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SOCIETY OF PETROLEUM ENGINEERS (SPE), INC. 
BYLAWS 
DELTA SECTION 
ARTICLE I
Name
The name of this Section shall be the Delta Section of the Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPE), Inc.

ARTICLE II 
Purpose
The goals of the Delta Section are to:

- Increase technical knowledge of the members.

- Enhance professionalism among the members.

- Encourage fellowship and free exchange of ideas among the members.

- Encourage participation in the SPE.

- Educate the public regarding petroleum engineering.

- Improve the public image of petroleum engineers and the petroleum industry.

- Promote petroleum engineering to high school and college students.

ARTICLE III

 
Jurisdiction
The jurisdiction of this Section will encompass the following parishes in the State of Louisiana
	Ascension
	Lafourche
	St. Bernard
	St. John the Baptist

	Assumption
	Livingston
	St. Charles
	St. Mary
	Terrebonne

	East Feliciana  
	Orleans
	St. Helena
	St. Tammany
	Washington

	Jefferson
	Plaquemines
	St. James
	Tangipahoa
	West Feliciana


ARTICLE IV

Address

The central and business address of this Section shall be PO Box 52737, New Orleans, Louisiana 70152.

ARTICLE V

Membership

The membership shall consist of all Members and Student Members of SPE in good standing and who have selected the Delta Section.

ARTICLE VI 


Section Budgeting

The expenses of this Section shall be met by any revenue producing activities that are consistent with the goals of the Section.  Some expenses may be funded by awards from SPE International.  All expenses will be approved by the Section's Directors.  At the beginning of each Fiscal Year, the Treasurer will prepare an annual budget that will reflect the priorities and resources of the Section.  This budget shall be approved by a majority of a quorum of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VII 


Dues

None

ARTICLE VIII 


Officers

The Officers of this Section shall consist of a Chair, a Program Chair (First Vice Chair), a Membership Chair (Second Vice Chair), a Secretary, a Treasurer, YP Chair, and a Past Chair. These officers shall be selected according to the provisions of Article XII and shall take office at the first meeting of the program year.

ARTICLE IX

Board of Directors

The Board of Directors of this Section shall consist of 15 members constituted as follows:

· The Section Chair (Chair), Program Chair, Membership Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, YP Chair, and immediate Past Chair are ex officio members of the Board of Directors; and

· Eight Directors to be elected by the vote of the membership, four Directors to be elected each year for a term of two years, and to take office at the first meeting of the program year.
·  The 15 Members of the Board of Directors shall constitute the Voting Members of the Board of Directors.

A quorum shall consist of eight (8) Voting Members and, when a quorum is present (either in person or by videoconference or teleconference), matters coming before the Board may be determined by a majority vote of those Voting Members present.  If a quorum is not present, the matter may not be decided until such time as there is a quorum.

ARTICLE X

Duties of the Officers and Directors

Duties of Officers


1.
The Chair shall preside at all meetings of this Section and the Board of Directors. The Chairman shall appoint all committees and perform all other duties that pertain to the direction of this Section. The Chair shall have full voting power as a member of the Board of Directors, and in the event of a tie vote, the issue shall be decided according to the vote of the Chair.


2.
The Program Chair (First Vice Chair) shall assist the Chair, and in the absence of the Chair will serve as the Chair. The Program Chair will coordinate activities with industry management to enhance support for the Section’s mission and programs.  This includes securing speakers and distinguished lecturers and arranging venues for general meetings. 


3.
The Membership Chair (Second Vice Chair) shall assist the Chair, and in the absence of the Chair and the Program Chair will serve as the Chair. The Membership Chair will maintain the membership rolls and statistics and shall coordinate programs to retain existing members and recruit new members. 


4.
The Secretary shall record the proceedings of all meetings of the Board of Directors.  The Secretary shall be primarily responsible for all correspondence.


5.
The Treasurer shall receive and disburse money received by this Section and shall prepare the annual budget.  The Treasurer shall present a summary of the complete financial affairs of this Section every year at the earliest date practicable and shall submit all financial reports required by SPE International.

6.
The immediate Past Chair shall serve as the Chair of the Section Nominating Committee, coordinate all other nominations and awards, and perform special projects as assigned by the Chair.


7.   The YP Chair, in addition to leading the SPE-Delta YP Program, will serve as voting member of the Delta Section and as Liaison between the Delta Board and the YP Program including any other duties as specified in this document.

It shall be the duty of the Board of Directors to approve the annual budget, to formulate the policies of this Section, and to conduct the business of this Section. 

If any vacancy shall occur in any office of this Section, it shall be filled in the following manner.

There is hereby established a suggested line of succession to be used where vacancies occur in any office of this Section prior to expiration of the term of office, viz:

· First Vice Chair (Program Chair)

· Second Vice Chair (Membership Chair)
· Secretary

· Treasurer
The suggested line of succession may be discussed and altered by the Board of Directors after considering such factors as the interests of those affected and the logic and timing of the moves.

If any vacancy shall occur in the Board of Directors, then, by majority vote of the remaining Directors, there shall be selected from the membership a person to fill such vacancy, and the person so selected shall serve out the remainder of the term of the person he replaced.

ARTICLE XI

Financial Accounts
Accounts payable by this Section shall be reviewed and approved by the Treasurer or such other person as the Chairman shall designate.  When such bills are so reviewed and approved, they shall be presented to the Treasurer who shall pay same by check (signed by the Treasurer and one other authorized Board Member) drawn on the account of the Section.

ARTICLE XII

Nominating Committee and Election of Officers and Directors

 The Nominating Committee shall be constituted as follows:
· The immediate Past Chair shall be Chair of the Nominating Committee.

· The two Past Chairs who served as the Chair just prior to the immediate Past Chair shall be members of the Nominating Committee.

· The two Past Chairs of the Young Professionals will serve as members on the nominating committee.

· The Chair of the Nominating Committee may appoint up to two other members to the Nominating Committee.

· If any or all of the past Chairs are not available, the Section Chair, with the approval of the Board of Directors, will appoint the necessary substitutes.

1. The immediate Past Chair shall Chair the Nominating Committee annually which will nominate one candidate each for the positions of Delta Section Chair, 1St Vice Chair, aka Program Chair, 2nd Vice Chair, aka, Membership Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, Young Professional Chair, and the necessary Section Directors for the next term. 

2. All nominees of the Nominating Committee as reported to the Section in the December newsletter, shall stand as elected unless Section members nominate additional candidates by January 15th. 

3. Additional nominations for one or more of the elected positions for which nominations were reported shall be submitted to the Board.

a. All nominees must meet the qualifications for Section membership in Article V of the Delta Section Bylaws.

b. Nominations must be made by petition from 25 active members of the Section.  Such petitions must be received by the Section’s Chair no later than January 15th. 

c. Nominations for all contested positions shall be published in the February issue of the Section’s newsletter. 

4. If an election is necessary, it shall occur annually in the month of April.  All active members of the Section will be notified in the Section’s April newsletter and advised of the upcoming vote which may occur electronically or at a general meeting/special meeting called identifying the location, date, and time.  

5. Nominees for each contested position receiving the majority of votes shall be declared elected by the Board. In the event of a contested election for Directors, the candidates receiving the highest number of votes shall be declared elected by the Board.

6. In the May newsletter the Officers and Section Directors of the Delta Section Board will be announced. 
ARTICLE XIII

Adoption and Amendment of Bylaws

The Board of Directors may propose amendments to these Bylaws.  The Membership will be notified of any such proposed changes.  The changes to the Bylaws will be adopted if no objections are received within one month of the notification.

ARTICLE XIV 
Meetings
· General Meetings
The Program Chair will lead a Program Committee consisting of Section Members to plan and implement general meetings.  The purpose of these meetings is to disseminate technical information and general information regarding the petroleum industry to the Members. Meeting times will be provided to all Section Members (either by letter, newsletter, telephone, or E-mail) no later than one week prior to the meeting.
The Program Committee will endeavor to present a twelve-month preliminary plan of regular meetings including dates, topics, and potential speakers at the September Board Meeting and any revisions to the plan at subsequent Board Meetings.  If any Board Member takes exception to a proposed meeting, an affirmative vote of 2/3 of the Board Members present will be required for the meeting to proceed.  If a change is required within one month of the scheduled meeting, the Chairman or a Vice-Chairman may approve the meeting change.

· Technical Focus Group Meetings.
Technical Focus Group meetings (seminars, symposiums, etc.) with the expressed purpose of disseminating technical information to Members may be proposed by any Committee Member.  Meeting approval and notification is the same as that for general meetings.

· Non-Technical Meetings

Non-technical (social) meetings held to promote mutual acquaintances and fellowship may be proposed by any Board Member. Meeting approval and notification will be the same as that for general and technical meetings.

· Board of Directors Meetings

The Chairman will create a schedule for regular board meetings.  Meeting times will be provided to all board members (either by letter, newsletter, telephone, or E-mail) no later than one week prior to the meeting.

ARTICLE XV

Disposal of Funds on Dissolution

On the dissolution of this Section, all funds remaining after the payment of its debts shall be turned over to and paid to the Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPE), Inc., unless such corporation shall be nonexistent or shall be in dissolution, in which event the funds shall be turned over to some other organization exempted under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954. This article of the bylaws is not amendable during the existence of this Section.

ARTICLE XVI

Parliamentary Authority

Meetings of the Board of Directors will generally be informal.  Robert's Rules of Order will be used if requested by any Board Member during a meeting.
ARTICLE XVII

Officer Indemnification
The Society shall indemnify any present or former Officer against all expenses, judgments, liabilities, fines, and costs of settlement imposed upon or reasonably incurred by such Officer in connection with any claim or lawsuit imposed by reason of said Officer having been an Officer to the full extent permitted by respective national laws.  Determination of reasonableness shall be made by officers of the Society.
ARTICLE XVIII

Logo Policy

Use of the Society of Petroleum Engineers name including the acronym SPE, and its logo is governed by this policy and the Graphics Standard Guide.  This policy additionally pertains to all corporate subsidiaries of SPE.  The SPE name and mark is trademarked globally.  Unauthorized use is subject to legal action. 

Approvals 
SPE members and staff must use the official SPE International logo or approved variations thereof (see SPE Graphics Standards) in the conduct of Board-approved SPE programs.  This includes all official SPE entities (such as national or regional councils, geographic sections, technical sections, student chapters, and online communities).  The logo may not be used in any programs or activities not sanctioned by the SPE International Board of Directors.

SPE entities may not use, or authorize the use of, the SPE name or logo in connection with the following activities without obtaining approval from the SPE International Board of Directors: 

1. Any event organized with a commercial or not-for-profit meeting organizer; 

2. Any event done in partnership or association with commercial or not-for-profit entities; 

3. Any event marketed or promoted to individuals or members outside the jurisdiction of the SPE entity; or

4. Any publication (print or electronic) involving an organization other than SPE. 

Board approval of any joint venture, such as a joint meeting or publication, will serve as the approval of use of the SPE name and logo within the terms of the joint-venture agreement.  Separate board approval of logo use is not required. 

Standards for Display 
The SPE logo may be annotated to signify the role of a particular section, student chapter, or other SPE entity in administering an SPE program or activity.  See SPE Graphic Standards, which also addresses permissible colors and fonts. (http://www.spe.org/about/docs/graphicstandards.pdf) 

Use by Individual Members 

SPE members may use the SPE Member Icon (http://www.spe.org/members/benefits.php), which incorporates the SPE logo, on email signatures, online profiles, and resumes or business cards to signify their membership in SPE.  The SPE Member Icon is an SPE member benefit and may not be shared with others who are not SPE members.  The Member Icon may not be used in a manner to imply SPE endorsement of any individual, product, or service.

Compliance with Other SPE Policies 

Beyond this general policy, use of the SPE name and/or logo must be in compliance with any conditions set forth in other SPE policies as found at http://www.spe.org/about/guidelines.php, including the following: 

· Meetings Policy 

· Guidelines for Section Websites 

· Publications Policy 

· Policy on Intersociety Cooperation

No individual SPE member or group of SPE members (section, student chapter, council, etc.) may authorize use of the SPE name or logo by another organization for any activity that is not in compliance with this Policy on Using the SPE Name and Logo.
ARTICLE XIX

Anti-Trust Compliance Policy
The Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPE), Inc. is a professional organization formed to collect, disseminate, and exchange technical knowledge concerning the exploration, development and production of oil and gas resources, and related technologies for the public benefit; and to provide opportunities for professionals to enhance their technical and professional competence.

In carrying out these objectives, it is SPE's firm and resolute policy, to which no exception is made, that all SPE activities shall be conducted in strict conformity with applicable antitrust laws.  SPE will not condone any violation of its policy in this regard, and any member or employee who violates such policy will be subject to expulsion or discharge from SPE.  The above stated purposes of the SPE also serve the goal of promoting competition.  To this end, and to the end

Of avoiding violation of the antitrust laws, SPE has adopted an Antitrust Compliance Policy that specifically requires observance of the following principles.
1. Matters Involving Prices and Terms of Competition

(a) No SPE activity shall be used as a means for effecting or discussing any understanding or agreement, written or oral, formal or informal, expressed or implied, among competitors or potential competitors with regard to such competitors' prices, terms and conditions of sale or purchase, marketing, distribution, production, consumption, market territories, or customers.

(b) No effort will be made by any SPE body or member on behalf of SPE to collect information from or disseminate information to SPE members concerning prices, terms and conditions of sale or purchase, marketing, distribution, production, consumption, market territories, or customers, without prior clearance from the SPE Finance & Administration Committee.  In any event, no such effort will be made in regard to future or planned prices, terms and conditions of sale or purchase, marketing, distribution, production, consumption, market territories, or customers of members' services or products.

2. Matters Affecting Participation

(a) No SPE activity shall be used as a means for effecting or discussing any understanding or agreement, written or oral, formal or informal, expressed or implied, to boycott or to exclude from competition any person, company, or other legal entity.

(b) No person shall be unreasonably excluded from participating in SPE activities.  Efforts will be made to ensure that interested persons will have access to SPE activities.

3. Suggestion of Standards

(a) No effort will be made by any SPE body or members on behalf of SPE to formulate any recommended industry standards without prior clearance from the SPE Finance & Administration Committee.

(b) All industry standards recommended by SPE will be nonbinding suggestions of the SPE only, and no sanctions will be imposed by SPE for noncompliance with or failure to adopt such standards.  Each member of SPE is expected to exercise independent judgment in using or not using the standards suggested by SPE.

(c) All industry standards recommended by SPE will be fair and equitable, will be in the public interest rather than any narrow or partisan interests of any SPE member(s), and will be adopted only after a full opportunity to comment on the proposed standards has been afforded to all interested persons.

4. Fairness of SPE Activities

All activities of SPE are to be conducted fairly, responsibly, and in good faith, and with the intent, purpose, and effect of furthering the above stated purposes and goals of the SPE.  To ensure compliance with this antitrust compliance policy, the member in charge (usually the chairperson) of any meeting of an SPE body should normally endeavor to prepare and distribute, in advance, an agenda for the meeting and to prepare summary minutes of the meeting, copies of which should be sent to the SPE Executive Director.  For any matters to be considered which are outside the scope of that body's normal activity, a written agenda for the meeting of that body must be prepared and mailed in advance to the members of the body and to the members of the SPE Finance & Administration Committee.  Any SPE body or member has any questions or concerns regarding the propriety of any activity being conducted by or on behalf of SPE in light of this Antitrust Compliance Policy is encouraged to contact the SPE Executive Director.  It is the intent and policy of SPE to encourage such inquiries so that compliance to this policy may be ensured.

5. Public Interface/Political

The SPE Board of Directors, as the policy-making and governing body of the Society of Petroleum Engineers, has endorsed participation by SPE members, sections and committees in programs that seek to enhance the public's understanding of the technical and economic issues that are involved in the exploration, drilling, and production segments of the oil, natural gas, and related energy industries.  However, caution should be exercised by SPE members participating in these programs that no impression of attempting to influence legislation exists.  Laws in countries where SPE sections operate govern section activities in such countries.  As a practice, no section or committee of SPE should undertake programs of a public or national policy nature without first advising the SPE Board of Directors.  Laws and regulations governing public information programs change frequently, and the SPE Board, which has responsibility for actions of all SPE units, including sections and committees, is the only SPE body authorized to approve programs in the public policy area. 
