CONSTITUTION OF THE NORTH CAROLINA COUNCIL FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN

ARTICLE I – NAME

The name of this organization shall be the North Carolina Council for Exceptional Children.  

ARTICLE II – PURPOSE

Section 1
The principle purpose of the North Carolina Council shall be to advance the education of students with disabilities and gifted children and youth in North Carolina.  Every attempt shall be made to cooperate with other organizations serving the needs of students with disabilities and gifted children and youth, and to encourage and assist both individual members and organized groups in the promotion and extension of activities pertaining to the education and welfare of students with disabilities and gifted children and youth.  
Section 2:
This organization shall serve as a State Council and unifying body of all North Carolina local chapters of the International Council for Exceptional Children (ICEC); the number of such regions shall be six.

Section 3:
The North Carolina Council shall cooperate fully with the International Council for Exceptional Children.

ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP

Section 1:
Membership in the North Carolina Council shall consist of professional personnel and other persons in North Carolina interested in the education of students with disabilities and gifted children and youth.  All members of the Council for Exceptional Children in North Carolina are members of the North Carolina Council. 

Section 2:
Total Council membership shall be at least one hundred persons.

Section 3:
With the exception of student and life-members, a regular member is a person, who is concerned with the education of students with disabilities and gifted children and youth or in a field closely associated therewith, and who has paid dues.  

Section 4:
A student member may be any student who is enrolled in a college or a university at either the undergraduate or graduate levels and has paid dues. Any salaried person engaged in full-time work is not eligible for student membership.  

Section 5:
All members shall be entitled to participate in all activities of the organization.

ARTICLE IV – ORGANIZATION

Section 1:
Six regional divisions are financed by membership dues paid directly to the Council for Exceptional Children.

Section 2:
The North Carolina Council is represented on the International Council for Exceptional Children Representative Assembly of the International Council for Exceptional Children by two representatives properly validated and by additional representatives in accordance with the Council for Exceptional Children Constitution.  
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ARTICLE V – DUES

Section 1:
The International Council shall determine annual dues for Exceptional Children Representative Assembly of the International Council for Exceptional Children.  Dues in addition to the minimum annual dues may be assessed at the option of the North Carolina Council.

Section 2:
Additional dues of the Council, levied by the North Carolina Council for Exceptional Children Executive Board shall be $3.00 in addition to the dues required by the International Council for Exceptional Children.  

Section 3:
Student and retired members are exempt from any annual assessment by the North Carolina Council.

ARTICLE VI – MEMBERSHIP YEAR, FISCAL YEAR AND TERM OF OFFICE YEAR

Section 1:
The membership year shall be the calendar year originating from the most recent date that dues are validated.

Section 2:
The fiscal year of this organization shall be from January 1st December 31st.
Section 3:
The administrative term-of-office shall be from January 1st to December 31st for a one year term.

Section 4:
Annual reports of the Council shall be transmitted to the International Council for Exceptional Children.

ARTICLE VII - OFFICERS

Section 1:
Officers of the North Carolina Council shall consist of a President, President Elect, Immediate Past President, Secretary, Treasurer, CAN Coordinator, and Membership Chair.  A slate of officers shall be nominated by a committee appointed by the President. The election of officers shall occur by mail ballot. Officers elected shall hold office for one year following the election.  

Section 2:
The President shall preside at all meetings of the Council and the Board of Directors, shall be ex-officio member of all committees except the Nominating Committee, assume the responsibilities of one of the Councils representatives to the International Council for Exceptional Children Representative Assembly.

Section 3:
The Immediate Past President shall chair the standing committee on Nominations and the Committee on Awards.  The Past President shall serve as an advisor to the Executive Committee. 

Section 4:
The President Elect shall, in the case of the absence or disability of the President, act in his/her place and with his/her authority.  He/she shall serve as Conference Program Chairperson and prepare himself/herself for the Office of President.  The President Elect shall serve as the Chairperson on the Constitution and Bylaws Committee and assume the responsibility as one of the Councils representatives to the International Council for Exceptional Children Representative Assembly.  

Section 5:
The Secretary shall be responsible for recording the minutes of the annual business meeting, for correspondence of the Council, keeping miscellaneous records, and maintaining the Secretary’s copy of the Minutes Book.

Section 6:
The Treasurer shall be responsible for transacting all financial business of the Council, and for preparing an annual financial report.

Constitution of the North Carolina Council
Page 3

Section 7:
The CAN Coordinator will familiarize himself/herself with pending legislation relative to students with disabilities and gifted children and youth and make this available to the members as requested.  

Section 8:
The Membership Chair shall maintain communication with all Members-at-Large of the Council and maintain a roster of the Council Members-at-Large.

Section 9:
An officer who resigns his/her office shall submit a letter of resignation to the Council President at least two weeks in advance.

Section 10:
Within sixty days of receipt of the letter of resignation, the President shall call a special meeting of the Executive Committee to consider filling the vacancy.  

Section 11:
The Executive Committee, with a two-thirds majority vote of the members present, provided there is a quorum, shall elect the new officer.  

ARTICLE VIII – REMOVAL OF COUNCIL OFFICERS

Section 1:
A petition for the removal of a Council officer shall be signed by at least five members of the Council and submitted in writing to the President.  If the President is the subject of the petition, it shall be submitted to the President Elect.

Section 2:
The President or President Elect shall, within seven days, notify each Executive Committee member in writing of the receipt of such a petition, solicit relevant evidence from all parties concerned, and call a special meeting of the executive Committee to consider the matter within thirty days following the receipt of the petition.

Section 3:
At the Executive Committee meeting, an opportunity shall be made available to all interested parties to present any relevant evidence.  A two-thirds majority vote of the members present, provided there is a quorum, is necessary for the removal of the officer.  Removal from office is effective immediately.

Section 4:
The officer being considered for removal shall be provided with the results of the Executive action in writing within seven days.

Section 5:
Upon receipt of written notification of removal, the officer concerned shall have fifteen days to submit to the President or President Elect written notice of appeal.

Section 6:
Within seven days following receipt of a valid written notice of appeal, the President or President Elect shall call, in writing, for the appointment and meeting of an Appeal Board.  The Appeal Board shall consist of two representatives from each local chapter, selected by the respective chapters’ membership, and shall meet within thirty days following receipt of the notice of appeal.  The President or President Elect shall serve as the non-voting Chairman of the Appeal Board.

Section 7:
At the meeting of the Appeal Board, an opportunity shall be made available to all interested parties to present any relevant evidence.  A two-thirds majority vote of the members present is necessary to overturn the Executive Committee’s decision and reinstate the removed officer.  Reinstatement is effective immediately.  

Section 8:
The officer whose appeal has been considered shall be provided with the results of the Appeal Board actions in writing within seven days.
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ARTICLE IX – REPRESENTATIVES TO ICEC REPRESENTATIVE

ASSEMBLY


The representatives of the International Council for Exceptional Children Representative Assembly shall be the immediate Past President and the current President of the Council.


The immediate Past President and current President shall also serve as a Council representative to the International Council for Exceptional Children’s Representative Assembly.  He/she shall serve as advisors to the Foundation for Exceptional Children.

ARTICLE X – EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Section 1:
The President, President Elect, Immediate Past President, Secretary, Treasurer, Member-at-Large, CAN Coordinator, the Standing Committee Membership Chair, and the State President of the Student Council for Exceptional Children shall constitute the Executive Committee.  

Section 2:
The Executive Committee shall carry out the policies established by the Board of Directors.  (Article XI).

Section 3:
The President as necessary to assure the efficient operation of the Council shall call Meetings of the Executive Committee.

Section 4:
At least one member of the Executive committee shall be a teacher of exceptional children.

Section 5:
There shall be at least four meetings annually of the Executive Committee.

Section 6:
Standing Committee Chairs should attend Executive Committee meetings upon written request of the President or two Executive Committee members.

ARTICLE XI – BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Section 1:
The Board of Directors shall be comprised of the Executive Committee, one Director elected by the membership of each local chapter in North Carolina, one director (President or designee) elected by the membership of each organization Council of Exceptional Children Division in the state, one Member-at-Large, not a member of a local chapter.

Section 2:
The Board of Directors shall be the governing body of the Council.

Section 3:
The term of office of each Director from a local chapter shall be for one year unless re-elected, and there will be no limit to the number of terms a member may serve.

Section 4:
The Member-at-Large may succeed himself/herself for no more than two successive years.

Section 5:
A simple majority of the Board of Directors present shall constitute a quorum to transact business.

Section 6:
Meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held on call of the President, or at the request of three members of the Board of Directors, provided that there shall be at least one meeting held per year.

ARTICLE XII – COMMITTEES

Section 1:
Standing Committees shall be Nominations, Awards, Finance, Constitution and Bylaws, Publication, and Membership.

Section 2:
Other committees shall be established and their functions assigned at the discretion of the President.  Such establishment must clearly indicate the purpose and length of service of the committee.

ARTICE XIII – MEETINGS

Section 1:
The North Carolina Council shall hold at least one annual meeting of the general membership which includes both professional and business sessions.

Section 2:
The President with the consent of the Executive Committee may call special meetings.

ARTICLE XIV – MEDIA
Section 1:
The North Carolina Council shall publish a quarterly newsletter, which shall be devoted to the purposes of the Council.

Section 2:
The North Carolina Council for Exceptional Children shall create and maintain a website.

ARTICLE XV – AMENDMENTS

Section 1:
Any proposed amendment of this Constitution and Bylaws shall be submitted in writing to the Constitution and Bylaws Committee for review.

Section 2:
The Constitution and Bylaws Committee shall refer all proposed amendments with recommendations to the Executive Committee.

Section 3:
All proposed amendments presented to the Executive Committee shall be submitted to the membership not less than sixty days prior to any meeting of the Representative Assembly.

Section 4:
Any proposed amendment shall become part of this Constitution by a two-thirds majority of the votes cast at any legally constituted meeting of the Representative Assembly.  Any proposed amendment shall become part of the Bylaws by simple vote at any legally constituted meeting of the Representative Assembly.  

ARTICLE XVI – DISSOLUTION


In the event of dissolution of the Association, the Executive Board shall, after payment of all liabilities of the Association, dispose of all assets of the Association by:

1. Forwarding them to the Headquarters of the International Council for Exceptional Children, a non-profit corporation, with a request that they be retained in a non-interest bearing account and made available to the Association should it ever be reorganized, or 
2. Contributing them to the Foundation for Exceptional Children, a non-profit, tax exempt public foundation which operates to advance the education of exceptional children, or 

3. Contributing them to a North Carolina non-profit organization or activity, the purpose of which is to serve the needs of exceptional children.


Under no circumstances shall any of the property or assets of the Association during the existence or upon the dissolution thereof be distributed to any officer, member, employee, or subsidiary of this Association.

