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	The UN Framework Classification (UNFC) of Resources

 “The UN Framework Classification (UNFC) and Efforts to Develop a Common Global System for Reporting Fossil Energy and Mineral Resources" 

Abstract: 
Numerous systems for classifying and reporting fossil energy and mineral resources and reserves are in practice worldwide. In an increasingly globalized and integrated world, this semantic diversity of terminology hampers information flow, increases confusion, and makes compilation and analysis difficult for governments, corporations, shareholders, and other stakeholders.  There is increasing interest in the development of a common global code to serve financial markets, business processes, international energy studies, and effective resource management.  One possible solution is creation of a harmonized code using the UN Framework Classification (UNFC) as the basis.  Directed by the UN Economic and Social Council, the UNECE has convened a Group of Experts,to adapt the UNFC to other classification systems. The speakers will discuss the need for on common system, provide an overview of the UNFC and its structure, and describe the work of the Group of Experts and the status of the on-going efforts to create a harmonized code. 

Clark Talkington is an Economic Affairs Officer with the Sustainable Energy Division of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe in Geneva, Switzerland. At the UNECE, Clark is responsible for the Commission’s work on the UN Framework Classification on Fossil Energy and Mineral Resources. Before joining the UNECE in August 2005, Clark managed the US Environmental Protection Agency’s Coalbed Methane Outreach Program in Washington, DC where he worked closely with the global coal industry to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and capture and use natural gas emitted from the mines.  His background also includes stints in management consulting and in regional government focusing on energy and environmental issues.  Clark has an undergraduate degree from Texas A&M University and a Masters of Public Policy degree from the University of Texas at Austin.   

Per Blystad, graduated in geology from University of Bergen 1978 and worked at Archeological Museum Stavanger in a multidisciplinary project. In 1984 he joined the Norwegian Petroleum Directorate (NPD), primarily in exploration. In 1991 he became project coordinator responsible for NPD’s international projects in cooperation with the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (NORAD). From 1997 to 1999 he worked as project coordinator for CCOP (Coordinating Committee for Offshore Geoscience Programmes in East and Southeast Asia). From 1999 he joined the NPD Resource Analysis Team with focus upon resource classification, reporting and resource analyses. Later he also joined the Resource Assessment Team with focus upon undiscovered resources. Since 2001 he has been part of the United Nations Ad Hoc Group of Experts for Harmonization of Reserves/Resources Classification and has served as coordinator for the Petroleum Group. He has published several papers on nomenclature, resource analysis and classification. 



	


