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Pre-conference Workshops 

Wednesday, January 17, 2018 

 

9:00-12:00 Corpening 

Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports in NC 
 
Ed Sabornie, PhD., NC State University Professor 
 
The intent of this pre-conference workshop is to discuss Positive Behavior Intervention and 
Support (PBIS). The intervention “framework” known as PBIS has been implemented in over 
16,000 schools nationwide, and in over 1,100 schools in the state of North Carolina (NC) since 
school year 2000-2001. During the workshop a brief history of PBIS in NC will be provided, its 
tiered components, goals, and objectives will be discussed, differential implementation status of 
PBIS in NC will be explained, its strengths and limitations will be exposed, and PBIS research will 
be reviewed. (1/2 CEU) 

9:00-12:00 Hearn C 

Early Childhood Education 
 
Amanda Bock, PhD, Special Education Professor, William Peace University, and Gay 
Lytton, Director of Preschool Programs, Office of Early Learning, Wake County Public Schools 
 
This half day session will provide participants with a review evidence-based instructional 

strategies designed to meet the varied needs of early childhood learners. These developmentally 

appropriate support strategies will promote active learner engagement by making learning exciting 

and relevant; suggestions for the development and/or assessment of effective collaborative 

relationships and service delivery programs will also be addressed. (1/2 CEU) 

 

 

9:00-12:00 Hearn D 

Special Education Compliance and Procedures 
 
Jacki Russell, Senior Director of Policy, WCPSS Special Education Services, and   
Shiloh Lewis, PhD, Director of Policy and Compliance, WCPSS Special Education Services 
 
Ensuring that state and federal policy is implemented compliantly is a responsibility and a 
privilege for all who support students with disabilities. This training will offer information and 
strategies to support compliant processes including Child Find obligations, IEP development, 
reevaluation processes, developing a well written Prior Written Notice, strategies for obtaining 
parental consent, processes to follow when parents revoke consent, requests for Independent 
Educational Evaluations, and Dispute Resolution options. This interactive training will support all 
who serve special education students in deepening knowledge regarding compliance with 
requirements of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Anytime you spend in gaining a 
deeper understanding of special education policy will help you gain skills in improving compliance 
in your work to support students with disabilities. This training would benefit teachers, 
administrators and teacher educators. (1/2 CEU) 
 

LUNCH         
 Hearn B 

1:00-4:00  Corpening 

Establishing and Maintaining a Safe Environment 
 
Alicia Brophy, PhD, UNC-Wilmington Assistant Professor, NC CEC President, and MindSet 
Trainer 
 
This half day training introduces an innovative, organizational safety management program for 
aggressive behavior. This overview will facilitate insight, raise awareness and enhance crisis 
intervention skills. The guiding principles of establishing and maintaining a safe environment will 
be shared. The program is designed to promote choice and trust and encourage proactive rather 
than reactive responses to student behaviors. (1/2 CEU) 

 



1:00-4:00  Hearn C 

Achieving Meaningful Outcomes for Students with Autism 
 
Ann Sam, PhD., Kristi Morin, PhD., BCBA, and Melissa Savage, PhD, FPG Child Development 
Institute, UNC Chapel Hill 
 
This session will provide an overview of theories, instructional strategies and interventions related 
to academic and social skill supports appropriate for students with ASD. We will review evidence-
based instructional strategies designed to meet the varied needs of learners with ASD. These 
strategies will promote active learner engagement by making learning exciting and relevant for 
students; suggestions for the development and/or assessment of effective collaborative 
relationships and service delivery programs will also be addressed. (1/2 CEU) 

1:00-4:00  Hearn D 

Multi-Tier Systems of Support 
 
Amy Jablonski, Director, Integrated Academic and Behavior Systems, NC Dept. of Public 
Instruction 
 
NC MTSS is a multi-tiered framework which promotes school improvement, MTSS employs a 
systems approach using data-driven problem-solving to maximize growth for all. This session will 
offer insight into the implementation of a Multi-Tiered System of Support for total school 
improvement by providing professional development, coaching and technical assistance, research 
and evaluation, and communication and visibility that results in college, career and community 
readiness for all students. Critical components of the system that will be addressed are: 
leadership, data-based problem solving, data evaluation, tiered intervention, infrastructure, 
communication and collaboration. (1/2 CEU) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General Conference 
 

Thursday, January 18, 2018 

7:30 GENERAL CONFERENCE REGISTRATION    
 Salem 

8:00 EXHIBIT HALL OPEN      
 Hearn Foyer 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8:00- 8:50 Corpening 

Are Your Students Seeing RED? Explicit Strategies to Address Significant Behaviors in the 
Elementary Classroom 

Sharon Harwood, EdS, Sonya Singletary, EdS, and Carolyn Zimmerman, MA, COMPASS 
Academy, Catawba County Schools 

Presenters will address the explicit research-based strategies that have proven successful in 
teaching students with significant behavioral disabilities and/or with mental illnesses within the 
elementary school setting. The presentation will include information on positive reinforcement 
strategies, effective consequences, explicit instruction in social skills and coping strategies and 
how to teach socially acceptable replacement behaviors. The information in this session will 
provide educators with tips and strategies to explicitly and purposely teach students to develop 
specific and socially acceptable ways to de-escalate and cope with their behavioral needs in order 
to remain in the classroom. When students are able to choose and use effective coping strategies 
teachers can focus on explicitly teaching IEP goals and the standard course of study. This 
presentation will also enable educators to know what to do and how to problem-solve when 
they’ve tried everything within their toolkit of strategies and students continue to escalate.  

8:00- 8:50 Hearn C 

High-Probability Request Sequence: Practical Applications for Addressing Noncompliance 
in the Classroom for Students with Developmental Disabilities 

Larry Fisher, University of North Carolina at Charlotte 

Noncompliance in the classroom setting is problematic for all teachers, and can especially be 
problematic for teachers of students with disabilities. Frequent noncompliant behavior can 
negatively impact the personal, social, academic, and vocational success of students. One 
antecedent-based intervention that has empirical evidence for successfully increasing compliance 
is the use of the high-probability request sequence (HPRS). The HPRS involves the presentation 
of 3-5 requests in rapid succession that the student has a history of complying with, providing 
reinforcement contingent on compliance, and then issuing the targeted request. By attending this 
session participants will be able to (1) define the HPRS intervention as it relates to antecedent-
based interventions, (2) implement strategies to identify requests that can be use as part of the 

HPRS intervention, and (3) develop a plan for implementing the HPRS to address noncompliance 
in the classroom and other settings. 

8:00- 8:50 Hearn D 

21st Century Professional Development for Educators: Improving Student Outcomes 
through Improved Practice 

Kristi Morin, PhD, Frank Porter Graham Child Development Institute, University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill 

During this session, educators will learn how video analysis can help them improve their practice 
and have a resulting impact on student achievement. The presenter will briefly discuss recent 
research to support the use of video analysis as a professional development tool and share 
videos of educators implementing video analysis within their classroom. Audience members will 
learn strategies for overcoming common implementation barriers and leave with resources to 
begin implementing video analysis in their own setting. Door prizes will be given away throughout 
the presentation. 

8:00- 8:50 Winston 

Aligning Transition Planning Across Grade Levels 

Dana Rusher, MA, NTACT, University of North Carolina at Charlotte 

Transition planning requires a multi-disciplinary approach that values the input of the student and 
his/her family. This session will discuss the importance of transition planning vertically across 
grade levels. Practitioners, families, and administrators will learn skills to begin transition planning 
early. How to empower youth with disabilities and their families to achieve desired post-school 
outcomes will be discussed. There are many decisions to be made in preparing students with 
disabilities for life after high school.  

 

  



8:00-8:50  Piedmont 

The Art of Taking Notes and Studying 

Geraldine Pesacreta and Kerrie Goray, The Hill Center   

The Hill Center Executive Function program provides strategies for students who have difficulty 
taking notes and making connections with content in the notes. Effective strategies create student 
involvement with the notes and incorporate methods for students to memorize facts, write 
summaries from multiple notes, draw conclusions or pose questions related to the notes, and 
create a routine to study the notes for a test. All strategies encourage the student to be an active 
learner. Participants will learn multiple note-taking formats that require student engagement and 
strategies for memorizing facts, processing information, drawing conclusions, and preparing for a 
test. 

9:00 CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST     
 Hearn AB 

 OPENING REMARKS & KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

 Dr. Marilyn Friend “TEACHING FOR TOMORROW” 

10:40-11:30 Corpening 

Understanding Word Level Written Expression Difficulties: Characteristics, Assessment 
and Intervention 

Lynne Loeser and Lauren Holahan, NC Department of Public Instruction 

Dysgraphia is an "equal opportunity" disability and impacts students across all student groups.  A 
lack of evidence-based core instructional practices in transcription skills required for composition, 
often results in inappropriate referrals for evaluation for special education.  Students who have not 
had preschool opportunities or opportunities to engage in developmentally appropriate writing 
activities are disproportionately affected. This session will provide practical information to 
understand the developmental progression of written expression, the characteristics of dysgraphia 
and strategies for instruction and intervention. 

10:40-11:30 Hearn C 

How to Incorporate Technology as an Evidence-Based Practice in Support of Students with 
Autism 

Susan Hedges, PhD and Shoroq Alkhattabi, MS, University of North Carolina at Greensboro 

Technology can be used to address a wide variety of needs that increase independent functioning 
of students with autism across the age-span. TAII has been demonstrated effective at addressing 
social skills, vocational and academic skills, as well as communication needs of students with 
ASD. Because most students with autism find technology particularly engaging, they are often 
highly motivated to use technology tools. This session will provide an overview of Technology-
Aided Instruction and Intervention (TAII), an evidence-based practice for students with autism. It 
will walk teachers through the steps of planning, using, and monitoring progress of TAII. Tech 
examples will be demonstrated. 

 

 



10:40-11:30 Hearn D 

Interagency Collaboration by Having a Transition Fair 

Janice Bennett, Anson County Schools 

Research into transition practices shows that when educators, families, students, community 
members and organizations work together, Post-Secondary outcomes improve for students with 
disabilities. The purpose of a Transition Fair is to deliver content and resources that are most 
likely to benefit the students. The session will discuss the importance of having a Transition Fair, 
how to have a successful Transition Fair, as well as pros and cons of having a Transition Fair in 
addition to sharing ideas and experiences other districts have had with Transition Fairs. 

10:40-11:30 Winston 

Project SEARCH at High Point Regional: Successful School-to-Work Transition Strategies 

Brandi Pittman, Guilford County Schools 

The Project SEARCH High School Transition Program is a unique, business-led, one-year, 
school-to-work program that takes place entirely at the workplace. Total workplace immersion 
facilitates a seamless combination of classroom instruction, career exploration, and relevant job-
skills training through strategically designed internships. The students from the Project SEARCH 
program at High Point Regional UNC Health System will showcase their experiences this year. 

10:40-11:30 Piedmont 

How to Make EC Work within the MTSS Framework 

Karen Hollar and Jana Hartsell Cabarrus County Schools 

How to make the MTSS Framework work for all student is essential to ensuring the success of 
students. MTSS takes the whole child approach; therefore, there are processes and structures 
that must be in place for the approach to work. Participants will learn what processes it takes to 
make MTSS work and function within the school as well as what teams to create and how to 
design meetings. Furthermore, participants will understand the layers of MTSS and who are a part 
of those layers.   

11:40-12:30 Corpening 

Formative Assessment in Action: Improving Student Learning:  Including Students with 
Significant Support Needs 

Sandra Warren, PhD, East Carolina University 

This session provides an opportunity to explore Formative Assessment (FA) strategies to improve 
learning for all students, including those with significant disabilities. Materials include videos of 
actual students with disabilities and their teachers showing formative assessment in action. 
Educators and family members will learn the concepts of FA and strategies for using FA as a 
process for improving student outcomes and developing self-determination skills. 

11:40-12:30 Hearn C 

How to Write the Best IEP Goals Ever! 

Susan Hedges, PhD, University of North Carolina at Greensboro; Yolanda Perkins, MEd; and 
Mary Loyd White Frank Porter Graham Child Development Institute, University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill 

Writing measurable IEP goals and monitoring the progress of those goals helps to support goal 
attainment. Preparing practitioners to write effective goals should benefit all the students they 
serve. It is recommended that families be included in reviewing the previous goals and planning 
the new goals to ensure the goals are appropriate for the individual. This interactive session will 
take practitioners through a step-by-step process of writing highly measurable goals using goal 
attainment scaling (GAS). It will provide opportunities for hands-on practice and provide materials 
for participants to take with them to guide them in the goal writing. 

 

 

 

 



11:40-12:30 Hearn D 

Where There's a Will, There's a Way! How One Rural District Builds Capacity with Limited 
Funds 

Kristi Kamada, KNK Education Consulting, LLC, and Danielle Bryan, Jones County Public 
Schools 

With recent budget cuts in central office staff, many EC Directors find themselves in a budgetary 
constraint that prohibits them from developing instructional and curriculum support positions to 
assist in implementing Specially Designed Instruction models. This session provides a workable 
solution to this challenge by exploring collaborative efforts with other districts and the utilization of 
contract specialty areas that are more cost effective for smaller, more rural districts. 

11:40-12:30 Winston 

It's Just Behavior 

Laura Ezell and Tara Stratton, Guilford County Schools 

Changing the way we think about behavior is a major component in creating engaging and 
effective classrooms. In an effort to bring a different perspective to dealing with difficult children, 
“It’s Just Behavior” will offer participants a new way to view challenging behavior. We will address 
classroom management as the foundation for student growth and achievement. This presentation 
will provide immediate take away strategies and resources for teachers to use for all students with 
an emphasis on creating a classroom culture of consistent, expected routines and rituals. The 
presenters will offer proven strategies that can be used on Behavior Intervention Plans (BIPs) as 
well as everyday classroom and behavioral management. We will explore ways to create effective 
antecedent changes as well as strategies for teaching replacement behaviors. Strategies offered 
in this session can be used for any student struggling with impulsivity, social deficits, oppositional 
behaviors and those students who are frequent “disrupters”.  

 

 

 

 

 

11:40-12:30 Piedmont 

Globally & Culturally Responsive Ready: Service Learning in the Dominican Republic 

Cathy Kea, PhD. North Carolina Agricultural & Technical State University 

Over the past 25 years, the percentage of Latino K-12 students in North Carolina has risen from 
1% to 15%. Project CREED seeks to produce globally ready and culturally responsive preservice 
dually licensed general & special educators. This presentation highlights culturally responsive 
teacher production via coursework and service learning projects. 



12:40 LUNCH        
 Hearn AB 

 NC CEC AWARDS PRESENTATION 

 

Excellence in Teaching – Debi Parker, Wake County Public Schools 

 

Felix S. Barker – Sherry Thomas, North Carolina Department of Public Instruction 

 

Lifetime Leadership in NC CEC – Margaret Blackwell 

 

NC CEC Mini-Grant of $500 – Dr. Patricia Brewer, North Carolina Wesleyan College 

 

Student Scholarship Award of $500 – Ian Fennell, UNC Pembroke 

 

Yes, I Can! Academics, Elementary – Derion Levasseur 

 

Yes, I Can! Academics, Secondary – Zach Holliday  

 

Yes, I Can! Employment – Dylan Freeman 

1:40-2:30  Corpening 

The Discourse of Disability: Exploring the Impact of Language in Inclusive Classrooms 

Nicole Bieber, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

Inclusive classrooms are often thought of as being the "least restrictive environment" for children. 
This presentation will explore how the language used within the classroom setting contributes to 
the development of attitudes, positive or negative, towards disability. Attendees will learn 
strategies to foster inclusive attitudes through intentional interactions. 

 

 

1:40-2:30  Hearn C 

Literacy Instruction for Students with Significant Support Needs 

Amanda Bock, PhD and Robin Vincent, Med, William Peace University 

This presentation synthesizes best practices in early literacy instruction with beginning literacy 
instruction for students with significant support needs (SSN). An expert in general education 
literacy instruction collaborates with a special educator to show how strategies and methods from 
general education can be adapted to provide high-quality literacy instruction for students with SSN. 
Teachers will learn how to apply strategies with proven effectiveness to students who have unique 
and significant needs. The presenters will discuss research-based, high-quality practices in 
literacy instruction as they pertain to students with significant cognitive, physical, 
emotional/behavioral, sensory and communication needs. 

1:40-2:30  Hearn D 

Reflecting on our Experiences: Insights from an International Practicum Experience in 
Northern Ireland 

Stacy Weiss, PhD, Alexa Weis, Logan Moseley, Allie Marinello, Jaclyn Caryl, & Ashley Algard, 
East Carolina University 

Six preservice teachers, in their junior year in a special education program, participated in a two-
week international practicum experience in schools in Northern Ireland. After a brief overview of 
the program, the preservice teachers will share their perceptions of the schools, the efforts in 
addressing cultural differences, and the education of students with disabilities in similar, but a 
distinctly different educational context. 

 

 

 

 

 



1:40-2:30  Winston 

TEACCH School Transition to Employment and Post-secondary Education Program for 
Adolescents with ASD 

Laura Klinger, PhD and Glenna Osborne, MEd, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

During this interactive presentation, participants will learn transition support strategies that foster 
positive adult outcomes for adolescent and young adults who have Autism Spectrum Disorders 
without comorbid intellectual disability. Specifically, participants will learn tools and strategies for 
addressing needs in the areas of executive function (organization), emotion regulation, and 
professional social skills. We will provide an overview of the TEACCH School Transition to 
Employment and Postsecondary Education (T-STEP) Program that includes techniques grounded 
in evidence-based practices to address these skills areas. An overview of the program and its 
effectiveness will be provided. This presentation is appropriate for high school and community 
college educators as well as professionals interested in learning more about skills associated with 
positive adult outcomes for students with ASD. 

1:40-2:30  Piedmont 

Preparing Intensive Interventionists: Project CREED: A Collaborative Model 

Cathy Kea, PhD, North Carolina Agricultural & Technical State University 

The purpose of Project CREED is to produce culturally competent preservice educators who can 
deliver data-based instruction in diverse communities. This session will highlight the one year 
intensive delivery model designed to license undergraduate candidates in a dual general and 
special education program in SPED Adapted Curriculum (K-12). 

2:40-3:30  Corpening 

Implementing UDL in IHE: Strategies to Improve Greater Access 

Charmion Rush, PhD, and Tammy Barron, PhD, Western Carolina University 

The principles of universal design, which originated in architecture, can be applied to teaching, 
learning, assessment and curriculum development to varying degrees (Universal Design for 
Learning-UDL). Thoughtful planning through the lens of UDL can offer important options for 

learners as they navigate the curriculum.  Students are incredibly diverse in their learning needs, 
preparation, and approaches. UDL offers a practical instructional method to anticipate this learner 
variability and provide every student with equal opportunities to learn. This session will provide 
UDL strategies that may be relevant to a faculty member’s instruction and course design change. 

2:40-3:30  Hearn C 

What is Multisensory Structured Language? 

Stephanie Cork, CALP CDP, Brainspring Educator Academy 

Multisensory Structured Language (MLS) is an approach or method of teaching. There are many 
programs based on this method. This presentation will give educators a better understanding of 
methodology which is deemed essential for remediating mild to severe reading difficulties, 
including dyslexia. Participants will learn the key principles of a Multisensory Structured Language 
(MSL) approach. Participants will also learn the common instructional components that are taught 
in a MSL based program. 

2:40-3:30  Hearn D 

Beyond the Textbook: Strategies for Supporting Students with Externalizing and 
Internalizing Behaviors 

Stacy Weiss, PhD, East Carolina University 

This presentation will provide the results of a content analysis of the strategies discussed in 14 
introduction to special education textbooks' chapters on EBD. We will share common individual 
student strategies, such as reinforcement and self-management. After providing an overview of 
the common strategies with specific examples to support their use in the classroom, we will 
discuss additional strategies to support externalizing behaviors and internalizing behaviors with 
examples of how they can be utilized in the classroom. In addition materials and suggestions for 
how teachers can manage stress to help facilitate support of students will be discussed.   

 

 

 



2:40-3:30  Winston 

Making Meaningful LRE Decisions 

Julie Bost, PhD, Alamance-Burlington School System 

This session shares the results of a study on least restrictive environment (LRE), where 
implications for policy and practice were developed, along with recommendations for IEP Teams. 
Participants will leave the session with clarity regarding LRE, an overview of key court cases, and 
practical strategies about how to foster a spirit of democracy in the IEP process while yielding 
more beneficial and procedurally compliant decisions. 

2:40-3:30  Piedmont 

Critical Multiculturalism beyond the Buzz 

Eli Davis, Lincoln Heights Academy, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Public Schools 

To date, the hegemonic ideology of public schools educating “school-dependent students”, are 
ideas outside the cultural framework of the majority of the students in public schools. According to 
the National Center for Education Statistics (2017), public school is now a majority minority 
institution; however, educators and pedagogy remain mono-cultural and mono-linguistic, which 
sustains and, at times perpetuates, disparaging cultural gaps. This cultural divide has gone too 
long without acknowledging that the idea of cultural blindness as praxis, has failed. Within that 
acknowledgment, the well-meaning but mono-cultural partitioner coupled with the absence of 
educating through a critical multicultural lens, has played a major role in creating purported 
achievement gaps and ideas of intellectual disparities. In this session we will explore culture in 
education, and the threat/consequences of mono-cultural dominance, in a multicultural world. 
Participants will learn characteristics of multi-cultural education, while fostering an understanding 
for the importance of equity in the construction of knowledge. 

3:30 COOKIES AND COFFEE BREAK     
 Hearn Foyer 

 

 

 

 

Surestep    

surestep.net 

The Surestep product line includes a comprehensive 

selection of devices to assist children with a wide range of 

mobility challenges. Each product is custom-made 

specifically to the child’s feet to achieve the ultimate in fit, 
function and comfort. 



4:00-4:50  Corpening 

Applied Behavior Analysis & Academic: They can work together! 

Anna Cleeland and Melissa Tapp, Cabarrus County Schools 

ABA is a research based series of interventions that is often mistaken as strictly addressing 
behaviors. On the contrary, the strategies can also be used in an effective way to present 
differentiated/ specially designed instruction utilizing scientifically backed methods. Session 
provides new/effective research based methodology to present academics to students. 
Methodology will provide ways to utilize evidence based strategies typically assigned to behavior 
to academics as well. Audience will leave with new ways to integrate the methods used in Applied 
Behavior Analysis in their daily academic instruction of students with disabilities. 

4:00-4:50  Hearn C 

Dyslexia in the Schools: “What You Really Need to Know” 

Stephanie Cork, CALP CDP, Brainspring Educator Academy 

Dyslexia is one of the most common learning disabilities, affecting as many as one in five 
students.  Many special education teachers feel that their teacher preparation programs did not 
prepare them to remediate one of the most common reading difficulties.  This session will focus 
on current trends in legislation, as well as, the best research based practices for struggling 
readers, including dyslexia.   

4:00-4:50  Hearn D 

Matching Evidence-Based Practices to IEP Goals for Students with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder 

Ann Sam, PhD, Victoria Waters, MEd, and Martha Figuerado, MEd, Frank Porter Graham Child 
Development Institute, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

This session will describe a specific process for teachers to use for selecting one of the 27 
identified EBPs to address specific goals for students with autism. The process includes using a 
matrix that aligns instructional domains to specific EBPs from the empirical evidence. The EBP is 
then determined by considering student and teacher characteristics and availability of resources. 

The information, material, and handouts shared will be immediately applicable to teachers in 
schools. 

4:00-4:50  Winston 

Including Exceptional Children and English Language Learners in the General Education 
Classroom 

Julie Bost, PhD, and Carlos Oliveira, Alamance-Burlington School System 

Inclusive classrooms require purposeful scheduling, continuous feedback, and meaningful 
professional development on collaboration and co-teaching. This session provides participants 
with tools for all three in order to meet the needs of ALL learners, including English Language 
Learners (ELL) and Exceptional Children (EC). 

4:00-4:50  Piedmont 

Ins and Outs of MDRs 

Leslie Ray and Jennifer Enter, Alamance-Burlington School System 

This presentation will provide information to all stakeholders of policies and procedures for the 
MDR process. This session will include discussion as well as a role play activity to help those 
involved feel better educated in how to handle these types of meetings. Suspension 
documentation, how to complete paperwork, understanding the timeline for MDRs will better equip 
service providers to be more prepared for these meetings; therefore allowing students access to 
FAPE.   

5:00-5:50  Corpening 

Strategies for Tomorrow 

Karlie Stewart, Winston Salem Forsyth County Schools 

Classroom management helps all students and educators better meet the needs of individual 
students. Participants will know how to diffuse student interruptions in addition to creating 
classroom expectations using an outlined format. 



5:00-5:50  Hearn C 

Effects of SRSD Opinion Writing and Self-Monitoring on Writing and Off-Task Behaviors of 
African American Students with Emotional and Behavioral Disabilities 

Robai Werunga and Ya-yu Lo, PhD, University of North Carolina at Charlotte 

Addressing academic needs as well as behavioral challenges of students with EBD can be a 
challenge to teachers. Many focus the behaviors, with limited time spent on academic instruction. 
This is reflected in the poor school outcomes for this group of students. This presentation 
highlights two evidence-based strategies that can be used at the same time to help reduce 
undesirable (off-task) behaviors while engaging students in academic tasks with the potential of 
increasing academic outcomes. Implications for addressing the needs of EBD learners from 
diverse backgrounds will be discussed. 

5:00-5:50  Hearn D 

Engagement Strategies for Building Advanced Vocabulary 

LaTina Robinson, One Stop Word Shop 

This presentation is crafted to extend participants repertoire of engaging academic vocabulary 
practices by sharing researched based vocabulary practices. This session will address multiple 
exposures, direct instruction, language rich classrooms, and collaborative conversations to 
increase vocabulary.  Systematic and consistent access to academic language highly impacts 
students’ ability to tackle depth of learning and connect to standard based instruction. 

 

 

 

 

 

5:00-5:50  Winston 

Promoting Self-management Skills of Students with Behavior and Learning Difficulties 

Maureen Short, PhD, Yolanda Keller-Bell, PhD, North Carolina Central University, and Ladawana 
Covington, Cumberland County Schools  

This session is designed to provide a framework for incorporating self-management strategies to 
enhance academic and behavioral interventions that have led to improved learner outcomes. We 
will review evidence-based self-management strategies and guide participants through the 
development of these strategies within a PBIS framework. A discussion on evaluation of the 
strategies will conclude the session. 

5:00-5:50  Piedmont 

Strategies to Teach Math to Struggling Learners 

Julie Person, University of North Carolina at Charlotte 

This session will provide teachers with research-based practices to use in the classroom.  Three 
strategies will be presented: Concrete-Representational-Abstract, multisensory math, and math 
language. Teachers will be able to use these strategies to enhance their math instruction for 
regular and special education. Although the information will be applicable to all grade levels, this 
session will focus on grades K-6.  The correct language usage of math instruction using all the 
modalities is critical to concept formation and the development of math skills for application and 
generalization.   

6:00 RECEPTION       
 Hearn AB 

 RESEARCH POSTER SESSION & SILENT AUCTION 

 

 

 



6:00-7:00  Poster Presentations 

The Role of Empowerment in the Development of Young Children 

Elizabeth Riley, Meredith College 

This presentation is focused on the role of empowerment in the socio-emotional development of 
young children both with and without disabilities. This research focuses on several aspects of this 
area, such as leadership in play, developmental schemas, empowerment inclusive classroom 
settings, and the role of the early childhood educator in promoting empowerment in his or her 
classroom. There is a large focus on both direct and indirect ways that educators are able to 
encourage empowerment in students. The concept of empowerment is critical to the development 
of self-concept, self-esteem, and identity for children under the age of five. The more exposure 
that they have to opportunities to feel empowered and motivated, the more that they will continue 
to seek out similar experiences as they grow. The hope is that as a result of this study, early 
childhood educators will be more competent in encouraging empowerment within developmentally 
appropriate practice. This research is relevant to any individual who interacts with children with 
disabilities, as the research guides adults on how to help exceptional children thrive in inclusive 
settings and be empowered by their progress. 

Using a Peer-Delivered SP (Simultaneous Prompting) Strategy to Improve Core Content 
Learning of Students with Moderate to Severe Intellectual Disability 

Gwitaek Park, Belva Collins, PhD, Ya-yu Lo, PhD, and Kathryn Haughney, PhD, University of 
North Carolina at Charlotte 

A peer-delivered SP can be helpful to teachers and practitioners in that (a) it is easy for peers to 
learn a SP procedure, (b) peer tutoring promotes social interactions between students with and 
without disabilities during the physical education class, and (c) the strategy is effective in teaching 
health-related core content and functional skills to students with moderate to severe disabilities. 
The presenter will share key information about the research as well as respond to questions.  

The Experiences of Reluctant Writers at Summer Writing Camp 

April Whitehurst, University of North Carolina at Greensboro 

This poster presentation describes the experiences of three male students who do not like to write 
or struggle with writing at school. It describes the students' writing self-efficacy and writing 
attitudes focusing on how they feel about writing at school and at camp. Implications for 
classroom teachers are discussed. 

Using Technology to Support the Writing of Students with Learning Disabilities: A Mixed 
Methods Literature Review 

April Whitehurst, University of North Carolina at Greensboro 

The purpose of this poster presentation is to review the most recent trends in research 
investigating using digital technology in the writing instruction of students with learning disabilities 
(LD). It explores research done since 2010 and considers aspects of interventions that resulted in 
improved student performance. Implications for researchers and teachers are included. 

A Content Analysis of Vocabulary and Reading Comprehension Interventions: Twelve 
Years of Change, 2004-2015- 

Turki Alzahraney, April Whitehurst, and Alamer, Khulod, University of North Carolina at 
Greensboro 

There is a need for guidance from researchers in special education as to what type of 
interventions work and in what circumstances. The purpose of this study is to learn how research 
that is designed to develop evidence-based interventions in vocabulary and reading 
comprehension for students with learning problems across the grade levels beginning at age 
three is being conducted  over the past twelve years and reported in six top research journals in 
the special education field. 

Comparing Technology to Manipulatives to Enhance Math Skills and Motivation 

Rebekah Parlier and Natasha Veale, PhD, Greensboro College 

Evidence from current research will be presented that supports the valuable tool technology 
provides in the classroom. Data collected from my ARS showing technology's effect on 
achievement of goals and attitude toward math will be displayed. The benefits of including 
technology daily in the lesson will be stressed as an implication to help teachers meet the needs 
of the 21st century learner. 

 

 

 

 



Multi-Tiered Systems of Support: A Review of Literature 

Mabel Rivera, PhD, Gretchen Robinson, PhD, and Marisa Scott, PhD, University of North 
Carolina at Pembroke 

The Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS) is a comprehensive intervention framework that 
integrates a continuum of system-wide resources, strategies, structures and practices that 
address the academic as well as the social, emotional, and behavioral development of children 
from PreK-12. Currently, a number of state education agencies across the country are 
implementing the MTSS framework as a methodology in an effort to meet the needs of all learners 
within a cohesive and comprehensive multi-tiered approach. Two of the most widely researched 
and implemented models of prevention and intervention, the Response to Intervention and the 
Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports models share the components of MTSS. Given that 
the MTSS framework is perceived as a fusion of the two models, questions emerge in the field 
about its effectiveness and feasibility of implementation as a comprehensive framework. This 
presentation shares the results of a review examining the current literature related to MTSS as a 
framework for intervention and its exposure in SEAs websites. The results demonstrate an 
emergent interest in research investigating the effects of MTSS as well as a large number of 
states that are implementing it as a comprehensive intervention. 

PBIS in Schools 

Asia Forman and Lynn Zubov, PhD, Winston-Salem State University 

Positive behavioral interventions and supports (PBIS) is a tool for schools to encourage good 
behavior. With PBIS, kids learn about behavior, just as they learn other subjects like math or 
science. The key to PBIS is prevention, not punishment. This session will focus on PBIS as a 
schoolwide entity and not solely for the use of special education. There will also be ways to 
implement, data on the topic, and examples of PBIS. 

8:00         SCEC STUDENT SOCIAL 
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8:00-8:50  Corpening 

Using the iPad to Facilitate Instruction for Students with Disabilities 

Cate Smith, PhD, and Margaret Werts, Appalachian State University 

This presentation will incorporate a multi-media interactive format with demonstrations, discussion, 
and resources for incorporating the Apple iPad into instruction for students with mild to moderate 
disabilities. The presenters will share practical suggestions for implementation, answer questions, 
and provide participants with related resources. Participants will learn to use the embedded 
accessibility options on the iPad as well as downloadable software applications. This presentation 
is designed for teachers, related service providers, paraeducators, or students looking for more 
information on assistive and instructional technology. 

 

 

 

 

 



8:00-8:50  Hearn C 

The Critical Role of Advanced Phonemic Awareness and Orthographic Mapping for 
Adolescent Readers 

Bridget Bilbro and Beth Gilchrist, NC Department of Public Instruction 

Advanced phonemic awareness instruction paired with phonics for adolescent readers, is the key 
to building automatic word reading, or “orthographic mapping.” It is an area often overlooked with 
older students, yet is critical to their independent reading development. Findings from David 
Kilpatrick, Mark Seidenberg, and other leading researchers are the basis for this presentation. 
Teachers participating in this presentation, will be able to explain the development of word 
recognition skills in students, and the critical role that advanced phonemic awareness and 
orthographic mapping play in this process. In turn, this deeper knowledge will provide an 
understanding of the need to prioritize instruction in these areas. Participants will be provided with 
the knowledge of, and access to, resources to assess and incorporate advanced phonemic 
awareness techniques into their reading instruction.  

8:00-8:50  Hearn D 

Promoting Student Involvement in the IEP Planning Process 

Dana Rusher, MA, and Wen-Hsuan Chang, NTACT, University of North Carolina at Charlotte 

Self-determination is a predictor of post-school success for students with disabilities. Student 
involvement in the IEP process is one way to promote self-determination skills for students with 
disabilities. This session will provide participants with models and research-based practices for 
engaging students in the IEP development process. Participants will leave with clear guidance on 
next steps for increasing student engagement in planning and participation. 

8:00-8:50  Winston 

Expanded Core Curriculum for the Visually Impaired: A Team Approach 

Amy Campbell, NC Department of Public Instruction 

Within this presentation participants will learn that the ECC is not only justified, but also mandated 
by IDEA. By implementing the ECC as a Team Approach, students will receive instruction with 
greater consistency which will increase student outcomes and impact future goals. The ECC is 
the body of knowledge and skills needed by students with visual impairments due to their unique 
disability-specific needs. 

8:00-8:50  Piedmont 

I See You: Strategies for Creating a Person Centered Climate 

Meghan LeFevers, Gaston County Schools 

Participants will be given action steps to take in making their school a more inclusive environment.  
Participants will also see how to effectively use augmented communication in the classroom.  
Most importantly, participants will see that students, regardless of label, can meet expectations 
beyond what they can imagine with the right mindset, high expectations, and being seen as a 
person, not a problem.   

9:00-9:50  Corpening 

The 30-day behavior challenge: Teaching students self-control 

Kara Holden, PhD, and Holly Lail, BS, University of North Carolina at Greensboro 

This interactive presentation provides information and opportunities for participants to learn about 
evidence-based classroom management strategies specifically designed to teach students self-
control. Self-control does not always come natural to students, especially those with disabilities, 
therefore they must learn the necessary self-regulation skills and strategies to be successful in 
school and beyond. Participants will learn how to teach students self-control strategies in a 30 day 
time period. 

 

 

 



9:00-9:50  Hearn C 

Using Reflective Coaching Conversations to Promote Use of Evidence-Based Practices 
and Content Specific Pedagogy 

Hanna Townsed, Amanda Aligood, Emily Barefoot, Caroline Bostian, Melissa Blum, Kelsey Pyle, 
Debora Snider, and Wendy Young, University of North Carolina at Greensboro 

Educators report not being prepared to address the variety of needs for all students in their 
classrooms, especially regarding inclusion for those with disabilities. There are evidence-based 
practices that can be implemented, but, “teachers' attempts to improve their practice are not 
usually related to self-reflection but to a process of reflection on self as seen by others”. Thus, 
information on self-reflective processes are important for educators to learn about. This 
presentation will introduce video-stimulated recall (VSR) and how it can be used to improve 
teachers' professional development and use of evidence-based practices in their classroom 
through quality reflection and questioning. 

9:00-9:50  Hearn D 

Navigate NTACT’s Website 

Wen-Hsuan Chang and Dana Rusher,MA, University of North Carolina at Charlotte 

NTACT’s purpose is to assist State Education Agencies, Local Education Agencies, State VR 
agencies, and VR service providers in implementing evidence-based and promising practices 
ensuring students with disabilities, including those with significant disabilities, graduate prepared 
for success in postsecondary education and employment. This presentation will introduce 
participants to the wealth of resources offered on NTACT’s website using a live demonstration of 
how to navigate the site. Additionally, the presenters will facilitate a discussion on how these 
resources can assist practitioners at the local, district, and state level. 

 

 

 

9:00-9:50  Winston 

Beyond Academics: Taking Students with Intellectual Disabilities Above and Beyond 

Debra Holzberg, PhD and Lalenja Harrington, PhD, University of North Carolina at Greensboro 

This session will describe the Beyond Academics (BA), Integrative Community Studies program at 
UNC at Greensboro (UNCG). Students in this four-year certificate program for students with 
autism spectrum disorder and intellectual disabilities are fully integrated in campus life and 
participate in the same activities as their peers without disabilities. Program objectives include 
building self-determination, career development, and life planning. While at UNCG, students work 
on acquiring skills for employment. Students engage in discovery, job search activities, job 
development, and post-employment support, and graduate prepared for competitive, integrated 
employment. Participants will learn about: (a) a postsecondary education certificate program for 
students with ASD and ID, (b) the structure and supports provided for students, and (c) the 
program’s use of promising practices effective in supporting students with ASD and ID. 

9:00-9:50  Piedmont 

Use of Natural Supports to Enhance Academic Access for Individuals with Intellectual 
Disability 

Kelly Kelley, PhD, and Sam Garrison, Western Carolina University 

Session attendees will leave this interactive session with innovative approaches to teach the new 
generation of professionals and leaders (natural supports/peer mentors), along with specific tools 
to train/evaluate direct care practices that promote greater access to academics, vocational, and 
inclusive community living. Presenters will share experiences and resources used with 
administrators, practitioners, students, and families on how they are organized, scheduled, and 
trained with the center of the program being inclusion and person-centered planning. They will 
share how their natural support roles influence their future professions as well as what it means to 
them as they serve as positive peer mentors. Participants will learn specific ways to evaluate 
natural supports/future professionals based on dependability, engagement and initiative, decision-
making, professionalism, communication, teamwork, professional development, and problem 
solving skills. 

 



10:00:10:50 Corpening 

The Effectiveness of a Tier 2 Reading Professional Development Intervention for Students 
at Risk for Reading Difficulties 

Mary Bratsch-Hines, Frank Porter Graham Child Development Institute, University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill 

This session will present findings of a Tier 2 early reading professional development program for 
elementary teachers, the Targeted Reading Intervention (TRI). TRI uses remote webcam literacy 
coaching to promote rapid reading progress for students at risk for reading difficulties through 
one-on-one daily literacy sessions between a classroom teacher and an individual student. TRI 
strategies for promoting student growth will be shared during the presentation. For a subsample of 
students who scored lowest on fall standardized tests, results will be presented that show that the 
TRI was highly effective for students’ decoding, phonemic awareness, and reading 
comprehension skills. In addition, the TRI was promotive of less conflictual student-teacher 
relationships. 

10:00:10:50 Hearn C 

The Use of Technology to Enhance Communication Skills of Children with Developmental 
Disabilities in the Classroom 

Reem Muharib, University of North Carolina at Charlotte 

This presentation reports on a study that examined the effects of an iPad App on the 
communication skills and challenging behaviors of children with ASD. Discussion will include 
intervention procedures, results, and implications. Practitioners will learn how to use an iPad as a 
speech generating device to help children with limited speech communicate in the classroom. In 
addition, the ability to communicate and request will likely help decrease challenging behaviors 
maintained by access to tangible items. 

10:00:10:50 Hearn D 

Person-Centered Planning: Education and Life Planning 

Andrea Blackwood, MAEd, East Carolina University, and Julie Brickhouse, MAEd, Pitt County 
Schools 

Teachers of the adapted curriculum are often cobbling materials together in order to create 
something for their math instruction. The presenters will discuss ways for teachers to make their 
math instruction appropriate for their students, as well as engaging and impactful! Through 
presentation and discussion participants will increase their knowledge of Person-Centered 
Planning and how it can be used to provide a guide for effective educational and life planning. 

10:00:10:50 Winston 

Orthographic Mapping: Bringing Research to the Classroom 

Doria Sullivan, NC Department of Public Instruction 

Orthographic mapping is the new “buzzword” in education.  Introducing current research findings, 
the presenters will define orthographic mapping and describe its overarching significance in the 
reading process. This understanding will empower educators to apply these findings to 
interventions they use with their struggling readers. After this session, participants will understand 
what current research says about why students have word reading difficulties and/or disabilities. 
Multi-sensory instruction practices will be introduced that support orthographic mapping turning 
unfamiliar words into familiar ones.    

10:00:10:50 Piedmont 

Establishing Effective Family and Student Partnerships in Inclusive College and 
Community Living 

Kelly Kelley, PhD, Cody Thompson, and Sam Garrison, Western Carolina University 

This interactive session full of personal stories from college students/graduates with intellectual 
disability and their family members will provide participants with: (a) national snapshot of 
postsecondary program options for individuals with intellectual disability); (b) a brief overview of 
program components for one model demonstration postsecondary program in North Carolina; and 
(c) first hand college and community living experiences directly shared from individual students 
and natural supports participating in the postsecondary education program. 

10:30 NC CEC BOARD MEETING      Hanes 
Boardroom 



11:00:11:50 Corpening 

Best Practices for Conducting FBAs and Writing BIPs in North Carolina 

Kara Holden, PhD, University of North Carolina at Greensboro 

This interactive presentation provides information and opportunities for participants to practice 
conducting a FBAs and writing BIPs. Participants will interact with video clips, online data 
collection tools, and teacher friendly FBA/BIP templates.  This session is intended for general and 
special educators and administrators who provide instruction to students with behavioral needs. 

11:00:11:50 Hearn C 

Supporting Children’s Social-Emotional Needs through the Pyramid Model 

Reem Muharib, University of North Carolina at Charlotte 

This presentation reports on a study that examined the effects of coaching and performance 
feedback with three Head Start teachers on the use of Teaching Pyramid Model practices. 
Discussion will include selection of target teacher evidence-based practices, coaching and 
feedback procedures, intervention results, and implications for practice and future research. 

 

11:00:11:50 Hearn D 

Emergent Literacy for Students with Severe Intellectual Disabilities 

Aftynne Cheek, PhD, Appalachian State University 

During this session, the presenters will share the results of an intervention in which a special 
education teacher implemented emergent literacy program for students with severe intellectual 
disabilities. In addition, attendees will have the chance to practice the components of the 
emergent literacy program and participate in discussions about emergent literacy for students with 
severe intellectual disabilities. During the lecture and discussion, attendees will gain information 

about emergent literacy for this population as well as key components needed in an emergent 
literacy program. Handouts will be provided.  

11:00:11:50 Winston 

The Wonderful World of Sign Language 

Stradley Smith, MEd, University of North Carolina at Greensboro, and Meredith Highfill, BS, 
Stokes County Schools 

Sign language is a way to connect everyone universally; a way to break the barriers one would 
approach in the field. It fosters positive relationships between the educators, children, and families. 
Participants will learn how using sign language in a diverse classroom and inclusive environment.  
Participants will be engaged in learning through activities and a booklet for hands-on learning to 
create the best experience possible and will be able to implement simple sign language in their 
classroom.   

11:30 NC TED GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING    
 Piedmont 

12:00 NC DADD BOARD MEETING      
 Hearn D 

 NC CCBD BOARD MEETING     
 Winston 

  



 

 

 


