
Severe and Multiple Disabilities Constituent Committee Monthly 
Message 

The DCDD Board members prepare briefs about topics of interest for our 
members. As a DCDD member, you are receiving this brief on the topic of 
resources for professionals who work with students who have 
communication disorders and/or who are deaf or hard of hearing. We 
appreciate your continued membership with DCDD!  Please feel free to 
discuss this article on DCDD Linkedin or Twitter. 

This is the fourth in our series on assessment and assessment instruments 
that are appropriate to use with children who have severe and multiple 
disabilities or for children who are deaf with disabilities (especially 
concentrating in the area of communication).  

The HELP assessment instruments (Vort Corporation) are developmental 
and curriculum-based assessment instruments for young children. The term 
“developmental” means that the assessment items are sequenced to reflect 
when children without disabilities generally achieve those items. In this 
case, curriculum-based means that the HELP comes in a package that 
includes lessons that are based on items in the assessment. Thus, there is a 
strong linkage between the assessment and lessons suggested to be part of 
the individualized curriculum.  

The HELP: 0-3, also known as the Hawaii Early Learning Profile was 
developed by Stephanie Parks, 1997, and is highly family focused. Materials 
for use in home visits and consultations are included. The HELP: 3-6 is now 
in its second edition after significant revision by a team of professionals in 
2010. 

The Language section includes comprehension of meaning, expression 
(including communicating through rhythm), among others.  

The cognitive section includes items on symbolic play (which is correlated 
with the development of symbolic language), gestural imitation, sound 
awareness and localizations.  

The social-emotional section includes items on expressing emotion. This 
instrument allows you to give credit for partial/emerging/prompted 
performance, making the scoring appropriate for children with severe and 
multiple disabilities. These instruments are scored in the same way as the 



BCP, addressed in our July monthly message. See www.vort.com for more 
information.   

Park, S. (1997). HELP: 0-3. Hawaii Early Learning Profile. Palo Alto, CA: 
Vort Corporation.  

Please join us in the coming months to talk about assessment instruments, 
approaches, and strategies you have found to be beneficial.  

Susan M. Bruce, Ph.D. 
Constituent Chair, Severe and Multiple Disabilities Committee 
 


