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2017 NYS CEC Annual Conference  
 

Schedule At A Glance 
 

Thursday, October 21, 2017 

5-7pm Executive Board Meeting (closed meeting) 

Friday, October 20, 2017 

8am Registration Table Opens, Sun Briar Court Room 

Start your day with coffee, muffins, & networking!  

9-11:50 Sessions 1-3 

12-1:45 Annual NYS CEC Luncheon: Awards Presentation & Keynote Address, 
DoubleTree Ballroom 

2-4:50 Sessions 4-6 

Enjoy a snack break between sessions 5 & 6 

5-7pm Welcome Reception & Research Posters,  DoubleTree Ballroom 
Vestibule 

Continue the conversation! 
7-9pm Student NYS CEC Reception 

Meet new friends & future colleagues! 

Saturday, October 21, 2017 

8am Registration Table Opens 

Start your day with coffee, muffins, & networking! 

9-9:50 Sessions 7-9 

Enjoy a snack break between sessions 8 &9 

12-12:50 Closing Session: Advocating for Progress & Possibility, Serling Room  
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Meeting Rooms & Events 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Conference Registration 

Welcome Reception & 
Research Posters 

(Friday, 5-7pm) 

Luncheon & Keynote 
(12-1:50) 

Sponsors & Vendors! 

Sessions held in Carlton, Watson, Link, Johnson, Endicott, 
& Serling Rooms 



2017 NYS CEC Annual Conference 
At the Confluence of Progress & Possibility 

4 

 

Special Sessions 
 

PRESIDENT’S INVITED SESSIONS 
 
Session 1: Serling Room 
Introducing the Classroom Teaching Scan: An Observation Tool for Co-Teaching and 
Recording Discrete Instructional Moves 
Special educators often receive feedback from administrators and other leaders that is 
vague, and not tightly tied to evidence-based practices from our field.  In this session, 
the presenter will demonstrate a new observation tool that allows observers to capture 
discrete instructional moves, and generate descriptive data to aid in coaching.   
 
Presenter: Michael Kennedy 
 
Session 3: Serling Room 
Creating Simple, But Effective Multimedia for Supporting Literacy Outcomes 
Supporting literacy-related outcomes for students with disabilities in rigorous content 
area courses is always a challenge.  Multimedia provides an option to help special and 
general educators design and deliver individualized, powerful instruction.  In this 
session, the presenter reviews methods for creating and implementing simple (read: 
free) multimedia options.    
 
Presenter: Michael Kennedy 
 

MEET THE AUTHOR 
 
Session 3: Kilmer Room 
Difficult Students and Disruptive Behavior in the Classroom: Teacher Responses that 
Work 
 
This book presents attachment-based strategies for reaching and teaching disruptive, 
difficult, and emotionally challenged students. It addresses the most common problem 
behaviors encountered in the classroom, offering not just problem-specific “best 
practices” but an attachment-based foundation of sound principles. It empowers 
educators to act wisely when problem behaviors occur, improve their relationships with 
students, and teach with greater success and confidence. 
 
Presenters: Vance Austin & Daniel Sciarra 
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EXTENDED PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SESSIONS 
 
Session 4 & 5: Serling Room 
The Pyramid Model: Promoting Social and Emotional Competence and Addressing 
Challenging Behaviors   
 
The New York State Pyramid Model Partnership is promoting statewide use of the 
Pyramid Model, an evidence-based framework proven to be an effective approach to 
building social-emotional competence in early care and education programs. An 
overview of the Pyramid Model framework and further resources to promote 
implementation will be provided. 
 
Presenter: Tracy Lyman 
 
Session 7 & 8: Serling Room 
National Board Certification Awareness Information Session 
Created by teachers, for teachers, NBC is the profession's mark of accomplished 
teaching. This workshop will introduce you to NBC and encourage you to explore its 
many possibilities and benefits! You will get an overview of the NBC process, 
requirements, timelines, fees, and supports. 
 
Presenter: Laura Havill 
 
Session 8 & 9: Carlton Room 
Preparation of the CEC SPA Report: Take Aways and Tips from a Survivor & CAEP 
CEC SPA Reviewer 
After going through the process of CEC SPA review under the new 2013 standards, the 
presenter will share take aways and tips from the process. Included resources will be an 
alignment of the CEC 2013 standards to the NYS CST. 
 
Presenter: Annmarie Urso  
 

 
CLOSING SESSION  
 
Advocating for Progress and Possibility 
As an organization, CEC examines policy issues and develops appropriate responses 
to those issues and influences local, state, provincial and federal legislation. Come hear 
from individuals who are advocating for students with disabilities at the state and 
national levels.  
 
Presenters: Susan Link, Rae Lynn Helman, Naomi Brickel, Jenna Lequia, & Kevin Miller  
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NYS CEC is pleased to Introduce 

Friday’s Keynote Speaker  
 

Dr. Jennifer Greif Green 

 

 
 

 
 
Jennifer Greif Green is an Associate Professor of Special Education in the School of 
Education at Boston University and a child clinical psychologist. Dr. Green completed 
her doctorate at the University of California, Santa Barbara. Prior to joining Boston 
University, she trained at Yale School of Medicine and in the Department of Health Care 
Policy at Harvard Medical School. Her research focuses on school-based mental health 
services for students with emotional and behavioral disorders and, specifically, the role 
of teachers in identifying, supporting, and referring students, as one way to reduce 
disparities in mental health service access. Dr. Green also studies school bullying and 
co-leads the Social Adjustment and Bullying Prevention Laboratory at Boston University 
(www.bu.edu/bullying). She specializes in assessing bullying and determining how 
assessments can be used to inform school safety planning. She has collaborated with a 
number of school districts to provide feedback on student mental health and bullying 
experiences.  
 
  

Keynote during Friday Luncheon 
Luncheon included with price of registration! 

http://www.bu.edu/bullying


2017 NYS CEC Annual Conference 
At the Confluence of Progress & Possibility 

7 

 

Please Join the executive board of the  

NYS CEC in congratulating our  
  

Award Winners 
 

 
 
 
 

Lifetime Achievement Award:  

Sharon Raimondi 
 

 
 

Excellence in Teaching:  

Allison Klein 
 

 
 

Excellence in Community Service:  

Jennifer O’Brien 
 
 
 
 
 

Recipients to be honored on Friday during the luncheon 
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9-9:50, Friday, October 20, 2017 
Session 1 

 

 
Serling Room 
 
Introducing the Classroom Teaching Scan: An Observation Tool for Co-Teaching 
and Recording Discrete Instructional Moves 
Special educators often receive feedback from administrators and other leaders that is 
vague, and not tightly tied to evidence-based practices from our field.  In this session, 
the presenter will demonstrate a new observation tool that allows observers to capture 
discrete instructional moves, and generate descriptive data to aid in coaching.   
 
Presenter: Michael Kennedy 
 

Endicott Room 
 
Considering Theory of Mind from a Language Perspective: Research and Clinical 
Directions 
Children with language impairments often have difficulties considering others’ 
perspectives, which can impact the ability to form and maintain relationships. This 
seminar reviews the literature examining language and theory of mind and presents two 
case studies in which facilitating the development of internal state language is 
paramount for developing perspective. 
 
Presenter(s): Cecilia Navarra  
 

Johnson Room 
 
Enacting a Bilingual Grammar Curriculum: Syntactic Knowledge of Teachers of 
the Deaf 
The enactment of a bilingual grammar curriculum in a New York elementary school for 
the deaf is described. Classroom video data are analyzed to reveal the ways in which 
teachers’ knowledge of English and American Sign Language (ASL) syntax is brought 
to bear in their grammar teaching. 
 
Presenter(s): Amanda Howerton-Fox & Jodi L. Falk 
 

Kilmer Room 
 
Special Education: Past, Present, and Future Opportunities for Teens and Young 
Adults 
We will explore the opportunities of the past, present, and future for individuals with 
disabilities who have aged out of the public school system. Transition opportunities are 
necessary to discuss when students are in high school and transitioning to post-
secondary opportunities. We will analyze the strengths and weaknesses in the 
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programs. We will also discuss the economic impacts of the programs, the locations 
these programs are in, and the decisions that families and individuals with disabilities 
need to make when selecting post-secondary options. 
 
Presenter(s): Jamie Reynolds & Genna Farrell 
 

Link Room 
 
Implementing Yoga to Decrease Transition Times in an Integrated Preschool 
Classroom 
A primary purpose of this study was to examine whether a yoga program would 
decrease the amount of time preschoolers spent transitioning from one activity to the 
next. The second purpose of this study was to determine if involvement in a yoga 
program would decrease the occurrence of inappropriate behaviors during transitions. 
 
Presenter(s): Emily Ann Fleetwood & Chelsea Irene Card 
 

Watson Room 
 
Dyslexia in the Schools – What You Really Need to Know 
Dyslexia is one of the most common learning disabilities affecting as many as one in 
five students. While the term is not recognized in some states, other states are adopting 
legislation for early screening and teacher preparation. Many special education teachers 
feel that their teacher preparation programs did not prepare them to remediate one of 
the most common reading difficulties. This session will focus on current trends in 
legislation, as well as, the best research based practices for struggling readers, 
including dyslexia. 
 
Presenter(s): Stephanie K. Cork & Esther Moreau 
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10-10:50, Friday, October 20, 2017 
Session 2 

 
Carlton Room 
 
Pathways to Graduation: Direction to the Future 
In New York State, there are now numerous ways for youth to meet the assessments 
and course credits requirements for graduation. With forethought and creative thinking, 
students with disabilities and their teams can chart a course through high school that is 
truly based on strengths, preferences and interests. 
 
Presenter(s): Dawn Kalleberg, Stacy McCann, & Nancy Hinkley 
 

Endicott Room 
 
Raising Mental Health Awareness in Higher Education: Emerging Research and 
Opportunities 
The number of postsecondary students who exhibit behaviors related to anxiety, 
depression, and panic attacks has increased significantly. In this presentation, we 
describe the current state of college student mental health in the United States, factors 
that both prohibit and promote flourishing, and interventions that support college student 
mental health. 
 
Presenter(s): Maureen E. Squires, Melissa Martin, Jean Mockry, Alison Puliatte, & 
Denise Simard 
 

Johnson Room 
 
Role of Pronouns in Reading Comprehension of Bilingual Children with ASD 
This presentation will highlight the importance of teaching pronoun referents to students 
who are bilingual. An overview of how children acquire personal pronouns, difficulties in 
mastering anaphora, the relationship between sight vocabulary, pronouns, pronoun 
reversals, and reading comprehension, issues related to students who are bilingual, and 
strategies will be described. 
 
Presenter(s): Shirley Charles & Elizabeth Finnegan 
 

Kilmer Room 
 
What I learned from the edTPA process: Multiple Perspectives 
This qualitative study examines the edTPA experience from both the student teaching 
supervisors and student teacher perspectives. A panel will discuss the successful 
completion of this New York State assessment tool for teacher certification. Questions 
and concerns will focus on how to make this experience a successful one. 
 
Presenter(s): Diane C. Schwartz, Stephen Hernandez, & Darra Pace 
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Link Room 
 
How Can We Ensure RTI Works? Lessons Learned from Research and 
Recommendations for Practice 
This session will focus on the implementation of Response to Intervention (RTI), 
presenting two key lessons learned about RTI implementation based on findings from a 
recent study conducted by Balu, Zu, Doolittle, Schiller, Jenkins, & Gersten (2015). We 
elucidate these lessons to show how seemingly small decisions related to fidelity of 
implementation can have a powerful impact on student outcomes. We then provide 
recommendations for how to implement RTI to achieve improved student learning 
outcomes. 
 
Presenter(s): Jennifer D. Pierce & Dia Jackson 
 

Watson Room 
 
Individualized Clinical Coaching in Evidence-Based Practices via Virtual 
Simulation 
Simulators can provide an environment that provides individuals with a realistic space to 
practice teaching with avatars. Interactions can be replicated in a rapid, systematic 
nature, to increase rate of skill acquisition. The evidence-based practices discrete trial 
training, system of least prompts, and three term contingency trials will be discussed. 
 
Presenter(s): Krista M. Vince Garland & Dennis Garland 
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11-11:50, Friday, October 20, 2017 
Session 3 

 
Serling Room 
 
Creating Simple, But Effective Multimedia for Supporting Literacy Outcomes 
Supporting literacy-related outcomes for students with disabilities in rigorous content 
area courses is always a challenge.  Multimedia provides an option to help special and 
general educators design and deliver individualized, powerful instruction.  In this 
session, the presenter reviews methods for creating and implementing simple (read: 
free) multimedia options.    
 
Presenter: Michael Kennedy 
 

Carlton Room 
 
Top 10 (and more) Strategies for Deescalating Challenging Behavior 
To best support and include students with behavioral needs, educators must learn to 
respond to behavior with skill building strategies instead of discipline. In reality, this 
requires deliberate practice, learning ways to respond appropriately and prevent future 
instances of challenging behaviors. To build students skills, we must first develop our 
own. Using humor and high engagement modeling, this session will provide educators 
with deescalation and prevention strategies including nonverbal behavior, teacher 
language and voice, relationship building, setting limits, stress management, 
classroom/school wide PBIS, and more. 
 
Presenter(s): Megan J. Davis-Hitchens  
 

Endicott Room 
 
Integration of Culturally Responsive, Trauma Informed Practices and Multi-Tiered 
Systems of Supports 
In today’s schools, many students arrive with a host of challenges that exceed the 
scope and sequence of routine academic preparation. Trauma, toxic stress, and mental 
health challenges present in both students and staff may create demands on schools 
that require both preventative and tiered systematic support responses. However, many 
schools and district personnel are not well-versed in the complex mental health needs 
of students. The focus of this presentation is the integration of evidence-based, 
culturally responsive, trauma informed practices, into existing systems of Multi-Tiered 
Systems of Support (MTSS) such as School Wide Positive Behavior Supports 
(SWPBS). 
 
Presenter(s): Candace Mulcahy, Meg Johnston, & Lisa Blitz 
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Johnson Room 
 
Thoughts on Academic Instruction for Children with Severe Disabilities 
This presentation discusses the importance of teaching academic skills to children with 
severe disabilities and how the students of a special education Master’s program are 
learning to help children with severe disabilities through a course required assignment. 
Limitations of the project and suggestions will also be discussed. 
 
Presenter(s): Daqi Li  
 

Kilmer Room 
 
Meet the Author: Difficult Students and Disruptive Behavior in the Classroom: 
Teacher Responses that Work 
This book presents attachment-based strategies for reaching and teaching disruptive, 
difficult, and emotionally challenged students. It addresses the most common problem 
behaviors encountered in the classroom, offering not just problem-specific “best 
practices” but an attachment-based foundation of sound principles. It empowers 
educators to act wisely when problem behaviors occur, improve their relationships with 
students, and teach with greater success and confidence. 
 
Presenter(s): Vance Austin & Daniel Sciarra 
 

Link Room 
 
Going Green: Implementing a Schoolwide Student-Driven Sustainability Plan 
This workshop is designed to help educators create and execute a plan throughout their 
schools to promote environmental awareness, conservation and global awareness. 
 
Presenter(s): Gerry Amarillas  
 

Watson Room 
 
TeachLivE from New York- Could We Take It SUNY-Wide? 
This session disseminates outcomes from a State University of New York Innovative 
Instructional Technology Grant (IITG) and the functions and applications of the 
"TeachLivE" virtual rehearsal simulation platform in service of teacher preparation. 
 
Presenter(s): Krista M. Vince Garland & Sharon Raimondi 
 

12-1:50, Friday, October 20, 2017 

 

Annual NYS CEC Luncheon: Awards Presentation & Keynote Address 
DoubleTree Ballroom 
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2-2:50, Friday, October 20, 2017 
Session 4 

 
Endicott Room 
 
Developing an Interdisciplinary Family-Centered Program for Grandparent-
headed Families Using a Community-University Partnership Model 
Family crises ranging from abuse, mental health issues, chronic illness, incarceration, or 
the early death of a biological parent often result in the placement of children in the 
custodial care of their grandparents. Utilizing an interdisciplinary collaborative approach, 
we developed and implemented an innovative interdisciplinary family-centered program 
for grandparent-headed families using a community-university partnership model. This 
presentation will provide practical strategies for working more effectively with non-
traditional families, including grandparent-headed families, to support family 
engagement. 
 
Presenter(s): Elizabeth Anderson & Youjung Lee 
 

Johnson Room 
 
The Effectiveness of the RIDE Word Problem Learning Strategy for Students with 
Learning Disabilities 
The RIDE strategy is a four step mnemonic that helps students remember the steps 
required to solve word problems and increase their confidence and test scores when 
completing word problems in math. The RIDE strategy would work well for students with 
learning disabilities because it allows students to take multiple pieces of information and 
systematically separate the information into categories in order to solve the problem 
correctly. Developmentally, this strategy would be the most appropriate for a student at 
at least a third grade level in mathematics and at an independent reading level because 
of the nature of the questions. 
 
Presenter(s): Cara J Behrens, Grace Rowan, & Hanna Fox 
 

Kilmer Room 
 
Overcoming Writer’s Block: Strategies to Teach Struggling Students How to Write 
This workshop will entail discussion and examples of specific writing strategies to use 
for students who struggle with writing. Topics include graphic organizers, sentence 
frames, collaboration, generating content and self-regulated strategy development. 
Participants will be given examples and materials to help this group of students develop 
their writing skills. 
 
Presenter(s): Elizabeth Finnegan & Bridget Humphrey 
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Link Room 
 
High-Impact Educational Practices: Collaborative Assignments & Projects on the 
Conceptual Understanding of Special Education Teacher Candidates 
High-impact practices have been proven beneficial for college students from diverse 
backgrounds. More specifically, collaborative learning allows college students to work 
and solve problems in the company of others and sharpen their own understanding 
through listening to the insights of others, particularly those with different backgrounds 
and life experiences. This presentation will focus on the key high-impact features of 
collaborative learning and the subsequent effects on undergraduate teacher candidates' 
conceptual knowledge of special education. 
 
Presenter(s): Gliset Colon  
 

Watson Room 
 
Western New York Special Olympics Basketball: A Coaching and Games 
Management Course 
Providing opportunities for inclusion in recreational activities for our area’s most 
vulnerable populations can be accomplished by synergizing community capital, 
creativity, and spirit. During this presentation, the researcher will discuss the assets that 
comprise a university Special Olympics coaching and games management course. 
 
Presenter(s): Dennis Garland  
 

Carlton Room 
 
Kurzweil 3000/Firefly– Supporting the Principles of UDL 
Kurzweil 3000/Firefly supports the concept of UDL by making print and electronic 
material available to students. The multisensory approach incorporates features 
(including powerful decoding, study skills, and test taking tools) designed to adapt to 
each individual’s learning style and promote active learning.   
 
Presenter(s): Trish Scott 
 

SPECIAL DOUBLE SESSION: 2-3:50, Friday, October 20, 2017, Serling Room 
 
The Pyramid Model: Promoting Social and Emotional Competence and 
Addressing Challenging Behaviors 
The New York State Pyramid Model Partnership is promoting statewide use of the 
Pyramid Model, an evidence-based framework proven to be an effective approach to 
building social-emotional competence in early care and education programs. An 
overview of the Pyramid Model framework and further resources to promote 
implementation will be provided. 
 
Presenter(s): Tracy Lyman  
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3-3:50, Friday, October 20, 2017 
Session 5 

 
Endicott Room 
 
Social/Emotional Skills in the Classroom: A Tale of Two Strategies 
Infusing social-emotional learning goals into classrooms to promote resilience in 
children is critical. Two successful programs, PBIS and Mindfulness, implemented in 
two schools in New York will frame the presentation discussion. 
 
Presenter(s): Vance Austin, Micheline Malow, Ellis Barowsky, & Nikki Josephs 
 

Johnson Room 
 
Preparing Transformative Inclusive Educators 
Participants are invited to discuss the controversies and possibilities at the intersection 
of teacher preparation, disability studies and special education. Teacher candidates 
must demonstrate competency in special education pedagogy, regulations and 
procedures. Disability studies challenges perceptions of disability and diagnostic 
prescriptive responses. We’ll explore the paradoxes and opportunities. 
 
Presenter(s): Maria Timberlake & Jennifer Ashton 
 

Kilmer Room 
 
“Look What I Wrote!”: Powerful Teaching and Assistive Technology to Reach 
Common Core Standards 
Common Core ELA standards have increased expectations for all, including students 
with learning disabilities who often struggle with reading, organizing thoughts and 
writing. This session highlights the role of special educators to provide explicit 
instruction combined with access to assistive technology to help students meet common 
core curriculum standards. 
 
Presenter(s): Amanda Fenlon  
 

Link Room 
 
Oh the Possibilities! Cross-Curriculum Mentoring 
Mentoring is seen as beneficial to all involved. By utilizing cross-curriculum mentors, 
general education teacher candidates may receive information from special education 
teachers they would otherwise miss out on while receiving their academic instruction. 
The current collaboration allows two small programs to share varied viewpoints on 
classroom topics immediately relevant to candidates. 
 
Presenter(s): Colleen Ann Wilkinson & Katie Parrish 
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Watson Room 
 
What Does Effective Co-Teaching for Special Populations Look Like? 
Educators often focus on varying co-teaching models when looking to improve their co-
taught programs. While this is important, there are additional and significant factors that 
effect how effective a co-taught class is. Come learn about these different “look fors” of 
effective co-teaching for student with disabilities and English language learners! 
 
Presenter(s): Melissa Beth Katz & Megan Ohlssen 
 

Time for a snack break! 
Sun Briar Court  

 
 
 
 
 

Sponsored by the Department of Teaching, Learning, & Educational Leadership 
and  

Department of Social Work in the College of Community & Public Affairs  
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4-4:50, Friday, October 20, 2017 
Session 6 

 
Carlton Room 
 
Perceptions Among Teacher Candidates for Managing Classroom Behaviors: 
How Ready are They? 
Through this study, the researchers sought insight into teacher candidates’ perceptions 
of readiness to manage behaviors of students with exceptionalities in inclusive 
classrooms. Overall, candidates felt moderately certain of their ability to manage 
classroom behaviors and expressed a desire for behavior management opportunities 
earlier in their educational program. 
 
Presenter(s): Dennis Garland & Krista Vince Garland 
 

Endicott Room 
 
Children and Adolescent Literature as Intervention Tool for Students Facing 
Difficult Life Situations 
Teachers frequently use literature to help students discuss difficult life situations. 
Students often respond by exploring the emotional responses of the book’s characters, 
even when they won’t consider their own experiences. We identified literature featuring 
characters with disabilities, and characters dealing with bullying, anger management, 
etc. and will share ways to use “bibliotherapy.” 
 
Presenter(s): Michael Rozalski & Stephanie Weinstein 
 

Johnson Room 
 
Improving Evidence-Based Decision-Making among Pre-service General and 
Special Education Teachers 
This presentation describes three efforts to improve evidence-based decision-making 
among general and special education teachers: (a) development of a research 
sequence to generate applied data sets, (b) use of data sets to improve data-based 
decision making, and (c) use of interteaching to enhance instructional quality in 
coursework. 
 
Presenter(s): Lawrence Joseph Maheady  
 

Kilmer Room 
 
How to SCORE Points in Inclusive Classrooms Using Effective Social Skills 
The SCORE Skills: Social Skills for Cooperative Groups Strategy and the Team Work 
strategies were taught to students with moderate to severe intellectual and or other 
developmental disabilities, who attended a college transition program. Results indicated 
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these strategies are valuable tools to help students become active members in inclusive 
classes. 
 
Presenter(s): Elizabeth W. Hall  
 

Link Room 
 
Setting Young Children FREE: Trauma-Informed Practices in Early Childhood 
Settings 
Early childhood professionals are uniquely positioned to support optimal outcomes for 
young children and families through trauma-informed practices. We present a 
framework for providing trauma-informed care in early childhood settings, under the 
domains of Families, Resiliency, Education, Empowerment (FREE) aligned with DEC 
Recommended Practices (2014). 
 
Presenter(s): Elizabeth Anderson, Candace Mulcahy, & Lisa Blitz 
 

Watson Room 
 
Supporting Student Participation in the IEP Process: The Student “Draft IEP” Tool 
Active student engagement in the IEP process leads to better academic and post school 
outcomes, but is lacking in most cases. The Student “Draft IEP” Tool provides 
educators a way to obtain student input in IEP development, and evidence on use of the 
tool suggests increased student participation. 
 
Presenter(s): Naomi Brickel & Jenna Lequia 
 
 

 
Welcome Reception & Research Poster Session 

 
Lite appetizers & a cash bar! 

5-7pm, in the Ballroom Atrium 
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9-9:50, Saturday, October 21, 2017 
Session 7 

 
Carlton Room 
 
The Allure of Simplicity: Scripted Curricula and Students with Disabilities 
EngageNY modules are available to assist schools in meeting the CCSS. Reports of 
rushed and rigid implementation led to interviews with educators who expressed 
appreciation for aspects of the modules but a perception that disability can be 
addressed simply by high standards. Implications for special educator knowledge and 
expertise will be addressed. 
 
Presenter(s): Maria Timberlake  
 

Endicott Room 
 
Perception of Parents of Children with Special Needs Related to Employment 
Satisfaction 
We investigated the challenges parents of children with special needs face. The 
analysis assesses the relationships among variables such as supervisors’ support, 
coworkers’ support, job flexibility and family-work conflict. The goal is to provide findings 
that could serve as a discussion about human resource practices for the support of 
parents. 
 
Presenter(s): Lina Gilic & Abraham Stefanidis 
 

Johnson Room 
 
Lesson Planning: Tier I Instruction for Developing Cognitive Academic Language 
with Special Populations 
This session spotlights the undervalued components of language, as students with 
special needs and English Language Learners (ELLs) develop academic language; 
specifically, speaking and listening. Cummins’ (1981; 1984) graphic representations of 
Language Proficiency and Contextual Support and Cognitive Demand are employed to 
illustrate the importance of accounting for language and cognition when planning 
instruction for linguistically diverse exceptional students. 
 
Presenter(s): Samuel Rodriguez  
 

Endicott Room 
 
Effects of Kagan Cooperative Learning Structures on the Math Performance of 
Students with and without Disabilities 
The alternating treatments study measured the effectiveness of specific Kagan 
structures, Sage-N-Scribe and Rally Coach, on the math performance of students with 
and without disabilities in eight different fourth-grade inclusion classroom. Comparisons 
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were made across four conditions (a) Sage-N-Scribe, (b) Rally Coach, (c) unstructured 
groups, and (d) traditional whole-class instruction. Quantitative analysis was calculated 
to determine the conditions' effects on math outcomes, while qualitative measure, in the 
form of surveys, interviews, and videotaped sessions, were used to measure student 
and teacher perceptions and capture levels of engagement and variations in social 
behavior. 
 
Presenter(s): Timothy G. Zgliczynski, Lawrence Maheady, & Abdullah Alshehri 
 

Kilmer Room 
 
Optimizing Quality of Life – A Programmatic Perspective 
An overview of Anderson Center for Autism.  Anderson Center optimizes the quality of 
life for individuals on the autism spectrum and their families.  Learn about on campus 
program and initiatives.  Learn about our consultation services including options for 
school districts, the broader community and becoming an Autism Supportive 
Environment. 
 
Presenter(s): Tracy Schober  
 

Watson Room 
 
Adaptive Learning and UDL 
Educational technologies offer a challenge to the ethos of the traditional lecture model 
of teaching in higher education. Online platforms can provide real-time data and 
individualized feedback for students that target performance deficits. Adaptive learning 
technologies afford students with disabilities to access course material in accordance 
with the principals of Universal Design for Learning. 
 
Presenter(s): Adam J. Halpern & Jonathan Pollino 
 

SPECIAL DOUBLE SESSION: Serling Room, 9-11:50 
 
National Board Certification Awareness Information Session 
Created by teachers, for teachers, NBC is the profession's mark of accomplished 
teaching. This workshop will introduce you to NBC and encourage you to explore its 
many possibilities and benefits! You will get an overview of the NBC process, 
requirements, timelines, fees, and supports. 
 
Presenter: Laura Havill 
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10-10:50, Saturday, October 21, 2017 
Session 8 

 
Endicott Room 
 
So You Wanna Buy a Car? A University-School Collaboration in Project-Based 
Learning 
The presenters describe a university-school partnership to develop and implement 
project-based learning (PBL) in a diverse secondary mathematics classroom. Targeted 
at at-risk high school students with and without disabilities, the Car Project addressed 
three key elements: (a) state learning standards; (b) 21st century skills; and (c) available 
community resources.  
 
Presenter(s): Candace Mulcahy & Ben Amorese 
 

Johnson Room 
 
Success with IEPs: Solving 5 Implementation Challenges 
Teachers in inclusive settings are required to implement IEPs in their classrooms. Learn 
about the five most common IEP implementation challenges, how to overcome them in 
order to fine tune your practice, as well as clarify some foggy ideas you may still have 
about ensuring success for students with disabilities. 
 
Presenter(s): Vicki Caruana  
 

Kilmer Room 
 
Concept Mapping to Enrich your edTPA 
Concept mapping provides quantitative and qualitative data which may allow teacher 
candidates to enhance their edTPA narratives in Task three. In addition, the data 
gathered from the student concept maps allows the college to demonstrate Program 
Impact with K-12 learners. 
 
Presenter(s): Colleen Ann Wilkinson, Jodi Rospierski, & Lorine Baldelli 
 

Link Room 
 
Introduction to College Readiness 
This workshop is designed to help educators prepare students with learning challenges 
for a collegiate experience. 
 
Presenter(s): Anne Arent  
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Watson Room 
 
Using the Tootling Strategy to Increase Prosocial Behaviors 
Tootling is a research-based strategy designed to increase prosocial behaviors and 
decrease challenging behaviors. A different take on tattling, Tootling helps students 
learn to recognize and exhibit prosocial behaviors. The aim of this session is to provide 
teachers with background on Tootling and steps for implementing Tootling in their 
classrooms. 
 
Presenter(s): Elizabeth R. Shelton  
 

SPECIAL DOUBLE SESSION: Serling Room (cont’d) 
 
National Board Certification Awareness Information Session (cont’d) 
Created by teachers, for teachers, NBC is the profession's mark of accomplished 
teaching. This workshop will introduce you to NBC and encourage you to explore its 
many possibilities and benefits! You will get an overview of the NBC process, 
requirements, timelines, fees, and supports. 
 
Presenter: Laura Havill 
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11-11:50, Saturday, October 21, 2017 
Session 9 

 
Carlton Room 
 
What am I supposed to do with this? Early Childhood Teacher’s Relationships to 
IEP’s 
This Presentation will examine teachers understanding of IEP’s in general education 
early childhood classrooms and the role they play in teacher curriculum planning, 
behavioral and parental interactions. Through vignettes and interviews we will look at 
the training, experience teachers have in reading and applying IEP’s in their classrooms 
and interactions. 
 
Presenter(s): Susan H. Shapiro & Sarah Birch 
 

Johnson Room 
 
Adapting Literacy Lessons for Students with Significant Disabilities: Teacher 
Candidates' Perspectives 
Creating adapted literacy materials for students with significant disabilities is an 
ongoing, reciprocal project between a teacher preparation program and area 
classrooms. Data from surveys on perceived “linkage” from college coursework to 
fieldwork and candidates’ personal observations of the effects of their materials in 
fieldwork placements will be shared. 
 
Presenter(s): Katherine Trela  
 

Kilmer Room 
 
Utilizing CBMs to Monitor Progress AND Inform Instruction 
Special educators are more effective with their instruction when they look beyond the 
score on assessments. Often, teachers are giving, scoring and recording assessments 
without taking time to analyze them. Looking more critically, allows one to discover 
missing skills and present levels to better target instruction to students’ needs. 
 
Presenter(s): LeeAnn A. Snyder-Concepcion & Aileen Wille 
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Link Room 
 
Orton-Gillingham: A Multisensory Structured Language Approach 
The Orton-Gillingham method for teaching reading has been around for over 70 years, 
yet it is current research that is validating this approach. There are many differences 
among programs, including accredited programs which have been thoroughly reviewed. 
This presentation will give you the information you need to decide if it’s the right 
approach for your students and what to look for in a program to meet your student’s 
needs. 
 
Presenter(s): Stephanie Cork & Esther Moreau 
 

Watson Room 
 
What Does Case Law Teaches Us? How to Create Legally-Sound IEPs 
Parents and school districts sometimes cannot reach agreement on the best ways to 
serve students. When the courts become involved, we learn meaningful lessons from 
the outcomes, specifically what common procedural and substantive errors IEP teams 
make. In this presentation, we will identify ways to meaningfully involve parents as 
partners in the IEP process. 
 
Presenter(s): Michael Rozalski & Jacob Warner 
 

Serling Room 
 
Get Involved with CEC: Opportunities for Leadership & Participation 

Interested in getting more involved in CEC, but not sure where to start? Come to this 
session to learn more about the variety of local, state, and national opportunities with 
CEC.  
 
Presenter(s): Lucky Mason-Williams  
 

Come enjoy a snack break in the Sun Briar Court 
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12-12:50, Saturday, October 21, 2017 

 
Closing Session: Advocating for Progress and Possibility 
As an organization, CEC examines policy issues and develops appropriate responses 
to those issues and influences local, state, provincial and federal legislation. Come hear 
from individuals who are advocating for students with disabilities at the state and 
national levels.  
 
Presenters: Susan Link, Rae Lynn Helman, Naomi Brickel, Jenna Lequia, & Kevin Miller  
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