write 

their grant award information 
to the funding section of their 
ORCID record
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NIH, NSF, DOE, etc. have applicants use SciENcv to create their Biosketch.

SciENcv allows applicants to:
• Log in using ORCID
• Populate their biosketch via direct import from ORCID
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Most scholarly journal publishers ask for authors’ ORCID iDs upon 
submission, and allow authors to:
• Log in using ORCID
• Have their ORCID iD linked 
with their name on the 
publication
• Have their work & peer 
Review information automatically added
to their ORCID record via 
Crossref, or directly via the 
publisher
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Universities and research institutes are integrating ORCID with local 
systems, allowing researchers to:
• Connect their ORCID iD with their institution ID
• Authorize the institution as a trusted organization to read data from 

and write data to their ORCID record
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Universities and research institutes are integrating ORCID with local 
systems, allowing researchers to:
• Import data from ORCID into research information reporting systems
• Have the institution write relevant information to their ORCID record 

(employment, education, professional activities, funding, works)



Why do research administrators need to 
know about ORCID?
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25https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-memorandum-
united-states-government-supported-research-development-national-security-policy/

https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-memorandum-united-states-government-supported-research-development-national-security-policy/
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-memorandum-united-states-government-supported-research-development-national-security-policy/
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NSPM-33 = National Security Presidential Memo 33 - talks about Digital 
Persistent Identifiers (DPIs) for individuals:

“(v)  Consistent with applicable Federal laws and statutory authorities, within 
1 year of the date of this memorandum, funding agencies shall establish 
policies regarding requirements for individual researchers supported by or 
working on any Federal research grant to be registered with a service that 
provides a digital persistent identifier for that individual.”

“(vi)  Agencies shall standardize disclosure processes…policies and forms 
related to disclosure of conflicts of interest and commitment.  Where 
appropriate and consistent with applicable Federal laws and regulation, 
agencies should standardize forms for initial disclosures as well as annual 
updates, integrating digital persistent identifiers wherever appropriate and 
practicable, and should provide clear instructions to accompany these forms 
and to minimize any associated administrative burden.”
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What does the NSPM-33 Guidance say about “DPIs”?

• “Research agencies should work to implement DPIs into their 
electronic systems and processes as quickly as is feasible”

• “Research agencies should allow submission of required 
disclosure information* via a DPI service…”

*Disclosure information = employment and other affiliations, past and current 
research activities and collaborations, other funding received, etc.

• “All research agencies should provide the option of using a DPI 
service for disclosure…”

• “Some research agencies currently require use of DPIs under 
some circumstances, and more may choose to do so.”
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For example, the NIH, CDC, and AHRQ already require 
an ORCID iD for certain types of grants:

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-19-109.html 

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-19-109.html
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ORCID is the only DPI service that meets all of the 
requirements stipulated in the NSPM-33 guidance:

• Already widely used by many researchers
• Open, non-proprietary, researcher-driven platform
• Disambiguates one researcher from another
• Provides a single record that represents their curriculum vitae
• Prevents unintentional creation of duplicate DPI records
• Reduced administrative burden
• Interoperable with organizational systems
• inclusive of researcher name changes or different name formats
• Allows research agencies to read and write validated information
• Supports secure integration with standard authentication services
• Provided at no cost to the researcher.
• Allows researcher to control privacy settings
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/08-2022-OSTP-Public-access-Memo.pdf 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/08-2022-OSTP-Public-access-Memo.pdf
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White House Office of Science & Technology Policy (OSTP) “Public Access” 
memo:

“Federal agencies should, consistent with applicable law:

“b) Instruct federally funded researchers to obtain a digital persistent 
identifier that meets the common/core standards of a digital persistent 
identifier service defined in the NSPM-33 Implementation Guidance, include 
it in published research outputs when available, and provide federal 
agencies with the metadata associated with all published research outputs 
they produce, consistent with the law, privacy, and security considerations. 

c) Assign unique digital persistent identifiers to all scientific research and 
development awards and intramural research protocols that have 
appropriate metadata linking the funding agency and their awardees through 
their digital persistent identifiers.
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Connected “Digital Persistent Identifiers” enable 
FAIRness in the research & scholarly communication 
ecosystem:
•Findablity
•Accessiblity
•Interoperablity
•Reusablity

PID graph image and PID connection 
to FAIR principles, from: Cousijn, H., 
Braukmann, R., Fenner, M., 
Ferguson, C., van Horik, R., Lammey, 
R., Meadows, A., & Lambert, S. 
(2021, January 8). Connected 
Research: The Potential of the PID 
Graph. Patterns, 2(1), 1-
7.https://doi.org/10.1016/j.patter.2020
.100180 (p. 3-5)

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.patter.2020.100180
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.patter.2020.100180
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Federal agency ORCID policies so far:

• NSF – ORCID iD is optional for senior personnel in Biographical 
Sketches and Current and Pending Support disclosure

• Requiring SciENcv for Biosketches – SciENcv can be 
populated with data from ORCID (saves time)

• NASA – Science Mission Directorate (SMD)-funded researchers 
are required “to have a persistent identifier that meets the 
standards of a digital persistent identifier service defined in the 
NSPM-33 Implementation Guidance”

• NIH, CDC, & AHRQ – ORCID iD required for researchers 
receiving Research Training, Fellowship, Research Education, and 
Career Development Awards

• Still waiting on many others…
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How can your organization help/prepare?
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To help researchers comply & prepare:

 Make sure they know about ORCID and why 
they need it/how it can benefit them

 Make sure they have an ORCID iD

 Help them populate their ORCID record with 
information, ideally with validated information

37



 Make sure researchers know about ORCID and 
why they need it/how it can benefit them
● Include info about ORCID in workshops, trainings, webinars, 

new employee orientation, written materials (websites, emails)
● Promote ORCID through tabling, related special events
● Consider partnering with other units for outreach (Libraries, 

Academic Departments, etc.)
● Resources:

○ ORCID Outreach Planning Guide

○ Presenting the Value of ORCID to Researchers

○ ORCID for Researchers
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https://orcidus.lyrasis.org/outreach-planning-guide/
https://lyrasisnow.org/presenting-the-value-of-orcid-to-researchers/
https://info.orcid.org/researchers/
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https://twitter.com/anniekjohn/status/1097585056233730054

https://twitter.com/anniekjohn/status/1097585056233730054


 Make sure researchers have an ORCID iD
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● Encourage them to register for an ORCID iD if they don’t 
already have one (during workshops, Research Impact 
Challenge, etc.)

https://libraries.ou.edu/impactchallenge
http://blog.impactstory.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/impact_challenge_ebook_links.pdf 

https://libraries.ou.edu/impactchallenge
http://blog.impactstory.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/impact_challenge_ebook_links.pdf


 Make sure researchers have an ORCID iD
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● How to know who has an ORCID iD?

○ ORCID US Community can run a search, but results will only show 
people who have added your organization to their ORCID record as 
their current place of employment

○ The best way to know for sure who has an ORCID iD, is to use the 
ORCID Member API at your organization and have your researchers 
connect their ORCID iD to it (helps to coordinate with other units, 
requires ORCID membership)



 Help researchers populate their ORCID 
record, ideally with validated information
● Use the ORCID Member API to write data to ORCID 

records, such as: employment, education, funding, 
works…(partner with other units)

○ Could use the ORCID Affiliation Manager Tool
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https://orcidus.lyrasis.org/common-systems-for-integration/ 

https://orcidus.lyrasis.org/common-systems-for-integration/


 Help researchers populate their ORCID 
record, ideally with validated information
● Tips for populating an ORCID record manually:

○ Upcoming Webinar Nov. 16: ORCID Workshop for Researchers (register to attend)

○ Guide: ORCID 101 for Individuals

○ Guide: Transferring Works Citations from Google Scholar to ORCID

○ Webinar Recording: ORCID Workshop for Researchers
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https://lyrasis.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwocuugpzkrEtATpw7kvYMuyzFU8Qd3Mruf#/registration
https://orcidus.lyrasis.org/orcid-101-for-individuals/
https://lyrasisnow.org/transferring-works-citations-from-google-scholar-to-orcid/
https://youtu.be/lID9XmjIPlo


Takeaway 1: 

It is never too early to make sure 
researchers know about ORCID, and have 

an ORCID iD.
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Takeaway 2: 

To ensure compliance, and help to 
populate your researchers’ ORCID records 

with validated information, become an 
ORCID member organization (if you’re not 

already).
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If your organization is an ORCID member:

Look into using the ORCID API to write 
information to your researchers’ ORCID 
records.

Contact us for support: 
Orcidus@Lyrasis.org 
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mailto:Orcidus@Lyrasis.org


Thank you!
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ORCIDUS@Lyrasis.org  

mailto:ORCIDUS@Lyrasis.org


Questions & Discussion
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