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National Council for Exceptional Children
Special Education Convention & Expo  

The annual national CEC conference took place last
week from Wednesday, March 19th to Saturday,
March 22nd at the Hynes Convention Center in
Boston. Over 4,000 educators from around the
world came together to explore challenging topics
and the most pressing issues in the field of special
education today.
 
Over 500 sessions and workshops highlighted the
newest advances in research and strategies in
special education and policy development that
affect teachers and their work every day.
Presentations ranged from inclusion, classroom
management, and universal learning designs to
differentiated instruction, positive behavior
practices, and twice exceptional children. Social
events, Teacher2Teacher sessions, and hundreds
of exhibitors provided the information, platforms,
and materials to support your students.
 
The Convention keynote speaker, Rick Guidotti, is
an award-winning photographer. Additional general
sessions included a panel on culturally responsive
instruction, and a celebration of children and youth
receiving CEC's Yes I Can award.
 
The world's largest special education professional
development event was just in our backyard. Next
year, the convention will be flying south to sunny
Florida. You can register here.

World Autism Day 
CEC Celebrates Autonomy and Self-Determination

In conjunction with World Autism Day earlier this
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month, many recognizable locations went blue
including Niagara Falls, the Empire State Building,
the Great Pyramid of Giza in Egypt, and the White
House. The White House participated in "Light It Up
Blue" by displaying blue lights on the exterior walls
of the White House. President Trump stated "My
administration is committed to promoting greater
knowledge of ASDs and encouraging innovation
that will lead to new treatments and cures for
autism." Trump's comments in reference to curing
autism noticeably upset self-advocates and the
disability community in general, including the
Council for Exceptional Children, due to his focus on
a cure and not awareness and solutions to foster
better outcomes for individuals with ASD.

This year's United Nations theme for World Autism
Awareness is: "Toward Autonomy and Self-
Determination." For the month of April, advocates
for individuals with autism spectrum disorder (ASD)
from around the globe will be working hard to
increase awareness about ASD and promoting this
theme. CEC works all year long to bring the latest
research and the most cutting-edge strategies to
special educators striving to improve educational
and life outcomes for students with ASD.

Our Prism Collection, which was developed
specifically for this purpose by CEC's Division on
Autism and Developmental Disabilities, offers
evidence-based, research-to practice strategies for
use in the classroom, home, and community.
Individual resources will help teachers:

Promote inclusion
Differentiate instruction
Improve behavior
Teach social skills
Deliver a real-world curriculum

With the Prism Collection, you'll have what you
need to build the academic, social, and life skills
students with ASD need to live autonomous and
self-determined lives.

-CEC Policy Insider 

Autism Scholarship Program

The 2017 Autism Family Services of New Jersey
Scholarship Program is open to New Jersey
residents with a diagnosis of Autism. This year, in
partnership with the Hinkle, Fingles, Prior and
Fischer, Attorneys at Law, Autism Family Services
of New Jersey will be selecting two recipients; each
receiving a $1,000 scholarship. To be eligible,
candidates must be a New Jersey resident,
graduating high school in 2017, have an
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established diagnosis of Autism, Asperger
Syndrome, or PDD-NOS and plan on pursuing a
post- secondary education.
 
This scholarship is unique since it allows 2017
graduates pursuing a college, university, technical,
trade, or vocational school level education to apply.
This scholarship is not solely based on academic
achievement. Meaningful community volunteerism,
participation in extra-curricular activities and essay
response will all be considered when choosing
recipients for these scholarships. Candidates do
not need to be near the top of their class to be
considered. All who are eligible are encouraged to
apply. 
 
Download the Scholarship Application here
 
Autism Family Services of New Jersey 35
Beaverson Blvd.
Building 11
Brick, NJ 08723
Attn: Melanie McGackin 
 
Scholarship Applications and supporting
documents are due by May 26, 2017.  
Should you have any questions, please contact
Melanie McGackin at (800) 372-6510 or by email.

Assistive Technology

The Assistive Technology Center 
is located at

1005 Whitehead Road Extension, Suite 1
Ewing, New Jersey 08638
Toll Free: 888-322-1918

______________________________________

Technology Lending Center

Join the Technology Lending Center (TLC) and start
borrowing from our wide selection of assistive
technology devices, including computer access
technology, communication devices, adapted toys,
and an impressive array of equipment used for
daily living.

Membership is FREE!

TLC Membership Benefits:

- borrow equipment for up to six weeks
- receive Advancing Opportunities' newsletters
- ask any questions about assistive technology

For more information, please visit
www.assistivetechnologycenter.org and select the

http://www.autismfamilyservicesnj.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2013/10/2017-Autism-Scholarship.pdf
http://www.assistivetechnologycenter.org


TLC link to view all of the items available.

______________________________________

Assistive Technology Tip

A currency reader, called the iBill, is available for
the Blind and Visually Impaired, at no cost, from the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing.
 
All U.S. citizens (or persons legally residing in the
U.S.) who are blind or visually impaired can request
a free currency reader from the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing by downloading the
application below. The application is provided in
both English and Spanish.  The application must be
filled out completely, signed by a competent
authority who can certify eligibility, and returned to
the mailing address provided on the form.
 
To request a currency reader, individuals must
simply fill out and mail in an application form, which
is available for download on BEP's website at
http://www.bep.gov/uscurrencyreaderform.html or
by calling the U.S. Currency Reader Program office
toll free at (844) 815-9388 and request that an
application be mailed to you.
 
An EyeNote app for the iPhone is also available.  
Watch this YouTube video for more information.

Conferences Coming Up 
 

This information is provided as a courtesy by NJCEC.
NJCEC does not take any responsibility for the accuracy of the

information.

Save the Date! 
 
Educational Enterprises (EE)  

Educational Enterprises provides services for
adaptive equipment, assistive technology, 
augmentative/ alternative communication, behavior
analysis, inclusion strategies, transition, diverse
therapies, and more. Workshops are being offered
this spring.   
 
For more information, please visit www.bergen.org
and select  Educational Enterprises. You can
register online here for upcoming workshops.

Statewide Parent Advocacy Network (SPAN)
Conference of Change
When: Wednesday, May 3rd  
from 830am to 330pm
Where: Holiday Inn East Windsor/Conference Center
399 Monmouth Street East, Windsor, NJ 08520
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This year's theme is "Speak Up! Take Action!
Create Change!" This conference is about creating
change by creating strong parents, strong families,
and stronger communities.  Every two years, we
gather parent leaders from New Jersey's diverse
communities concerned about early childhood,
education, health, mental health, family support,
human services, and child welfare systems for this
Statewide Parent Leadership Conference. We know
that when parent-led organizations work together,
the possibilities for impacting the outcomes of
children and families are powerful.

For more information, please visit 
http://www.spanadvocacy.org/.  
You can register online here.  
 

Learning Disabilities Association of New
Jersey (LDANJ) Life After High School
Conference & Post-Secondary Resource Expo
When: Saturday, May 13th  
Where: NJHA Conference & Events Center
760 Alexander Road, Princeton, NJ 

This year's conference focuses on a transitional
period for teenagers and what happens after high
school.  Keynote speaker Lerick Horne, will discuss
empowering students with disabilities. Sessions will
feature networking and empowering our exceptional
teenagers to help plan ahead for the transition after
high school.  Talks range from technology and other
supports to exams and employment in order to
navigate a path to success.

For more information, please visit www.ldanj.org or
email questions to info@ldanj.org. You can register
online here.   

2018 National CEC Convention & Expo
  
When: February 7-10, 2018 
Where: Tampa Convention Center
333 S. Franklin Street
Tampa, FL 33602
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