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In June of 2018, I visited the country of Georgia, specifically Tbilisi, the capital, and 

Sighnaghi, a town known for its vineyards as well as ancient churches and monasteries.  Friends 

from Armenia invited me to spend a long weekend there.  As we were driving back from 

Sighnaghi to Tbilisi, we were traveling through a rural area with no towns or villages in sight.  

Suddenly, we stopped.  As I looked around to see what was going on, I noticed men moving 

cattle from one side of the road to a field on the other side.  Soon, our van was engulfed by cattle 

passing by on both sides; they were following the men to their new destination.  While sitting 

there, my memory flashed back to the 1980’s and my first job as an itinerant teacher of students 

who are deaf or hard-of-hearing for Heartland Area Education Agency in Iowa.  Occasionally, 

when driving from one rural school district to another, I would encounter a stray cow standing in 

the middle of the road, bringing me to a dead stop.  Eventually, the cow would saunter across the 

road to the other side or go back from whence it came, and I would continue on my way. 

While working as an itinerant teacher in Iowa, I do recall investigating working for the 

Department of Defense Schools, but I never applied.  Besides that, I never seriously gave a 

thought to working overseas again until 2002.  That spring I read about the Bosnia Speech and 



Hearing Project in the ASHA Leader (Jewett, Gallagher, & Taggart, 2002).  I wrote to the person 

coordinating the project, Ms. Judi Jewett, and commended her on the good work that she was 

doing.  Much to my surprise, she responded and invited to participate in the project that summer.  

I went for a month and I was hooked.  Over the years, I returned to Bosnia three more times 

(Jewett, 2006).  While in Bosnia, we gave workshops for university students preparing to 

become speech-language pathologists or teachers of students who are deaf or hard-of-hearing.  

We also partnered with them while providing speech and language therapy to school-age 

students.  In addition, we worked with local audiologists and speech-language pathologists to 

provide audiological or speech and language evaluations for children throughout Bosnia (Miller, 

2002) 

Shortly after returning from my first visit to Bosnia, I received a message from a 

colleague, Dr. Chyong-Hwa Yeh at National Changhua University of Education (NCUE) in 

Changhua City, Taiwan.  It was mid-November of 2002 and she informed me that Taiwan was 

seeking a Fulbright Scholar in the area of special education for the 2003-2004 school year.  She 

asked me if I was interested.  I was familiar with the Fulbright Program (Fulbright, n.d.a), but at 

that time, I was working as a special education administrator.  I presumed that the Fulbright 

Program desired professors, not school administrators.  Despite my doubts, she encouraged me to 

contact the Fulbright office in Washington, D.C., and gave me the name of the person who was 

responsible for that part of Asia.  I contacted him, and he asked me to send him my curriculum 

vitae, which I did.  The next day he wrote back and encouraged me to apply.  There was just one 

catch: the deadline for applications was in one week.  In reality, I had even less time, because I 

was giving a presentation at the American Speech and Hearing Convention the following week, 

so instead of having about 7 days, I really had about 5 days to complete my application and mail 



it to Washington, D.C.  I got my application in on time and found out the following spring that I 

was awarded a Fulbright-Hays lecturing grant (Fulbright, n.d.b) at NCUE for the fall semester of 

2003.  I taught courses in speech-language pathology and education of the deaf or hard-of-

hearing at NCUE.  I also spent one or two days a week with Mrs. I-Ling Pan, at the time a 

doctoral student at NCUE, who was also an itinerant teacher for elementary students who are 

deaf or hard-of-hearing in Taichung, Taiwan (Miller, 2005).   

After I finished my grant at NCUE, I assumed my Fulbright experience was over.  

However, I soon learned that although the Fulbright Program preferred first-time applicants, it 

allowed previous grantees to apply for a second grant.  There were two stipulations, however.  

First, you had to wait seven years to apply again.  Second, you had to pick a country different 

from your initial host country.  Knowing this, I waited seven years and applied for a Fulbright 

U.S. Scholar lecturing/research grant (Fulbright, n.d.c) in Greece.  Fortunately, I was awarded 

this grant.1  I was assigned to the Primary Education Department at the University of Ioannina in 

Ioannina, Greece for the fall semester of 2010.  During my time there, I gave guest lectures at the 

university as well as other universities and school districts throughout Greece.  My guest lectures 

addressed a variety of topics, such as cochlear implants, U.S. special education law, the 

American education system, and methods used by U.S. teachers of English as a Second 

Language.  I also collaborated on a research project examining the perspectives of teachers on 

Greek special education policies and practices (Miller, Morfidi, & Soulis, 2013). 

After completing my second Fulbright, I presumed, once again, that I was finished with 

Fulbright.  Luckily, I was wrong.  The rules for applying for a Fulbright grant had changed.  The 

Fulbright Program still gave a preference for first-time applicants, but previous grantees could 

																																																								
1	For	more	information	on	the	different	types	of	grants	offered	by	the	Fulbright	Program,	go	to	the	following:	
https://www.cies.org/programs/other-programs	



apply as often as they liked.  If there were no first-time applicants with the expertise that a 

country wanted, then previous Fulbright grantees would be considered.  Bearing this in mind, I 

applied a third time.  Much to my delight, I was awarded a Fulbright U.S. Scholar 

lecturing/research grant for the fall semester of 2016.  I was assigned to the Department of 

Special Education at Armenian State Pedagogical University in Yerevan, Armenia.  I taught 

courses in speech-language pathology and education of the deaf or hard-of-hearing.  

Furthermore, I initiated a case study of two elementary/middle schools known for their 

inclusionary practices in Yerevan.  Specifically, I was interested in how these schools supported 

students who are deaf or hard-of-hearing in the general education classroom.  I interviewed 

administrators, teachers, students, and parents at these schools about their experiences with and 

perspectives on inclusion.  (Miller, in press). 

I did not realize it at that time, but my first job as an itinerant teacher of students who are 

deaf or hard-of-hearing was the first step in a journey that ultimately led me to Bosnia and other 

countries.  The skills I learned from that job prepared me well for other jobs that followed in the 

United States and for my assignments overseas.  So, the next time you come to a stop due to a 

traffic jam, or an errant cow on the road, take a moment to appreciate your life’s journey up to 

that point.  You may not realize it, but it just might be the next step in your journey that leads to 

working overseas with students who are deaf or hard-of-hearing.   
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