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Poster Session 10:30 – 2:00
Alumni Lounges

 
Advocating for Students with Exceptional Needs in Public
Education
Cassandra Fenton, Student, Ramapo College of New Jersey
 
This presentation will emphasize the role that educators can play in
informing public policy by reaching out to their elected officials. It will
focus on two significant issues in Special Education: public funding
and streamlining of the documentation process for students with
special needs.
 
Dysgraphia
Malka Gellis, Student, Georgian Court University
 
Dysgraphia is a specific learning disability that affects handwriting
and writing skills. The poster displays the association between



Dysgraphia and the brain. The poster also exhibits the definition of
Dysgraphia, parts of writing, causes, symptoms, and handwriting
samples. Additionally, the poster highlights the role of executive
functions in Dysgraphia.
 
Dyslexia
Sarah Sternbuch, Student, Georgian Court University
 
Dyslexia is a specific learning disability that is characterized by
difficulties with word recognition, decoding and spelling. The poster
defines reading and encompasses different aspects of Dyslexia,
such as the definition, the indicators of Dyslexia and the many
different causes. The poster focuses on the areas of the brain which
affect Dyslexia, as well as the neuroimaging that is used to
determine whether an individual has Dyslexia.
 
 

Session 1 10:30 – 11:30
 

 
Take Your Classroom Back! Making Miracles in the Classroom
Room: A 101
Presenter: Ron Shuali, Executive Director, Shua Life Skills
 
This workshop will give the participants the framework for why
students exhibit negative behaviors as well as propose solutions
for addressing them. The participants will experience the same
positive physical and emotional sensations that their students will
experience when the participants implement these techniques.
These sensations and experiences will give the participants a
stronger understanding and connection to the children. Participants
will also gain an understanding of how to create a positive
classroom environment.
 
 
Reading Disabilities and Assistive Technology
Room:  A 107



Presenter: Farrah Rosenthal, Assistive Technology Specialist,
Bergen County Special Services
 
Many of our students are struggling with learning/reading
disabilities and Dyslexia is one of the most common. Come see
how to use web tools, Google supports, apps, and extensions to
support the learner’s reading and writing skills. If you are a Google
user, there are several free supports available to you right now!
This workshop will focus on web-based supports as well as a free
digital library for users with disabilities.
 
 
Using iPads and Chromebooks as Effective Note Takers and
Learning Tools
Room: A 108
Presenters: Mike Lozinski, Assistive Technology Specialist,
Advancing Opportunities
Sally Hagarty, Advancing Opportunities
 
This presentation will highlight how to use iPads and Chromebooks
in an educational setting for students with disabilities. This
presentation will highlight various assistive technology apps and
extensions and how your students can use them effectively in the
classroom.

 
 
Let's Explore: Tech Tools for ALL Students
Room: A 100
Presenter: Michael Marotta, Director, Assistive Technology
Advocacy Center, Disability Rights NJ
 
From apps to extensions to web tools - there are so many tools
available today to support the diverse learners in our classrooms.
Come learn about technology that supports struggling students in
the areas of reading, writing, organization, and more. We will look
at tools across several platforms including: Chrome, iOS, Android,
and Web Tools.



 
Best Practice Dual Methodology Programming: ABA and DIR-
Perfect Together
Room: A 220
Presenter: Michele Havens, Educational Consultant, Imagine
Academy
 
This presentation focuses on the collaboration of professionals in
the use of the ABA and DIR models together in Autism Spectrum
Disorder programs to promote student success in the public and
private sector. Presenters will share techniques and strategies in
the use of dual methodologies including staffing, administration,
and working with families in this joint model.
 
 
A Study of Families’ Experiences with the I.E.P. Process
Room: A 221
Presenter: Andrew Panico, Special Education Teacher/Doctoral
Candidate, Rutgers Graduate School of Education
 
This presentation will describe a systematic look at how parents of
classified students experience the Individual Education Plan
process. Participants will learn about positive and negative
experiences of parents who have had more than three years of
experience working with a Child Study Team on the development
of an I.E.P. for their child. The need for additional research will be
also discussed.
 
 
Using Play Therapy at School for Young Students with
Emotional and Behavioral Issues
Room: A 103
Presenter: Colleen Martinez, Play Therapist, Colleen Daly Martinez
Consultation and Supervision
 
Play therapy is recognized as an effective means of addressing
many developmental and psychological issues of children.



Participants will hear how one district is formally using play therapy
with their students, and learn about types of play therapy that are
suitable for young students in the school setting.
 
 
Misunderstanding Challenging Behaviors in the Classroom
Room: A 227
Presenters: Amanda Philp, Board Certified Behavior Analyst
(BCBA), Jersey City Public Schools
Stephanie Velenger, Jersey City Public Schools
 
Participants will learn the definition of "challenging behaviors" and
be guided through the four functions of behavior (the reasons why
humans behave the way they do). An in-depth look at the four
functions will be discussed from a behavior analytic point of view.
 
 
 
 
 
 
Restorative Practices: A Practical Introduction to Philosophy
and Strategies for Building Community
Room: A 228
Presenter: Amanda Montani, School Psychologist, Allentown
School District
 
Restorative Practices emphasizes the philosophy of people in
authority maximizing the potential and production of those in their
charge by working with them rather than doing things to them or for
them. How does this translate into the classroom? Participants will
be introduced to the research and theories within Restorative
Practices. Participants will have the opportunity to learn and
practice immediately applicable strategies for working with staff
and students restoratively to foster relationship building. Strategies
will move along a continuum to include proactive approaches
useful for all students as well as a restorative justice approach for



repairing harm between students. Participants will be provided
alternatives for traditional discipline methods focused on
punishment and exclusion. The presentation will have an
experiential component to encourage immediate utility of newly
learned concepts.
 
 
Dealing with Tourette Syndrome at School: A Primer for
School Personnel
Room: A 218
Presenter: Meir Flancbaum, Psychologist and Director, Center for
Cognitive Behavior Therapy
 
Tic disorders, including Tourette syndrome, are an often
misunderstood condition that can greatly impact children’s social
and academic functioning. This workshop will discuss myths and
facts about tics, strategies for addressing them at school, when to
make a referral to an outside professional, and what clinical
treatment looks like.

 
 
Having Difficult Conversations with Families
Room: A 105
Presenter: Cindy Sobel, Coordinator of Professional Development,
Bergen County Office for Children
 
This workshop will explore the challenge of having a conversation
with and answering the difficult questions families have about their
child's learning differences and challenges.
 
 
Practical Ways to Support the Families of Your Students
Room: A 223
Presenters: Eileen McCann, Teacher: Preschoolers with Special
Needs, NJDEC; Ridgewood Public Schools
Kelly Letavish, Ridgewood Public Schools
 



A life-long Early Childhood Special Educator, mother of three, and
grandmother of eight will share a variety of resources that
educators can use to help support families during these stressful
times.
 
 
Making the Next Generation Science Standards Accessible to
All Students
Room: A 226
Presenter: Gargi Adhikari, Teacher-Special Education, Holland
Brook School/Readington Township Board of Education
 
This session is based on the presenters experience as a NJDOE
Advisory Committee member who dedicated 4 years to creating
and critiquing questions for the Grade 4 science test. There are
two key points that educators involved in science instruction should
be aware of. First, the same ideas or details are not covered each
year. Rather, a progression of knowledge occurs from grade band
to grade band. Second, the progressions in the NGSS
automatically assume that previous material has been learned by
the student. Choosing to omit content at any grade level or band
will impact the success of the student in understanding the core
ideas and put additional responsibilities on teachers later in the
process. (NGSS Appendix A) The information shared with
participants will be useful for finding gaps in curriculum. This will
also provide insight to special education teachers on how to focus
on specific skills in addition to the curriculum in order to build
student success.
 
 
What's New for the SMART Board Software - Notebook 2017
Room: B 114
Presenter: Linda Treilman, Adjunct Associate Professor, Mercer
County Community College
 
This presentation will explore Equation Editor for Mac and
Windows users, improved SMART Response (2) with more



improvements coming for formative and summative assessments,
as well as, SMART Lab activities. In addition, we will cover
practical tools to use in the math classroom that will increase
engagement, motivation, and student understanding. Please bring
your mobile device.
 
 
A Preschool Continuum Approach: A 5 Tier Continuum
approach to preschool learning and growth.
Room: A 106
Presenters: Theresa Taylor, MA, MS Ed, Preschool Special
Education Teacher, Little Ferry School District
Jennifer Hacker, Preschool Inclusion Teacher, Little Ferry School
District
Kerry Bager, Preschool Special Education and Inclusion Teacher,
Little Ferry School District
Carolyn Soto, Preschool ABA Special Education Teacher, South
Bergen Jointure

 
Come and visit our Preschool Suite with us through description,
videos and pictures as we present our innovative approach to
inclusion, preschool learning, and working together to help our
students grow and prepare for their elementary years and beyond!
We will also have a panel discussion on how this works and
answer questions pertaining to our presentation.
 
 
 
 
 
 
UDL Tech Toolkit: Designing Lessons for Every Child
Room: A 102
Presenter:  Sandra Wozniak, Director of Curriculum and PD, Trego
ED, Past President, -    NJAMLE, 33 yr. Classroom Teacher
 
Teachers are faced with the challenge of meeting the needs of a



diverse set of students    daily - nowhere is that more evident than
in the middle school classroom where students have a wide range
of academic abilities, maturity levels, and interests. Simple tech
tools can help educators design and deliver lessons based on
Universal Design for Learning principles that work for everyone. In
this workshop, participants will experience, practice, and model
best practices in UDL for middle school students.
 
 

Session 2    12:00 – 1:00
 

Anxiety in the Classroom: Principles and Strategies Every
Teacher Should Know
Room: A 218
Presenter: Meir Flancbaum, Psychologist and Director, Center for
Cognitive Behavior Therapy
 
Have a student who avoids class presentations? Doesn’t raise his
hand? Always has a stomach ache? Anxiety disorders are among
the most common mental health conditions affecting school-age
youth. They significantly impact youth at home and at school, as
well impacting their parents and teachers. This workshop provides
an overview of anxiety and practical, research-supported tips for its
management.
 
 
Proactive Strategies for Effective School-Family
Collaboration: Avoiding the “Blaming” Culture and Fostering
Positive Problem-Solving
Room: A 100
Presenters: Stephanie Rahill, Assistant Professor, School
Psychology, Georgian Court University
Gina Puorro, Georgian Court University
Paige Robillard, Georgian Court University
 
This presentation will focus on proactive strategies that educators
can implement to foster a positive and collaborative relationship



with parents. Particularly when challenging situations arise,
schools should take steps, both at the school-wide and individual
relationship level, to ensure positive relationships with parents
which will promote collaborative and productive problem-solving.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How Can You Teach Me If You Can Reach Me?: Tapping into
Social Emotional Learning to Increase Students’ Academic
Success
Room: A 101
Presenter: Michelle Brown-Grant, Assistant Professor, Felician
University
 
The fallout of over regulation in education has resulted in students
becoming increasingly emotionally overburdened. Teachers need
strategies that get back to the heart of teaching and learning. This
workshop will address how to differentiate instruction so that all
students can re-engage in schools in meaningful ways.
 
 
Using YouTube and QR Codes to Make Math Accessible
Room: A 228
Presenters: Alexa Rodsan, Teacher of Mathematics, Dwight
Morrow High School
Kristin Piccinich, Dwight Morrow High School
 
We will explain how to create videos for YouTube as well as
generate QR codes to link to these videos. We will also
demonstrate how we have used this in our mixed ability high
school math classes to allow students to access examples, notes,
and solutions as they need them. We will talk about some of the
tips we have learned from the use of videos in our classrooms over



the past three years.
 
 
Reggio Emilia, Creative Curriculum and IEP's, How to Make it
Work
Room: A 227
Presenters: Linda Colucci, Principal, Early Childhood Center at
Forest Glen, Bloomfield Public Schools
Jackie Lehman, Pre K Inclusion Teacher
 
This presentation will help attendees learn ways to incorporate the
tenets of the Reggio Emilia Philosophy while utilizing Creative
Curriculum in a public school Pre K. The presentation will also
discuss how to meet individual goals and objectives in a
preschooler's IEP while also incorporating Reggio's child centered
approach.

 
 
Taking the Social Skills Temperature in the Classroom
Room: B 114
Presenters: Kristin Burd, Special Education Teacher, Readington
Middle School
Beth McGiveny, Readington Middle School
 
This course is designed to create a baseline in order to establish
benchmarks for social skills programs. Attendees will have the
opportunity to engage with and examine useful strategies. The
workshop includes accessible video excerpts and current case
studies.
 

 
Apps and Extensions for Google Docs to Help Struggling
Students with Reading and Writing
Room: A 108
Presenters: Sally Hagarty, Assistive Technology Specialist,
Advancing Opportunities
Mike Lozinski, Advancing Opportunities



 
Google Docs are being used more and more in today's
classrooms. Learn about the many tools available for Google that
help struggling readers and writers.
 
 
Reaching All Learners - Apple Tools for Special Needs
Room: A 107
Presenter: Dave Marra, Senior Systems Engineer, Apple, Inc.
 
Come to this interactive event and explore the key features built
into Apple products for students with special needs. You’ll see how
iPad, iPod touch, and Mac offer a rich set of accessibility features
that can be customized to help diverse learners succeed. Learn
how Apple devices are helping students with special needs learn
and engage like never before.
 
 
Family-School Partnerships: Theory and Practice in Creating
Productive Relationships Between Home and School
Room: A 226
Presenter: Peter Griswold, Associate Professor of Special
Education, William Paterson University
 
Establishing productive partnerships between school and family is
correlated with positive outcomes for students’ academic and
social-emotional growth. Research shows that new teachers do not
feel well-prepared in this area. Different types of family-school
interactions and practical strategies are presented in this
workshop. Participants are invited to share their own perspectives.
 
 
Speech and Teach Together: An Infused Classroom Approach
Room: A 106
Presenters: Theresa Taylor, MS, MA Ed, Preschool Special
Education Teacher, Little Ferry School District
Jennifer Hacker, Preschool Inclusion Teacher, Little Ferry School



District
Kerry Bager, Preschool Special Education and Inclusion Teacher,
Little Ferry School District
Carolyn Soto, Preschool ABA Special Education Teacher, South
Bergen Jointure
 
In this presentation we will present hands on activities that can be
used in the preschool/early childhood setting to promote language,
cognition, and motor skills through a fun team approach. Handouts
and materials will be shared with participants.
 

 
 
 
 
Readiness for Handwriting in the Early Childhood Classroom
Room: A 223
Presenter: Sandy Shields, Preschool Teacher, Dumont Public
Schools and NJ Division for Early Childhood
 
Handwriting is a complex task for young children. There is an
increasing demand to have children learn to write, both in
preschool and kindergarten. In order to do so, children must have
certain foundational skills. We will explore what is developmentally
appropriate with regard to handwriting during the preschool years,
and look at the proper sequence of skill acquisition.
Developmentally appropriate, fun ideas and activities will be
shared that will help your students acquire the fine motor skills
related to handwriting, with an emphasis on how you can embed
these activities throughout your preschool day.
 
 
Using Collaborative Problem Solving to Address Behavioral
Difficulties in the Classroom
Room: A 105
Presenter: Jeremy Lichtman, Postdoctoral Fellow, Center for
Cognitive Behavior Therapy



 
Disruptive behaviors can be among the most trying experiences for
teachers to handle. Collaborative problem solving is a novel
approach that is designed to help adults work together with
children to address the challenges they are facing, and at the
same time help students develop skills to advocate for themselves.
 
 
Using Art to Support Early Childhood Development,
Communication and Self-Expression
Room: A 220
Presenter: Michele Havens, Educational Consultant, Imagine
Academy
Faith Thayer, Imagine Academy
 
This presentation will cover the basics of art-based intervention
and how these therapeutic techniques are used to support
development in young children. Case studies will be presented to
illustrate the various techniques. Video will be also used to
highlight both classroom and individual strategies when using this
integrated approach.
 
 
Struggling with Stress: What Teachers Can Do to Help Young
Children in Their Classrooms
Room: A 221
Presenter: Eileen McKeating, Research Associate, New Jersey
Autism Center of Excellence Coordinating Center of the Center for
Autism and Early Childhood Mental Health, Montclair State
University. 
 
Many young children struggle in school because of stress. Stress
from sensory stimulation. Stress from challenging situations at
home. Stress from academic expectations. While teachers may not
be able to eliminate these stressors, there are evidence-based
strategies that teachers can use to help reduce a child's overall
levels of stress.



 
 
Differentiation in the Middle
Room: A 102
Presenter: Tim Carroll, President of NJAMLE, Principal, Indian
Mills Memorial School Shamong, NJ
 
All classrooms present the challenge of students learning at a
myriad of developmental levels. This session will provide
participants with a variety of strategies to differentiate ANY
curriculum through the use of learning menus, choice boards, and
multiple intelligences. Content can, and should, be experienced at
multiple levels of complexity in the same classroom.  ALL students
can thrive and be challenged!

 
 
Is it Sensory or Behavior? Part 1
Room: A 103
Presenter: Jodi Huntington, PhD, Pediatric Neuropsychologist and
Occupational Therapist
 
The presentation will focus on understanding what drives children's
behavior in an effort to make appropriate educational and treatment
recommendations. This is part one of a two part series. Michele
Parkins will present Understanding Sensory Processing
Disorder Part 2 during Session 3.

 
Session 3    1:30 – 2:30

 
 
Understanding Sensory Processing Disorder Part 2
Room: A 103
Presenter: Michele Perkins, MS,,OTR, Great Kids Place
 
Can SPD explain the learning and behavior challenges in your
classroom? This presentation will provide an overview of Sensory
Processing Disorder including behavior and learning challenges



you will see if students are impacted by sensory processing
differences. Strategies will be provided based on the specific
sensory processing differences experienced. You will leave
knowing how to make accommodations to facilitate successful
learning. This presentation dovetails with Is it Sensory or
Behavior? presented by Dr. Jodi Huntington during Session 2.

 
 
Autism Spectrum Disorder- Strategies and Practices to
Facilitate Development
Room: A 108
Presenter: Vicki Ofmani, Supervisor of Instruction/Structured
Learning Experience Coordinator, The Forum School
 
This interactive presentation will highlight practical strategies and
techniques appropriate for teaching students skills and behaviors.
It will explore with the participants several elements for young
students, middle school students, and high school students.
Participants will be given foundational strategies to refer to and
then asked to focus on interventions for specific scenarios.
 
 
Reaching Potentials through Recommended Practices in New
Jersey
Room: A 100
Presenter: Jessica Hammond, Educational Specialist, Preschool
Consultant, NJTSS-Early Reading Coach, New Jersey Department
of Education - Office of Special Education Professional
Development
 
Are you looking for ways to increase preschool student
achievement in all developmental domains in order to better
prepare students for academic success? Here in New Jersey, we
have been Reaching Potentials through Recommended Practices
in our preschool programs which has yielded great success. We
will showcase strategies and tools that districts have begun to
implement with significant success.



 
 
"Mix in Math" Practical, Hands-on Methods to Naturally
Incorporate Math Readiness Skills into the Preschool Day
Room: A 223
Presenters: Eileen McCann, Teacher: Preschoolers with Special
Needs, NJDEC; Ridgewood Public Schools
Kelly Letavish, Ridgewood Public Schools
 
This veteran Early Childhood Special Educator will share a wide
variety of classroom-tested activities that fit into your already busy
schedule to naturally provide daily opportunities for your students
to build their math readiness skills.
 
Encouraging Digital Communication/Collaboration In the
Classroom
Room: A 107
Presenters: Amy Arsiwala, Instructional Technology Coach,
Franklin Township Board of Ed.
Yelena Lyudmilova, Essex Community College
 
This session will share effective methods to encourage
collaboration through the use of Google Apps and GoFormative.
This session will show how communication and collaboration can
easily be done in a virtual setting, whether student to student or
teacher to student, thus promoting digital citizenship.
The Basics and More for SMART Board's Notebook Software
Room: B114
Presenter: Linda Treilman, Adjunct Associate Professor, Mercer
County Community College
 
You just got your SMART Board! This presentation will give you
some things to think about when setting up for your class. Do you
want some good, easy tools and ideas to use in your math
classroom to enhance instruction, engagement, motivation, and
understanding.
 



 
 
 
Be Safe - Teaching Students to Interact Safely with Law
Enforcement
Room: A 221
Presenter: Jennifer Zarra, National consultant, TeachTown
 
We will discuss using video modeling, and other evidence-based
practices, to provide teens and young adults with the skills to
safely and appropriately respond to community officers, increase
their safety, and independence. We will review strategies for
teaching individuals with disabilities about laws, obeying
commands from law enforcement, and their rights
 
 
Breaking the Bullying Circle
Room: A 101
Presenter: Ron Shuali, Executive Director, Shua Life Skills
 
This workshop will open the eyes of all those attending by
identifying the true reasons that bullying starts and continues. The
participants in this workshop will get a deeper understanding of
why bullying occurs in their classrooms and schools. Through a
dynamic and interactive program, educators will see how they
unknowingly and unintentionally initiate bullying amongst their
students, co workers, and parents.
 
 
Mathematics Strategies for the Struggling Learner
Room: A 228
Presenter: Chinwe Osondu, Special Education Consultant,
NJDOE/ LRC-North
 
When students learn with understanding, the learning process
becomes a genuine partnership between the students and the
teacher. Join me in learning about various strategies that boost



understanding and reduce barriers to learning. This session will
equip educators with the tools they need to include, support, and
engage all students in the General Education Mathematics
classroom. Participants will get the opportunity to explore activities
that provide access to all students irrespective of ability or
disability.

 
 
Tourette Syndrome and its Associated Disorders (ADHD, OCD,
learning disabilities, etc.) – Strategies and Accommodations
Room: A 218
Presenter: Patricia Phillips, Education Outreach Coordinator, NJ
Center for Tourette Syndrome & Associated Disorders
 
Tourette Syndrome is often undiagnosed, misdiagnosed, and/or
misunderstood. The presentation will dispel misconceptions about
TS, and discuss its associated disorders (ADHD, OCD, learning
disabilities, anxiety). It will give educators strategies they need for
creating an inclusive learning environment that meets the needs of
students with TS and its associated disorders.
 
 
Building Collaborative Relationships Between Parents and
School Professionals for Student Progress
Room: A 220
Presenters: Michele Havens, Educational Consultant, Imagine
Academy
Lisa Schwartz, Ob-Gyn researcher, Merck
 
This presentation looks at the parent-professional journey in
special education, from meeting family needs, to developing a
partnership benefitting the child and family. We will look at the
“goodness of fit” and working through the developmental strengths
of the child and family while stressing the essential component of
reciprocal communication.
 
 



Tools for Your Toolbox
Room: A 105
Presenters: Elizabeth Vastano, Preschool Inclusion Specialist, New
Brunswick Public Schools
Nancy Campbell, New Brunswick Public Schools
 
“Teaching with Tools” provides an opportunity for teachers to
receive training in adapting curriculum to meet the diverse needs
of students in their preschool classrooms. This training will include
"best practices" for modifications, available resources, and
demonstrations of simple ways to adapt classroom materials and
environment. Teachers will be presented with a variety of
preschool materials that can be used to further support student
learning to ensure that all children are actively engaged in the
curriculum at a level that is appropriate for their development both
academically and socially.
 
 
The Talking Stick in the Inclusive Setting: Listening in Order
to Hear
FOR THE SESSION ONLY -  SPACE IS LIMITED TO 20 People
Room: A 227 -
Presenter: MaryAnn Smorra, Professor of Education, Georgian
Court University
 
During this experiential session, we will explore the concepts of
ordered sharing and community circle – synonymous strategies
that engage learners in a listening environment that provides
opportunities to express thoughts and be heard. However, the
context will change as we create our own “talking sticks” for use in
our inclusive settings.
 
 
Connected Reading in Today's Middle School Classroom
Room: A102
Presenter: Tina Monteleone, NJAMLE Board Member and
Technology Integration Specialist, Special Educator, Point Pleasant



Borough, NJ
 
As a Middle School educators, we must acknowledge that digital
reading is connected reading, and we must teach our students how
to read digital texts effectively.  Whether or not you are struggling
with increasing complex text in your classroom, or helping your
most challenged students to access your curriculum, digital text
can be your biggest obstacle. Come spend some time learning
effective classroom practices, strategies, and digital tools to get the
job done!


