
HAVE IT YOUR WAY
Dr. Susan L. Zimlich
Southeastern Louisiana University
2018 LACEC Conference



BENEFITS OF STUDENT CHOICE

Students are motivated when they feel they have some control over
 what they will study, 
 how they will study it, 
 how they will show what they have learned (Clinkenbeard, 2012; Kimball, 2001)

Students’ creativity increases when they have choices (Fleith, 2000).

It is also more interesting for the instructor….



DRAWBACKS TO STUDENT CHOICE

Everyone is doing different things

It can be a bit more difficult to grade



EASY STUDENT CHOICES
Process
 Read the material
 Watch a video
 Use flash card

Product
 Essay vs Poster vs Diorama vs Presentation vs Newspaper Article vs ….

Content
 Pick a president, state, animal, your favorite author, ....

Environment
 Work individually, with a partner, or in a group
 Work at your desk or on the floor with a clipboard



GENERIC RUBRICS
Example:

Criteria Needs 
Improvement

Approaching
Expectations

At 
Expectations

Exceeds 
Expectations

Content 
Information

Has little
information

Has most information Has all required 
information

Has all required and some 
additional information

Content 
Accuracy

Information is 
incorrect

Information is a mixture 
of correct and incorrect

All the information 
is correct

All information is correct
and sources are included

Organization There is no 
organization

There is minimal
organization

The information is 
organized

The information is 
logically organized

Mechanics The grammar is 
nonstandard

Most grammar is 
correct

Proper grammar is 
used

Proper grammar is used 
masterfully 

Product The product is 
not a good 

representation 
of it’s type

The product 
approaches 

expectations for that 
type of product

The product is 
what is expected 

for the type

The product is a masterful 
example of what is 

expected for the type



STUDENT CHOICE: A PAPER & PENCIL TEST
Example: Create a test where the students choose the questions
Pick questions up to 50 points
Please define (2 points) and give three examples (3 points) of process skills. You may use either social studies or science.

Explain how to teach process skills for either science and/or social studies. (10 points)

Describe three different summative assessments that are not paper-pencil tests that you could use in social studies or 
science. Be sure to include how you would grade each assessment to find the level of mastery gained by the students. (15 
points)

Compare and contrast teaching science versus teaching social studies. Be sure to, at a minimum, cover content, process, 
and product. (20 points)

Your classroom management plan was written early in your education courses. While there are probably still aspects of it 
that are the same, hopefully you have grown. Revisit your philosophy of teaching based on your knowledge gained in 
coursework and your wisdom gained from experience in the classroom. Share the philosophy you wrote in EPSY 314/315 
and intersperse text in another font color that analyzes, evaluates and comments on what you wrote. You can include 
comments such as what was naïve, what has changed, what was reaffirmed, etc. (25 points)

Write a final for this course. Your exam should be worth 50 points, cover the content (you can use the objectives 
statements from the syllabi and the course calendar to determine the content). Your exam should include instructions for 
grading (i.e., correct answer, rubrics for questions that are complex, point distributions, etc.). (50 points)



BASE THE TEST ON



WHAT TEST QUESTIONS COULD YOU WRITE?

ELA
 Story comprehension and recall
Nonfiction

Social Studies
 Time periods
 Economics

Science
 Systems of the human body
 Ecosystems

Math
 Basic skills
Geometric shapes



GRAPHIC ORGANIZERS
When students use graphic organizers they increase in
 Vocabulary knowledge
 Vocabulary comprehension
 Inferential knowledge (Dexter & Hughes, 2001)

Graphic Organizers are a tool in the Universal Design for Learning approach
(Strangman, Vue, Hall, & Meyer, 2004)

Making Sense Strategies (Howard & Ellis, 2008) summarized findings of best practice 
and research that graphic organizers are good for all learners
 Reading comprehension
 Prewriting
 Content Connections

http://www.calhoun.k12.al.us/files/makessense%202010/DoNotOpenFolder/Implmnt/DONTOPEN/MSStrats/Stuf/GOMatrix.pdf


STUDENT CHOICE: GRAPHIC ORGANIZERS

There is an overlap between:

There are multiple writing organizers, vocabulary organizers, cause-and-effect 
organizers, note taking organizers, etc.

Outline vs. Concept Map

Timeline vs. Flowchart

Venn Diagram vs. Double-Bubble Map

List vs. Bubble Map



THINGS TO THINK ABOUT

Why do student all have to use the same graphic organizer?

What happens if the graphic organizer can match each of their thinking styles?
 Linear-thinkers vs. Non-linear thinkers
 Big picture vs. Details

What if we emphasize the CONTENT over the FORMAT?



EXAMPLE 1: COMPARING AND CONTRASTING 



EXAMPLE 2: ORGANIZING PRE-WRITING
For Organizing Writing – they do not all have to use the same one



EXAMPLE 3: NOTE TAKING



EXAMPLE 4: SEQUENCING
Do not forget 
that note cards 
could be moved 
around.

Some students 
could just write 
items and 
number the items.



CONTACT INFORMATION

Dr. Susan L. Zimlich

Southeastern Louisiana University

susan.zimlich@southeastern.edu

A copy of the presentation can be found at the LA CEC website, and also at 
https://sites.google.com/selu.edu/drzimlich/presentations
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