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The DCDD Board members prepare briefs about topics of interest for our members. As a DCDD 
member, you are receiving this brief on the topic of resources for professionals who work with 
students who have communication disorders and/or who are deaf or hard of hearing. We 
appreciate your continued membership with DCDD! Please feel free to discuss this article on 
DCDD Linkedin or Twitter. 

 
When a child is identified with a hearing loss, parents enter unfamiliar territory. The diagnosis can be 
daunting and parents need support as they navigate the services, resources, and technology necessary to 
achieve optimal language outcomes for their children. Families of children who are deaf or hard of 
hearing (DHH) and who wish for their child to use listening and spoken language (LSL) as their primary 
mode of communication can play a central role in their child’s LSL development.  However, families live 
in diverse geographic locations and may not have access to experts who have the specialized skills 
required to support their child’s LSL development, or they may desire supports in addition to the 
professional services they receive.  Professionals can also benefit from resources that can support and 
promote the services they provide to children who are DHH and their families. 
 
Hear to Learn, a new free online resource to support LSL development is available through Utah State 
University (USU) and benefits parents and professionals regardless of where they live. The purpose of the 
Hear to Learn website is to enhance parent-professional partnerships, and encourage effective daily 
interactions to support optimal child developmental outcomes. The resources are in English 
(www.heartolearn) and Spanish (www.oirparaparender), and are designed to be accessible and sensitive 
to differing learning styles and levels of literacy. The following components are available on the Hear to 
Learn website: 
 

 Video Tutorials: developed by experts and divided into short segments to facilitate learning. 
Each tutorial has a menu to ease navigation and viewing. The tutorials are narrated and captioned.  

 Listening and Language Activities: downloadable and include clear instructions for parents to 
promote listening, language, speech, and academic development during typical home interactions.  

 Live Webinars: scheduled monthly and are recorded for later viewing.  
 Share Your Story: parents can share their experiences on the website.  
 Ask an Expert: parents and professionals can submit questions and receive responses within a 

few days.  
 Research: relevant research is summarized in simple language with a link to the articles. Current 

practice guidelines are also posted on the website. 

Internet resources can aid instruction of other caregivers, reinforce parent learning, and support parents in 
gaining confidence with new knowledge and skills.  

 
Hear to Learn is a dynamic resource. New resources are added each month, 
based on feedback from parents and professionals, and new research. Visit the 
website and explore the resources. Let us know your thoughts and needs! 


