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Inspiring the next generation of leaders by recognizing their efforts
to promote safe, responsible and sustainable Exploration and
Production operations is the aim of the inaugural ‘IOGP Outstanding
Young Professional Award’, hosted by the International Association of
Oil and Gas Producers (IOGP), in association with the biennial SPE
HSSE-SR International Conference. Full details, and nomination
information on page 8.
And, proving again what a talented lot we are, we present the
winners of the SPE YP London section’s third annual edition of its
Student Paper Contest, on page 11. The competition attracted more
than 30 abstracts from nine UK universities, and the five finalists were
invited to present their research.

PUZZLES, EVENTS and LISTINGS

NEW!! Puzzles - and Prizes
Consultant Listings, and Events

Indeed, as Iain Poole, Head of Oil and Gas Consultancy, Barnett
Waddingham, shares his views on ‘Fracking: Opportunities for Success’,
he addresses the concept that: ‘Commodity prices aside, the economics
are improving’... although there may be ‘conflict ahead’. In the second
part of this two-part series, he also tackles the questions of planning,
community compensation schemes, and the very active opposition in
the UK. It makes for fascinating reading, starting on page 3.
And, holding on to those summer memories just a little longer, we
can enjoy reading about the fantastic trip organised by Imperial College
London’s SPE Student Chapter, where participants learned about
cutting-edge research to enhance hydrocarbon recoveries amid current
concerns about energy security. The delegates acquired valuable
knowledge and forged new professional relationships, paving the way for
potential future collaborations. Text and photographs start on page 5.

The final stage of a competition that attracted over 30 abstracts
from nine UK universities; five finalists – from IC, Coventry University
and University of Leeds – were invited to present their research.

Fracking: Questions Arise - Do We
Have Answers?		

Warm autumn sunshine continues to resist the coming colder
months – perhaps a welcome reflection on how our industry is gradually
becoming more resilient and competitive under pressure.

Full details about the planned series of exciting, ‘Continuous
Education’ events, including one-day seminars, and new ‘Business
Development’ events are on page 12.
And, how did you do in our first-ever ‘Games’ section – together
with prizes. Did you win? Try again this month – great prizes! Full details
on page 10 – and good luck!
In the continuing spirit of confidence, optimism and determination
set by Pamela Tempone, chairperson for The Society of Petroleum
Engineers (SPE) London Section, this issue of SPE Review London again
offers the opportunity to be educated, entertained – did we mention
games... prizes...?! – and informed. Enjoy!
AND...we’re really good at listening...
so please talk to us!
SPE Review London is YOUR online
magazine, and we want to know how to
make it a relevant, interesting, and fun
read. You can help us do that!
Please send us your ideas, comments and
suggestions for articles, interviews and/or
topics you’d like to see in future issues.

http://london.spe.org/home

http://london.spe.org/home
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Fracking: Future Conflict... or
Opportunities for Success?
Fracking is the subject of very active opposition in the UK.
Iain Poole, Actuary, Head of Oil and Gas Consultancy, Barnett Waddingham, London
UK , shares his views on fracking in the oil and gas industry.
This is part two of a two-part series.

Questions arise – do we have answers?
The UK government issued a policy statement in August 2015, intended to speed up the planning
process, advising that ‘we need to seize the opportunity now to explore and test our shale potential.’
Questions arise:

Iain Poole

•
•
		
•
		
		

Can local opposition be mitigated by community compensation schemes?
Will guarantees or reassurances given by government or the industry regarding climate
change or other perils lead to litigation?
If a ‘conventional’ well (for which planning may be easier to obtain) yielded exploration
data for other strata – which, if produced, would have to be fracked – would this need to
be in the planning application?

This second article (in a two-part series – part one in September issue of SPE Review London), addresses these questions, and more.

Planning Conundrums
Fracking has become the subject of very active opposition in the UK. It has become very difficult to successfully navigate the local
authority planning process; permission for ‘conventional’ wells is easier to obtain.
If such a conventional well should yield exploration data for other strata – which, if produced, would have to be fracked – there is no
need to mention this in the planning application. Later in exploration, any explicit plan for appraisal of ‘unconventional’ resources would
have to disclose the fracking aspect; such an application is likely to be turned down for political reasons, as happened recently when
Lancashire County Councillors rejected an application to frack at up to four exploration wells between Preston and Blackpool. Planning
officials had recommended approval, as there were no ‘sustainable’ reasons (that would stand up if appealed) for denial.
When Lancashire County Council’s development control committee were debating Cuadrilla Resources’ (Cuadrilla) proposal in June
2015, the committee’s deputy chairman, county councillor Kevin Ellard was quoted as saying: “What concerns me is that the process
must be operated to world class standards of safety and there must be a guarantee of no harm to our climate. I am aware that is a very
big ask.”1
It would be almost impossible for actuaries to price the insurance that might be required to underpin such a guarantee for the Cuadrilla
application. Separating any climate changes caused by local fracking from changes caused by a multitude of other minor causes would
be difficult – and make it nearly impossible to successfully litigate a claim under the guarantee.
Fortunately, perhaps, the point is moot. To date (late September, 2015), the only hydraulic fracked well in the UK is the Preese Hall well,
drilled by Cuadrilla. Operation was suspended following the occurrence of a sequence of minor seismic events observed near Blackpool
in 2011, including an event on 1st April with a magnitude of 2.4. According to the British Geological Society (BGS), the largest earthquake
in the Blackpool region was a magnitude 4.4 event near Lancaster in 1835.2

‘Traffic Light’ Rules
A DECC report, which includes a BGS co-author, concludes that earthquakes near Blackpool in April and May 2011 were induced by
1. http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/fracking-intolerable-pressure-on-councillors-to-make-decision-over-lancashire-shale-gas-drilling-10342320.
html [Online] Accessed 27 September 2015.
2. http://earthquakes.bgs.ac.uk/research/events/BlackpoolApril2011.html [Online] Accessed 27 September 2015.
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Energise a classroom!

Give a presentation to students.
Make a difference in our industry while doing something good for
your community. Simply visit your child’s classroom or a school in your
neighbourhood and talk about the importance of energy in our lives.
SPE’s energy4me® programme provides everything you need to prepare
for your presentation quickly and easily.
• Presentation templates
• Hands-on activities
• Career information
Materials available in:

•
•
• English
• Español

• Français
• Italiano
• Русский

Learn more at energy4me.org.
SPE Review London April 2015
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Knowledge and Collaboration
In May 2015, 50 postgraduate
delegates from the Department of
Earth Science and Engineering at
Imperial College London (ICL),
embarked on a trip to the People’s
Republic of China and Japan as part
of the department’s annual technical
field trip programme. The delegates were of 14 different nationalities.
The annual technical international field trip is one of the principal contributions of
the ICL SPE Student Chapter to its members’ development. It was a fantastic
opportunity to connect with fellow SPE Chapters, and to learn about cuttingedge research to enhance hydrocarbon recoveries amidst current concerns about
energy security. The delegates acquired valuable knowledge and forged new
professional relationships, paving the way for potential future collaborations.
decrease dependency on foreign sources of
hydrocarbons. This was our first destination, as
we were eager to learn more about how new
technology is being developed to enhance
China’s hydrocarbon output.
We first visited the China University of
Petroleum of Beijing (CUPB) campus, home
of the CUPB SPE Student Chapter – as one
of our key goals as a Student Chapter is to
promote stronger affiliations with chapters both
within and outside the UK. The first morning
session kicked off with a formal address by
both Student Chapters, followed by a tour of
Students of the ICL SPE Student Chapter at the CUPB
the CUPB laboratory where students learned
campus with Zizhong Liu (front row, third from right),
President of the CUPB SPE Student
about water jet technology and its application
in well completion and stimulation. In the afterThis trip is traditionally organised and planned entirely by the
noon’s technical exchange programme, Dr. Qin
ICL Chapter’s student committee. The many goals of this interWenting of CUPB spoke eloquently about the use of a bilateral
national opportunity include: providing student members with
water sink as a New Cold-Production Technique for Heavy Oil With
the chance to gain valuable insight into oil and gas operations
Strong Bottom water Drive to reduce water coning/cresting issues.
in a different region; to develop professionally and personally
through networking with other students as well as experienced
Yacine Debbabi, Tarik Saif and Duy Luong, all ICL PhD
professionals; and to experience cultural diversity.
candidates, also presented their current research. Yacine spoke
The comprehensive itinerary included visits to local operators,
research centres, technical service companies and academic
institutions, as well as an LNG plant tour and technical exchange
programmes.
Our student chapter is most grateful to SPE London, Shell, BP,
Schlumberger and the Great Britain Sasakawa Foundation for
their generous sponsorship, as well as the Department of Earth
Science and Engineering of Imperial College London.
Due to the country’s vast economic growth and increasing
demand for oil, there is a constant challenge in the People’s
Republic of China to satisfy these demands and
5
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about his work on Generic Modelling of Reservoir Heterogeneity and Its Impact on Flow and the utilisation of dimensionless
numbers to describe flow and to quantify effects of
heterogeneities of varying length-scales.
Tarik’s presentation on Unconventional Hydrocarbons and the
Pore-Scale Analysis of Oil Shale was a very relevant topic given
the increasing interest in unconventional hydrocarbons at such a
crucial time in the energy industry.
Duy Luong spoke about Extracting Organic Hydrocarbons in a
Liquid Medium, investigating the use of subcritical water as a
possible solvent, which has both potential environmental and
economic advantages over surfactant or organic solvents.
We again visited the CUPB campus for another full day
					

Continued on page 6
http://london.spe.org/home
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Knowledge and Collaboration (continued from page 5)
of events, where we were fortunate to be addressed by
Dr. Hai-Guang Yang and Dr. Jerry Yu of Shell (China) Projects and Technology, Dr. Tony Zhou of TOTAL, who is Student Chapter Liaison of the SPE Northern China International
Section, and Dr. Isabelle Moretti of GDF Suez (now called
Engie). It was an honour to learn from such distinguished
industry professionals and to be welcomed by a major SPE
Chapter abroad.

and Metals National Corporation (JOGMEC).
We were invited to a student symposium at the JOGMEC
Technology and Research Centre (TRC), where we were joined by
SPE Student Chapters from Waseda University, the University of
Tokyo and Kyoto University.

ICL with Shell China and SPE Northern China International

That day, students were also given the fantastic opportunity
to tour the iRock Technologies lab and learn about powerful
imaging instruments, such as the Focus Ion Beam Scanning
Electron Microscope (FIB-SEM) and nano-CT equipment. Before
the tour, Dr. Sven Roth, VP Technology of iRock Technologies
(which offers digital special core analysis services), provided an
introduction to the technologies used at iRock and the value of
pore network modelling.

ICL in iRock Labs

The event opened with an address from each of the SPE
Student Chapter Presidents, followed by a presentation by
Chiyoda Corporation, giving students an overview of natural gas
and the processing and transportation of LNG. The morning session
concluded with an introduction to JOGMEC and its operations
and research.
The technical exchange programme began in the afternoon.
Representatives from all four universities and JOGMEC

One of the major items on the China itinerary was the visit
to the Petroleum Exploration and Production Research

ICL in iRock Labs

ICL with ICL with Engie

Institute of SINOPEC (PEPRIS). Here, we were given an
introduction to PEPRIS and its E & P research. Dr. Xu enlightened
us about Heavy Oil Reservoir Development and her colleague,
Dr. Zhang, presented on Numerical Simulation Technology for
Carbonate Fractured-cave Reservoir. Unfortunately, our time in
Beijing came to an end, and we boarded a plane headed to our
second destination, Tokyo.
We were keen to gain insights into the energy operations of
Japan, one of the largest of importers of liquefied natural
gas (LNG). Though possessing limited domestic hydrocarbon
resources, Japan maintains an active role in upstream oil and
gas projects, providing a variety of services and has a strong
energy
research
and
development
programme.
The ICL delegation was graciously hosted by the Japan Oil, Gas

presented a variety of topics such as reservoir characterisation
and simulation, IOR and unconventional hydrocarbons.
Some of the presentations from student delegates included
Numerical Simulation of CCS, Construction of Digital Oil for
Investigation of Crude Oil Properties and Experimental

JOGMEC visit to Imperial College London
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Fracking: Future Conflict... or Opportunities for Success (cont. from page 3)
hydraulic fracture treatments at the Preese Hall well (PH1), operated by Cuadrilla.3
However, the strength of an earthquake, whether natural or induced, depends mainly on pre-existing stress and the type of rock – the
strength of triggering stimulus has very little impact, as long as it is enough to trigger the release. The Bowland shale is not thought likely
to be strong enough to give rise to any serious earthquakes.4 However, under the most recent UK regulation, an event of 0.5 magnitude
would be sufficient to halt operation immediately under the ‘traffic light’ monitoring rules; this magnitude of earthquake would not
be felt by most people, even under the most favourable circumstances. Most microseismic events during hydraulic fracking are -2 in
magnitude.5

Anti-fracking protest
Cuadrilla’s attempts to frack an exploratory well at Balcombe in 2013 were challenged by protestors.
Local opposition reflected concerns about possible adverse effects on the village environment and property values, while thousands of
protesters travelled from distant parts of the country.
One not-for-profit organisation sought to raise £50,000 for local grants, training and online tools6.
The use of low-cost internet web sites, combined with social media, seem to be increasingly used to promote various issues.
It is unlikely the anti-fracking movement will disappear.

Who Owns What
The USA differs from the rest of the world as mineral rights down to the centre of the earth (or down to the core or mantle in some more
recent legal opinion) vests in the owner of the surface; landowners have an interest in seeing fracking operations on their land. In the
UK, mineral rights vest in the Crown, so property owners lack such interest.
The UK has attempted to mitigate local opposition – a DECC industry-led Community Engagement Charter7 would see £100,000 in
community benefits per hydraulically fractured well-site (at the Exploration stage), and a further 1% of revenues to local community (at
the Production stage). So far, this has had little effect, perhaps because it is not well targeted.

A Better Approach
There is a perception that proximity to fracking could reduce property values, and such perceptions about house prices tend to be
self-fulfilling.
A recent internal report at DEFRA8, obtained under a Freedom of Information request by Sky News, suggested that ‘those residents owning property close to the drilling site may suffer from lower resale prices due to the negative perception being located near the facility
and potential risks’. If such prices were 7 – 10% lower than originally expected, the resulting loss could be £20,000 - £30,000 in such
areas as rural Surrey or Sussex (based on an average house price of £300,000). Such a loss would not be addressed by providing, say, a
new village hall paid for by the fracking community levy.
A better approach may be to set up a national group scheme, paid for by an industry levy, to provide compensation directly to owners.
This would be fair, transparent and quick to adjudicate, yet not so generous as to encourage opportunism.

Insurance
The insurance industry has a substantial body of data (mainly from the USA)9 on hazards associated with fracking, and it is quickly
developing prices for both commercial and domestic cover. Despite some highly publicised events in the USA, there have been very few
actual claims related to fracking, and losses are not serious. The industry, therefore, does not seem to be particularly concerned.
Household policies so far are generally silent on fracking: there are no exclusion causes, but neither is cover explicitly included,
meaning the policy could be open to interpretation.
Most insurers take the view that perils such as earthquake or pollution, which might arise, would be covered by existing wording.

Support and Process
The government remains very strongly supportive of shale gas development.

3. https://www.gov.uk/.../5075-preese-hall-shale-gas-fracturing-review.pdf Preese Hall Shale Gas Fracturing. Review & Recommendations for Induced Seismic
Mitigation. Green, Christopher A.; Styles, Peter; Baptie, Brian J. [Online] Accessed 27 September 2015.
4. Geomechanical Study of Bowland Shale Seismicity. Synthesis Report prepared by Dr. C.J. de Pater and Dr. S. Baisch 2011, available from Bristol University.
5. The Facts about Hydraulic Fracturing and Seismic activity. Report by API (American Petroleum Institute) 2015.
6. https://home.38degrees.org.uk/2013/08/12/fracking-can-you-chip-in/ [Online] Accessed 27 September 2015.
7. https://itportal.decc.gov.uk/.../OUGO_UK_shale_gas_development.pdf Enabling shale gas development in the UK. Office of Unconventional Gas and Oil. October
2014. [Online] Accessed 27 September 2015.
8. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/draft-shale-gas-rural-economy-impacts-paper.
Research and analysis: Draft Shale Gas Rural Economy Impacts paper. Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs. First published: 1 July 2015.
9. Observation and conversations in the Insurance industry, where this is well known. Many of the academic papers and data sources (which are numerous) are
available through the Casualty Actuarial Society, or the library of the Actuarial Profession in the UK (may be for members only).
7
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Fracking: Future Conflict... or Opportunities for Success (cont. from page 7)
On 18th August, Lord Bourne, UK Energy Minister said: “As part of our long-term plan to build a more resilient economy, create jobs and
deliver secure energy supplies, we continue to back our onshore oil and gas industry and the safe development of shale gas in the UK.
This is why the OGA has moved quickly to confirm the winners of licence blocks, which do not need further environmental assessment.
“Keeping the lights on and powering the economy is not negotiable, and these industries will play a key part in providing secure and
reliable energy to UK homes and businesses for decades to come.
“It’s important we press on and get shale moving, while maintaining strong environmental controls. Investment in shale could reach
£33 billion and support 64,000 jobs creating financial security for hardworking people and their families, whilst providing a cost-efficient
bridge to lower-carbon energy use.”
In August 2015, the UK government issued a policy statement intended to speed up the planning process, advising: “We need to seize
the opportunity now to explore and test our shale potential.” This should be taken into account in weighing up planning decisions.
Councils that take longer than 16 weeks to process an application could now be considered ‘under-performing’, and delayed applications
could be ‘called in’ or ‘recovered’ for determination by the Secretary of State directly. Most such powers exist; it is likely that Amber
Rudd, the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change, is indicating a renewed willingness to use them.
Government enthusiasm for fracking is less noticeable in the Conservative Party’s grassroots, and other parties have a
varying approach: the Scottish Green party seems to have accused both Labour and the SNP of trying to take both sides in the
issue, while the 2015 Labour manifesto stated: ‘... we will establish a robust environmental and regulatory regime before
extraction can take place’10, while also pledging to devolve energy policy in Wales and Scotland that could allow their national
governments to ban fracking. In January, the Scottish government announced a moratorium on planning consents for unconventional
onshore oil and gas wells, including fracking. Fergus Ewing, Scottish energy minister, also announced that a full public consultation
on unconventional oil and gas extraction will be held to ensure the voices of communities across Scotland are heard on the issue.

With strong, determined personalities in place on both sides, we fully expect conflict ahead.
10. http://www.labour.org.uk/manifesto. Britain can be better. Labour Party Manifesto 2015 [Online] Accessed 27 September 2015.

IOGP Outstanding New Young Professional Award:
Inspiring the Next Generation!
Nominations are now open for the inaugural ‘IOGP
Outstanding Young Professional Award’, hosted by the
International Association of Oil and Gas Producers (IOGP),
in association with the biennial SPE HSSE-SR International
Conference.
“We have launched this award to inspire the next generation of
leaders by recognizing their efforts to promote safe, responsible and sustainable Exploration and Production operations,”
said Michael Engel-Jensen, Executive Director of IOGP.
The award will recognize the achievements of an individual with
fewer than 10 years of professional E&P experience, who can
demonstrate professional accomplishments and evidence of
|outstanding talent, dedication and leadership in at least one
aspect of health, safety, security, the environment and/or social
responsibility.
IOGP is looking to senior members of the industry to
nominate young professionals who meet the award criteria.
Nominees must:
• Be well-respected and in good standing within the community.

8
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•
•
•
•

Serve as a role model for other young professionals.
Demonstrate noteworthy professional and personal
achievement.
Demonstrate commitment to excellence and proven
leadership.
Exhibit expertise, passion and the ability to inspire others.

A special awards committee will announce the winner at the
SPE HSSE-SR International Conference in Stavanger, Norway,
April 11-13, 2016.
The winner will receive:
• Outstanding Young Professional Award certificate and trophy
• Complimentary registration to the conference
• One year membership to SPE
• An invitation to join the Award & YP Committees for the 2018
SPE HSSE-SR Conference
• Recognition on the IOGP website and newsletter
• Recognition on the SPE conference website
For more information, and to nominate a young professional,
visit www.iogp.org/award.

http://london.spe.org/home
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Knowledge and Collaboration (continued from page 6)
Investigation of Low Salinity Water Flooding. Takashi Akai of
JOGMEC concluded the programme with a discussion of his work
on Petrophysical Characterization of Shale Rocks.

Department of JOGMEC to our campus on 2nd July, 2015.
Dr. Okabe and Mr. Morishita were given a laboratory tour
in the ICL Department of Earth Science and Engineering
followed by presentations from members of the ICL
community, sharing their
research on Geomechanics
and Robotics.

Visit to Negishi LNG terminal

After a quick tour of the JOGMEC laboratories, it was then time
for some evening networking and socialising at the welcome
party graciously organized by the Japanese Association for
Petroleum Technology (JAPT).
We concluded our technical itinerary in Japan with a visit to
the Tokyo Gas Negishi LNG Terminal in Yokohama, located just
South of Tokyo. Also in attendance were students from Waseda
University and University of Tokyo.
The Negishi terminal is Japan’s first LNG port and has been in
operation since 1966. The Negishi Terminal is one of three Tokyo
Gas plants, the others being Sodegaura and Ohgishima, all linked
by pipeline and supply gas mainly to the Kanto region. The Hitachi
Terminal, once completed, will be the fourth and newest addition.
After a welcome address and introduction to LNG technologies
at the Negishi plant, we were then treated to a thrilling live
demonstration of the physical properties and cryogenic abilities
of LNG and a bus tour of the terminal. This was a very exciting
experience and the first opportunity for many ICL students to
observe first-hand such facilities.
Less than two months after our return to London, the ICL
SPE Student Chapter was given the opportunity to return the
hospitality and kindness shown to us, by welcoming Dr. Hiroshi
Okabe and Mr. Ryoichi Morishita of the Business Strategy

The JOGMEC visit to
ICL is testimony to the
success of our field trip
and we hope to continue
to build and maintain such
fruitful relationships in the
years to come.

We are truly grateful to the
CUPB SPE Student Chapter, Shell (China), SPE Northern China
International, iRock Technologies, Engie, JOGMEC and Tokyo
National Gas for graciously hosting us, and allowing us the
opportunity to share in their research.
We would like to especially thank Professor Lizhi Xiao (Dean
of College of Geophysics and Information Engineering, CUPB),
Zizhong Liu (President, CUPB SPE Student Chapter) and
Mr. Ryoichi Morishita (Business Strategy Department,
JOGMEC) for all their efforts in arranging logistics and a
successful programme for our visit.

JOGMEC student symposium

Photographs: Tarik Saif, Harris Rana and Yit Xiang Tung.

ICL at PEPRIS
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SPE Review London QUIZ
We’re looking for puzzle winners ...
Test your skills on our second puzzle – answers are
in this issue of SPE Review London.
So, pour yourself a cup of coffee (or tea, or
water – whatever your beverage), and enjoy your
reading and puzzle solving.
We’re looking for the 2015/16
Champion Puzzle Solver!
The SPE Review London Champion
Puzzle Solver will get a special
award, and a choice of his/her gift.
How to enter:
• In an email, please note the number of each
question, and the corresponding correct
answer number. For example, if you think the
answer to the first question is ‘10’, then your
email would show 1/10; if you think it’s
‘6, then it would be 1/6.
• OR complete the questions, scan or photograph
the answer sheet.
• Please send emails with answers/photos/scans
to Zelda Bekker (zeldab0505@gmail.com).
• We’ll draw the monthly/champion winner from
all correct entries received.
Good luck!!

SPE Review
Review London
London October
October 2015
2015
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NEWS

3rd Annual UK Student Paper Contest
SPE YP London section’s third annual edition of its
Student Paper Contest (SPC) was held at Imperial
College (IC) London on 10th September 2015.
The event was the final stage of a competition
that attracted over 30 abstracts from nine UK
universities; five finalists – from IC, Coventry
University and University of Leeds – were invited
to present their research.
After refreshments, Adriana Pinzon, chairman
of SPE YP London, opened the evening and
introduced
the
adjudicating
panel.
The competition began in earnest with a
presentation on thin oil reservoir development.
This was followed by two more presentations
before the break.
The research topics presented were wide ranging and
captivated the audience, from simulation of surfactant and
polymer flooding to multiwell deconvolution.
Despite all the seriousness, the evening also had its fair
share of light conversation, especially during the break.
In that time, the presenters, audience and jury

Yit Xiang, winner of 2015 SPC

were able to mix and get to know each other
better over food and drinks sponsored by E.ON E&P.
The two remaining papers were then presented, and
proved to be just as interesting as their predecessors.

Xutong Li, runner up of 2015 SPC

The evening was rounded off by 9.00pm, with the
announcement of the winner, Mr. Yit Xiang for his paper on ‘Multiwell Deconvolution for Shale Gas’ and that of the
runner up Miss Xutong Li for her research on ‘Waterflood Management Optimisation Using Streamline Technology’.
The SPE YP London would like to thank E.ON E&P for their kind sponsorship, and Imperial College for hosting us. In addition, we
would like to thank the jury panel, IC SPE Student Chapter for their involvement and all the students who took part, without whom
this event would not have been possible.
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SPE London ‘Continuous Education’:
inform, educate and manage
The SPE London is planning a series of exciting, ‘Continuous
Education’ (CE) events in the coming months.
The programme will include a couple of one-day seminars, as in
previous years:
• ‘Introduction to Exploration and Production’ on
12 November 2015, at the Royal Geographical Society.
• ‘Women In Energy’ in 2016.
The ‘Introduction to Exploration & Production’ seminar is aimed
at people working in the oil and gas industry, who are either new
to the industry and/or would benefit from a basic understanding
of exploration and production processes – with emphasis on the
key elements that make up oil and gas projects.
The ‘Women in Energy’ annual seminar celebrates its 10th
edition in 2016. This event has evolved into a premier event
for networking in London, where hundreds of energy professionals gather to explore strategies to improve gender balance.
The seminar includes keynote speeches and panel discussions,
which are complemented by breakout sessions and soft skills
workshops in topics such as leadership, communications and
networking.

Can you help?
We need your industry
experience...
Volunteers with SPE London tell us
they get great personal satisfaction
from using their professional abilities and business acumen to
‘give something back’.
We’re looking for a few key new volunteers in 2015!
Volunteers are very welcome on all our committees; we are especially looking for skills for the ‘Conference’, and the ‘Continuing
Education’ committees. The Continuing Education (CE) committee
is particularly seeking volunteers with technical or event-organising experience, skills.
Please contact Kate McMillan for more details: katespe@aol.com

Consultant Listings
Ross McCartney: Expert evaluation of formation water and
produced water analyses for scale, well, and reservoir management.
www.oilfieldwaterservices.co.uk ross@oilfieldwaterservices.co.uk

EVENTS: Upcoming events 2015/16
6 October (SPE Aberdeen)
SPE Aberdeen 2nd Inwell Flow Surveillance & Control Seminar
Aberdeen Exhibition & Conference Centre
Keynote address: Dr Mohamed Noul-Mehidi
More information: Rodger and Co Tel: +44 (0)1224 495051

7 October (SPE Aberdeen)
YP Simplified Series present Risk Allocations and Claims.
Aberdeen Station Hotel (The Ballroom), Aberdeen
Free to attend – booking essential as places are limited.
More information: Rodger and Co Tel: +44 (0)1224 495051

13 October 2015 (SPE London)
Introduction to Management Consulting in Oil & Gas
The SPE Young Professionals London Section and the
Boston Consulting Group (BCG) are proud to invite you
to our 3rd annual event.
Limited places: REGISTER LINK.

27 October 2015 (SPE London)
Special SPE London evening: ‘Geomechanics - Quo Vadis?’
Geological Society, London
Discuss the future of the discipline of geomechanics
within E&P.
REGISTER LINK

28-29 October 2015 (SPE London)
The Geology of Geomechanics conference
Geological Society, London
Discuss the links between the geomechanical disciplines and
mainstream geology.
REGISTER LINK
ALSO: 28 October 2015 (SPE London)
Drinks Reception connected to the Geology of Geomechanics.
Lower library of the Geological Society, London
The launch will be opened by Andrew Gould, Chairman BGGroup and will begin at around 17.50 - 18.00.
Attendance on first-come, first-served basis (and space
permitting).

12 November 2015 (SPE London)
Introduction to Exploration & Production
Geological Society, London
The “Introduction to E&P” provides an ‘end-to-end’
introduction to oil and gas field developments led by
leading experts.
REGISTER LINK

SPE International Upcoming Web Events
Some online events scheduled for October 2015:
•
“Getting To Zero – The Road to Stavanger” - Asia
Pacific. Live Event on 10/05/2015 at 10:00 PM (EDT)
INFORMATION LINK
•
Smart Proxy Modeling for Numerical Reservoir
Simulations – Big Data Analytics in E&P. Live Event
on 10/06/2015 at 9:00 AM (EDT) INFORMATION LINK

Oleum Khaos Ltd: First quartile Petrophysics, 30+ years’ experience,
field studies, well planning, peer assist / review, project management.
+44 (0)1252 416396 info@oleumkhaos.com www. oleumkhaos.com
Alan Taylor: Reservoir engineering, simulation, well modelling for oil &
gas field development planning. Southern Reservoir Engineering Ltd.
ajt.sre@btinternet.com Mob: +44 (0)7785 544485 Dir: +44 (0)1305 751677
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SPE LONDON SPONSORS 2015:
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation, Dong Energy,
LGO Energy, OPC, Rock Flow Dynamics (RFD), SLR.
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SPE PEER-REVIEWED JOURNALS
SPE journals deliver knowledge of the highest technical integrity—
respected experts have reviewed each paper and have judged it to be technically significant.

Subscribe now at www.spe.org/authors/journal-coverage

Get the latest information related to your technical discipline delivered to you online.

MARCH 2012

Vol. 27 // No. 1
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• Horizontal/directional drilling
• Drilling ﬂuids
• Bit technology
• Sand control
• Perforating
• Cementing
• Well control
• Completions

SP E P RODUC T ION & OP ER AT IONS

SP E DRILLING & COMP L E T ION

An Official Publication of the Society of Petroleum Engineers
www.spe.org/journals

SPE Drilling & Completion
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COMPLETION
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Unconventional
Environmental Challenges

Journal of Canadian
Petroleum Technology
•
•
•
•
•

Heavy oil/oil sands
Thermal recovery/SAGD
Unconventional gas (CBM, shale)
Improved recovery/mature ﬁelds
Technology focused on Canada
with applications around the world

Published in January, March,
May, July, September, November
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SPE JOURNAL

MARCH 2012
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JOURNAL OF CANADIAN PETROLEUM TECHNOLOGY

An Official Publication of the Society of Petroleum Engineers

www.spe.org/journals

FEBRUARY 2012
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Acidizing
Artiﬁcial lift
Chemical treatment
Downhole equipment
Formation damage
control

•
•
•
•
•

Hydraulic fracturing
Multiphase ﬂow
Production logging
Well stimulation
Workovers

Published in February, May, August, November
www.spe.org/journals
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SPE & ENGINEERING
RESERVOIR EVALUATION
FEBRUARY 2012

Vol. 15 // No. 1

SPE Reservoir Evaluation & Engineering
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reservoir characterization
Geology/geophysics
Petrophysics
Geostatistics
Core analysis
Well logging and testing
Reservoir management

• Enhanced recovery
mechanisms
• PVT analysis
• Fluid mechanics
• Performance prediction
• Reservoir simulation

An Official Publication of the Society of Petroleum Engineers

www.spe.org/journals

12Feb_REE_Cvr.indd 1
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Published in February, May, August, November

SP E JOURN A L

SPE Journal

SPE Economics & Management

• Fundamental research papers
across all disciplines
• Numerical studies
• Theoretical analysis
• Laboratory and ﬁeld research
• Emerging concepts

• Business side of
petroleum engineering
• Petroleum economics
• Resource/reserve
evaluation
• Portfolio/asset
management
• Risk assessment

Research and Theoretical Aspects of E&P

Vol. 17 // No. 1

Published in February, April, June, August,
October, December

An Official Publication of the Society of Petroleum Engineers
www.spe.org/journals

SPE Production & Operations
•
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•

An Official Publication of the Society of Petroleum Engineers

12Feb_SPEPO_Cvr.indd 1

F E B R UA RY 2 012 // VOLUME 15, NUMBER 1

JA n uA r y 2 012 V O l u m e 51 // n u m b e r 1

In This Issue:
Enhanced
Recovery Techniques
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SPE &PRODUCTION
OPERATIONS

• Systems modeling/
forecasting
• Benchmarking/
performance indicators
• Strategic decision
making
• Information/knowledge
management

Published in January, April, July, October

OTHER PERIODICALS
JOURNAL OF PETROLEUM TECHNOLOGY • www.jptonline.org

JUNE 2012
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Coiled Tubing
Applications
Well Stimulation
Wellbore Tubulars
EOR Operations

FEATURES

Challenges for Earth
Resources Engineering
Young Technology
Showcase
Reducing Heavy Oil
Emissions, Costs

JOURNAL OF PETROLEUM TECHNOLOGY

Illuminating
Saudi Reservoirs

Journal of Petroleum Technology
is SPE’s ﬂagship magazine for members
and anyone interested in petroleum
technology. Each issue includes three to
four technical topics featuring some of
the best papers from SPE conferences
over the prior year. These papers are
selected by the Editorial Board, rather
than through peer review.
Published monthly in print and online
at JPTOnline.org
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Oil and Gas Facilities
Vol. 1 No. 2 | April 2012

Decommissioning
in the Gulf of Mexico
Planning for Initial
Startup Success
Learning the
Language of
Subsurface

An Official Publication of the Society of Petroleum Engineers
www.spe.org

is a magazine featuring:
• timely reports on the projects,
systems, and technologies of
facilities engineering
• special guest columns
• peer-reviewed technical papers
• and more
Published in February, April, June, August,
October, December
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