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The Rock Cycle
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Sedimentary Rock Samples
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White Marble

Mica Schist

Banded Gneiss

Slate
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Igneous Rock Samples

Gabbro

Granite

Dolerite

Am

Basalt

ygdaloidal
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Rock Sample Description

SEDIMENT

SAMPLES

Chalk

Fine grained, white, sof
made of calcite.

Conglomer

Composite roc
rounded pebbles of v
siz

Deser

Medium grains of sand easily
seen, made of glassy mineral
called quartz, poorly st
together b
cement. R

Limest

Gre
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calcium
deposited b
of marine animals.

Mudst

Fine grained, dark sediment
roc
cla

Oolitic limest

P
together (lik
Mostly made of calcite and
cream

Sandst

(Carbonif
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sandstone consisting of
quartz grains with bro
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y particles.
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k
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Cr
bands. Colour
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Bright, reflecting and silv
in colour

Slat

Fine grained roc
split into thin la
pale purple in colour

Whit
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calcite, with a sugar
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impurities are present.

MET
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ure white in colour unless

y

y

y

s
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s
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e
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alline roc
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AMORPHIC
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.
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y
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y
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’)
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.
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uct

xt

y
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ure.

 to
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e

y 

Gr

Large coarse grained cr
that can be easily seen.
White, cream or pink in
colour - f
colourless - quartz. Shin
blac
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Blac
grained roc
are gas holes in the la
filled in with minerals.

Doler

Blac
grained roc

Gabbr

Greenish-blac
igneous roc

B
ha
mineral content, i.e. F
silicates, f
ore minerals.

IGNEOUS

asalt, dolerite and gabbro all
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e

y
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k coloured medium

 the same c
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e
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T
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he white ‘blobs

SAMPLES

. Glassy

hemistr

k fine

v
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a, later

,

y

y

y and

stals

’

9

Samples of sediment
that whilst w
with the slate sample, as these edges can be sharp.

e try to ensure all the roc
ary, metamorphic and igneous roc

ks in the box are saf
ks can be f

e for students to handle, e
ound in the rock samples bo

xtra care should be t
x. Please be a

ake
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are
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ompacted and cemented together

nimals in breaking do
y

articles, then w

nderground.
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