
Supporting Success for Children with Hearing Loss 
Facilitating Changing Practices in Challenging Times 

 
The Supporting Success website has been available since 2012 and has quickly become recognized as a ‘go to’ site for 
teachers of the deaf/hard of hearing and others who work with children who are deaf or hard of hearing. When 
initiated, the mission was to improve the futures of children with hearing loss. This mission is now supported by over 
300 pages of resource information, sales of more than 60 products, professional development webcasts, a bimonthly 
newsletter, and a subscription instructional materials e-magazine.  
 
In recent years, the field of special education has been moving away from direct and resource room support and toward 
wide sweeping inclusion and classroom-based supports. This is especially challenging for our students who are deaf or 
hard of hearing who experience communication access barriers and have needs that are unique from other special 
education populations.  
 
Supporting Success for Children with Hearing Loss has endeavored to strengthen and change practices to support 
positive outcomes for our students. The most highly recognized efforts include: 
 

 Free topical Bimonthly Update newsletters sent to over 10,000 subscribers.  Each Bimonthly Update newsletter 
includes information to improve professional advocacy for our students and topics that 
emphasize unique needs for services, usually intensive services by teachers of the deaf/hard of 
hearing. Some examples of topical newsletters: 

 Determining Appropriate Service Delivery to Improve Outcomes 

 Is Inclusion Good for Students with Hearing Loss? 

 Keys to Improving Reading Skills 

 
Teacher Tools, which was designed to meet the needs of teachers who were seeking 
instructional materials for their students who were hard of hearing or deaf. Teacher Tools is 
most recognized for its 50-page monthly e-magazine that is comprised of many instructional 
materials and information. Teacher Tools includes a dozen Kool Kidz Vidz which are by kids, for 
kids, and are meant to improve self-concept, self-advocacy, an d decrease feelings of being all 
alone as a student with hearing loss. Teacher Tools also has an extensive materials library and a 
discussion forum. Taken together, Supporting Success for Children with Hearing Loss provides 
rich information for educators working with students who are deaf or hard of hearing.  
 
 

Building Skills for Success in the Fast-Paced Classroom has been heralded by teachers of 
the deaf/hard of hearing as The Book defining itinerant services. Each chapter includes language 
supporting why a type of service is unique to, and critical for, the success of our students. The 
information targets the expanded core curriculum, or those skills that must be mastered in 
order for a student with hearing loss to benefit from the core curriculum. Includes assessments 
and instructional materials. 
 

“Your book, The Deaf Bible as I refer to it, has changed the way our DHH program supports our students 
and advocates for their learning.” DHH Teacher, Florida 
 

I LOVE the book, it is so helpful to me as a DHH Itinerant! Best, most concise and thorough collection of 
materials ever. A must for every Itinerant! DHH Teacher, California 

https://successforkidswithhearingloss.com/
https://successforkidswithhearingloss.com/subscribe-for-email-alerts/
https://successforkidswithhearingloss.com/2018/01/10/bi-monthly-update-determining-appropriate-service-delivery-to-improve-outcomes/
https://successforkidswithhearingloss.com/2017/10/04/bi-monthly-update-is-inclusion-good-for-students-with-hearing-loss/
https://successforkidswithhearingloss.com/2018/01/24/bi-monthly-update-keys-to-improving-reading-skills/
https://teachertools.successforkidswithhearingloss.com/
https://successforkidswithhearingloss.com/product/building-skills-for-success-in-the-fast-paced-classroom/


 

Steps to Success is a scope and sequence curriculum of skills for students who are deaf or hard 
of hearing. It provides specific information on teaching Perception, Processing, Self-Knowledge, 
and Advocacy with 8 goal areas. Each goal is divided into strands of instruction and each strand 
has activities for each level of instruction. Assessments within Steps to Success helps with 
analyzing situations, choosing accommodations, and a child’s rights for accessing 
communication in school.  
 
 

 
 

Building Skills for Independence in the Mainstream provides support and instruction in 
students becoming their own ‘technology specialists.’ It includes how to work with teachers and 
provides many engaging materials for teaching students. It also addresses supporting positive 
interactions with peers regarding amplification use and recognizing listening challenges.  
 
 
 

Supporting Success provides a substantial amount of information that can be used by 
parents and professionals to advocate for the appropriate services and service intensity 
needed by students with hearing loss to keep pace with their typically hearing peers. Based 
on the saying, “When you hear hoofbeats its usually horses, not zebras” Supporting Success 
has encouraged use of the zebra as a means to discuss the unique needs of students with 
hearing loss as compared with students with attention, language, or learning disorders, with 
whom our students are often compared.  
 
 
Karen Anderson, Director and owner of Supporting Success, has a background in educational 
audiology and has been in the field over 35 years, working in Minnesota, Florida, and 
Washington state. Dr. Anderson’s work was first recognized by the following contributions to 
the field: the Screening Instruments For Targeting Educational Risk (SIFTERs), the Children’s 
Home Inventory of Listening Difficulties (CHILD), the Early Listening Function checklist (ELF), 
and the Listening Inventory For Education (LIFE). These checklists are used widely in the US, 
Canada, and have been translated for use in many places throughout the world. They can be 
found free on the Supporting Success website.  
 

https://successforkidswithhearingloss.com/product/steps-to-success-scope-sequence-for-skill-development/
https://successforkidswithhearingloss.com/product/building-skills-for-independence-in-the-mainstream/
https://successforkidswithhearingloss.com/for-professionals/tests-informal-assessments-for-parents-students-teachers/
https://successforkidswithhearingloss.com/for-professionals/tests-informal-assessments-for-parents-students-teachers/

