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Dear DCDT Conference Participants,

As president of DCDT, it is my pleasure to welcome you to our 17th 
International DCDT Conference, “Leaders for Life: No Limits, 
No Boundaries” and the historical city of Williamsburg.  I would 
like to thank everyone who took the time to respond to our call for 
proposals.  We had an overwhelming response and I am sure you 
will agree we have a wonderful conference program set for your 
enjoyment.  Without our dedicated members and others interested in 
the transition process for students with disabilities our organization 
and conference would not be possible.  The theme for this year’s 
conference, “Leaders for Life: No Limits, No Boundaries,” reminds us that we must continue to 
empower each other, families and all youth in transition.  DCDT is an organization of fun loving 
dedicated professionals, parents, and students.  While enjoying the conference, please take a 
moment to broaden your professional boundaries and say hello to fellow DCDT members and let 
non-members know about the benefits of being a member.  Everyone will have an opportunity to 
meet and converse with many transition leaders from around the country.  

As an organization we are connected to many leaders.  We have partnered with the IDEA 
Partnership and National Community of Practice on Transition, Easter Seals and National 
Secondary Transition Technical Assistance Center to strengthen our voices in keeping transition 
at the forefront of educational agendas.  As part of our partnership, we are pleased to have many 
of our friends from these organizations in attendance with us and sessions offered from these 
national organizations spread throughout our program.  We value input from everyone as we 
move forward.  

In closing, let this conference be an opportunity for everyone to gain the “inner strength” from our 
opening keynote speaker, Greg Smith, to achieve personal success. Take time to network, socialize 
and have fun!  We are pleased that Virginia has ensured to include not just the youth voice but 
meaningful youth participation in this year’s conference. Everyone in attendance brings something 
valuable to the table.  The best learning comes from learning from each other!  In the words of 
our luncheon keynote, Tori Saylor, “enjoy the journey to self-determination; what you learn may 
surprise you.”  I look forward to seeing you and having an opportunity to chat.  Please stop to say 
hello.

Sincerely,

Stacie Dojonovic
DCDT President

DCDT
Division on Careeer 

Development and Transition

2
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On behalf of the Virginia Chapter of the Division on Career Development and Transition (VADCDT) 
we want to extend a warm welcome to historic Williamsburg and the 17th DCDT International 
Conference. 

This will be a memorable event. You will have the opportunity to experience a rich presence as you hear 
new ideas from many knowledgeable and passionate presenters. You will be inspired and motivated by 
what you hear so when you look to the future you can implement these new ideas to make changes for 
yourself or persons you support as you develop Leaders for Life:  No Limits, No Boundaries. And, 
we are excited about the opportunities you will have to experience life in the past as you walk back in 
history along the paths your forefathers walked. We encourage you to take advantage of the opportunities 
Williamsburg has to offer. Use the guide the planning committee created to explore the many restaurants 
and area attractions in Colonial Williamsburg and beyond. 
 
Experience the past, savor the present, and look to the future. 
Have a great time at the 17th DCDT International Conference. 

From your 2013 Virginia Planning Committee

Welcome to 

Williamsburg

Committee Chair:
Sally Chappel

Consultant

Lisa Holland
Montgomery County Public Schools 

Virginia DCDT President

Marianne Moore
Virginia Department of Education

Virginia DCDT Past President

Joan Lovegren-O’Brien
Virginia Department of Education’s 
T/TAC at Virginia Commonwealth 

University
Virginia DCDT Web Lead

Patricia Aldridge
Virginia State University

Virginia DCDT Publicity Chair

Ben Bowman
Virginia Department of Education’s 

T/TAC at Radford University

Mac McArthur-Fox
Virginia Department of Education’s 

T/TAC at Radford University

John McNaught
Virginia Department of Education’s 
T/TAC at James Madison University
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Welcome to a community where we all learn from one another.

Consider the Department of Special Education and Disability Policy as you prepare 

for your next step in a career educating students with disabilities or preparing for a 

leadership career in the field.  

Contact us for more information about our graduate programs, including:  M.Ed. 

programs in Special Education/General Education Curriculum (including an 

urban education residency program with Richmond City Schools), Early Childhood 

Special Education, Special Education/Adapted Curriculum; certificate programs 

in Autism Spectrum Disorders, Disability Leadership, and Board Certified 

Behavior Analysis; and a Ph.D. in Education/Special Education and Disability 

Policy. 

Welcome to a community where we all learn from one another.

Visit our website for more 

information: 

http://www.soe.vcu.edu/

academics_programs/special-

education-and-disability-policy 

or contact Dr. Colleen Thoma, 

Chair, for more information at 

sedp@vcu.edu.
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The Center on Transition Innovations offers a statewide 
resource to support local education agencies, youth and adult 
service providers, students with disabilities and their families in their 
efforts to:

1.  Identify and implement career goals for youth with disabilities 
as they move through middle and high school to prepare for 
adult life;

2.  Increase inclusive postsecondary education and employment 
opportunities in the community; and

3.  Encourage skill building so youth with disabilities are able to 
live as independently as possible in the community.

In our first year, the Center on Transition Innovations aims to:

n Foster capacity building in Virginia’s local education agencies 
through online professional development opportunities in 
various multimedia formats.

n Highlight state-of-the-art resources on emerging and 
evidence-based practices in the transition of students with 
disabilities into adulthood.

n Provide e-resources, user-friendly online materials, courses 
and trainings to enhance and improve postschool outcomes 
for all youth with disabilities.

n Create methods of communication and information sharing 
among Virginia’s local education agencies about strategies 
and practices used to improve postschool outcomes.

Stay tuned for more information!

The Virginia Department of Education is pleased to 
announce a new and ongoing partnership with VCU’s 
Center on Transition Innovations at 
VCU-Rehabilitation Research and Training Center (RRTC) 
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17th International DCDT Conference Schedule

Williamsburg, Virginia
The Williamsburg Lodge

Conference Registration .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Conference Center Lobby

 Noon – 8:00 pm  Wednesday, November 13

 7:00 am – 5:00 pm  Thursday, November 14

 7:00 am – 1:00 pm  Friday, November 15

 7:30 am – 9:30 am  Saturday, November 16

THURSDAY, November 14
 7:00 am – 9:00 am Continental Breakfast .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Virginia Foyer

 8:00 am – 9:45 am Welcome and Keynote Speaker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Virginia Room

 10:00 am – 11:00 am Concurrent Sessions/Poster Sessions

 11:15 am – 12:15 pm Concurrent Sessions/Poster Sessions

 12:15 pm – 1:30 pm Lunch (provided)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Virginia Room

 1:30 pm – 2:30 pm  Concurrent Sessions/Poster Sessions

 2:45 pm – 3:45 pm Concurrent Sessions/Poster Sessions

 4:00 pm – 5:00 pm Concurrent Sessions

 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm Welcome Reception and the Pat Sitlington Student Research Award 

  Poster Competition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Virginia Room

FRIDAY, November 15
 7:00 am – 9:00 am  Continental Breakfast .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Virginia Foyer

 8:00 am – 9:00 am Concurrent Sessions/Poster Sessions

 9:15 am – 10:15 am  Concurrent Sessions/Poster Sessions

 10:30 am – 11:30 am Concurrent Sessions/Poster Sessions

 11:40 am – 1:10 pm Luncheon/Keynote Speaker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Virginia Room

 1:15 pm – 2:15 pm Concurrent Sessions/Poster Sessions

 2:30 pm – 3:30 pm  Concurrent Sessions

 3:45 pm – 4:45 pm Concurrent Sessions

 5:15 pm - 6:15 pm Wine & Cheese Reception with Ben, George & Martha.  .  .  . Colony C

  (Requires additional payment of $37.00 per person - see page 38)

SATURDAY, November 16
 8:00 am – 10:00 am Concurrent Workshops

 10:15 am – 12:15 pm Concurrent Workshops
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GOLD SPONSORSHIP

The Conover Company
A Division of Oakwood Solutions, LLC

4 Brookwood Court
Appleton, WI 54914

800-933-1933
www.conovercompany.com

Education Associates
P.O. Box 23308

Louisville, KY 40223
800-626-2950

www.educationassociates.com

James Stanfield Company, Inc.
Drawer: WEB
P.O. Box 41058

Santa Barbara, CA 93140
800-421-6534

www.stanfield.com

TAI - Talent Assessment, Inc.
P.O. Box 5087

Jacksonville, FL 32247
800-634-1472

www.talentassessment.com

Stand Up, Inc.
P.O. Box 10312

Lynchburg, VA  24506
434-455-2447 (O)
434-546-0682 (C)

www.standup-inc.com

Virginia Department of Education
James Monroe Building

P.O. Box 2120
Richmond, VA  23218-2120

1-800-422-2083
Text users dial 711 

Virginia Department for Aging 
and Rehabilitative Services

8004 Franklin Farms Dr.
Henrico, VA  23229
804-662-7372 (O) 

A SPECIAL NOTE OF THANKS TO 
OUR CONTRIBUTING SPONSORS

COPPER SPONSORSHIP

Paul H. Brookes Publishing Company, Inc.
P.O. Box 10624

Baltimore, MD 21285
www.brookespublishing.com

The Choice Group
4807 Radford Ave., Suite 106

Richmond, VA 23230
Phone: 804.278.9151

Fax: 804.278.9221
www.thechoicegroup.com

Additional Vendors

DCDT
www.dcdt.org

 
Virginia DCDT
www.vadcdt.org

Community Living Experience
71150 Columbia Gateway Drive, Suite J

Columbia, MD  21046

Virginia Commonwealth University
Dept. of Special Education & Disability Policy

School of Education
1015 W. Main Street

Richmond, VA  23284-2020

Grand Canyon University
3300 W. Camelback Road

Phoenix, AZ  85017
www.gcu.edu

Ten Sigma
570 1st Street SE

St. Cloud, MN  56304
jwessels@tensigma.org
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“The Strength Coach,” Greg Smith 
has gradually been getting physically 
weaker throughout his whole life due 
to muscular dystrophy. At 65 pounds, 
he does not have the strength to 
sit upright in his power wheelchair 
without the support of a harness. 
Yet he has developed an expertise 
about “inner strength” that has led 
to amazing personal success. Greg’s 
inner strength message offers a very 
simple, yet powerful formula for 
immediate and lasting change. And his 
accomplishments are evidence of the results:

•  He is the author of the best-selling, “On A Roll: 
Reflections from America’s Wheelchair Dude with 
the Winning Attitude,” and founder of the 14-year-
running syndicated radio show “On A Roll: Talk 
Radio on Life & Disability,” later renamed “The 
Strength Coach Radio Show.”

•  He’s been profiled in the Wall Street Journal, New 
York Times, CBS News and National Public Radio 
and other national media.

• He has been honored as an “Exceptional 
American” by the National Liberty Museum in 
Philadelphia (his plaque and picture right between 
Stevie Wonder and Christopher Reeve).

•  His remarkable life story was revealed to over 
two million Americans in the ‘Audience Award 
Winning’ PBS documentary film, “On A Roll: 

Family, Disability and the American 
Dream,” which aired in 2005.

Greg received his Bachelor of Arts 
degree in 1986 from the Walter 
Cronkite School of Journalism and 
Telecommunications at Arizona State 
University. There, he was the play-
by-play announcer for the Sun Devils 
student radio station. Upon completion, 
he found employment at top-rated 
KTAR 620 AM in Phoenix, working 
as Research Director and sports talk 
show host. For three years, he was the 

host of “Cardinal Talk” after weekly NFL games. In 1992, 
he resigned and started his own local radio show about 
disability issues called “On A Roll: Talk Radio on Life 
& Disability.” Over the next 14 years, he built the show 
into a syndicated national voice for the disability rights 
movement. In 2003, he changed the name of the radio 
show to “The Strength Coach” and began broadcasting 
and speaking professionally about inner strength. In 2005, 
Greg was slammed by two devastating setbacks: nearly 
losing his life to congestive heart failure, and losing nearly 
everything to Hurricane Katrina. He has rebounded from 
those challenges like all the others he has defeated with 
his winning attitude, resulting in a heightened sense of 
urgency about spreading his message far and wide.

Greg is an involved father to his sons, Greg Jr. (20) and 
Donovan (19), and to his daughter Berkeley (15). He 
currently resides in Ocean Springs, Mississippi.

THURSDAY, November 14, 2013

8:00 am – 9:45 am
Welcome and Keynote Speaker

Virginia Room

Opening Ceremony

Surry County High School Color Guard

Virginia Welcome
John Eisenberg, Assistant Superintendent
Division of Special Education and Student Services
Virginia Department of Education

“The Strength Coach” 
Greg Smith
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CONCURRENT SESSIONS
10:00 am – 11:00 am

(Allegheny A)
How To Prepare for Postschool Employment: Predictors 
of Success On the Job
 Presentation covers the employment outcomes 

for graduates with disabilities from eight years of 
postschool data collection. Results are organized by 
employment outcomes, gender, ethnicity and school 
setting. Student service ratings and program factors 
that promote success in employment are identified.
Alfred Daviso, Rachel McMahan Queen, Robert Baer

(Allegheny B)
Effective Communication Between Families and 
Schools/Community Agencies Throughout the 
Transition Process
 Research indicates that effective family involvement 

in the transition process leads to improved student 
outcomes. This workshop focuses on understanding 
effective communication between families, schools, 
and community agencies. Participants will engage in 
interactive activities that outline the barriers, essential 
elements, and the critical strategies to build and 
maintain collaborative relationships.
Lisa Dearlove, Therese Zona

(Allegheny C)
Assisting Students With Disabilities Search for Colleges: 
Tips for Educators
 Are you an educator interested in supporting students 

with disabilities during the college search process?  Join 
a former admission officer and a former director of 
an LD support center to learn about tips that you can 
use to assist your students with disabilities as they face 
common college search obstacles.
Adam Lalor, Joseph Madaus

(Colony AB)
Developing Student Self-Determination Across 
Grades 6-12
 A continuum of self-determination instruction 

across 6th through 12th grades was created and 
implemented to enhance student acquisition and 
use of self-determination skills as they transition to 
postsecondary life. Participants will leave the session 
with knowledge of the instructional continuum, 
preliminary student data, teacher implementation 
feedback, and administrative input.
Lori Peterson, Jennifer Sedaghat, Jon Paul Burden, 
Brenda Pomeroy

(Colony D)
Transition Compliance and Evidence-Based Practices 
In Public Cyber Charter Schools: Effects of Student
Demographics
 As students with disabilities increasingly enroll in 

cyber schools, it is imperative that quality transition 
planning practices are established.  This session 
reports on a study that investigated transition planning 
practices in cyber schools, including (a) compliance 
with IDEA, (b) incorporation of evidence-based 
practices, and (c) consideration of demographic 
characteristics.
Carrie Spitler, Jeanne Repetto

(Colony E)
Implementing a Model of Seamless Transition: Lessons 
Learned From the Field
 This session will describe how a model for 

systematically delivering seamless transition services 
based on components of the NCWD/Y Guideposts 
was implemented in 11 of the 24 countywide school 
districts in Maryland for diverse special education 
populations and describe lessons learned.
Richard Luecking, Monica Simonsen

(Piedmont A)
Project LEAD: An Innovative Approach To Advocacy 
and Leadership Skills Training
 Want to learn of new ways for implementing advocacy 

and leadership skills training in conjunction with 
community and school leadership projects? This 
session will provide a framework for implementing 
these activities for students with developmental 
disabilities.
Eric Roberts, Dalun Zhang

(Piedmont B)
TechNow: The Development of Self-Determination 
Through Technology Curriculum
 The purpose of this presentation is to present the 

results of a two-year evaluation of the Oklahoma-
based TechNow program. TechNow is an innovative 
technology focused, secondary transition program for 
students with disabilities. Methodology and results will 
be provided showing an evidence base for increased 
self-determination for involved students.
Kendra Williams-Diehm, Rick DeRennaux, Jeff 
Newton, Lori Metcalf

THURSDAY, November 14, 2013



11

(Piedmont C)
Teaching Students To Attain Their Annual Transition 
Goals
 We used Take Action to teach students to attain their 

transition goals.  Students learned to make a plan, and 
received teacher support.  When students used four or 
five plan parts, they usually attained their goals.  We 
found when students had support making plans, and 
reminders to act, attainment increased remarkably.
Jodie Martin, James Martin, Larry Hartzell

(Tidewater A)
Improving Competitive Employment Outcomes 
for Students With Autism/Intellectual Disabilities 
– Building State Capacity Through Postsecondary 
Education Programs
 Description of a statewide effort to address the need 

for integrated employment options for individuals 
with autism or ID through participation in 
postsecondary education programs will be discussed 
by representatives from five programs. Program 
descriptions, including participant experiences, 
outcomes, and collaborators as well as capacity-
building efforts will be highlighted.
Margo Izzo, Darlene Unger, Bill Bauer, Tom Hoza, 
Patricia Devlin

(Tidewater B)
Integrating Vocational Education Into Everyday 
Instruction for Students With Autism
 Teachers of students with significant disabilities 

are faced with many instructional challenges in 
addition to vocational training.  SECEP has integrated 
Project Discovery, an engaging hands-on transition 
curriculum, into everyday instruction across a variety 
of areas ( math, literacy, language arts, social skills) 
which has led to improved outcomes for our students.
Kedra R. Jemmot

(Tidewater CD)
Beyond Access: Next Generation Issues In Higher 
Education for Student With Intellectual Disability
 Higher education for students with ID has evolved 

beyond access to college to contending with second-
generation issues such as credentials, accreditation 
and student outcomes. Presenters will share data and 
implications of second generation issues that have 
impact on existing transition practices and planning 
for students with ID in high school.
Meg Grigal, Debra Hart

CONCURRENT SESSIONS
11:15 am -12:15 pm

 (Allegheny A)
Navigating the Early Career Years: Barriers and 
Strategies for Young Adults With Disabilities
 Young adults with disabilities in their early career years 

are more likely to be unemployed, underemployed, or 
living below the poverty line than their nondisabled 
peers.  This interactive session will describe effective 
strategies and practical tools to facilitate advancement 
to higher skill/higher wage employment over time.
Lauren Lindstrom, Laurie Kahn, Keith Ozols

(Allegheny B)
Interagency Collaboration for Transition Planning: 
Implementing CIRCLES
 CIRCLES is a new modelf for Interagency 

Collaboration in transition service delivery. In this 
session, participants will learn about the model and 
develop strategies to begin implementing the CIRCLES 
model in their home districts. We will present data 
from our first two years of implementation and provide 
technical assistance.
Karen Diegelmann, Kim Crump, Sara Beth Hitt, 
David Test

(Allegheny C)
The Game of Life
 The Game of Life Unit consists of Money Management 

and Career Choice competencies and a real-world 
game that requires students to budget their money, pay 
required bills, and maintain a positive balance in their 
checking account with the pay scale given. Student 
work examples, videos,  and  interviews are included.
Kathy Brannon, Alice Porter

(Colony AB)
Determining Characteristics of Evidence-based 
Predictors of Post School Success: A Tool for Districts 
and Schools
 This session will report the results of a study to 

articulate consensus of essential characteristics of 
the predictors of post-school success (Test et al., 
2009). Participants will learn to evaluate programs 
(student, school, and district level) for alignment with 
researched predictors, education, employment, or 
independent living for students with disabilities.
Dawn Rowe, Catherine Fowler

THURSDAY, November 14, 2013
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Curriculum-Based Measurement (CBM) is an evidence-
based method used to provide instructive information 
regarding student progress in basic academic areas as 
well as a frequent data collection system within the 
three-tiered Response to Intervention model.
Sara-Frances Lail, Carolyn Shortt, Mary Ginn

(Tidewater A)
Using Technology To Provide Positive Outcomes for 
Successful Transition to Independence
 PAES, WAYPOINT, JOBTALK, and LET’S TALK 

are used to prepare students for successful transition 
to real work. PAES assesses and trains using a wide 
range of hands-on skills and appropriate work 
behavior. WAYPOINT provides accurate assessment, 
targeted planning, and proper placement for real jobs. 
WAYPOINT locates employers in your community.
Ben Borden

(Tidewater B)
The Relationship of Self-Determination and Student 
Involvement In IEPs to Postsecondary Success
 This secondary analysis of National Longitudinal 

Transition Study-2 (NLTS2) data analyzed items from 
the Arc’s Self-Determination Scale, examined possible 
variance in self-determination and student involvement 
during IEP meetings, and examined the relationship 
of self-determination and student involvement with 
school-leaving status and productive engagement after 
high school for students with ED.
Christopher Sanford, Renee Cameto

(Tidewater CD)
Effective Transition Programs: Where Are We Going and 
How Do We Get There?
 Educators face significant challenges in extending 

transition research to practice. To facilitate 
improvement, NSTTAC applies an approach that 
integrates data-based decision making with building 
capacity to implement effective practices. We 
demonstrate our new web-based planning system, 
transition and evaluation resources imbedded within it, 
and its impact on program improvement.
Paula Kohler

12:15 pm -1:30 pm Lunch (provided)

(Colony D)
Improved Adult Outcomes Through Advocacy Training: 
Measuring the Effectiveness of A Youth Leadership 
Forum (YLF) Model
 This session will discuss an outcomes study of 

Texas YLF participants one to six years after their 
involvement. Attendees will learn the level of 
involvement it took to gain measurable outcomes, from 
what YLF components the youth gained the greatest 
benefit, and how the model is applied in a school.
Eric Roberts

(Colony E)
High School Program for Students With Autism 
Spectrum Disorder
 The Center on Secondary Education for Students with 

ASD (CSESA) is an IES-funded project to develop a 
comprehensive intervention model for high school 
students with ASD. Participants will gain knowledge 
of the social skill, transition planning, and family 
education and support components.
David Test, Erik Carter, Kate Szidon, Catherine Fowler

(Piedmont A)
FOCUS GROUP: DCDT Publications: “Where are we 
now? and Where do we go?”
 The publication committee of DCDT would like 

to highlight the current projects and publications 
available on the DCDT website. This session will 
serve as a discussion forum for the future projects and 
resources needed for our field by this committee.
Jennifer Cease-Cook, Dawn Rowe, Jim Martin, Val 
Mazzotti, Charlotte Alverson, Erik Carter, Amber 
McConnell, Audrey Barthemelow, Lauren Bethune, 
Claire Papay

(Piedmont B)
English Learners and Transition to Adulthood: 
Characteristics, Experiences, and Outcomes 
 U.S. schools are becoming increasingly linguistically 

diverse. English learners with disabilities have poor 
postschool outcomes. This secondary analysis of 
the NLTS2 describes the EL population, transition 
and vocational education access and experiences, 
high school course-taking patterns, and postschool 
outcomes. Implications for transition policy and 
education will be discussed.
Audrey Trainor

(Piedmont C)
Data-Based Decision Making Through CBM
 A data-driven method provides the most reliable 

indicator of student progress in core academic areas. 

THURSDAY, November 14, 2013

(Piedmont A)
 Roundtable Discussion
 with the Office of Special Education Program’s 

Secondary/Transition Project Directors (325K 
Grantees) Facilitated by Corinne Weidenthal

 Pick up your box lunch and join us.
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CONCURRENT SESSIONS
1:30 pm - 2:30 pm

(Allegheny A)
iJobs - Using iPads To Teach Transition Skills To Young 
Adults In A Community-Based Setting   
 This session shares the findings of a study that evaluated 

the effectiveness of using video modeling delivered 
through an iPad to teach transition-related tasks in an 
apartment-based 18-21 program. The study specifically 
explored the feasibility of delivering the intervention 
through a portable video player such as an iPad.
Ryan Kellems

(Allegheny B)
Developing Employers’ Readiness To Provide Internships 
for Out-of-School Young Adults With Developmental 
Disabilities
 This session presents a three-phase process used 

to develop internship sites for young adults with 
developmental disabilities on a university campus. 
Employer surveys informed materials development used 
in invited lunch-time discussions with employers. This 
session will distribute the materials developed as well 
as outcomes of this employer development/recruitment 
process.
Juliana Taymans, Emily Lehman

(Allegheny C)
Tech-Now Technology Program To Effectively Teach 
Transition
 Tech-Now is an exciting program, which aims to 

provide high school students with disabilities hands-
on technology skills as they relate to employment. This 
presentation will demonstrate the curriculum of Tech-
Now as well as educate participants on how they can 
obtain the curriculum for their own districts.
Jeff Newton, Rick Derennaux, Kendra Williams-Diehm

 (Colony AB)
Postsecondary Education Accommodations: Who 
Receives Them and How Does Receipt Differ By School 
Type?
 This session provides a national picture of the 

differences in rate of receipt of accommodations, 
modifications, and services between secondary and 
postsecondary school and across postsecondary 
school types for students with disabilities, and also 
identifies student characteristics linked with higher 
rates of receipt. Findings presented from the National 
Longitudinal Study-2.
Lynn Newman, Joseph Madaus

(Colony D)
Culturally Transforming Transition Training for 
Culturally, Linguistically, and Economically Diverse 
Families
 In collaboration with a statewide Parent Information 

and Training Center, research was conducted to 
transform a parent training to meet the needs and 
perspectives of culturally diverse families. Culturally 
diverse families’ perceptions of the transition for their 
children with disabilities and a framework to transform 
transition training are shared.
Tracey Nix, Mary Morningstar, Hyunjoo Lee

(Colony E)
Developing a Research Agenda in the Field of Transition: 
Strategies for Early Career Scholars
 This panel will include emerging and seasoned 

researchers in secondary transition, who will discuss 
conducting research and issues related to balancing 
research and teaching as a faculty member. Participants 
will be provided opportunities to network with peers 
and gain information about strategies for developing or 
enhancing their own research agenda.
Valerie Mazzotti, Dawe Rowe, Dalun Zhang, Erik 
Carter, Audrey Trainor, Eric Roberts, Karrie Shogren

(Piedmont A)
Return On Investment of A Collaborative Educational-
Vocational Rehabilitation Transition Program
 Virginia’s Postsecondary Education Rehabilitation 

Transition (PERT) program, which offers 
comprehensive career assessment and planning to 
transition-age students with significant disabilities, has 
significant positive impacts on students’ employment 
and earnings.  We will give an overview of PERT and 
describe our methods for estimating PERT’s return on 
investment using readily available administrative data.
Joseph Ashley, Russell Eddins, Steven Stern

(Piedmont B)
Positive Behavioral Supports In Transition Planning for 
Students With Significant Disabilities
 The purpose of this presentation is to provide 

educators as well as family members information 
regarding positive behavior supports (PBS) for 
students with severe disabilities in transition planning. 
Emphasis on how to utilize and implement PBS in 
transition plans will be addressed.
Lori Metcalf, Jennifer Burnes
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(Piedmont C)
How the IDEA Partnerships Have Increased the 
Effectiveness of Transition - Nationwide!
 Learn about how you can be a part of the IDEA 

Partnership that includes many states, 50 national 
professional organizations, families, and youth with 
disabilities.  This national partnership has created 
exciting and effective national and state communities 
of practice to improve and expand transition services 
in many states.
Stacie Dojonovic, Dale Matusevich, Jane Ann Razeghi

(Tidewater A)
Using Brief IEP Team Training To Improve Self-Directed 
IEP Meetings
 The Self-Directed IEP has been effective in increasing 

the amount of student participation in IEP meetings, 
but can pre-IEP meeting training further increase 
student participation in these meetings? A study of 33 
Self-Directed IEP meetings showed increased student 
participation, reduced special educator leadership, and 
value-added benefits.
James Martin

(Tidewater B)
Increasing Self-Determination and Employment Skills 
for Students With Disabilities Through Participation In 
Sustainable Community Initiatives
 Discussion of public-private partnerships between 

Goodness Grows, university programs, and 
transition providers focuses on self-determination 
and employment skills for youth with disabilities 
through participation in sustainable community 
initiatives.  Experiences from collaborators and 
students with high-value agricultural projects and 
local food distribution aimed at restoring the vitality of 
communities are provided.
Darlene Unger, Stacia Kaschak

(Tidewater CD)
Improving Your Transition Services With An 
Age-Appropriate Transition Assessment
 Conover Online focuses on three areas to provide age-

appropriate transition assessments: career/vocational, 
social/emotional and independent living skills. You 
can manage individualized assignments to produce 
suitable postsecondary goals for your students because 
everything is administered, tracked, scored, and saved 
automatically. You can now focus on results versus 
trying to get results.
Art Janowiak II

 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS
2:45 pm - 3:45 pm

(Allegheny A)
Research In Secondary Transition: Where Have We Been 
and Where Should We Go?
 This interactive panel presentation will feature 

several authors from the recent special issue of 
Career Development and Transition for Exceptional 
Individuals. This group of distinguished researchers 
will reflect on the history of research in secondary 
transition and provide suggestions for future directions 
to advance the field.
Joseph Madaus, Michael Bullis, Lyman Dukes, James 
Martin, Stan Shaw, David Test, Rene Cameto, Paul 
Wehman, Kendra Williams-Diehm

(Allegheny B)
Community-Based Learning and the Labor Laws (Fair 
Labor Standards Act) That Apply
 The Departments of Labor and Education have come 

together under a Memorandum of Agreement that 
enables students with disabilities to explore their 
vocational interests.   This session will describe for 
Transition Specialists, school district and vocational 
service personnel the guidelines in order for students 
to participate in these non-paid work situations. 
Judith Imperatore

(Allegheny C)
Future Quest Island: Helping Middle School Students 
Get College and Career Ready! 
 Future Quest Island aligns 21st century technology 

skills with college and career readiness goals to 
promote self-awareness, self-knowledge, self-advocacy, 
and organization for middle school youth with 
disabilities.  This session will review the development 
and initial findings of implementing this online 
standards-based tool with Boston Public Middle 
School educators and students.
Meg Grigal, Lori Cooney

(Colony AB)
Moving Students Forward - A Transition Information 
Blog for Increased Communication
 As part of an Area Education Agency serving rural 

Iowa, our transition department has established a 
blog to serve as a communication tool with students/ 
families, special education teachers/staff and others.  
This presentation walks participants through the basics 
in beginning the process of building a transition blog 
and maintaining it.
Diane Nelsen, Elaine Cook, Kristine Ahrens
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(Colony D)
Predictors of Adult Life Engagement: Findings From A 
Secondary Analysis of NLTS2
 Predictors influencing postschool outcomes for 

students with high incidence disabilities were identified 
from the NLTS2 dataset: transition, general education, 
parent involvement and expectations, student 
expectations, school experiences, vocational programs. 
We will summarize the influence of predictors upon 
postschool outcomes.  Considerations for school 
services during transition will be presented.
Mary Morningstar, Audrey Trainor

(Colony E)
Two Men and A Lady: The Beginning of Our Profession
 Vocational and career development programs for 

students with disabilities began gaining ground in 
the 1940s and 1950s thanks to visionary leaders in 
vocational and special education.  Listen to the voices 
of three individuals who shared a vision and learn 
about their career paths, motivations and lessons for 
the future.
Susan Asselin

(Piedmont A)
The Employment First State Leadership Mentoring 
Program: Increasing Integrated Employment 
Opportunities for Youth With Disabilities
 Participants will learn how they can pursue systems 

change and help implement the Employment First 
approach as the primary service delivery system 
for youth with the most significant disabilities. 
Employment First focuses the service delivery system, 
funding, training, daily assistance, and residential 
supports on the overall objective of integrated 
employment.
Cherise Hunter, Serena Lowe

(Piedmont B)
Project CHOICES: A Transition Planning Database for 
Students, Parents and Teachers
 The CHOICES Project funded by IES, includes 

a database of student and family information, 
community supports and services. Students report 
aspirations and basic skills information which are 
compared with their parents’ and teachers’ responses. 
A transition report is created for the IEP team to assist 
in transition planning.
Dennis Campbell, Abigail Baxter, Harold Pardue

(Piedmont C)
Chase’s Story, How A Family’s Dream Came True
 A family’s story of success using self-directed services 

with a person centered planning approach. Learn how 
one rural family overcame the limitations of living in 
rural America. Presenting for their transitioning son 
who is now 26, self-employed, and a country music 
singer for hire.
Michelle Doty

(Tidewater A)
Using the Think College Standards, Benchmarks and 
Quality Indicators for Evaluation and Engagement In 
Higher Education
 This session explores how to use the Think College 

Standards, Benchmarks, and Quality Indicators for 
evaluation and campus engagement. The TPSID 
National Coordinating Center and four TPSID 
(Transition and Postsecondary Programs for Students 
with Intellectual Disabilities) programs share their 
experiences and provide strategies.
Martha Mock, Debra Hart, Elizabeth Getzel

(Tidewater B)
Implementing An Employment Option: The Discovery 
Process for Customized Employment In Middle and 
High Schools
 Working is a societal norm; however, persons with 

disabilities are the most underemployed segment in 
America. VCU RRTC collaborated with two school 
divisions developing Discovery and Customized 
Employment models for students with complex lives. 
Presenters will showcase age-appropriate transition 
assessment and employment training funded by the 
Virginia Department of Education.
Katherine Wittig, Ellen Condon, Renee Bullano

(Tidewater CD)
Empowerment and Engagement In Career Exploration, 
Discovery, and Transition Assessment: The Role of 
Self-Determination
 This session focuses on self-determination in 

transition, specifically how engaging students 
in transition assessment, career exploration and 
postgraduation goal-setting influences  self-
determination.  Specifically,  a) the selection and use of 
transition assessment and career exploration strategies 
b) student engaged processes addressing self-awareness 
and c) evidence of the relationship between transition 
assessment and self-determination.
Sarah Johnston-Rodriguez, Sharon Slover
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CONCURRENT SESSIONS
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm

(Allegheny A)
Reflecting On CDTEI’s First 35 Years: Where Might The 
Field Go Next?
 A recent special issue of Career Development and 

Transition for Exceptional Individuals analyzed each 
article published in the 35-year history of the journal. 
This interactive panel will present the results of this 
analysis related to topics covered, research methods 
used, and published authors.  Suggestions for future 
research will be presented.
Joseph Madaus, Erik Carter, Lyman Dukes, Darlene 
Unger, David Test

(Allegheny B)
Transition Education Bell Ringers
 This presentation is designed to give participants a 

transition curriculum that is easily implemented in a 
classroom in a time-effective manner. The session will 
showcase the Bell Ringers curriculum and additional 
training tools to implement the curriculum schoolwide 
and/or districtwide. 
Mindy Lingo, Lori Chesnut

(Allegheny C)
Can Elementary School Interventions Change 
Indicator 14?
 Self-determination (SD) is a significant factor on 

post-school success. Is it wise to wait? A large urban 
district used SD training to solve existing problems in 
elementary schools. Participants will learn the model, 
strategies to facilitate campus-wide initiatives, and 
tools to begin the implementation of self-talk and 
levels of support.
Vickie Mitchell, Kendra Williams-Diehm, Beth Powell

(Colony AB)
Working With Transition Age Youth With Emotional 
and Behavioral Disabilities: A Program Evaluation
 This presentation will describe a person-centered, 

community-based program for transition age youth 
with emotional and behavioral disabilities. Outcomes 
and challenges from the evaluation of this program 
will be shared including data from participant and 
caregiver interviews and services utilization.
Charmaine Thomas, Kathleen Stein, Steven Reeder

(Colony D)
What Promotes Integrated Employment Outcomes For 
Youth With IDD?
 After exiting school, transitioning youth and their 

families are thrust into a world of eligibility-based 
funding/services provided by multiple service delivery 
systems. This session will demystify the transition 
process for students, families, and teachers/transition 
specialists and highlight specific strategies to access 
ongoing supports and transition to integrated 
employment.
Monica Simonsen, Debra Neubert

 (Colony E)
Transition to Employment: Practices and Assessment of 
Student Outcomes and Program Effectiveness
 Implementation and assessment of practices that 

foster student achievement are critical in facilitating 
transition to employment. The purpose of our study 
was to identify (a) services and supports implemented 
to facilitate transition to employment after PSE 
graduation and (b) assessment strategies used to 
evaluate students’ progress and program effectiveness.
Stefania Petcu

(Piedmont A)
Cultural and Linguistic Transition Planning Practices 
and Tools
 Youth with disabilities lag behind their peers without 

disabilities in achieving quality postsecondary 
outcomes. This is especially true for culturally and 
linguistically diverse (CLD) youth. Participants will 
increase knowledge of research-based practices 
for including CLD youth and their families in the 
transition planning process and sound evaluation 
practices.
June Gothberg, Lydia Schuck

(Piedmont B)
Engagement and Leadership Strategies for Students 
With Emotional Disturbance
 This presentation makes use of prior and original 

research to highlight concrete, evidence-supported 
strategies for facilitating student engagement and 
leadership development among students with 
emotional disturbance. Participants will take part 
in structured brainstorming supporting future 
engagement and leadership practice and research.
Zach McCall
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(Piedmont C)
The Thrifty Spot: Real Work-Real Rewards
 Transition involves students and families thinking 

about life after high school, identifying their desired 
outcomes, and planning their community and school 
experiences. The Thrifty Spot is doing just that! We’re 
a retail thrift store run and operated by the students 
and Special Education staff members of Mathews High 
School, Mathews, VA.
Cathy Walker, Samantha Rozakis

(Tidewater A)
N.C.I.S. At the Middle School Level (Noteworthy 
Concepts In Self-Determination)
 N.C.I.S. at the Middle School Level will provide 

participants with an understanding of self-
determination, concepts utilized to actively involve 
students in learning to become self-determined 
individuals, and provide hand-outs/examples of 
student-centered transition portfolio development.
Chiquita Seaborne, Nancy Phillips

(Tidewater B)
How Virginia Uses Cooperative Agreements To Improve 
Local Transition Service Collaboration
 Virginia’s VR agency partners with local school 

teams to share resources and constantly improve 
the transition process. This is demonstrated in local 
Cooperative Agreements that guide an effective 
continuum of transition services for students with 
disabilities. In this session you’ll learn how to replicate 
this powerful process in your state! 
Kristi Lockhart

(Tidewater CD)
Effective Practices for Successful Postsecondary 
Outcomes: The Pennsylvania State Model
 Since 2007, the state of Pennsylvania has implemented 

a highly effective training model with over 500 
LEAs focused on effective practices, meeting federal 
compliance requirements and the role of leadership 
in design and oversight of transition programs. This 
presentation will include analysis of data and a review 
of “lessons learned.”
Michael Stoehr, Paula Schmitt
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The Effects of Concrete-Representational-Abstract 
Sequence of Instruction On Solving Inverse Operations 
With High School Students With Mild Intellectual 
Disability
 Examining the effects of concrete-representational-

abstract sequence of instruction on solving inverse 
operations with high school students with mild 
intellectual disability.
Jennifer Cease-Cook

The Relationship Between Social Capital and School-
Related Outcomes For Transition-Aged Youth
 Do students with disabilities who are high achieving 

actively mobilize supports to meet their needs, or is 
their success facilitated by existing structures at home, 
in school, and in communities? This poster session 
reports findings from a national sample of 200 students 
with disabilities and their special education teachers.
Yen Pham

Meta-Analysis of Video Modeling Interventions That 
Teach Employment Related Skills To Individuals With 
Autism
 This meta-analysis examines the effectiveness of single 

case studies that used video modeling interventions 
to teach employment related skills to individuals with 
autism. Three indices of non-overlapping data (PND, 
PEM, and IRD) were used to examine each study for 
“effect size” of intervention and for maintained skill 
outcomes.
Carol Sparber

Special Education, Mental Health, and Transition
 Students with disabilities who experience mental 

health concerns are more at-risk of negative post-
school outcomes. There remains a dearth of literature 
describing the issue and offering effective strategies for 
practitioners. This study describes the unique features 
of special education, mental health and transition and 
offers strategies for transition planning.
Marcus Poppen, James Sinclair, Kara Hirano

Perceptions of Teachers on Youth Returning from the 
Juvenile Justice System into High School
 Results from a national survey on teachers’ perceptions 

of, and services for youth returning to school from 
incarceration were analyzed. Findings will contribute to 
defining professional development for teachers to better 
serve students returning from the juvenile justice system 
to reduce recidivism and increase transition outcomes 
(e.g., employment, postsecondary enrollment).
James Sinclair

A Comparison of Transition Predictors Between Students 
Pursuing Different Diploma Pathways
 This study compares evidence of secondary 

transition predictors for post-school outcomes in the 
Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) of two 
samples of students pursuing different pathways to the 
same diploma. Participants will learn how in-school 
predictors can help IEP teams implement individualized 
plans that meet students’ postsecondary goals.
Peter Vierno

A Multiple-Group Confirmatory Factor Analysis of 
Self-Determination Between Groups of Adolescents with 
Intellectual Disability and Learning Disabilities
 The purpose of this study is to evaluate measurement 

invariance testing to examine whether a measure like 
the Arc’s Self-Determination Scale is assessing the same 
concept in adolescents with intellectual disability and in 
adolescents with learning disabilities by analyzing with 
multiple-groups confirmatory factor analysis (CFA). 
Limitation and implications are discussed.
Youjin Seong

A Three-Year Data Analysis of Engagement Outcomes for 
Youths With Disabilities In South Carolina
 Postschool outcomes data of youths with disabilities 

exiting high school in 2009, 2010, and 2011 were 
obtained through the South Carolina Postschool Survey. 
A hierarchical linear model was developed to examine 
the student-, school-, and district-level variables related 
to postschool engagement. Results and future research 
will be discussed.
Angela Prince

the Pat Sitlington Student Research Award
Student Research Poster Competition
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Qualitative Analysis of the Experiences, Identity, and 
Beliefs About the Future for LGBTQI Adults With 
Disabilities
 LGBTQI youth with disabilities face increased barriers 

to positive psychosocial adjustment and academic 
achievement. This poster will present my dissertation 
research focused in the experiences, identity, and 
beliefs of youth who embody the intersection of these 
two marginalized identities and how findings will 
support these youth across ecological contexts. 
Lauren Kahn

An Investigation of Policies and Practices In School-
To-Work Transition For Adolescents With Intellectual 
Disability In China
 This presentation is designed to explore Chinese 

parents’ and professionals’ perceptions on school-
to-work transition services for adolescents with 
intellectual disability. Chief reasons for poor transition 
outcomes in China and measures to improve transition 
services will be shared.
Tianxi Xu

Completing College: A Longitudinal Examination of 
Antecedents of Success In Postsecondary Education For 
Students With Disabilities
 Many students with disabilities who endeavor to earn a 

college degree fail to graduate. The majority of studies 
on transition to PSE focus on describing the main 
effects of independent variables on PSE outcomes. This 
study provides a discussion on the direct and indirect 
effects of predictors of PSE completion.
Edwin Achola

Supporting Adolescents With ASD In the General 
Education Setting: Perspectives From Stakeholders On 
the Transition Process
 The successful transition to postsecondary settings 

is challenging for students with ASD. This session 
explores the unique experiences for high school 
students in general education classrooms as they 
navigate the transition process. Focus group data from 
stakeholders across four states will be presented as well 
as recommendations for practice.
Susan Hedges

Exploratory Analyses of Youth With Significant 
Disabilities From NLTS-2
 Research is conducted to explore youth groups who 

have significant disabilities using the extant data 
from the National Longitudinal Transition Study-2 
(NLTS-2). Major findings are shared in the descriptive 
characteristics of youth with significant disabilities and 
rigorous sampling analysis process.
Hyunjoo Lee
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POSTER SESSIONS               (Colony C)
10:00 am -11:00 am

The Youth To Work Coalition:  Resources for Creating 
Work-Based Learning Experiences
 The Youth to Work Coalition (YTWC) will provide 

information on resources that link employers to 
schools to create work-based learning experiences for 
students with disabilities.
David Test, Jennifer Cease-Cook

Effects of Self-Directed Summary of Performance On 
Students’ Participation In Person Centered Planning 
Meetings
 This presentation will discuss results of a study 

investigating the effects of the Self-Directed Summary 
of Performance on students’ participation in person-
centered planning meetings. Participants will learn 
ways to facilitate PCP meetings, methods for teaching 
students the Summary of Performance, and how to 
actively participate in IEP/PCP meetings.
Kelly Kelley, Valerie Mazzotti, Cassie Coco

From School to the Community:  Creating Pathways for 
Success
 This session introduces an innovative pilot that takes 

storage and sharing of integrated electronic transition 
portfolios to a whole new level through the use of 
a cloud server. Participants will learn the value of 
electronic transition portfolios, benefits and challenges 
from the perspective of youth with disabilities and 
service providers.
Roy Nelson, Marty Rowe, Bret Hart

Multi-Tiered Systems of Support In Secondary 
Transition: Do We Have What It Takes?
 This session will overview multi-tiered systems of 

support and how transition is a critical component 
of school reform models. Strategies for incorporating 
transition planning and services within secondary 
multi-tiered models will be offered. Additionally, 
participants will be encouraged to share ideas and 
challenges to moving forward.
Mary Morningstar, David Test

Making Sure 18+ Transition Programs Are Effective and 
Sustainable
 Adult services for students 18-21 years of age with 

disabilities should not look like high school. Learn 
the journey of one urban district that used a Steering 
Committee and research to create a non-traditional, 

community-based adult program. Participants will 
receive tools to evaluate 18+, implement adult services, 
and determine sustainability.
Christina Gushanas, Vickie Mitchell

Development and Implementation of Tools To Promote 
Self-Determination In Students With Intellectual 
Disabilities
 Tools for promoting self-determination in students 

with intellectual disabilities attending college courses 
will be discussed. Development, implementation 
and generalization of these tools will be reviewed. 
Case studies will be presented to demonstrate the 
effectiveness of all three tools used by students with 
intellectual disabilities on a college campus.
Vonnie Michali, Lauren Avellone, Cindy Kenyon

Resources To Empower Youth Transitioning Into 
Postsecondary Education
 The HEATH Resource Center at the National Youth 

Transitions Center will provide information on the 
new partnership, new resources on postsecondary 
education for individuals with disabilities, and present 
recent consumer feedback and qualitative data on the 
website.
Jessica Queener, Laura Harris Delrieu

Keeping Students In School: Success Stories From West 
Virginia
 West Virginia and the National Dropout Prevention 

Center for Students with Disabilities have collaborated 
with 12 school districts to tackle dropout prevention 
intervention with an emphasis on students with 
disabilities. They will share their collective journey, 
lessons learned and remarkable successes within only 
two years of implementation.
Sherry Baker, Karen Ruddle, Julia Wilkins

The Student Challenge Initiative: Coaching Teachers To 
Empower Student Ownership
 How can special educators become more effective 

in supporting the academic and self-determination 
growth of their students through collaborative 
professional development? University Inclusion/ 
Transition Consultants will share lessons learned when 
they piloted the Student Challenge Initiative in three 
high schools using real students with disabilities as case 
studies.
Amy Pleet-Odle
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ACCESS Academy: Removing Limits To Success
 Learn how the Disability Resource Center at the 

University of North Florida is expanding opportunities 
for students with disabilities to take advantage of 
strategic learning opportunities through ACCESS 
Academy.
Janice Seabrooks-Blackmore, Kristine Webb, Karen 
Patterson, Tara Rowe, Monica Bolaños

POSTER SESSIONS               (Colony C) 
1:30 pm - 2:30 pm

Students With Disabilities and Participation In 
Postsecondary Education Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics Programs
 This session focuses on issues and strategies related to 

students with disabilities’ participation in postsecondary 
education Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) programs. Included will be the 
results of a study that examined the effectiveness of 
a mentoring program for students with disabilities 
interested in STEM postsecondary education programs.
Caroline Dunn

Self-Determination and Academic Issues Among 
Postsecondary Students With Disabilities
 This presentation is designed to address self-

determination and academic issues pertaining to 
postsecondary student athletes with disabilities. 
Participants will walk away more aware of the issues at 
hand and how to address the issues within their school. 
Participants will learn general strategies to promote 
postsecondary education success for student-athletes 
with disabilities.
Lindsay Race, Katie Lentz, Ian Dewey

Strategies for Developing Inclusive Postsecondary 
Education Options for Students With Intellectual 
Disability
 Postsecondary education provides the opportunity for 

students with intellectual disability to continue their 
learning and experience inclusion with same-age peers. 
In this session, we will provide practical strategies for 
creating inclusive postsecondary education options for 
students with intellectual disability.
Clare Papay, Megan Griffin

Academic Instruction At the Secondary Level: What Are 
the Evidence-Based Practices?
 We know it is best to implement evidence-based 

instructional strategies. This presentation reports 
findings from a meta-analysis of academic skill 
interventions for secondary students with disabilities. 
Participants will increase knowledge of the research 
and specific practices for teaching specific academic 
content to assist in applying research findings to 
practice.
Catherine Fowler, Lauren Bethune, Audrey 
Bartholomew, Shaqwana Freeman Green, David Test

Promoting Positive Outcomes for Students With 
Moderate/Intensive Disabilities
 This presentation illustrates the findings from the 

Ohio Longitudinal Transition Study for transition 
age students with autism and moderate/intensive 
disabilities. Predictors of postschool outcomes 
for employment and postsecondary education are 
identified for promoting positive outcomes. This 
information is vital for individuals assisting students 
with disabilities transitioning from secondary 
education to adult life.
Alfred Daviso, Carol Sparber

Using Electronic Photographic Activity Schedules 
To Promote Self-Management for Students With 
Intellectual Disabilities
 Six students with intellectual disabilities were taught 

to create and use an electronic photographic activity 
schedule. All students increased the percentage of 
tasks independently and correctly completed, and 
the percentage of steps correctly completed when 
programming the device. The study and the need for 
supporting self-management skills will be discussed.
Nicole Uphold, Karen Douglas

STEMAbility: Connecting College Engineering Faculty 
and Students To High School Students With Disabilities
 Providing students with disabilities opportunities to 

explore engineering majors and connect to college 
student and faculty mentors in STEM fields of study 
is an effective strategy to encourage enrollment and 
retention. Tips for developing and evaluating a pre-
college transition program focusing on STEM careers 
will be presented.
Andrea Sharpe, Susan Asselin
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Revised Life-Centered Career Education (LCCE) 
Curriculum: Life Skills for the DD and the ASD!
 This oral/poster session introduces the Newly 

Revised Life-Centered Career Education (LCCE) 
Curriculum Program for the DD and ASD. This 
functional curriculum was first published by CEC 
in 1997.  Participants will explore reading-free and 
diverse materials; including lesson plans, knowledge 
assessments, and performance assessments all aligned 
to the CCSS.
Robert Loyd

Involving Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Families 
In Transition Planning: Teacher Perspectives
 Participants will learn from the perspectives of three 

Caucasian teachers. They shared their experiences 
and knowledge about working with CLD families, 
and participants will learn which cultural issues they 
should attend to and how the transition planning 
process can be balanced with the preferences and needs 
of CLD families.
Reem Alabdulwahab

Effects of Voki With Modified Self-Directed IEP On 
Students’ Participation In the IEP
 Limited research has shown the effectiveness of web-

based 2.0 tools as a learning mechanism to instruct 
students with disabilities on leading their IEP meeting. 
This study investigates the effects of modified Self-
Directed IEP using Voki on the knowledge of, and 
participation in, IEP meetings with students with mild 
intellectual disability.
Karen Diegelmann, David Test, Lauren Bethune

Employers’ Perspectives On Hiring Workers With 
Disabilities: Why or Why Not?
 This session will present results from a literature review 

on employers’ attitudes towards hiring workers with 
disabilities over the past decade. Come to learn about 
reasons for and concerns over hiring workers with 
disabilities from employers’ perspectives. Implications 
to disability advocates, educators, vocational 
rehabilitation professionals, and others will be shared.
Song Ju, Dalun Zhang, Eric Roberts

POSTER SESSIONS               (Colony C)
2:45 pm - 3:45 pm

Your Future…The Possibilities Are Endless
 Our Parent/Student Transition night brings 

stakeholders from within GWAEA, State, and County 
agencies, to present information.  Our Interagency 
Stakeholder group is developing innovative ways to 
better support and inform stakeholders of supports, 
services, agencies, and funding streams available to 
meet the needs of individual students.
Su Groff-Vanarendonk, Megan Burke-Brunscheen

Are We There Yet?  Community Collaboration for 
Improving Post-School Outcomes
 Are you collaborating with your VR agency?  What 

are your post-school outcomes?  Do you have quality 
transition programs?  Is communication occurring 
with all partners?  Join Norman Public Schools and 
the Oklahoma Department of Rehabilitation Services 
to explore transition programs, long-term transition 
planning, and positive outcomes as a result of 
collaboration.
Marcie Stickney, Larry Hartzell, Terrisha Osborn

Tools for Life, Secondary Transition and Technology 
Fair, A Statewide Event for Students and Families
 This session is for students, families, and professionals 

that want to learn how to create a transition event in 
their state making the transition journey less daunting. 
Come see how Idaho is showing families how to 
navigate the transition journey. The “Moving On 
Transition Binder” will be given to participants.
Michelle Doty

Transition Resources: What, Where and Who
 This session is for students, professionals, families, and 

advocates that want help navigating the ever-growing 
maze of web-based transition resources. Come tour 
favorite websites of transition professionals and receive 
handy tools that transition resources to support the 
evidence-based predictors of post-school employment, 
education, and independent living.
Lori Peterson, Brenda Pomeroy

Integrating Self-Determination Into Academics: Smarter 
Instruction for ALL Levels
 This session describes a systematic process to infuse 

self-determination and pro-social skills into academic 
instruction for students with learning and behavioral 
difficulties. Strategically combining these research-
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based practices promotes student involvement, 
responsible school behavior, improved academic 
outcomes, generalization, and long-term success for 
students at all levels.
Lori Korinek

The Personnel Factor: Traits of Effective Transition 
Specialists
 By making a concerted effort to find transition/

employment specialists who possess the right 
combination of attributes and competencies, 
organizations may be more likely to achieve excellent 
job placement outcomes for youth.  We will discuss 
the personal attributes of highly successful transition/
employment specialists and identify practical 
applications of the research findings.
George Tilson, Monica Simonsen

The Anti-Model Model: The Individual and Collective 
Contributions of Transition Practices
 Over many years, research projects have mixed and 

matched transition practices to establish models of 
transition programming nationally. The activities 
of 16,000 students with disabilities were compared 
with the NLTS2 in a multi-year study, answering 
the question: What are the key ingredients of any 
successful transition model?
David Brewer, Arun Karpur

In the Middle, and I’m Determined To Move Forward!
 Presenters will share I’m Determined tools and school-

wide strategies for developing self-determination skills 
in middle school students with disabilities. Presenters 
will describe how I’m Determined Project goals are 
aligned with their school improvement goals, how 
positive student outcomes were achieved, and how the 
school’s shift in philosophy improved educator and 
student relationships.
Elaine Gould, Ebony Griffin, Kiesha Buckner, Chelsea 
Normandeau, Ashley Hurst

Transition To Adulthood for Young Adults With 
Disabilities That Experienced Foster Care:  In Their Own 
Words: What Helped, What Hurt?
 Young adults with disabilities that experienced foster 

care are less likely to graduate high school, attend a 
four year college, or be economically self-sufficient. 
The presenter allows the voices of the youth to guide us 
to a better understanding of the supports and services 
needed to help them succeed.
Robin Harwick

The Effects of the Self-Determined Learning Model of 
Instruction of Middle School Students With Learning 
Disabilites
 This study examined the effects of the Self-Determined 

Learning Model of Instruction (SDLMI) on reading 
in social studies or science of three adolescents with 
learning disabilities. The researcher implemented the 
SDLMI using the study guide to collect data of their 
reading performance and reading achievement with a 
multiple-baseline-across-participants design.
Youjin Seong, Youngsun Lee, Michael Wehmeyer, 
Susan Palmer

Survey of Inclusive Academic Access on Higher 
Education Campuses
 The purpose of this survey was to examine 

implementation of inclusive academic access, as 
described by the Think College national coordinating 
center, across higher education programs serving 
students with intellectual disabilities (ID).  Results 
include analysis of program characteristics and levels 
of implementation by approximately 70 responding 
programs.
Shelly Voelker, Jeanne Repetto
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Janet L. LaBreck was recently nominated by President Obama to 
become the Commissioner of the Rehabilitation Services Administration 
(RSA), Department of Education.  The RSA is part of the U.S. 
Department of Education, Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative 
Services. RSA administers the federal/state vocational rehabilitation 
program, and conducts grant competitions for VR service programs and 
professional development traineeships.

At the age of 19, Tori Saylor’s life 
changed forever when she was 
diagnosed with Aspergers Syndrome 
(AS). After gaining a better 
understanding of the difference between 
her Aspergers brain and a neurotypical 
brain Tori sifted through her history to 
chronicle the struggles and triumphs 
that had affected her throughout the 
years. Take a journey, from childhood to self-determined 
adulthood, through Tori’s life. Join her in reliving the 
significant milestones that helped to transform her into the 
independent adult that she has continuously strived to be. 
If you or anyone you know has AS, Tori’s message will leave 
you curious, motivated, and with a heightened awareness. 
Just when you think that you know everything there is to 
know about the Autism Spectrum, what you learn may 
surprise you. 

At the age of 27, Tori Saylor has had an interesting life filled 
with lessons learned. After being diagnosed with Aspergers 
Syndrome at age 19 her life changed drastically. Quickly 
thereafter it was realized that her collection of struggles, 

triumphs, and helpful strategies was a 
story that could benefit more than just 
her. As part of her journey to a self-
determined, independent adulthood, 
Tori has presented to hundreds of 
people nationally about these lessons 
while living with Aspergers Syndrome 
(AS). Although the beginning of her 
life was a constant struggle she began 

to have a major transformation seven years ago when 
she became involved as a youth leader with the Virginia 
Department of Education’s I’m Determined Project. 
With the help from her ever-growing support system she 
began a satisfying journey of learning how to become a 
self-determined self-advocate. A few of her most recent 
accomplishments include the Virginia Division on Career 
Development and Transition 2012 Youth of the Year and 
the 2012 Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services 
Champions of Disability Employment, Employee of the 
Year award. Her hope is that someday society’s perspective 
on all disabilities is one that includes open minds, equality 
and acceptance.

FRIDAY, November 15, 2013

My Journey to Self-Determination 
Tori Saylor

11:40 am - 1:10 pm 
Luncheon Keynote Speaker 

Welcome and Introduction by Special Guest 
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CONCURRENT SESSIONS
8:00 am - 9:00 am

(Allegheny A)
A Transportation Education Curriculum for Transition 
Professionals
 Presenters will share a UDL-based transportation 

education curriculum that helps transition 
professionals align transportation content with 
common core standards, establish IEP-transportation 
goals, and implement a travel instruction service 
continuum. Educators, families, pupil and public 
transit professionals can customize materials to build a 
range of transportation supports for students.
Judy Shanley, Jill Curry

(Allegheny B)
Stakeholder Perspectives of A Transition Program 
Initiative for Youth With Emotional and Behavioral 
Disabilities
 This presentation will share results of a qualitative 

study conducted to gain an understanding of the 
perspectives of youth, caregivers and staff participating 
in a community-based transition program. Findings 
include strengths of the program, the impact of 
services, and recommendations that may enhance 
services to promote successful transition.
Kathleen Stein, Charmaine Thomas, Steven Reeder

(Allegheny C)
Behavioral Programs and Interventions:  Assisting Youth 
In Transition To Employment
 It is important for individuals and their families to 

know resources available to them in considering next 
steps in a vocational transition plan.  Woodrow Wilson 
Rehabilitation Center provides wrap-around services 
to clients pursuing vocational training, providing 
a service menu of support groups, therapeutic 
interventions, and individual behavior plans.
Kristen Chesser, Juaquadia Howard, Alexis Wagner

(Colony AB)
Moving Students From Transition Assessment To 
Self-Determination
 IDEA mandates the development of measurable 

postsecondary goals based upon age-appropriate 
transition assessments. In order to design post-
school goals based on student strengths and interests, 
practitioners need transition assessment strategies 
that promote self-awareness and self-advocacy. This 
presentation offers practical tools for students to 
develop postsecondary goals.
Michael Johnson, Peter FitzGerald, Keith Ozols

(Colony D)
The Identification of Predictors of Self-Determination In 
Students With Disabilities Using Data From NLTS2
 This presentation will summarize research exploring 

the relationships between self-determination and 
individual and environmental factors using data from 
NLTS2. Understanding the factors that influence self-
determination is useful for stakeholders attempting 
to build systems of support for self-determination 
and implications for the design and delivery of self-
determination interventions will be described.
Karrie Shogren

(Colony E)
Developing and Evaluating An Interdisciplinary Master’s 
Program for Transition Specialists: One Program’s 
Experience
 The presenter will describe development and 

evaluation of a personnel preparation program for 
special education teachers working towards transition 
specialization. Teachers take several courses alongside 
vocational rehabilitation counselor trainees. The 
presenter will show how course content is empirically 
derived and present course learning objectives, 
evaluation instruments, and teacher feedback.
Robert Morgan

(Piedmont A)
Transition To College: Needs of Young Adults With 
Aspergers Syndrome
 This qualitative study examined the unique personal 

and contextual barriers young adults with Aspergers 
Syndrome face when enrolling and remaining in 
college. Participants will learn about barriers to success 
in college, as well as transition services and strategies 
to help young adults with AS overcome these barriers.
Charlotte Alverson, Lauren Lindstrom, Kara Hirano

(Piedmont B)
Pathways To the Future: Creating An Integrated Five-
Year Transition Program With Community Partnerships
 This presentation will describe the process of 

developing a five-year postsecondary transition 
program that includes a postsecondary employment 
year.   It will emphasize the move from research to 
practice while forming community partnerships.  
The curriculum includes technical/vocational high 
school credits and experiential education, such as job 
shadowing and internships.
Patrica West, Catherine Huennekens, Cynthia Culley, 
Alana Walker
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(Piedmont C)
S.W.O.C. Stakeholder Needs Assessment: Lessons 
Learned Buiding School/Community Capacity To Work 
With Returning Juvenile Offenders
 Juvenile offenders returning to schools and 

communities need seamless services to ensure positive 
transition outcomes. This presentation provides 
findings from a needs assessment and national survey 
to lay the groundwork for improving services by 
districts and community agencies to young offenders 
with disabilities. Actionable lessons learned will be 
shared.
Deanne Unruh, Miriam Waintrup, James Sinclair

(Tidewater A)
Educational Professionals’ Knowledge of Transition 
Assessment for Individuals With Intellectual Disabilities
 Transition planning is determined by transition 

assessment regarding the students’ needs, strengths, 
preferences, and interests. This presentation will 
describe transition assessment practices for students 
with intellectual disabilities as they transition from 
secondary to postsecondary life. Participants will be 
able to develop future training goals for educational 
professionals and family members.
Kathryn Tucker

(Tidewater B)
Improving Staff Skills and Paid Job Outcomes for 
Students With Disabilities
 Paid employment outcomes for youth with intellectual 

disabilities are not great, often due to lack of skills and 
training of the professionals tasked with helping youth 
find jobs. A job development training and field work 
intervention in one school system led to improved 
business partnering and increase in paid work. Find 
out how!
Amy Dwyre, Ann Deschamps

(Tidewater CD)
Using Technology To Provide Positive Outcomes for 
Successful Transition To Independence
 PAES, WAYPOINT, JOBTALK, and LET’S TALK 

are used to prepare students for successful transition 
to real work. PAES assesses and trains using a wide 
range of hands-on skills and appropriate work 
behavior. WAYPOINT provides accurate assessment, 
targeted planning, and proper placement for real jobs. 
WAYPOINT locates employers in your community.
Ben Borden

CONCURRENT SESSIONS
9:15 am - 10:15 am

(Allegheny A)
A Qualitative Study Comparing Postsecondary 
Education Programs for Students With ID: Challenges, 
Barriers, and Triumphs
 Presenters will share results of a qualitative study 

investigating diverse characteristics of existing PSE 
programs for students with ID.  A total of nine PSE 
programs for students with ID participated in this 
qualitative study, using multiple methods of data 
collection including interviews, observations, reviews 
of program documents, and student work.
Colleen Thoma, Kira Austin, Ronald Tamura

 (Allegheny B)
Autonomy: Applying and Appraising Guardianship 
Alternatives By Using the GAAT 
 The Guardianship Alternative Assessment Template 

is introduced as it relates to preventing unnecessary 
adult guardianship of students who have intellectual 
disability. The student’s vision, daily-living, cognitive 
functioning, risks of harm, and guardianship 
alternatives are addressed. Stakeholders can use GAAT 
results to ensure that guardianship alternatives are used 
to enhance capacity.
Dorothy Millar

(Colony D)
Determined Beyond My Autism Spectrum Disorder
 Participants will have opportunities to learn how to 

enable their students with ASD to develop necessary 
skills and abilities to become self-advocates, set goals 
and make life choices to become determined beyond 
their ASD.
Amanda Armstrong, Nic Silvey, Justin George

(Colony E)
Ten Effective Strategies for Meeting Students Needs, 
Being Compliant, and Saving Time
 Here is a sampling of the procedures that will be 

presented in this session: techniques for identifying 
better postsecondary goals, increasing student 
ownership, enhancing parent involvement, identifying 
tasks students need to complete, building a transition 
plan, using rubrics to write functional annual goals, 
and tracking multiple year progress.
John Wessels
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(Piedmont A)
Generalizing Self-Advocacy From High School To 
College: Bridging the Gap of Non-disclosure
 Self-advocacy looks different in high school and 

college, yet the stakes for failure to self-advocate in 
postsecondary settings are high.  This session will 
address how the gap can be closed for students who 
don’t disclose their disabilities.  Generalizable self-
advocacy for postsecondary-bound students, including 
ideas from successful consumers, will be suggested.
Mary B. Schreiner

(Piedmont B)
Results-Oriented Transition Professional Development: 
Blended Learning That Leads to Change
 This blended learning professional development 

model incorporates online self-directed learning with 
in-person and online engagement, including action 
research and coaching. Participants will receive an 
overview of the process, materials and impact of this 
model as well as examples of how blended learning can 
be used for professional development.
Dana Lattin, Mary Morningstar

(Piedmont C)
College Freshmen With Disabilities: A Comparison of 
the CIRP Freshmen Survey and NLTS2
 Data from the CIRP Freshmen Survey and NLTS2 

relative to postsecondary education will be compared. 
Data will specifically examine students’ demographics, 
secondary preparation, field of study, use of college 
resources, and self-advocacy. Findings will help 
practitioners and families develop secondary students’ 
skills and knowledge necessary for a successful 
postsecondary experience.
Michael Ward, Bridget Green

(Tidewater A)
Authentic Engagement:  The Path To Sustainable 
Practice Change In Transition
 For over 10 years, states across the country have joined 

together to learn from and with each other around 
transition issues.  Leaders from the National CoP will 
share what we are learning about authentic engagement 
as the way to shared work .  They will present a  
blueprint that will enable state and local leaders to 
apply the lessons to their own challenges.  Your insights 
will add a new dimension....join us!
Joanne Cashman

(Tidewater CD)
Soft Skills and Work Experience: The Perfect Pair
 Soft skills training and work experience have long been 

considered essential for persons receiving supported 
employment services.  Come learn how to prepare 
transitioning students for entering into the ‘real-life’ 
world of employment.
Emilee Chambers

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
10:30 am -11:30 am

(Allegheny A)
Improving Transition Outcomes for Students With 
Developmental Disabilities
 We will describe state-of-the-art employment support 

strategies for improving the employment outcomes 
of students with developmental disabilities as they 
transition from school to adulthood. The discussion 
will be based on findings from an experimental study 
that involved 33 support professionals randomly 
assigned to intervention and control groups in two 
states.
Alberto Migliore

(Allegheny B)
Using Apps To Improve Transition Services and 
Community Integration
 This presentation will focus on technology applications 

for use with students with disabilities in transition 
service provision, behavior management, and 
general academic delivery. Participants will have an 
opportunity to interact with a variety of programs that 
help prepare students for employment and adult life.
Alfred Daviso, Rachel McMahan Queen, Stephen 
Denney

(Allegheny C)
Innovative Research: Teaching Universal Design for 
Transition To Bridge Academic and Transition Goals
 This presentation will illustrate research regarding the 

universal design for transition approach (UDT) to 
instructional planning, delivery, and assessment that 
is aimed at bridging the gap between academics and 
functional/transition goals.
LaRon Scott, Kathryn Best, Colleen Thoma
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(Colony AB)
Teaching Work Skills In The Classroom With 
Real-World Outcomes Using Project Discovery
 In this interactive session, explore a hands-on 

curriculum that teaches work skills, engages students, 
excites teachers and produces outcomes that benefit 
our students and the community. Project Discovery 
WORKs, let me show you how.
Amy Schuiteboer

(Colony D)
Effects of the Me! on Students with Disabilities’ 
Self-Determination Knowledge and Skills
 This presentation will present results from two studies 

that investigated the effects of the Me! Curriculum on 
self-determination knowledge and skills for students 
with disabilities. Participants will gain knowledge of an 
innovative self-determination curriculum that can be 
easily implemented by teachers to enhance students’ 
self-advocacy/self-awareness knowledge and skills.
Valerie Mazzotti, Jennifer Cease-Cook, Katie Bradley

(Colony E)
Graduation and Dropout Prevention Strategies Among 
States: 2006-2009 Annual Performance Reports
 Given the disproportionate number of students with 

disabilities failing to earn a high school diploma along 
with high dropout rates, an examination of state 
activities in dropout prevention is necessary. Indicator 
1 and 2 data submitted to OSEP were analyzed. Policy 
implications and future research will be discussed.
Angela Prince, Antonis Katsiyannis,  Sloan Huckabee, 
Mitch Yell

(Piedmont A)
College and Career Readiness of Students With and 
Without Disabilities: Comparing Academic and Non-
Academic Factors
 Results from a comparison study of secondary 

students with and without disabilities in college and 
career readiness will be presented, specifically content 
knowledge, critical thinking, learning strategies, and 
systems-level transition knowledge. Outcomes will 
inform educators on integrating college and career 
readiness into business-as-usual transition services for 
students with disabilities.
Allison Lombardi, Jennifer Kowitt

(Piedmont B)
Take A Trip With Me: The Accessibility Tour
 Virginia Department of Education’s I’m Determined 

Project Youth Leaders will use video and storytelling 
to present their experiences with structural and 
attitudinal barriers to accessibility in their daily 
environments. They will also share the self-
determination skills that helped them to overcome 
these barriers and achieve positive academic and social 
outcomes.
Sarah Craig, Matthew Shapiro, Jo-Beth Strong, Josh 
Pierce, Aaron Miller, Maya Sims

(Piedmont C)
Teaching Secondary Transition and Academic Skills 
Simultaneously: Overview of the Research and Practical 
Strategies
 This presentation will provide both researchers and 

practitioners an overview of research supporting 
teaching both academic and secondary transition skills 
simultaneously.  Included in this review is an in-depth 
examination of two studies investigating this practice.  
Finally, a practical framework for designing this type of 
instruction will be provided.
Audrey Bartholomew, Jennifer Cease-Cook

(Tidewater A)
Using Practical Research-Based Best Practices To Design 
Programs for Culturally and Linguistically Diverse 
Students
 This presentation will share steps consistent with 

best practices to involve and support teachers and 
Culturally and Linguistically Diverse (CLD) families 
in students’ transition planning. Effective transition 
planning takes into account student and parent 
expectations. However, differences in culture and 
ethnicity affect parents’ involvement in transition 
planning.
Patricia Aldridge

(Tidewater B)
Employment First - Team Transition
 Employment First - Team Transition is a (model) 

community-based alternative education and 
employment program that focuses on positive 
transitions to adulthood for young adults 18-22. 
Presenters will share case studies of successful 
outcomes allowing participants to add to their 
repertoire of ideas for transitioning youth to successful 
postsecondary environments.
Sharon Slover, Sarah Johnston-Rodriguez
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(Tidewater CD)
Essential Element In Transition Planning: Travel 
Training and Mobility Management
 Transportation provides all of us with access to the 

opportunities available in the community.  There is 
evidence that instruction in transportation and travel-
related skills and behaviors  increases inclusion in the 
community, and supports student self-determination 
and self-adovcacy.  Student and family surveys 
document the importance of independent travel in the 
lives of students.
Margaret Groce

11:40 am -1:10 pm Luncheon 
 Keynote  Speaker        (See page 24)

 
CONCURRENT SESSIONS
1:15 pm - 2:15 pm

(Allegheny A)
Project SEARCH: Successful Transition To Competitive 
Employment for Young Adults With ASD
 The session will present a study describing the 

implementation of Project Search for high school 
seniors with ASD. The session will culminate with a 
discussion of the unique employment support needs of 
individuals with ASD.    
Paul Wehman, Carol Schall, Jennifer McDonough, 
Vicki Brooke

(Allegheny B)
How To Use Self-Management Strategies In Transition 
and Employment Settings
 This session provides an overview of researched-based 

self-management strategies found to be effective for 
persons with disabilities in transition and employment 
settings.  This will be a “how to” session where 
specific information on the implementation of self-
management strategies will be provided.
Keith Storey, Michal Post

(Allegheny C)
Ready, Set, Go:  Preparing To Drive
 Obtaining a learner’s permit or driver’s license can 

seem overwhelming.  This presentation will focus on 
ways to prepare for taking the DMV learner’s permit 
test and includes pointers for increasing success in 
becoming a safe and independent driver.  Useful 
websites, software, pre-driving exercises, outcomes and 
experiences will be discussed.
Mary Breister, Faith McDowell

(Colony AB)
Project Access: Transition Services Delivery 
Collaboration Between Vocational Rehabilitation and 
High Schools
 This presentation will describe Project Access, a 

collaborative interagency transition services delivery 
model designed to connect high school students with 
disabilities to Vocational Rehabilitation services. Key 
features, curriculum materials, and best practices from 
the model will be shared, as well as implementation 
and outcome data.
Jeri Dickinson, Mimi Kato, Keith Ozols

(Colony D)
Development of A High School Volunteer Program 
Utilizing Students With Disabilities In Leadership Roles
 This presentation will provide details on one high 

school volunteer program and present effective 
strategies for designing and implementing a volunteer 
program at high school utilizing strengths of students 
with disabilities. The presentation will provide 
information for a variety of volunteer styles and 
implementation practices.
Beverly Carter

(Colony E)
“Barriers” As Seen From Opposite Ends of the Disability 
Spectrum
 Two youth discussing societial ‘barriers’; One who is 

physically capable yet socially inhibited and another 
who is socially capable yet physically inhibited. Hear 
how they have overcome their respective barriers to 
become successful self-determined youth.
Tori Saylor, Matthew Shapiro

(Piedmont A)
Blended Instruction With Project Discovery
 See how Project Discovery works with blended 

instruction to improve transition outcomes for special 
needs students. Featured will be use of classroom 
technology and differentiated instructional curricula 
that supports transition skills to prepare students to be 
work ready and life ready.
Amy Schuiteboer
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(Piedmont B)
Integrating Student Outcome Data With Programmatic 
Needs Assessment Results To Enhance Transition 
Services In Kansas
 The Kansas Postsecondary Outcomes Improvement 

Initiative provides training, support, and funding 
to districts for systematic voluntary data collection 
to track postsecondary experiences of youth with 
disabilities. Attend this session to find out how 
Kansas districts are using student outcome data and 
information from their current practices to improve 
transition services.
Stephanie Ray-Oyler, Mary Morningstar, Heather 
Blagg Thornton

(Piedmont C)
Avoiding Litigation: Learning From Common Mistakes 
In Transition Planning
 Nearly a decade after IDEA 2004 strengthened the 

language of transition, too many school districts are 
still struggling to fulfill their obligation under the 
law. This session will focus on common mistakes in 
transition planning and service delivery and on how 
they can be avoided.
Arlyn Roffman

(Tidewater A)
Supported Decision-Making: An Alternative To 
Guardianship
 The freedom to make/be involved in decisions that 

impact us as individuals allows for our participation 
in society.   People with disabilities have the right to 
make informed choices and control their supports and 
services.  This session explores the role of guardians, 
alternatives to guardianship, and how to support 
decision making.
Dana Yarbrough, Dana Traynham

(Tidewater B)
High School Plan of Study Beyond Four Years
 This presentation will focus on the importance of 

strategic planning, collaborative partnerships and 
effective transition programs for students attending 
high school more than the typical four years. This 
planning process is vastly different than what is 
happening currently in high school transition 
programs.
Kennda Miller, Bruce Young

(Tidewater CD)
Person Centered Transition Assessment
 The Texas Institute for Person Centered Practices, 

through a yearlong pilot, collaborated with districts 
in Texas to develop a Person Centered Transition 
Assessment. The presentation will provide an overview 
of the pilot and allow participants to practice some 
of the skills used for implementation of the Person 
Centered Transition Assessment.
Beth Powell, Debbie Wilkes

CONCURRENT SESSIONS
2:30 pm - 3:30 pm

(Allegheny A)
Interim Findings of the Youth Transition Demonstration
 The Youth Transition Demonstration was funded 

by the Social Security Administration to rigorously 
test interventions targeted to youth with disabilities 
receiving SSI. This presentation will summarize findings 
from process and impact analyses of the interventions 
in six sites. The presenters will also discuss implications 
for policy and practice.
Thomas Fraker, Richard Luecking

(Allegheny B)
“Investigation of Health Care Components in IEPs”
 This presentation will cover data from a study designed 

to assess the inclusion of health care components in 
transition age Individualized Education Programs 
(IEPs). Data collected from 50 secondary IEPs of 
students with a diagnosis of Other Health Impaired 
indicate limited impact of health concerns on transition 
planning.
Jeanne Repetto, Jenna Gonzalez

(Allegheny C)
Adolescent Identity Formation: When Gender, Disability, 
and Music Intertwine
 This multimedia presentation unveils a new model that 

explores how music, gender and disability status interact 
as adolescent girls with disabilities form their identities. 
Participants will learn to harness music’s power to help 
break down gender barriers, teach media literacy and 
help girls with disabilities plan for their future.
Robin Harwick

(Colony AB)
Independent Living: A Vehicle for Change for Disabled 
Youth In the Transition Process
 This workshop will describe how Independent Living 

Centers work collaboratively with local schools to assist 
disabled youth in acquiring the necessary skills and self-
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confidence to transition to secondary education and to 
adult life in the community at large. 
Ralph Shelman

(Colony D)
Where Do You Start With Social/Emotional Learning 
(SEL), Self-Determination and Emotional Intelligence 
(EI)?
 An evidence-based assessment is a must. You are able 

to focus on the areas that need to be improved when 
you identify strengths and weaknesses. Individuals can 
improve their ability to identify potential problems in a 
timely manner, resulting in an improvement in the three 
above areas in both the classroom and life.
Art Janowiak II

(Colony E)
Using the I Can Use Effort Strategy To Teach Elementary 
Students To Participate In Their IEP Meetings
 The elementary school version of the Self-Advocacy 

Strategy, I Can Use Effort, was used to teach students 
with emotional/behavioral disorders to participate in 
their IEP meetings. All students increased scores and 
generalized skills to a real IEP meeting. The importance 
of early involvement in educational planning will be 
discussed.
Nicole Uphold

(Piedmont A)
Learning About Transition: Graduate Students In Special 
Education Mentor College Students With Disabilities
 How can transition planning become more meaningful 

for special education teachers? Learn about a unique 
university-based mentoring program in which 
future secondary special education teachers mentor 
undergraduate students with disabilities. Mentors gain 
insights that will assist them in transition planning 
for their students who are interested in pursuing 
postsecondary education.
V. Sue Atkinson

(Piedmont B)
Using Quality Indicators for Transition Programs for 
Program Improvement: Results of Validation Study
 Research evaluated the Quality Indicators of Exemplary 

Transition Programs Needs Assessment (2012) 
for evaluating transition program improvement. 
Suggestions for improving transition programs based on 
the results of the QI will be shared.
Mary Morningstar, Hyunjoo Lee

(Piedmont C)
Assisting Career-Technical Education Teachers Working 
In Mixed-Ability Classrooms
 The CTE Project is a resource to support CTE teachers 

working with students in mixed-ability classrooms.  
Participants will learn about the four components of 
UDL, will learn how to use the site for professional 
development, and will discuss recommendations on 
appropriate strategies for professional development 
with CTE staff.
Stacia Kaschak, Robert Baer

(Tidewater A)
THRIVING In Postsecondary Education: Preparing 
College Students With ASD To Succeed In College
 Hundreds of students with ASD enroll in colleges 

and require specialized support to achieve success. 
In response, we developed THRIVE (Transition to 
Health, Resources, Independence, Viable Careers, and 
Education). We will explain program components, 
share outcomes data, and describe how practitioners 
can use ideas as they prepare students for college.
Kristine Webb, Janice Seabrooks-Blackmore, Karen 
Patterson, Tara Rowe, Michelle Castanos, Joanna Ale

(Tidewater B)
Results of A Survey On Interagency Collaboration 
Barriers and Facilitators To Transition Planning
 The presenters will present results of a survey to 

identify barriers between special education teachers 
and vocational rehabilitation counselors as well as 
specific ways to improve transition planning for 
students with disabilities. The survey was completed 
by 238 special education transition teachers/specialists 
and 76 vocational rehabilitation counselors in five 
states.
Robert Morgan

(Tidewater CD)
Neuroscience and Federal Transition Policy: How 
Adolescent Neurological Development Intersects With 
IDEA
 Due to Indicator 14’s one-year tracking period, 

transition programs are using data from adolescents to 
prepare students for adulthood. Given the neurological, 
behavioral, functional differences between adolescents 
and adults, this dilemma should be addressed to 
improve transition programming. Changes to Indicator 
14, and the related challenges, will be discussed.
Edward Vitelli, Bridget Green, Jessica Queener
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CONCURRENT SESSIONS
3:45 pm - 4:45 pm

(Allegheny A)
Systematic Job Matching: A Novel Method for Matching 
the Worker To Work
 The Vocational Fit Assessment (VFA) is a reliable 

and valid instrument designed to assist professionals 
supporting individuals with disabilities in transition 
to postsecondary employment. The VFA provides a 
novel systematic method for matching individuals with 
disabilities to appropriate work.
Andrew Persch, Margo Izzo

(Allegheny C)
American History, Technology and Literacy: Reaching 
Students Via Multimodal Resources
 Discover how one museum engages students in 

American history via innovative and interactive online 
and distance learning resources which focus on content, 
literacy, and the stories of this nation’s founding.
Dale Van Eck

(Colony AB)
Facilitating Student Success Through Self-Determination: 
An Online Approach
 This session introduces a new online training 

program designed for students who are deaf/hard of 
hearing. We will include an overview of the materials, 
recommendations of how to use them in various 
settings, and a discussion of future plans to develop 
related materials for parents and professionals.
Marcia Kolvitz

(Colony D)
Developing and Supporting Employment Experiences for 
Students In Career and Community Studies At Kent State
 Session is geared toward the portion of the CCS 

curriculum designed to prepare students for work 
(Career Development and Networking (CDN I & 
II). Presenters show how work experience positions 
are developed, how CCS students self-assess their 
performance at work, as well as how students are 
supported/coached/assessed on the job.
Thomas Hoza, Suzanne Savickas

 (Colony E)
Real Jobs:  Postsecondary Opportunities In Community 
Living and Employment
 For  years, we have examined the  postschool outcomes 

for students with disabilities.  It has been clear 
nationally that as many students transfer to adult 
systems, options are limited.  Many students are served 
in segregated settings.  The National CoP on Transition,  

NSTTAC  and NPSO pursued the issues and expressed 
them in a series of webinars.  Join us to connect with 
the emerging activity, participate in tools creation and 
join a workgroup on these issues. 
Joanne Cashman

(Piedmont A)
Individualized Transition Assessment In Action
 Although transition assessment has been federally 

mandated since 1997 (IDEA), there exists a gap 
between the research knowledge and actual practice by 
professionals in the field.  Guidance for professionals 
regarding implementation of the transition assessment 
process is limited. This session shares our customized,  
multi-disciplinary approach for this essential “ongoing 
process.”
Lisa Fournier, Jan Hollenbeck, Debbie Holman

(Piedmont B)
What Are the New Transition Specialist Standards and 
What Can DCDT Do To Get Them Approved?
 Be one of the first to receive a copy of the “new” 

updated transition standards! Learn how they were 
updated (after a decade); next steps in the process; 
possible problems in obtaining final CEC approval; 
their importance to the transitions field and what you 
can do to assist!
Jane Razeghi, Mary Morningstar, Robert Morgan

(Piedmont C)
Life-Centered Education: Using CEC’s Life Skills Web 
Portal
 This session will offer a presentation and 

demonstration of CEC’s recently launched Life-
Centered Education (LCE) Web Portal, in order to 
familiarize DCDT members with this important 
curriculum and assessment resource for life skills 
instruction and secondary transition.
Kathleen McLane

(Tidewater A)
Using Assistive Technology In Postsecondary Education 
Programs With Individuals With Intellectual and 
Developmental Disabilities
 Assistive technology can impact independence and 

inclusion. This presentation will demonstrate how 
one fully inclusive postsecondary program serving 
individuals with intellectual disabilities (ID) has used 
technology to enhance independence in navigation, 
academics, employment, and independent living. 
Practical strategies and videos of using assistive 
technology will be shared.
Kelly Kelley, Cassie Coco
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(Tidewater B)
Making Sure 18+ Transition Programs Are Effective and 
Sustainable
 Adult services for students 18-21 years of age with 

disabilities should not look like high school. Learn 
the journey of one urban district that used a Steering 
Committee and research to create a non-traditional, 
community-based adult program. Participants will 
receive tools to evaluate 18+, implement adult services, 
and determine sustainability.
Vickie Mitchell, Christina Gushanas
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POSTER SESSIONS               (Colony C) 
8:00 am - 9:00 am

Transition Option In A Postsecondary Setting:  Toledo 
Transition (T2)
 This session will inform participants of a new 

postsecondary program for students with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities at the University of 
Toledo.  Toledo Transition (T2) provides inclusive 
postsecondary options including participation in 
college classes, vocational internships and social 
experiences on a college campus.
Patricia Devlin

Real Work for Real Futures:  An Overview of Vermont’s 
YES Model
 This session will outline the collaborative efforts 

among Vermont VR, secondary special education, 
and community rehabilitation providers to improve 
the paid employment outcomes of transition-aged VR 
clients. We will share the key transition service delivery 
components, led by Vermont VR, and impact on 
increasing Status 26 closures.
Kelli Crane, Dale Verstegen, Renee Kievet-Kylar

U.S.-born Salvadoran American Women With Learning 
Disabilities In Transition To Adulthood
 This exploratory interview study examined the early 

postsecondary experiences of three Salvadoran-
American young women with learning disabilities.  
In-depth interviews investigated their employment, 
education, and home-life experiences.  Their self-
determination behaviors and beliefs, and the ways 
in which cultural and linguistic diversity may have 
affected their experiences were also examined.
Deanna Ortiz, Juliana Taymans

Current Issues With Professional Development for 
Transition Teachers In Japan
 Transition from school to work for students with 

disabilities is one of the emerging emphases in Japan. 
This presentation will discuss the current issues of 
professional development for transition teachers who 
help students with disabilities to obtain job skills 
to play active parts in society after graduation from 
special schools.
Asuka Fujii, Norimune Kawai

From High School Drop-Out to Employment - Charter 
School and Community Partnerships To Transform 
Students
 Examples of a charter high school’s implementation of 

NSTTAC Predictors for Student Success, while meeting 
Indicator 13 compliance.  Attendees will learn about 
community partnerships, vocational certification 
programs, schoolwide program implementation, 
and student successes.  They will take away ideas for 
transition programming that can be generalized to a 
variety of academic settings.
Clair Merchant-Toledo, Rosanna Toledo

Social Network Assessment In Postsecondary Education 
for Students With Intellectual Disabilities
 This poster introduces methods for examining social 

networks of students with intellectual disabilities 
during postsecondary transition. Unlike other social 
network assessments that focus on friendship, we 
consider whether and how postsecondary education 
experiences position students to expand their networks 
in ways that improve employment outcomes.
Laura Eisenman, Elizabeth Farley-Ripple, Mary 
Culnane, Brian Freedman

Diverse Urban Youth With Disabilities: Examining the 
Opportunity for Involvement With Evidence-Based 
Transition Predictors
 This study examines the extent to which evidence-

based secondary transition predictors of improved 
postschool outcomes reach diverse urban youth with 
disabilities. Results indicate that overall predictors 
associated with improved postschool outcomes 
reached only a limited number of youth. Implications 
for practice and research are discussed.
Jason Naranjo

Support for Inclusive Instruction In High School 
Professional Learning Communities
 Based on a qualitative case study, this poster presents 

a grounded theory of how the formal and informal 
capacities of a schoolwide professional learning 
community influenced general education teachers to 
adopt inclusive instructional practices that supported 
the success of high school students with disabilities.
Elena Miller, Laura Eisenman

College Student Perceptions of College Success Skills 
Training Received In High School
 As more students with disabilities matriculate to 

college, greater emphasis needs to be placed on the 
transition process to ensure student success.  The 
information presented in this presentation will provide 
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practitioners ideas pertaining to student satisfaction 
and success and address additional needs to ensure 
their success in the higher educational setting. 
John Monroe

Special Education Teachers In Title I Schools 
Self-Efficacy for Students With Disabilities
 This presentation will present the results from a multi-

state survey of secondary special educators at Title I
 schools self-efficacy for secondary students with 

disabilities. Preservice Special Education Teachers and 
Teacher Preparation Programs will leave with practical 
tools and strategies for pragmatic solutions.
DaShonera Crawley, Quiteya Walker

Unleashing the POWER of Interagency Collaboration: 
Connecting Research and Practice
 A predictor of success outcomes of youth with 

disabilities is interagency collaboration. Join this 
session to engage in dialogue and learn about 
exceptional interagency practices of a local transition 
community of practice.  Based upon this exploratory 
case study, obtain a conceptual framework to unleash 
the power of interagency collaboration efforts.
Joan Kester

POSTER SESSIONS              (Colony C)
9:15 am - 10:15 am

Easing the Transition Into College
 Participants will enhance their knowledge of 

accommodations provided at the postsecondary 
education level.  Participants will gain knowledge 
for community experience and activities that expose 
students to college and careers. Participants will learn 
about effective ways to ease the transition into college 
through college readiness programs, trainings, and 
seminars.
Jill M. McAvoy, Deborah M. Ford

An Examination of Transition Planning With Special 
Education Students Using Kohler’s Model To Identify 
Coherence and Compliance Within Secondary 
Transition Programs
 The presenters will discuss the findings of research 

regarding transition planning. The presentation will 
speak to options for more coherence in effective 
transition planning.
Angela Aiello, John Karahalis

The Transition Planning Inventory-Second Edition: New 
Features for Improved Transition Planning Assessment
 This poster session provides an introduction to the 

Transition Planning Inventory-Second Edition (TPI-
2) and its accompanying resources. New features 
will be highlighted on the poster and handouts. New 
validity and reliability data will be provided to support 
evidence-based technical features.  Opportunity 
will exist to get a hands-on inspection of the TPI-2 
forms, administration guide, CD resources, and the 
new edition of Informal Assessments for Transition 
Planning.
Gary M. Clark, James R. Patton

The Do’s and Don’ts of Implementing Community-Based 
Instruction
 Attendees will learn a solid foundation of what CBI 

is, why it is effective and important, and the “do’s and 
don’ts” of implementation.  Attendees will understand 
how important work skills are for students with 
disabilities and how CBI can be used with individuals 
of different backgrounds and differing disabilities as 
well.     
Sadi Fox, Betty Schiffer

Using the Plan To Achieve Self-Support for 
Self-Sufficiency
 By utilizing the PASS plan, an individual can achieve 

their occupational objective, by setting aside countable 
income and/or resources. It will demonstrate strategies 
for developing a successful PASS plan, working and 
earning income while working towards a specific work 
goal and how to manage the approved PASS Plan.
Marilyn Morrison

Weaving Together Student Interest, Career Goals, and 
University Policies To Create Individualized Curricula 
for Postsecondary Students With Intellectual Disabilities
 College is increasingly a reality for transition-age 

students with intellectual disabilities, but little 
information exists on what must be done to integrate 
these students into existing university courses. 
Information will be presented on the development 
of flexible, individualized curricula using courses 
available to all students at a large urban university.
Beth Bader, Lori Briel, Elizabeth Getzel
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Career Development and Transition Activities and 
Instructions In Korea: Program Content Analysis
 Transition education in Korea is in its pioneering 

stage. In this study, relevant literature was reviewed 
and analyzed according to grade level, educational 
placements, and types of disabilities. Interview results 
with significant others were also incorporated into this 
analysis. Furthermore, unique characteristics of Korean 
transition education will be introduced.
Seolhee Lee, Jeongah Ku, Eunhye park, Youngsun Lee

Where Is The Brain? The Limbic System and Assessment
 The limbic system plays a vital, often overlooked, 

role in transition assessment. Using trait-factor 
theory, this presentation will provide insight towards 
understanding how the limbic system and brain 
communicates with an individual’s ecology to 
show interest or preference during a work-sample 
assessment.
Bridget Green, Edward Vitelli, Emily Lehman

Residential Service for People With Disabilities In 
Korea: Current Status and Issues
 The purpose of this study is to explore the issues of 

residential services for people with disabilities in 
Korea and find out predictors of independent living 
outcomes. This research finding can be used to develop 
supports and strategies needed in schools for successful 
transition to adulthood.
Jeongah Ku, Seolhee Lee, Eunhye Park, Youngsun Lee

Beating the Odds: Leadership Practices in Virginia 
High Schools where African American Males with 
High Incidence Disabilities Graduate with a Standard 
Diploma
 In this session, the researcher will present findings 

in a study that examines the principal leadership 
practices in high schools that have higher than the 
state divisionwide average graduation rates for African 
American male students with learning and emotional 
and behavioral disabilities.
Elaine Gould

POSTER SESSIONS               (Colony C)
10:30 am - 11:30 am

How To Effectively Use Natural Support Strategies In 
Employment Settings
 Supported employment services often use a job coach 

to provide job training and support.  However, natural 
supports have been advocated as a better strategy for 
providing supports and it involves work-site personnel 
and others providing support to employees with 
disabilities with a special emphasis on enhancing social 
integration.
Keith Storey, Michal Post

Important Growth: Vegetables, Skills, and Responsible 
Students
 Gardening is an exciting and engaging activity for all. 

Activities in the garden can be adapted for various skill 
levels and allow youth to connect with nature and each 
other in unique and important ways. Stop by to learn 
how Mathews County has implemented this successful 
initiative.
Samantha Rozakis

How To Prepare for Postsecondary Educations: 
Predictors of Success In College
 Presentation covers the postsecondary education 

outcomes for graduates with disabilities from eight years 
of postschool data collection. Results are organized by 
postsecondary education outcomes, gender, ethnicity 
and school setting. Student service ratings and program 
factors that promote success in college settings are 
identified.
Alfred Daviso, Rachel McMahan Queen, Robert Baer

LifePrep@Naz: College Today - Employment Tomorrow: 
An Asset-Based Community Partnership
 LifePrep@Naz provides individuals with developmental 

disabilities a seamless transition opportunity. It reflects 
the efforts of three agencies capitalizing on assets; a 
campus community by Nazareth College, expertise in 
transitioning through Victor Schools and vocational/
employment opportunities by the Arc of Monroe. 
Program development, implementation and assessment 
will be discussed.
Ellen Contopidis, Melanie McGuire, Kathrine Basal

Special Education, Mental Health, and Transition
 Students with disabilities who experience mental 

health concerns are more at-risk of negative postschool 
outcomes. There remains a dearth of literature 
describing the issue and offering effective strategies for 
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practitioners. This study describes the unique features 
of special education, mental health and transition and 
offers strategies for transition planning.
Marcus Poppen, James Sinclair, Kara Hirano

Challenges To Successful Transition and Secondary 
Program Opportunities: Educational Reform In Indiana
 Results from a study concerning Indiana’s high school 

programs and diploma earning options for students 
with and without disabilities and barriers to programs 
(e.g., CTE) that support successful transitions 
are presented. The findings suggest disconnects 
between policy and practice. Participants will explore 
approaches to transition programming that will 
improve practice.
Michael Harvey

No Money, No Resources, No Problem:  Building A Post 
High Program In Bad Economic Times
 How does a rural school district faced with limited 

resources develop a post high school program for 
young adults aged 18-21 with existing staff and 
materials. Come relive our journey of developing 
this program about the hits, misses, challenges, and 
progress in this ever evolving program.
Patricia Devitt, Kasey Bunch, Brian Black, Tammie 
Vance

Marino Campus:  Opportunities for Inclusive Higher 
Education As Measured By Standards, Quality 
Indicators, and Benchmarks
 The Marino Campus offers nationwide recognized 

industry certifications, apprenticeships, and support 
for students within traditional college settings.  
Graduates of the program will be equipped with 
necessary skills and training to attain high-skill and 
high-wage employment. Standards for inclusive higher 
education for individuals with intellectual disabilities 
will be discussed.
Kerri Morse

Improving Transition Services In Chicago Through 
Project SET
 This presentation will use program development 

artifacts and qualitative research methods to share 
information pertaining to the development of an 
initial personnel preparation framework transition 
certification program aimed at providing scholars with 
transition certification and building networks in urban 
Chicago.
Lisa Cushing, Michelle Parker Katz

Legal and Policy Issues of Postsecondary Transition
 Postsecondary transition planning for youths 

with disabilities first entered the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act in 1990 and was updated in 
1997 and 2004. This session will outline the original 
provisions and updated requirements, discuss the 
case law related to transition planning, and provide 
implications for special educators.
Angela Prince, Antonis Katsiyannis, Mitch Yell, Sloan 
Huckabee

Multicultural Perspectives of Self-Determination for 
Students With Disabilities In Transition
 The purpose of this review was to document how self-

determination is conceptualized in the United States, 
as well as the effect culture might have on special 
educators’ abilities to aid student self-determination.
Diane Salmirs

Learning Vocational Tasks With An iPod Touch and 
Video Prompts: A Study With Three Young Adults With 
Intellectual Disabailities and Autism
 Three adults with intellectual disabilities and 

autism in a community-based transition program 
used video prompting on an iPod Touch to learn 
vocational tasks. We will summarize our study; review 
student, employer, and job coach perceptions of 
the intervention; and describe job coach training to 
implement video prompting programs.
Angela Huntington, Debbie Shelden

POSTER SESSIONS               (Colony C)
1:15 pm - 2:15 pm

Breaking Down Barriers: Successful Transition Planning 
for Culturally Diverse Exceptional Students
 This presentation details findings from a study 

investigating culturally diverse parental perspectives 
of transition services being provided to their 
children with significant disabilities. Through a 
better understanding of experiences these families 
face, strategies that enhance parent involvement and 
improve transition outcomes will be discussed.
Kara Halley, Michele Trujillo

Adult Student Guardianship and Alternatives: 
Stakeholders’ Knowledge, Attitudes, and Practices 
 IDEA mandates students become responsible for their 

educational programming at the age of majority and 
are considered competent. Guardianship is often raised 
when competence is questioned. Survey results are 
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You are cordially invited to a social with the esteemed 
Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, and his wife, Martha.

Friday Evening, 5:15 pm - 6:15 pm

discussed regarding the extent adult guardianship and 
alternatives are addressed as part of transition planning 
for students with intellectual disability.
Dorothy Millar

Implementing Secondary Transition Evidence-Based 
Practices: Stakeholder Training, Access, and Knowledge
 This study reflected data from 592 secondary transition 

service providers across five states to determine 
knowledge, use, and implementation of secondary 
transition evidence-based practices and predictors. 
Program evaluation, perceptions on collaboration 
intensity, and teacher training were also evaluated. 
Discussion will include implications for policy, 
practice, and ideas for program change.
Valerie Mazzotti, Anthony Plotner

Computer Game-Based Barista Training for High School 
Students With Disabilities
 The aim of the presentation is to explore the influence 

of applying computer game-based learning to barista 
training. Three youth with IDD participate and 
impact of intervention on motivation as well as task 
performance of them will be evaluated. Discussion and 
implications for research and practice will be delivered.
Youngsun Lee, Jeong Yun Jang, Youjin Seong

Reconnecting Students to Meaningful Education: 
Application of a Multi-Tiered Approach To Secondary 
School Programming 
 The purpose of this session is to introduce participants 

to a Multi-tiered Guide to Student Postsecondary 
Transition that will steer them through the process of 
developing school, home, and community partnerships 
that will enable students to acquire skill sets leading to 

successful transition and retention in postsecondary 
studies.
Mitchell Curci

Promoting Literacy Skills for Postsecondary Living 
Using iPads, iPods, and Smart Phones 
 Secondary students with moderate intellectual 

disabilities increased their literacy skills after creating 
their own electronic grocery list on an iPad with 
pictorial and textual supports.  Students generalized 
skills across behaviors and other electronic devices. 
Multiple ways to enhance postsecondary literacy using 
a variety of apps will be demonstrated.
Karen Douglas, Nicole Uphold

Meaningful Opportunities for Successful Transitions 
(MOSTTM): An Innovative Approach To Transition
 MOSTTM (Meaningful Opportunities for Successful 

Transitions), a post-high school “Gap Year” for adults 
with disabilities offers individualized skill-building 
toward Self-Sufficiency, Community Integration and 
Vocational Engagement. As for typically-developing 
young adults, the post high school period is treated 
as a period of continuing adjustment rather than 
immediate entry into “adulthood.”
Deborah Fisher, Gila Shusterman

Using Community Conversations To Support Postschool 
Outcomes for Transition Age Youth With Disabilities
 This presentation will discuss the processes and 

results from “community conversations” with 
multiple professional stakeholders aimed at building 
interagency collaboration in transition for youth with 
disabilities in Chicago.
Lisa Cushing
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You are cordially invited to a social with the esteemed 
Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, and his wife, Martha.

Friday Evening, 5:15 pm - 6:15 pm

Our honored guests will meet us after the last session on Friday afternoon to discuss history, education 
and other finite points of the day. Your wine tickets and enlightening, lively conversation await!

Cost: $37.00 per person
~Includes~

An opportunity to mingle and dialogue with Ben, George and Martha
Two glasses of fine wine and Cheese 

Please direct any questions to: Joan Lovegren-O’Brien at jlovegrenobr@vcu.edu
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CONCURRENT SESSIONS
8:00 am - 10:00 am

(Allegheny A)
Job Ready and Life Ready With Project Discovery 
 A hands-on workshop invites you to participate in 

using Project Discovery as you would in a classroom 
setting. Award-winning transition curriculum features 
differentiated levels for all special needs students, 
including adapted!  See how these materials increase 
student involvement and prepare students to be work 
ready and life ready.
Michael King

(Allegheny B)
Implementing Evidence-Based Practices With Youth 
With Low Incidence Disabilities 
 It is imperative that educators know about, and can 

use, evidence-based practices leading to improved 
outcomes for students with disabilities. This 
presentation will model two evidence-based practices 
to teach a variety of skills to youth with low incidence 
disabilities. Opportunities for practice will be provided.
Dawn Rowe, Lauren Bethune

(Allegheny C)
Outperform-Outshine-Outlast!  The Career Readiness 
Advantage for Jobseekers With Disabilities
 This interactive presentation will assist participants 

in understanding the Career Readiness Credentialing 
Program implemented at WWRC.  Participants will 
have the opportunity to experience WorkKeys testing 
strategies through hands-on instruction and activities 
and gain exposure to replicable components of the 
WWRC model. 
Sharon Mullen, Jale Ramsey

(Colony AB)
Transition Assessment and Goal Generator (TAGG): 
Skills and Experiences Associated With Postsecondary 
Employment and Enrollment
 The TAGG evaluates non-academic behaviors research 

identified as associated with post-school education 
and employment. Iterative development and validity 
studies will be described. The online assessment will 
be demonstrated. The assessment results provide 
an individualized profile including present levels 
of performance, strengths and needs, and annual 
transition goals based upon results.
Jim Martin, Maeghan Hennessey, Amber McConnell, 
Jodie Martin, Jennifer Burnes

(Colony D)
Add Us In - Using Business Collaborations for Youth 
Employment
 Add Us In Maryland Initiative, a project of 

TransCen, Inc., Montgomery County Workforce 
Investment Board, Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
of Montgomery County, and Hispanic Business 
Foundation is providing work experiences and 
employment opportunities for targeted youth and 
young adults with disabilities, and having positive 
impact on the business community.
LaVerne Buchanan, Amy Dwyre, Carmen Larsen, 
Aida Flores

(Colony E)
“Triangulation”: Aligning Meaningful Annual Goals 
With Postsecondary Goals
 This session will provide guidelines for creating 

meaningful annual goals that directly and specifically 
align with a student’s postsecondary goals. The focus 
will be on “triangulating” the annual goal statement 
with the postsecondary goal as well as state and 
industry standards.
Jon Paul Burden, Jennifer Sedaghat, Lori Peterson

(Piedmont A)
Transition Assessment and Planning A Hands-On 
Workshop
 This Workshop about Transition Assessment will 

include an overview of transition assessments 
(e.g., academics, self-determination, employment, 
postsecondary education, health care, community). 
Participants will have the opportunity to engage in a 
variety of activities (working with assessments, goal 
development, aligning instruction, developing UDT 
lessons, identifying cultural and diverse tools and 
methods.
Ronald Tamura, Colleen A. Thoma, Cynthia A. Nixon, 
Edwin Achola, Roberta Gentry

(Piedmont B)
Using Technology To Provide Positive Outcomes for 
Successful Transition To Independence
 PAES, WAYPOINT, JOBTALK, and LET’S TALK 

are used to prepare students for successful transition 
to real work. PAES assesses and trains using a wide 
range of hands-on skills and appropriate work 
behavior. WAYPOINT provides accurate assessment, 
targeted planning, and proper placement for real jobs. 
WAYPOINT locates employers in your community.
Ben Borden
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CONCURRENT SESSIONS
10:15 am - 12:15 pm

(Allegheny B)
Supporting Adults With ASD In the Workplace Using 
Positive Behavior Support
 This session presents a review of the positive behavior 

support practices that assist individuals with ASD 
to become independent at work.  Participants 
will discuss implementation considerations for 
use in the workplace and review future research 
recommendations.
Carol Schall, Alissa Molinelli, Whitney Ham

(Allegheny C)
Don’t Miss Your Boat To A New World!  What’s Your 
Vocation In the Village?
 This presentation will highlight career assessment 

processes that have made PERT a successful transition 
program.  Participants will discuss career development.  
They will participate in selection, career counseling, 
hands-on evaluation and a report implementation.  The 
presentation will provide career counseling guidelines 
and a list of web based career assessment tools.
Rusty Eddins, Wendy Cullen-Lawhorne, Ginger 
Sharrer

(Colony AB)
Understanding Sexual Consent – A Critical, Yet Seldom 
Discussed, Self-Determination Skill
 Youth and young adults with disabilities (like their 

neuro-typical peers) communicate about sex, have 
sexual feelings, and seek physical/sexual relationships.  
Having healthy relationships reflects a common, but 
frequently un-defined, independent living goal.  This 
session provides an opportunity to learn effective 
strategies for building self-determination skills that 
incorporate understanding sexual consent.
Sharon deFur, Kirsten deFur

(Colony D)
Collaborative Transition Planning With Families From 
Culturally, Linguistically, and Economically Diverse 
Backgrounds
 This interactive workshop presents Cultural 

Reciprocity as a tool for increasing collaborative 
transition planning between educators and families 
from culturally, linguistically, and economically 
diverse backgrounds. Participants will develop an 
understanding of (a) their cultural awareness (b) how 
culture impacts transition planning, and (c) how to 
develop culturally responsive transition plans.
Tracey Nix, Chauncey Goff

(Colony E)
Assessing Social/Emotional Learning (SEL) and Self-
Determination 
 This hands-on workshop will cover the basics of social/

emotional learning and its effect on self-determination. 
Social/emotional skills are primary factors of 
motivation and the gateway to lifelong learning and 
high levels of achievement.  

 (NOTE:  You will need to bring either your mobile 
device or a computer with Internet access to effectively 
participate in this session.)
Art Janowiak II

(Piedmont A)
Transition Planning With Sticky Notes: Engaing 
Families, Educators, and Adult Services In Postschool 
Planning
 This workshop will show participants how to 

encourage group participation through the use of 
backward planning. Participants will be shown: how to 
develop a matrix that addresses the IDEA legislation, 
how to develop measurable postsecondary goals, how 
to use the matrix to lead transition planning, and how 
to share information with stakeholders. 
Rachel McMahan Queen, Alfred Daviso, Stacia 
Kaschak, Robert Baer, Robert Flexer, Tina Bastock
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GOVERNMENT RELATIONS
Lyman L. Dukes III, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Special Education 
University of South Florida St. Petersburg 
140 7th avenue south, SVB 103 
St. Petersburg, FL  33701
ldukes@mail.usf.edu 
 
REPRESENTATIVE TO 
KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS 
COMMITTEE
Mary Morningstar
University of Kansas
Department of Education
521 J.R. Pearson Hall
1122 W. Campus Rd.
Lawrence, KS 66045
mmorningstar@ku.edu

REPRESENTATIVE TO 
KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS 
COMMITTEE (ALTERNATE)
Jane Razeghi
15174 Stillfield Pl.
Centerville, VA 22020
jrazeghi@gmu.edu

PARENT REPRESENTATIVE
Dr. Michelle Doty
Associate Professor
Special Education Coordinator
Lewis-Clark State College
500 8th Avenue
Lewiston, ID 83501
mddoty@lcsc.edu

HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
CULTURAL DIVERSITY CHAIR
New Appointment

RESEARCH COMMITTEE 
CHAIR
Erik Carter
Department of Special Education
Vanderbilt University
PMB 228, 230 Appleton Place, Peabody 
College
110 Magnolia Circle
Nashville, Tennessee 37203
erik.carter@vanderbilt.edu

VOCATIONAL ASSESSMENT 
CHAIR
Judy Imperatore
Transition Specialist/Consultant
56 Noah Lane
Tolland, CT 06084
Jude77@att.net 

CONFERENCE PLANNER
Cindi Nixon
4021 Peniel Road
Timmonsville, SC 29161
cnixon@fmarion.edu

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Jane Razeghi
15174 Stillfield Pl.
Centerville, VA 22020
jrazeghi@gmu.edu

Transition Assessment
Chair: Judy Imperatore
Co-Chair: Linda Maitrejean
Local Arrangements: Dale Pennel

Diversity & Multicultural 
Approaches to Transition
Chair: Chauncey Goff
Co-Chair: Audrey Trainor
Local Arrangements: Patricia Aldridge

Transition to Postsecondary 
Education
Chair: Joseph Madeus
Co-Chair: Meg Grigal
Local Arrangements: Liz Getzel

Transition to Employment
Chair: Darlene Unger
Co-Chair: Ron Tumara
Local Arrangements: Paul Wehman

Family Partnerships in 
Transition
Chair: Michele Doty
Co-Chair: Dawn Rowe
Local Arrangements: Dana Yarbrough

STRAND Chairs– November 2013

Personnel Prep and 
Professional Development in 
Transition
Chair: Mary Morningstar
Co-Chair: Jane Razeghi
Local Arrangements: Sharon deFur

IDEA and Transition: 
Ensuring Successful 
Policies and Practices
Chair: Lyman Dukes
Co-Chair: Catherine Fowler
Local Arrangements: Kari LaBell

Student Engagement in 
Secondary Schools
Chair: James Martin
Co-Chair: Matthew Shapiro
Local Arrangements: Lisa Holland

Self-Determination & 
Student Involvement
Chair: Stelios E. Gragoudas
Co-Chair: Jamie Van Dycke
Local Arrangements: John McNaught

Community Partnerships in 
Transition
Chair: Kendra Williams-Diehm
Co-Chair: Sharon Kolb
Local Arrangements: Kristi Lockhart

Transition Education in 
Elementary and Middle 
Schools
Chair: Ryan Kellems
Co-Chair: Lori Peterson
Local Arrangements: Judy Averill

Pat Sitlington Doctoral 
Research Competition
Chair: Eric Roberts
Co-Chair: Erik Carter, Renee Cameto

Vendor/Exhibitor 
Presentations
Chair: Cindi Nixon
Local Arrangements: Sally Chappel
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
APPROVED & VALIDATED 

NATIONAL DROPOUT PREVENTION 
NETWORK MODEL PROGRAM 

NEED A CLASSROOM-PROVEN 
TRANSITION SYSTEM?

WWW.EDUCATIONASSOCIATES.COM

PO BOX 23308 * LOUISVILLE, KY * TOLL FREE 1-800-626-2950 

Use real tools of the trade to introduce job skills while integrating academics 
for students of ALL levels.  Learn about a comprehensive transition system 
that will motivate and engage your students.  Includes hands-on activities on 
multiple reading AND functionality levels, supports for IEPs and is standards-
aligned. From transition assessment to workplace achievement, learn how 
Project Discovery provides transition solutions! 

Project 
Discovery...
• is HANDS-ON

• assesses students’ strengths, preferences, & interests

• provides career education & skills training

• inclusive for IQs <55

• is totally customizable

• correlated to National Common Core & State Standards

• integrates career/tech ed with academics

• offers multiple functional and reading levels

• is cost effective and sustainable

Join us in WILLIAMSBURG, 2013 at 
DCDT to learn more at our 

sessions and to stop by our booth! 
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Stop by the Brookes table to  
SAVE 10% + get FREE shipping!

NEW FROM MICHAEL WEHMEYER!

Accessible, engaging, and filled with contributions by the 
country’s most celebrated disability experts, this fascinating 

volume skillfully captures how intellectual disability has been 
understood from prehistoric times to present. Enhanced with 
remarkable images and illustrations!

LIST$49.95 | Stock #: 69872 | 2013 | ISBN 978-1-55766-987-2

Get the whole Brookes 
Transition to Adulthood 
Series—and support 
positive outcomes for young 
adults with disabilities!

One-stop guide to all  
the fundamentals of 

well-crafted transition plans

LIST$27.95 | Stock #: 70984 | 2011 
ISBN 978-1-59857-098-4 

Ensure culturally respon-
sive, family-centered 

transition planning

LIST$24.95 | Stock #: 71592 | 2011 
ISBN 978-1-59857-159-2 

Meet requirements of 
IDEA’s Indicator 13  

and teach students real-
world skills

LIST$24.95 | Stock #: 71929 | 2012 
ISBN 978-1-59857-192-9

Use the best assessment 
strategies to identify tran-

sition approaches that work

LIST$29.95 | Stock #: 72148 | 2013 
ISBN 978-1-59857-214-8 

Teach standards-based 
academic content and the 

transition skills students need 

LIST$29.95 | Stock #: 72339 | 2013 
ISBN 978-1-59857-233-9 

Practical, research-validat-
ed guidance on teaching 

self-determination skills

LIST$29.95 | Stock #: 72698 | 2013 
ISBN 978-1-59857-269-8

www.brookespublishing.com
1-800-638-3775

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/brookespublishingco 

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @brookespubco 

FOLLOW US ON PINTEREST: http://pinterest.com

DON’T MISS THE MCIE TRANSITION WEBINAR SERIES
Featuring authors from the Transition to Adulthood series!

Teresa Grossi, David Test, and Karrie Shogren (fall series); Paul Wehman, Gary Greene, and Colleen Thoma (spring series)

This fall and spring, an in-depth MCIE webinar series will give you new ways to support young people 
with disabilities as they navigate the adult world and pursue their goals and dreams. Six highly respect-

ed authors take on key transition topics, presenting real-world tips and evidence-based strategies that 
help you ensure positive outcomes for the young adults you work with. 

Sign up for the webinars now at: http://conta.cc/1d42CTd
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Transition 
Rocks!

November 5-8, 2014
Renaissance Cleveland Hotel

Mark your calendar NOW for next year’s 
Regional DCDT Conference


