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Physics and fantasy careers
Did you know what kind of work you wanted to do when you were eight years old? Or do you
remember how old you were when you made the deliberate choice to work in energy? I don’t
think I knew, at the age of eight, what I wanted to do as an adult. Or perhaps I just don’t
remember. I do remember that when I was twelve, I wanted to be a journalist. When I was
sixteen, I wanted to be a hotel or restaurant manager. Eventually I opted to study Political
Science and by chance came to work in the energy industry, at the age of twenty-five. Then, I
made a deliberate choice to stay.
The reason I think of this, is that all children in my eight year old son’s class were asked to create
a photo of themselves holding a piece of paper with their dream job written on it. We all got the
collage of twenty-six children with more and less expected fantasy careers. From professional
soccer players (one Ajax, one undefined) to detective and from teacher to writer.
Studying all these dream jobs, highlighted something that I think we all know, but which had
never been so apparent in my own life. It is that working in energy does not have the visibility
as other jobs and that probably no eight year old will have energy professional as their dream
job. The dream jobs of the eight year olds had gone beyond the policeman - fireman – doctor
spectrum, but with just two or three exceptions did not include anything related to science,
technology, engineering or math.
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My message here is not a sad one. On the contrary. If I look at the many stories in this bulletin
and knowing many people in the industry, you can enter the industry in your twenties and stay
for a long time.

Programme

I hope you enjoy reading about a selection of our 2018-2019 activities and the contributions of
our columnists. Our new season – which marks SPE NL’s sixtieth birthday – is kicking off and I
look forward to seeing many of you at one of our upcoming events.

9 September 2019

SPE/DL

Vulnerability and Management of Water
Injectors

A final word on fantasy careers. A lot can happen before you have to choose what to study of
course. Creating awareness about the world of energy can never hurt though. SPE has great
materials that can support a guest lecture at elementary or secondary schools.

Kazeem A. Lawal
FIRST E&P
Development
Company Limited

14 October 2019

SPE

‘De-Bugging’ your Production System
The use of DNA Analysis to Mitigate Souring,
Corrosion and Bio-fouling Caused by Microbes

Willem J. van Strien
SGS Subsurface
Consultancy

11 November 2019

SPE

Artificial Intelligence in Oil & Gas: from super
human performance in games to augmented
decision making in the real world

Norbert Dolle
White Space Energy

9 December 2019

SPE/DL

Using Advanced Geomechanical Analysis to
Define Practical Cut-offs for Sand Management
Decisions

Abbas Khaksar
Baker Hughes, a
GE Company

13 January 2020

SPE/DL

Production Optimisation of Conventional and
Unconventional Wells with ESP Real Time Data

Lawrence Camilleri
Schlumberger

10 February 2020

SPE

How the Netherlands quakes? Modelling
improves our understanding

Thibault Candela
TNO

And my son? He wrote down “researcher” as his dream job. He didn’t think it necessary to
specify what he wants to research. “Just researcher,” he commented. Looking at his curiosity,
his imagination and what he builds with Lego, I can see a researcher in him. And who knows - it
could be in geosciences. I’ll ask again in a year.
Femke Perlot-Hoogeveen
SPE NL Chair 2019-2020
spe.nl.chair@gmail.com
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Energy in the Netherlands 2019
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Recap March Joint SPE/DPS Lecture
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The spring SPE NL Monthly meeting series started
with a joint lecture between SPE NL and DSP. That
meant this month’s lecture had a bit of a twist in
comparison to the usual petroleum engineering topics
that are covered. It was a great opportunity for SPE
NL to have members of the Dutch Petrophysical
Society attend. The lecture covered the fundamental
controls of hydrocarbon saturation by discussing the
occurrence of perched oil-water-contacts. Perched
OWC often result in problems and these are usually
underestimated. Hydrocarbon volume estimation along
with permeability, saturation heights, free fluid levels
and hydraulic communication all have an impact in
determining the recoverable reserves of an oil field.

I enjoy attending the monthly meeting because it enables
me to learn about complex topics. The enthusiasm of the
speakers makes it interesting and makes me eager to start
my career in the E&P industry. Iulian’s enthusiasm made it
a captivating lecture for me.
Tess Oude Essink

Iulian lecture focused on the application of modelling
perched contacts to provided us with a better
understand what leads to different free-water levels and
what controls them. I was surprised to hear that often
perching effects are not noticed in low permeability
rocks. Here Iulian discussed the relevance of stress
correlations. Often saturation height models do not
necessarily need to be corrected for stress conditions.
Iulian is a passionate character and the audience made
sure to pose difficult questions which resulted in a
lengthy discussion and debate about avoiding applying
the Juhasz stress correction.

Heat
Feedstock
Mobility
Electricity

1) Emissieregistratie 2016
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Recap April Lecture

Recap May Lecture

EOR from Micro-Scale
to Field Implementation –
Torsten Clemens

Transition to CO2: Denis Voskov
(TU Delft) and Filip Neele (TNO)

It was again a great opportunity to attend the SPE
monthly meeting on the 8th of April 2019 at the Carlton
Ambassador Hotel in The Hague. Just like every meeting
we started of with the social hour during which everyone
had the opportunity to have some nice drinks and to catch
up with each other or meet new people from the industry.
This is always a very nice opportunity to catch up with
some classmates as well, as we don’t see each other that
often anymore.
After this social hour we attended the presentation of
Torsten Clemens about ‘Enhanced Oil Recovery from
Micro-Scale to Field Implementation’, in which he
especially focused on polymer injection. Enhanced
oil recovery (EOR) methods are used to increase
oil production, however the use of these methods is
challenging and complicated. Torsten gave us a brief
explanation on what steps should be taken by companies

to do pilot testing, prior to implementing polymer injection
and EOR methods in general. From this lecture it became
clear a lot of detailed screening and experiments should
be done to find out the field properties and find out the
most appropriate field for the pilot test. Also we got an
explanation on how the injectivities and recovery factor
are simulated and optimized. The lecture ended with some
final questions and all in all it was a very interesting hour.
After the lecture we had a very nice dinner with everyone
who attended the SPE monthly lecture. With a full plate of
good food and nice glass of wine we had even more time
to catch up or to exchange business cards. The monthly
meeting was again a great success and I’m looking forward
to the next one.
Caroline Zaal

Filip Neele
On a sunny spring evening with the onset of the summer
brewing in the air, keeping up with the tradition, the
student chapters of Delft and Amsterdam organised the
monthly meeting in May. The topic and format were
designed by the student representatives which was
obtained through feedback from their student members.
This therefore serves as an indication of how the future
generation of engineers and SPE members view the
industry, a reflection of their interests and foreseen
challenges they would like to learn about.
The theme, A Transition to CO2, was not surprisingly
chosen reflecting the current “hot” topics being pursued
in academia as well as in industry with challenges
a-plenty. The students decided to shake up the traditional
single speaker format by inviting two very distinguished
speakers; Dr. Denis Voskov associate professor at the TU
Delft and Dr. Filip Neele senior scientist at TNO to talk
about the motivation, need and technological challenges
associated with a transition to CO2 neutral energy
generation particularly in the context of the Netherlands.
The first presentation by Dr. Voskov focussed on the
behaviour and migration of CO2 in large scale aquifers. He
touched upon reservoir simulation challenges to correctly
predict the flow of CO2 in particularly saline aquifers
from a storage perspective. While the Co2 storage capacity
in saline aquifers in the Netherlands may be limited,
countries such as Norway and UK have tremendous
storage capacity potential. Dr. Voskov touched upon
various challenges associated with discrepancies in the
time and length scales for different physical phenomena
occurring concurrently in the subsurface and presented
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Denis Voskov
a vision for potential solutions to tackle these challenges.
The aim of course being, more accurate predictions can
enable a faster and efficient transition to CO2 neutral
energy.
The second presentation by Dr. Neele started off with
a clarification on why the world needs CCS. Dr. Neele
elucidated on the role CSS can play to rapidly decrease
emissions especially for some large emitting industries
and how there is no alternative to CCS in this regard. The
second half of Dr. Neele’s presentation focussed on CCS
development in the Netherlands. He provided a high-level
overview of ongoing initiative both from a governmental
perspective as well as an innovation and technology
perspective. He provided insights into the different project
initiatives being executed in the CCS domain and some of
the criteria as well as how options such new development
vs re-use of existing facilities is being accounted for in
the development of CCS projects in the Netherlands. He
also briefly touched upon the challenges associated with
offshore CO2 storage from a technological viewpoint as
well as a regulatory standpoint.
After a lively round of questions posed to both the speakers
as usual the attendees continued their discussions and
debates motivated by the presentations during dinner.
With many students in attendance for this event it was the
highest attended monthly meeting for the year 2018-2019!
Well done to the organising student chapters for another
successful event and looking forward to another student
organised event in the next cycle!
RMF
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Recap Joint SPE/PGK Annual Lecture and BBQ

Subsurface in Transition
An annual joint lecture is hosted by SPE Netherlands Section
& the Petroleum Geologische Kring (PGK) every summer
to round-off the busy SPE activity season. The evening
started with a drink’s reception at the beautiful seaside
restaurant Oscars. This was quite a change from our usual
formal, Carlton Hotel venue. The atmosphere was relaxed as
everyone gathered outside in the fabulous summer sunshine.
It was a fantastic opportunity for all petroleum industry
related professionals to meet and connect. The topics of
this evening’s lectures were perfectly summarized by the
title ‘Subsurface in Transition’, which has been a topic we
have heard mentioned throughout this year’s SPE monthly
lecturing series.
Bert de Wijn kicked-off the evening lecture session. He
is a retired chief geologist at Wintershall Noordzee. Bert
discussed the importance of implementing hydrocarbon
industry methods developed for interpreting collected data
during drilling and production, in geothermal projects. He
highlighted the comparable risks associated with gas presence
in formation fluids and groundwater, in both oil & gas wells
and geothermal wells. He emphasized that applying these
methods would result in an increased awareness of potential
problems and help better predict the potential production of
unwanted by-products during operations which can lead to
lower costs.
Second speaker, Eilard Hoogerduijn Strating, another
geologist, is currently part of a team in NAM/SHELL that
is shaping its changing role in the Energy Transition. He
particularly focused on the role of petroleum geoscientists
and engineers during the energy transition. This was clearly
on the mind of the audience as well, as when Eilard asked
a series of questions including; whether the audience feels

their job is affected by the energy transition and whether the
audience felt the energy transition is a change for the positive
or negative, to which both answered roughly 50% of the
audience agree the transition would affect their job but would
be a positive change. He briefly discussed that whilst much of
the future energy supply and demand picture is unclear it is
to be expected that interest in renewable/low CO2 footprint
energy systems will continue to be relevant even with a slight
change in focus.
Eilard’s closing message recapped that the energy transition
will demand expertise and ‘digitalization’. He noted that one
of the largest challenges faced today is keeping up with the
volumes of data collected and how we interpret all this data.
There may even be a potential for Artificial Intelligence to
develop to help keep up with the demand of processing these
large volumes of data. He himself is optimistic by nature and
gave the young professionals and students, such as myself,
an optimistic outlook on the upcoming energy transition.
However, he did remind the young professionals that to
strive during this transition they need to have a grounded
understanding of the basics, be innovative and become
‘digital savvy’!
The evening was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone as the
buzz and chatter continued throughout the evening. I look
forward to the upcoming SPE events starting again in
September and of course next year’s now long sought-after
summer BBQ event.
Tess Oude Essink
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YP on the road: Tom Postma
FOR STARTERS, CAN YOU TELL US A BIT ABOUT
WHO YOU ARE, WHAT YOU DID AND HOW
YOU ENDED UP DOING A PHD AT ONE OF THE
WORLD’S MOST PRESTIGIOUS UNIVERSITIES:
PRINCETON?
I’m Tom Postma, I started off with a bachelor’s in
chemical engineering before switching departments to
petroleum engineering. I conducted my master thesis
project with Prof. Jan-Dirk Jansen, on the triggering of
production-induced earthquakes in the Groningen gas
field. That project went quite well, and he suggested a PhD
as a career option. My first response a bit lukewarm – a
year prior I did a summer internship with Schlumberger
Drilling & Measurements in Romania, and even though
Ploiești is not exactly a new favourite holiday destination
I was quite keen on starting work in the oilfield after
graduating. Jan-Dirk assured me that programmes in
the US would be more dynamic than the Dutch ones, so I
decided I would just apply for a position at the two schools
that appealed to me the most and make an informed
decision if I got in.
Prof. Michael Celia of Princeton University saw something
in my application and offered me a position, and all of a
sudden, the prospect of moving to the US for five years
became a lot more concrete. I went on a week-long visit
to Princeton to get to know the place, which was totally
inspiring. I figured I’d take a chance and went for it – so
here I am!
SO, TELL US MORE, WHAT IS IT THAT YOU DO,
AND WHAT DO YOU HOPE TO ACHIEVE AT THE
END OF YOUR RESEARCH?
A PhD in the US also involves a year’s worth of courses,
spread out over the first two. I’m currently taking my last
one, a policy course on global environmental governance.
As for my research, I’m working on Carbon Capture and
Storage (CCS), specifically the numerical modelling of CCS
on the field scale with an emphasis on storage security. It’s
basically reservoir engineering, only with CO2 instead of
oil and a bit of geochemistry mixed in.
At this point, it is almost certain that CCS will play a vital
role in the energy transition. I hope that my research will
contribute some part to making CCS more effective, easier
to implement and more appealing to the public.
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YP on the road
ALTHOUGH YOU MOVED FROM UNIVERSITY
TO UNIVERSITY, A LOT MUST HAVE CHANGED
SINCE YOU LEFT THE DELFT CAMPUS. WHAT
ARE THE LARGEST DIFFERENCES BETWEEN
A UNIVERSITY IN THE NETHERLANDS AND IN
THE USA?
You’re right: it’s a totally different world, even though
I’m still technically a student. In the US, there is a real
campus culture. People identify with their university much
more than in Holland, where students are more likely to
characterize themselves based on the city they live in or the
student association they’re a member of. Undergraduate
students live in dorms on campus, take their meals in
dining halls, and compete in sports under their university’s
banner. People live and breathe Princeton, it’s quite
special to watch. Maybe it has something to do with how
selective they are – only about five percent of applicants
are admitted.
HOW DO YOU SEE THE ROLE OF THE
TRADITIONAL OIL AND GAS INDUSTRY IN THE
ENERGY TRANSITION, ESPECIALLY ON THE
TOPIC OF YOUR PHD, CO2 STORAGE?

OUTSIDE YOUR PHD, WHAT DO YOU DO IN
YOUR FREE TIME? DID YOU MAKE SOME
NICE TRIPS AROUND THE STATES ALREADY?
I’ve been lucky enough to have an enormous number
of friends from home come visit me in the past year
and a half, so there have been enough road trips big
and small to Philadelphia, New York, D.C., Boston
and even Montreal. I also have three great roommates
to cook for and hang out with, and having been a
coxswain in rowing for all my time as a student I
couldn’t help but get back into it – this year I joined
the men’s heavyweight varsity rowing team as an
assistant coach.
BEING FAR AWAY FROM HOME IS NOT
ALWAYS EASY, WHAT DO YOU DO OVER
THERE TO MAKE IT FEEL LIKE HOME?
Homesickness was indeed a bit of a problem,
especially in the beginning when you must build up

a new social network from scratch. Even though you
meet fun people to hang out with very quickly, it takes
a while for real friendships to develop, and until then
it can feel a bit lonely in the masses sometimes. It’s
also surprisingly weird to never speak Dutch! One
trick that I use time and time again to catch up with
friends back home is the ‘skypeborrel’, where we each
get a bottle of wine, some snacks and sit down for a
remote chill session that can go on for hours – it’s like
meeting up in a bar. The only downside is that the
six-hour time difference means that it usually ends
with the friend in question going to bed and me being
drunk by myself at 4:30 in the afternoon, but a little
daytime drinking never hurt anyone, right?
This topic is one of the longest running sections of
the SPE NL magazine and we would like to keep that
going, therefore we would like to ask you if you could
interview another YP working somewhere around
the globe for the next month’s edition of the SPE NL
bulletin?

We all want to transition to a carbon-free economy as
soon as we can, but the reality that we must appreciate
is that this process will take time – especially in large
developing economies like India and China. Until then, we
will rely at least partly on hydrocarbons, and CCS can be
a way of mitigating the negative consequences that result
from that necessity. I have no time for the blind idealism
of Greenpeace and the like, blocking CCS projects in
Rotterdam with bogus science because it ‘enables’ the fossil
fuel industry. Decarbonizing our economy is not happening
overnight, and we need to do everything in our power to
mitigate the adverse effects of the fuels we burn while we
make that transition. Pragmatism is what we need, not
moralistic complaining. Given the various actors in the
global climate system, how can we incentivise companies
and governments to act ‘green’, and make emission of
greenhouse gases the less attractive option? Does it take
a carbon tax? Subsidies on CCS projects? Government
investment in low-carbon technologies? These are
important, challenging questions that we need to answer
before it’s too late – and I wager it will be pragmatic types,
not blind idealists, who provide these answers.
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SPE SC Delft Activities
THE WELL ACADEMY
The Well Academy is one of the staple activities of the
SPE Student Chapter Delft. This 15th of march and
in previous years we have always been welcome for a
very educational day. The day started with lectures by
Nico van Spijker. During these lectures he gave us a
comprehensive, yet condensed course about the basics
of drilling. Here Nico combined the theory with many
interesting examples from his years of experience on
drilling rigs. After the lunch that was provided by the
Well Academy, there were more lectures to prepare us for
the simulator. Although we were told beforehand that a
gas kick would happen in the simulator, most of us were
surprised by how hectic the situation suddenly becomes.
After saving the simulated day, we got a last tour past
the drilling parts exhibited around the Well Academy.
Speaking to some of the other attending students on the
way back to Delft, I could notice the day left quite the
impression on them.

SPE SC Delft Activities
MAY LECTURE
On the 1st of May 2019, the SPE student chapter hosted a
very successful event with the PGK Young Professionals.
The evening consisted of an interesting lecture, some nice
drinks/networking and a few too many fire alarms. The
evening got underway in a slightly unorthodox fashion
with an impromptu building evacuation. I have to say
the speaker, Morgane Bizeray from Baker Hughes, did
a marvelous job of improvising whilst outside at the fire
assembly point. Upon returning inside, we managed to
find a long enough gap to get a very nice lecture on the uses
and difficulties associated with identifying fault zones from
borehole images. However before too long we were back
outside again with a second poorly timed alarm. Luckily a
few drinks and good company was on hand, so it wasn’t too
much of a hardship and we did manage to get back inside
before the supplies ran too low. I would like to thank the
PGK YP for hosting this event with us and look forward to
collaborating more in the future.

PETROBOWL REGIONAL QUALIFIERS
This year, we, three Ph.D. students (Rahul
Prabhakaran, Swej Shah and Kai Li) from Applied
Earth Science department of Civil Engineering and
Geosciences faculty, TUDelft, went to Krakow, Poland
for the Petrobowl qualifier competition on 10-11 April.
In total 18 teams from 18 universities in Europe
participated in the qualifier competition. 18 teams were
grouped into 9 in the first elimination round. 8 winning
teams with the highest scores after the first round were
for the quarterfinal, then the semi-final, the 3rd place
game and the final took place. In the end, only the top 3
teams were qualified for Petrobowl final competition in
Calgary, Canada in this September.

has gained much knowledge in the field of our study.
We made many friends with professors and students
from other universities there. We talked about each
other’s projects in an open way. Moreover, Krakow was
a lovely city to visit.
Lastly, we like to express our appreciation to SPE NL
and SPE TUDelft Student Chapter for their generous
support.
By: Kai Li, Ph.D. TUDelft

Our first opponent was team from university of
Aberdeen. Our hard-working preparation was paid
off. We won the game with a score of 70 verse
47. In quarterfinal, our opponent was team from
NTNU. It was really a challenging and tough game.
Unfortunately, we lose the game by 26 to 81. After
the games, we made a short report of suggestions on
how to improve the preparation for the competition.
This is aiming to help next year’s team with a better
performance. We wish success to next year.
In summary, we had a lot of fun in the competitions.
With this wonderful experience, every team member
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From The Archive | Robert Aalpol

There are more than 60.000 different kinds of trees on our
planet, all neatly subdivided in families, genera etc. What a
wealth to have so much diversity! And trees have so many
uses; for fuel, construction, to provide food and shade, or
just to build a cool hide out play house (with a rope ladder
of course). Most trees have different and/or several uses.
It would be good to know some of the basic trees in your
surrounding and learn a couple of names. Depending on
your interest you can learn as many as you like, or make a
simple subdivision; trees with needles (conifers) and trees
with leaves (Broad leaved trees). But that does not really
work for everyone. If your job or profession is involved
with trees, you might want to know a bit more detail. Your
job might depend on your knowledge of trees.
The moment that you want to get an inventory on trees it
is tempting to make another easy subdivision like; needle
trees for Christmas and needle-trees-that-better-stay-inthe-forest. Or; leaf trees that give nuts, leaf trees that give
fruit and leaf trees that leave you hungry. This subdivision
suits the average person, but not the people who have to
earn their daily living on trees. A lumberjack would judge
trees on difficult or easy trees, a woodworker will work with
specific wood from specific trees. A gardener might want to
select on growth rate or size, or bloom colour. Some trades
do not involve the wood but the bark, or the roots. The fruit
industry needs to know which species are more vulnerable
for heat/cold and diseases. A database that would address
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all these different traits would be most welcome, where all
involved can quickly check what they need.
A hypothetical world tree foundation requires an insight
and overview of tree use on planet earth, so they can
manage the needs and requirements of the human
population across the globe. To secure sustainability and
safety they need to understand tree use and thus require a
good database. Ok, no problem! Only 60.000 trees, so let’s
start cracking. What are the requirements?
• All people involved with tree products need to find their
way and be able to quickly find the most suitable tree to
suit their needs.
• The database needs to be easy to maintain, since new
species are discovered or developed
• It needs to be easy to use, so people who don’t know
Latin, still find their specific tree
• …oh yes, trees change during the year, so we require a
subdivision on the seasonal usability (Christmas, bloom,
fruit)
• Wait a minute….some trees can’t be used because they
are endangered, but write down the uses anyway, make a
note of that.
• Ah, it requires a multi lingual interface so everybody in
the world can read it
• Sorry, budget is limited, no money for an assistant for
this project

From The Archive | Robert Aalpol

At this point, the database manager understands that he is
being asked to rebuild Wikipedia for trees, on his own. A
noble task, but senseless.
What would make sense is to have more dedicated
databases for woodworkers (hardness, coloring) and
fruit growers. A simple app for the lumberjack to tell
him a tree is ready to be cut down! But these dedicated
databases already exist, on the internet, on paper and in
the mind. So why do we need an integrated tree database?
Why would the bark harvester in the field require a
database to tell him what he has already learned from
his tutor and ancestors? By experience the woodworker
works his craft with walnut wood, carves the hard wood
with love and bends the flexible species.
An integrated database for all tree workers sounds like
a good idea, but is it really what they want or need? A
common misconception is that a database is a necessity
to capture experience and represent knowledge. A regular
database cannot capture experience, the delicate little
differences, nor the sound of the cracking wood. The
requirements for such database are just too diverse… A
“good” database would require a lifetime of work of a 1000
traits and a thorough understanding of 60.000 different
trees and everything that these trees have brought us in the
past 2 million years.

In the E&P, the databases are manifold, diverse and
changing by the day. Spreadsheets and paper archives
full of wisdom, experience and lessons learned (or not).
Pdf’s and old 2-D seismic, written water sampling notes,
indications on palynology, contradicting poro-perm
reports. Changing log mnemonics from Welex to the BH (a
GE-Company), bit providers. Even the geological surveys
changing their standards once in a while, so the well tops
have to be adjusted. There is no wrong or right here,
just progress and trying to capture the past, which fades
incredibly fast.
And still somehow, some people believe that this can
all be easily captured in a smart database. Although
the E&P is one of the biggest, richest, and technically
advanced businesses on earth (compared to the tree
crafters) there is no database that truly captures the
needs of both management and the technical staff. Data
acquisition, interpretation and archiving is key, but
almost impossible to capture in databases. Facts are
stored, but not the how’s? and why’s? Human minds
switch faster than any computer A.I. A simple musing of
a specialist might be crucial but can never be captured in
a database. Sorry for that…
So for the new bunch of managers: Good luck!
RA
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SPE SC Amsterdam
The past year our chapter has again organized several
activities for our members. Due to the deteriorating view
towards the oil and gas industry in the Netherlands it
becomes more difficult to motivate enough students to
attend these events. In cooperation with the student
association GeoVUsie we tried to reach out to more
students, with moderate success. The average attendance
of the activities of this year was around 20 students, which
is quite decent if you take in account that our chapter only
exists of 23 members.
In May we organized an excursion to the Well Academy
in Amersfoort. This activity was well received by our
members. For most of our students the information
we were given here was a great addition to the subjects
covered by our study. Personally, I found it quite
interesting to explore the more technical side of oil and gas
exploration. We will most definitely organize this excursion
again next year.

At the monthly meetings of SPE NL we noticed that a lot of
the presentations given were too technical for our student
members to understand. To ensure that our members
could understand and wanted to attend the lectures, we
organized lectures which were not so technical as those at
the monthly meeting.
We had a lecture given by Susan Morrice, who talked
about the importance of attitude during her search for oil
in Belize. Another lecture was given by Dominic Bagho, he
talked about the political struggles in the South Sudan oil
production.
This past year our focus was mainly on organizing activities
and lectures which are not already covered by the student
association GeoVUsie, because most of our members are
also enlisted here, and which are not too technical. We
managed to succeed in this aspect and we see that the
attendance is quite decent to all our activities. We hope to
carry this on during the coming year.

▪
▪
▪
▪
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Group picture of the visit to the Well Academy

2019 SPE Award Winners

Regional Service Award:
Quirinius van Dorp, SPE NL
Regional Young Member
Outstanding Service Award:
Ayla Reerink, SPE NL
Regional Production and
Operations Award:
Stefan Belfroid, TNO
Regional Reservoir Description
and Dynamics Award:
Jeroen Vink, Shell
Regional Health, Safety,
Security, Environment and Social
Responsibility Award:
Jop Groeneweg, Leiden Univerist
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Column | Kees
You need not be a seismic interpreter to be familiar with
the term Richter scale, that numerical device which
compares the size of earthquakes. The magnitude is
calculated from the logarithmic scale of the intensity or
energy release of an earthquake, physically the amplitude
of the waves which, triggered by a certain geological
instability, propagate thru earth. By this mathematical
way of processing a shock with a magnitude of 3 on the
Richter scale, the energy release is approximately 30 times
more intense than with a 2. People for convenience sake
consider the earth as a static, zero reference to live on and
a tangible earthquake is a breath-taking impact, as if the
bottom of everything, including one’s own life, falls apart.
The experience leaves most of them, who have experienced
a shock, with a trauma and an unsafe feeling about what is
going to come next, particularly because their own home is
not a safe haven anymore.
As you know, the northern province of Groningen
accommodates deep below a halfway depleted gas
reservoir, named Slochteren. A consequence of the
gas production exposes itself as soil subsidence which
undermines foundations of buildings, which causes
damages and a lot of inconvenience to the inhabitants
of the region. NAM, as the liable operator, in principle
is equipped to produce gas and not so much to handle
enormous amounts of claims and repair works of living
places. Meanwhile woken-up by the never ceasing,
periodic bottom vibrations the company set-up a special
department to meet people’s complaints and wishes in
this respect. To the contrary, the government considers
the reservoir as an inexhaustible treasure and a nice
make-up for its yearly deficit. Politicians think differently
from industry. They operate far from the population,
they hardly communicate with the floor where things
are happening and with their 4 years mandate they tend
to be short-sighted. In this instance it may be noted
that the governmental city of The Hague is located at a
safe distance from Groningen. Recently the Minister in
charge, interrogated about the northern discomfort, used
astonishing terminology. He manifested himself as an
apathetic bureaucrat, describing the latest earthquake with
3.4 on the scale of Richter, as a “bevinkje”, a diminutive of
the Dutch word beving, which means quake. He suggested
it to be a little trembling, denigrating and belittling
wording. This sounded to the locals who are mixed-up

with the results of this act of God as a confirmation that
on behalf of the government he did not feel sorry for
those who suffer. A hell broke loose, and this member of
government hastened himself to explain that what he had
said was a slip of the tongue. Describing this statement in
this way he obviously tried to get rid of the consequence
of his blabbing, however, everyone knows what his real
thoughts had been. Let me be specific: “We need that gas,
so, in case of damage, repair and reinforce your houses,
submit a claim to NAM and for the rest <shut-up your
mouth>, you dumb, stupid AH ‘s”.

My comments? This politician, who by his loose tongue
maneuvered himself in a tight corner, had to talk himself
out. He felt he didn’t ’t need the truth for that. He could
not continue what was on his mind, a bevinkje which he
considered as of little importance and it only remained for
him to say what his entourage wished to hear him say: it
was a slip of the tongue.
Give this governmental representative, who doesn’t ’t
have his tongue under control, the sack. It is too late
to put a muzzle over his mouth. I reproach him not
only misjudgment of the interest of people living in the
earthquake zone, but also a straightforward lie and a
strong negative impact on the reputation of our industry.
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