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A  note from Your SCCeC President
wendY riChArdSon 

for most schools, the second grading period is over — relate, release, and 
relax. working through the kinks of the second quarter may have taken some 
maneuvering, but we must keep moving.

such was the task of finding dedicated folks to serve as award chairs for the 2014 
sccec conference (Greenville, sc). as i carefully made selections from across our 
state, i found one of our most dedicated foot soldiers. i placed my finger on a city 
close to my hometown, Mt. pleasant, and dialed a dedicated member since 1974, 
Janice lichtenstein.  she answered the phone very pleasantly and explained that 
she had just returned from talking to students whom she wished to convince that 
our children and schools needed them.

i should’ve known, with an email address beginning with “mama.” as she 
explained, Mrs. lichtenstein is dedicated to education; however, she has gotten 
older and there is a need for younger individuals to step forward. although i 
understood Mrs. lichtenstein’s perspective, i reflected on an article i read recently 
(pantagraph.com), citing a decline in the number of teacher education candidates 
seeking degrees in special education.

so, just when you thought you had enough on your plate, it appears that Mrs. 
lichtenstein will need the help of many veterans in guiding the future of special 
education. aside from some of the contributing factors to the decline (increased 
pressure on educators, negative comments about public schools, etc.), we must 
remind ourselves, as well as new teachers and teacher education students, that our 
profession will never be a cakewalk but dedication and outcome are our drive and 
strength. as with all the great societies taught in sixth grade social studies, the role 
of an educator has weathered many changes and formalities, but it has been — and 
will always be — an intricate part of the growth of future societies. 

with our conference just around the corner, i hope you have considered the 
opportunity to be collaborative comrades in the efforts to improve our state’s 
educational services and the quality of life for individuals with exceptionalities. 
i look forward to being immersed in the knowledge of our experts, teacher 
testimonials, and prodigious experiences.

ConferenCe time
Jennifer wAtSon, 
 ConferenCe ChAirPerSon 

happy new Year! we are so excited 
about the sc cec annual conference, 
february 28-March 1. this year we will 
be in Greenville at the hyatt. our theme 
will be “mAking it All fit together.”

please visit our website (www.
southcarolinacec.com) to see more 
information including the agenda.  we 
have great sessions planned covering 
many, many topics (common core, 
udl, formative assessment, subject 
content, low incidence disabilities, 
agency collaboration and updates, and 
more).

this year we are also hosting a pre-
conference. come early (february 27th) 
to learn more about universal design 
for learning. the cost of the event is 
only $60 and includes lunch.

register now for these great learning 
opportunities, and plan to have a little 
fun, too! we hope you can join us!

the ConStitution
SuSAn thomAS 

 You can find the sccec constitution 
on our website.  please take a few 
moments to read over the constitution. 

if you have any suggestions for 
changes, please send them to me at 
tdteducationalconsulting@gmail.com.

also, watch for a draft of suggested 
changes to be posted on our website.  
we will vote to accept the changes 
during representative assembly at our 
annual conference. 

find our new website and follow us on Social media
if you’re interested in keeping current on the most important 
updates and changes related to the professional development 
conference, please follow our website and social media outlets. 
there you’ll be able to read session summaries in advance 
of the conference, be apprised of schedule changes during 
the conference, and connect with fellow participants at the 

conference. we have a new, easier domain name for our website. 
You’ll find us at www.southcarolinacec.com. we are on twitter at 
@Mysccec. You can find us on facebook by searching for “south 
carolina council for exceptional children.” we look forward to 
connecting with you at the convention and online!
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ChAPter newS
ChAPter 165
chester, fairfield, Kershaw, lancaster, lexinGton, richland, & suMter counties

chapter 165 had a Back-to-school social at its first general membership meeting on 
september 26, 2013, at the clubhouse of the Magnolia. a special thanks to susan thomas 
who provided the location and beverages. applications are currently being accepted by 
past president, denise webster, for chapter 165’s teacher mini grant.

chapter 165 was delighted to welcome lindsay anne thompson, esquire, as the speaker 
for the november 12, 2013, meeting at tsubaki. Ms. thompson, a school law attorney with 
duff, white, and turner, llc, was formerly a special education teacher. she presented a 
program on current issues in special education. following the speaker, members enjoyed a 
bit of karaoke in the lounge, and a good time was had by all.

Members of 165 attending the state convention in Greenville, sc, may e-mail Julie Macker 
or heather edwards-Bohn for details of an informal social that will occur at the convention.

the next formal chapter 165 meeting will be a teacher showcase in March.  

Accolades for Chapter 165 members
chapter 165 is proud to recognize the following member accomplishments. president- 

elect Beth tuten is currently serving as the teacher of the Year for swansea high school 
and lexington school district 4. Miss tuten’s many accomplishments include creating and 
implementing student programs at the school and district level and continuing training 
for educators. in addition, she has been an active, participating member in chapter 165 
throughout her career.

chapter 165 is proud, also, to recognize member, Jane Massey. Ms. Massey has been 
serving as a club sponsor for the spring Valley high school circle of friends club which 
is a club that pairs general and special education students for socialization and inclusion. 
over 75 general education students participate in the club. in addition, five “honorary” 
cheerleaders with disabilities cheered with the cheerleader squad for a home football game 
on september 27th.

SCCeC needS You! 
Get more out of your membership 

with sccec. the late dr. Kay wright 
rush, a charter member of our state 
cec, once said you get out of an 
organization what you put into it.  we 
need you to become involved in our 
organization.  we need board members 
and have vacancies for the offices of 
secretary and vice president.  if you 
are interested in getting more out 
of your membership, please email 
our president, wendy richardson at 
wcrichardson1979@gamil.com.

Your Vote mAtterS
chapters and subdivision officers 

don’t forget to send the name of 
your representative(s) for our annual 
business meeting to be held during our 
conference in Greenville. each chapter 
has two votes and each subdivision 
has 1 vote.  send the name of your 
representative to John romig at john.
romig10@gmail.com.

s c - c e c  a n n u a l  c o n f e r e n c e  2 0 1 4

Friday, February 28 thru Saturday, March 1
The Hyatt
Greenville, SC
pre-ConFerenCe THurSday, February 27

Visit www.southcarolinacec.com for registration and information
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sc-cec annual conference 2014 awards nomination forms

South Carolina Council for Exceptional Children 
Award Nomination Form 

 
Award (highlight one):           
 
 

Advocate of the Year Para-Educator of the Year  
 

Betty Brown Training Grant Principal of the Year 
 

Exceptional Educator of the Year 
 

Rookie Teacher of the Year 
 

General Educator of the Year Student Member of the Year 

Member of the Year 
 

Yes I Can Award 

  

Current SCCEC Executive Committee members are not eligible for awards. 
 
Name of Nominee:              
                                   First      Middle Initial              Last  
 
Address:               

Street/PO Box       City              State         Zip 
 
Telephone:                
   Home       Work     
    
Name/Address of the Local Newspaper:          
 
   
Chapter / Subdivision (if applicable):          
 
 
Member Making Nomination:            
     First   Middle Initial  Last 
 
Address:               
  Street/PO Box   City   State  Zip 
 
Telephone:        Email:       
 
Chapter/Subdivision:     CEC Membership Number:     
 
NOTE: Letters of nomination must clearly address all criteria. 
 
All information must be postmarked/emailed by indicated deadline. 
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2013-2014 Exceptional Educator of the Year Nomination Information 
 
You may fill out this form or reproduce it with a word processor. Please fill out all items. Indicate “none” 
for information that does not apply. The selection committee reserves the right to accept or reject 
nominations and change requirements without notice. All decisions by the selection committee are 
final.  
E-mail nominations to the address below. Nominations must be received by January 10, 2014.  
 
Nominee Information 
Name of Nominee: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Position: _____ Teacher     _____ Related Service Provider (indicate profession): __________________  
School (name, city/town): ________________________________________________________________ 
Nominee Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________ 
E-mail Address: _____________________________  Home Phone:  _______________________ 
 
Nominator: (name, phone, e-mail): _________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Nomination Criteria* 
Please verify with checkmarks that the nominee meets the following criteria: 
 
_____  Has been a South Carolina resident since at least January 1, 2008. 
_____ Is currently employed full-time at a South Carolina school or district and is involved in direct 

special education teaching or provision of speech or other related services that directly serve 
students with disabilities. 

_____ Is certified in his or her area of employment. 
_____ Holds membership and is active in at least one professional organization.  
 
*Current SCCEC Executive Committee members are not eligible for awards. 
 
Nomination Narrative and Letter of Recommendation 
_____ Please provide a narrative of no more than two single-spaced pages about the nominee that 

describes: 
 Why the nominee should be selected as Exceptional Educator of the Year for 2013-2014. 
 What the nominee’s biggest accomplishments are as a special education professional. 
 How the nominee has demonstrated exemplary performance over a period of time as a special 

educator (not less than five years), as shown through such qualities as innovation, creativity, 
and the ability to inspire students. 

 The nominee’s involvement in a [professional organization, including any leadership 
responsibilities. 

 The nominee’s professional awards, if any. 
 The nominee’s educational background and achievements. 

_____ Please also provide at least one letter of recommendation from someone other than the 
nominator who is familiar with the nominee’s work (e.g., immediate supervisor, a former or 
current student, a parent of a former or current student). 

 
Nominee 
_____ Please provide a narrative of no more than two single-spaced pages describing: 

 A brief description of your accomplishments as a special educator, including specific examples 
of ways in which students have been inspired through the provision of an innovative and 
creative program and/or training provided to other school staff.  

 A description of any awards received. 
 Membership and active involvement in professional organizations. 

 
Where to Submit Nominations 

Nancy Turner 
nancy.turner@spartanburg2.k12.sc.us
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SCCEC General Educator of the Year 
 

The purpose of this award is to recognize a general educator who has made an outstanding contribution to the 
advancement of exceptional children and youth. 
 
Criteria for the award*: 

 Nominations must originate from an SCCEC member or unit.  
 The nominee must demonstrate advocacy in one of the following areas: 
  Service to children 
  Public awareness and acceptance of exceptional children 

 
*Current SCCEC Executive Committee members are not eligible for awards. 
 
Required:   application, letter of nomination, three letters of recommendation (one 

may be a vitae)  
 
Email application to:    Heath Owens 

Heath.owen@ocsd5.net  
      
  
DEADLINE:     February 1, 2014 
 

SCCEC Member of the Year 
 

The purpose of this award is to recognize a member for outstanding service to exceptional children and 
significant contributions to SCCEC.  
 
Criteria for the award*: 

 The nominee must be a member of the Federation for two years.  
 Nominations must originate from a SCCEC member, chapter, or subdivision. 
 Awards will be based on the following ranking system: 
  20% Federation involvement 
  20% Chapter/Subdivision involvement 
  20% Professional involvement 

40% Direct impact on education and general welfare of exceptional children 
 

*Current SCCEC Executive Committee members are not eligible for awards. 
 

 
Required:   application, letter of nomination, three letters of recommendation (one may 

be a vita) 
 

Email application to:   Janice Lichtenstein 
mamaljanl2735@gmail.com  
  

DEADLINE:     February 1, 2014 

SCCEC Para-Educator of the Year 
 

Criteria for the award*: 
 Nomination from CEC member or chapter 
 2 letters of reference (teacher and administrator) 
 80% activities and involvement in classroom 
 20% participation outside classroom and in SCCEC 

 
*Current SCCEC Executive Committee members are not eligible for awards. 
 
Required:  letter of nomination, two letters of recommendation 
 
Email application to:  Katie Stapleton 

stapletonk@comcast.net  
 

DEADLINE:    February 1, 2014
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SCCEC Principal of the Year 
 

The purpose of this award is to recognize a principal who has made an outstanding contribution to the 
advancement of exceptional children and youth. 
 
Criteria for the award*: 

 Nominations must originate from an SCCEC member or unit.  
 The nominee must demonstrate advocacy in one of the following areas: 
  Service to children 
  Public awareness and acceptance of exceptional children 

 
*Current SCCEC Executive Committee members are not eligible for awards. 
 
Required:   application, letter of nomination, three letters of recommendation (one 

may be a vitae) 
 
Email application to:    Alan Eggert 

aeggert@spart6.org  
 

DEADLINE:     February 1, 2014 
 

CCEC Advocate of the Year 
 

The purpose of this award is to recognize a legislator, parent, or other individual who has made an outstanding 
contribution to the advancement of exceptional children and youth. 
 
Criteria* for the award: 

 Nominations must originate from an SCCEC member or unit.  
 The nominee must demonstrate advocacy in one of the following areas: 
  Service to children 
  Public awareness and acceptance of exceptional children 

Political action 
 
*Current SCCEC Executive Committee members are not eligible for awards. 
 
Required:   application, letter of nomination, three letters of recommendation (one 

may be a vitae)  
 
Email application to:    Sam Price  

srprice@chesterfieldschools.org  
  

DEADLINE:     February 1, 2014 
 

SCCEC Rookie Teacher of the Year 
 

Criteria for the award*: 
 The nominee must be a member of SCCEC, licensed to teach in South Carolina, and currently employed 

as a classroom teacher.  
 The nominee must have been a classroom teacher for less than 5 years. 
 The nominee should show promise as an exceptional educator who is meeting the needs of students 

and who is developing professional expertise and leadership abilities. 
 
*Current SCCEC Executive Committee members are not eligible for awards. 
 
Required:   application, letter of nomination, three letters of recommendation 
 
Email application to:  Tracy Haigler 

tracylhaigler@yahoo.com  
 

DEADLINE:    February 1, 2014 
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SCCEC Laura Mohr Scholarship 
 
The Applicant must: 
 

1. Be a rising Junior or Senior undergraduate student who has been accepted into a special 
education training program and who has passed the Praxis I; 

 
2. Be enrolled in an undergraduate special education program at a South Carolina university or 

college; 
 

3. Be a current resident of South Carolina; 
 

4. Submit a statement not to exceed one page to describe the his/her commitment to the field of 
special education; 

 
5. Submit three letters of professional reference; 

 
6. Submit proof of enrollment and a transcript from a South Carolina college or university.  

 
To apply, complete the following: 
 

1. Name:            
Address:            
Telephone:            
Email Address:           
Field of Study:           
University or College:          

 
2. Attach this cover sheet to the personal statement. Enclose letters of reference, proof of 

enrollment and transcript at a South Carolina college or university. Email to: 
 

Barbara J. Williams 
barbara1843@gmail.com  

 
Conditions for the award: 

1. An award certificate in the amount of $1,000.00 will be presented to the recipient. 
2. Award checks will be made payable to the college or university. 

 
 
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION: February 1, 2014 

 

SCCEC Yes I Can! Award 
 
The purpose of this award is to recognize children and youth with disabilities who have excelled. 
 
Criteria for the award:  

 The nominee must be between the ages of 3-21 years old at the time of nomination.  
 The nominee must have an identified disability. 
 Two letters of recommendation  
 Award will be based outstanding achievements in one of nine categories: 
 

Each candidate may be nominated in only one category.  Please specify which category you are nominating the 
individual for in the letter of nomination. 

 
Academics  
Arts  
Athletics  
Community Service  
Employment  
Extracurricular Activities  
Independent Living Skills  
Self-Advocacy Technology  

  
Required:  application, letter of nomination, two letters of recommendation 
 
Email application to:  Jennifer Glover  

jglover0320@truvista.net   
 

Deadline:    February 1, 2014
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South Carolina Council for Exceptional Children 
Betty Brown Training Grant 

 
Name:       Date of Birth:    Age:     
 
Parents/Guardians:             
 
Address:             
 
Telephone: _______________________________________     Disability:      
 
School District:             
 
School Address:             
 
Graduation Completion Date: ______________________    Awards Date:      
 
Circle Type of Program Completed: Diploma   Certificate   IEP Completion   Maximum Age 
 
Name / address of post-secondary program for which the applicant has applied or is  
 
enrolled:             
 
Has applicant received any other scholarship, award, or grant?      YES     NO 
 
If yes, please list award(s) and amount(s):          

            

 School-related Activities:           

             

 Community Activities:           

              

 Work Experience:            

             

 Honors/Awards:            

  

 
**Attach a sheet with any additional pertinent information. 

DEADLINE: February 1, 2014 
 
 
_____________________________________________ _____________________________________________ 
 Applicant’s Signature     Parent / Guardian Signature 
 
Email completed application and nomination form to:  
 
Cynthia Baughan 
cbaughan@uncc.edu   


