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 May 21, 2015-General Section Meeting 

                         Topic: Water Impoundments Associated with Industrial Activities  
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Speaker: Gary Carlton and Todd Miller, Kennedy/
Jenks 

Date: Thursday, May 21, 2015 @ 11:30 AM 

Location: The Petroleum Club, 12th Floor, 5060 Cali-
fornia Avenue, Bakersfield 

Cost: With online payment or RSVP: $25 members, 

$30 non-members 

Reservations:  RSVP by Tuesday morning May 19
th , 

using one of the two options: 

Using the corresponding link below to pay online using your 

Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover or PayPal 

account: 

PayPal Link for SPE Members - $25 

PayPal Link for Non-SPE Members - $30 

                       OR contact  Pamela Willis at  

                         PTWillis@aeraenergy.com 

                                (661) 665-5449 

Walk-ins and attendees with email/phone RSVP must pay at 

the door.  Credit cards and cash accepted at the 

door.  RSVP no shows may be billed. 

                             ABSTRACT 

In 2014 the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Con-
trol Board (CVRWQCB) initiated plans to re-assess 
surface water impoundments associated with industrial 
activities (e.g., oil/gas exploration and production; agri-
culture; wastewater treatment).  The CVRWQCB initi-
ated the program by identifying and reviewing available 
information for each impoundment, assessing the ad-
ministrative disposition of the various permits, and the 
appropriateness of the permit conditions and require-
ments for protecting groundwater.  The CVRWQCB 
then inspected various facilities, gathered effluent wa-
ter quality data, and evaluated site conditions for each 
facility.  Based on the data reviewed and field observa-
tions, the CVRWQCB intends to either confirm the ap-
plicability and appropriateness of the discharge per-
mits, issue letters requiring operators provide additional 
information; issue cleanup and abatement orders; or 
provide cease and desist orders for each surface im-
poundment.  The presentation will provide a regulatory 
and industry perspective of the CVRWQCBôs expecta-
tions and how those expectations may impact current 
and future produced water handling operations. 

                                   SPEAKER 

Gary Carlton is a licensed professional civil engineer 
with over 40 years of professional technical and man-
agement experience in the field of environmental en-
gineering, including expertise in surface water and 
groundwater hydrologic studies; assessments of sec-
ondary- and tertiary-treated wastewater discharges to 
determine chemical, biological and bacteriological 
impacts on beneficial uses of surface and groundwa-
ter; and planning, design, construction, and operation 
of innovative, individual on-site wastewater treatment 
and disposal systems. In addition, Gary has consid-
erable experience managing and participating in the 
development of municipal and industrial wastewater 
conveyance and treatment systems, as well as de-
signing, constructing, and operating hazardous waste 
site investigation and clean-up systems. He has 
served as an expert witness to legal teams involving 
toxic tort and insurance recovery litigation. Gary ob-
tained his B.S. in civil engineering from University of 
California, Davis; and his M.S. in civil engineering 
from California State University, Sacramento. 

Todd Miller is a registered professional geologist 
and certified hydrogeologist with extensive experi-
ence working with California regulatory agencies and 
oil and gas clients. Todd serves as Kennedy/Jenksô 
Oil & Gas market sector leader and is responsible for 
understanding concerns and constraints associated  
with exploration and production activities, interfacing 
with clients and member agencies on project work, 
and communicating with local and state agencies and 
representatives. He has extensive experience on pro-
jects encompassing geologic and hydrogeologic as-
sessments, water quality characterizations and mod-
eling, and regulatory compliance and permitting. Cur-
rently, Todd is working with WSPA and itsô member 
companies to prepare water-related technical docu-
ments to support the Kern County EIR for amend-
ments to their zoning ordinances; and with explora-
tion and production companies on several produced 
water beneficial reuse, water quality evaluation, and 
aquifer exemption programs. 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=PUH7ZA37RQ52U
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=B9MT7MA4ZCCQE
mailto:PTWillis@aeraenergy.com


Page 3                                                                                                                                                                                       SJV SPE News  

From the Chair, Blythe Johnson, Chevron                   
BlytheJohnson@Chevron.com 
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From the Chair, Blythe Johnson, Chevron                   
BlytheJohnson@Chevron.com 

  
Dear Members 

This month we vote for our 2015 -2016 board! I encourage all our members to cast their vote . Last month 

at the Western Regional Meeting in Anaheim several of our SJV Chapter members were nominated for the 

2015 SPE Western Regional Awards. These awards recognize members who have provided an outstanding 

service and contributed in an exceptional way within SPE. This year there were outstanding nominees and 

though not all won, we would still like to thank and recognize their contributions and service to the industry.  

 
         *Nominees who won in their category  

 

Please join me in congratulating the 2015 SPE 

Western Regional Award Nominees from the 

SJV chapter!  

 

Sincerely  

Your SJV SPE 2014 -2015 Chair,  

Blythe Johnson  

Regional Completions Optimization and Technology Award:  William Minner *  

Regional Drilling Engineering Award:  

  

Jeffrey Quintana  

Stephen Cassidy*  

Regional Formation Evaluation Award:  Jeff Little  

Regional Management and Information Award:  

  

Peter Ashton  

Saul Hernandez  

Regional Production and Operations Award:  David Susko*  

Regional Projects, Facilities and Construction Award:  Evan Grishaber*  

Regional Reservoir Description and Dynamics Award:  David Chenot 

Regional Service Award:  

  

Jacquelyn Star  

Indar Singh*  

Regional Young Member Outstanding Service Award:  Mojtaba Ardali*  

Regional Distinguished Corporate Support Award:  Chevron United States*  
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  May 14, 2015- Subsurface Study Meeting 

Topic:  Evaluation of CO2-EOR and Storage Potential in Mature Oil Reservoirs  
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Speaker:      Dayanand Saini ð Assistant Professor - CSUB 

Date:          Thursday, May 14th, 2015  @ 11:30 AM 

Location:    The Petroleum Club, 12 th Floor, 5060 California 

Avenue, Bakersfield 

Cost:  RSVP by 12 noon Tuesday 12th  May 2015 

Using one of the three options: 

Using the corresponding link below to pay online using your 

Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover or PayPal 

account: 

Members $25 

Members- PayPal Link 

Non-Members $30 

Non_Members -PayPal Link 

Walk-ins and attendees with email/phone RSVP must pay by 

cash at the door.  RSVP no shows may be billed. 

Cost: Day of the event (cash only please):  

Members: $30, Non-Members: $35 

ABSTRACT: 

The selection of candidate reservoirs for future CO2 en-

hanced oil recovery (EOR) and storage projects greatly relies 

on methodical screening and detailed site specific evalua-

tions. 

Once suitable reservoirs are identified in an initial screening 

for further evaluation, CO2-Prophet screening model could 

be used for a better understanding of proposed EOR project 

performance and site specific incidental CO2 storage prior 

to launching detailed and time consuming reservoir simula-

tion studies. Such approach can be used for making initial 

business decisions such as selection of prospective pilot 

sites or field acquisition while avoiding the need of detailed 

reservoir simulation studies. 

This paper reports on the use of publicly available geological 

and reservoir data and CO2-Prophet model for performing 

such analysis for two deep mature light oil reservoirs situ-

ated in the Kern County, California. In initial screening, these 

reservoirs have already been found amenable for CO2-EOR 

and storage. The results presented in the study demonstrate 

that deep and mature light oil reservoirs of Kern County, 

California, have potential for large scale (injection of more 

than 1 million metric tons of CO2 per year) CO2-EOR and 

storage projects. 

SPEAKERS: 

Dayanand Saini  

Dr. Dayanand Saini is currently an assistant professor in the Department of Physics and Engineering of the California State 

University, Bakersfield (CSUB). Prior to joining the CSUB, He worked at the Energy and Environmental Research Center 

(EERC) of the University of North Dakota, Grand Forks, as Research Manager-Reservoir Engineering. He has also worked as 

a Reservoir Engineer with Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited, India, from 2001 to 2006. His principle areas of re-

search interests and expertise include thermal and non-thermal enhanced oil recovery, numerical reservoir modeling, rock/

fluids interactions, minimum miscibility pressure, pressure transient analysis, and general reservoir engineering topics. Dr. 

Saini received a Ph.D. degree in Petroleum Engineering from the Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, in 2011. He is 

the recipient of 2009 Nico Van Wingen memorial graduate fellowship awarded by the Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPE) 

Foundation. He is also the faculty advisor for the SPE Student Chapter at the CSUB. 

Co-Author: 

Ivan Jimenez 

Ivan Jimenez is currently working with California Resources Corporation (CRC) as an Engineering Technical Specialist for the 

Asset Development team of Central Valley Operations. At the CRC, he is responsible for creating wellbore schematics for 

UIC projects, review mechanical integrity of wells to find suitable candidates for workover, and write workover programs for 

abandonment and well stimulation purposes. 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=QFM29GG7KTSQU
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=SW4CPFLG35AMJ


POSITION  

 

NAME  

 

COMPANY  

 

PHONE  

 

E-MAIL  

 

Section Chair  Blythe Johnson Chevron (661) 281-5713 BlytheJohnson@chevron.com 

Program  Pamela Willis Aera Energy LLC (661) 869-5790 PTWillis@aeraenergy.com 

Secretary  Jeff Kim  California Resources Corp. (661) 412-5507 Jeff.kim@crc.com  

Treasurer  Keith Kostelnik  California Resources Corp. (661) 412-5427 Keith.Kostelnik@crc.com  

Surface Study Group      

Sub -Surface Study 

Group  
Indar Singh  Aera Energy LLC (661) 665-5243 ISingh@aeraenergy.com 

Newsletter Editor  Mojtaba  (Reza) Ardali  California Resources Corp. (661) 412-5221 Mojtaba.Ardali@crc.com  

Newsletter Co -Editor  David Susko Baker Hughes (661) 336-3408  David.Susko@bakerhughes.com 

Website  
Administration  

    

Continuing Education 
Program  

Craig Pauley Chevron (661) 391-4360 CraigPauley@chevron.com 

Continuing Education 

Arrangements  
Rakesh Trehan California Resources Corp. (661) 412-5486 Rakesh.Trehan@crc.com  

Activities  Matthew Merrimer  Chevron (661) 448-84015 mminemier@chevron.com  

Community Outreach 

Education  
Tom Hampton  Aera Energy LLC (661) 665-5227 TJHampton@aeraenergy.com 

Young Professionals 

Liaison  
Cenk Temizel Aera Energy LLC  CTemizel@aeraenergy.com 

Award Nominations  Jesse Frederick WZI Inc.  (661) 326-1112 jfrdrck@wziinc.com  

Western NA Regional         

Director  
Tom Walsh Petrotechnical Resources (907) 230-9840  twalsh@petroak.com 

Student Chapter  
Faculty Advisor  

Dayanand Saini  CSUB (661) 654-2845 dsaini@csub.edu  

Student Chapter  
President  

Cristian Garcia  CSUB (661) 802-3058 csub.spe@outlook.com  

 
SJV SPE Board of Directors  

2014 - 2015  
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2015 SPE Western Regional Meeting Highlights 
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Helge Hove Haldorsen  

SPE President, gives his take on current oil prices, 

the future of E&P and his vision for SPE at confer-

ence luncheon.   

 Thomas Walsh  

SPE Western North America  

Region Director  

Ted Frankiewicz  

Spec Services  

Co-Chairperson  

Baldev Gill  

City of Long Beach  

Co-Chairperson  



2015 SPE Western Regional MeetingðAwards  
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Stephen Cassidy, Chevron (Middle)  

Drilling Engineering Award  

David Susko, Bakerhughes  

Production and Operations Award   

Evan Grishaber, Aera  

Projects, Facilities and Construction 

Indar Singh, Aera  

Regional Service Award  

Helge Haldorsen (SPE president) and Tom Walsh ( SPE Western North America  

Region Director) presented the awards at the conference luncheon.  



 

2015 SPE Western Regional Meetingï Awards  
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Chevron United States (Blythe Johnson)   

Regional Distinguished Corporate Support Award   

Mojtaba Ardali, CRC  

Young Member Outstanding Service Award   

2015 SPE Western Regional Meeting Awardees  

 



 

2015 SPE Western Regional Meeting  

ñOld Horizons, New Horizons Through  

Enabling Technologyò 
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San Joaquin SPE Section Volunteers at 2015 Western Regional Meeting.  

Thanks to the volunteers who helped chair the technical sessions at 2015 

Western Regional Meeting.  

Malcolm Allan, Aera (Middle)  

Pam Willis, Aera (Left)  Nabil El Shaari, CRC (Middle)  

Rakesh Trehan, CRC (Left)  

Facilities & Water Management 

Session 

Ray Clanton, CRC (Middle)  

Mason Medizade, CalPoly (Left)  

Peter Ashton also chaired Data 

Driven Analytics Session  

Nabil El Shaari, CRC (Middle)  

Rakesh Trehan, CRC (Left)  

Production Operations & Drilling Sessions  Health, Safety and Environment Session  



 

2015 SPE Western Regional Meeting  
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PROFESSIONAL SPOTLIGHT  

 

In April, California once again hosted the SPE Western Regional Meeting.  As in pre-

vious years, the San Joaquin Valley Chapter of SPE was well represented in the 

awards categories.  In this monthôs spotlight, we get to know more about the recipient 

of the 2015 SPE North American Western Region Award for Completions Optimiza-

tion and Technology.  Meet fracturing expert and prolific author Bill Minner of Min-

ner Engineering, Inc.  

Bill Minner   

SPE SJV: Tell us how you become one of the leading experts in stimulation on the  West Coast. 

Bill :  I started in 1980 with Unocal Production Research in Brea.  I then became a Hydraulic Fracturing Advisor 

in the Science and Technology Group.  In 1995, I joined Pinnacle Technologies and opened the Bakersfield of-

fice.  I had worked with Chris Wright and Pinnacle Technologies a few years before on a project in the Santa 

Maria Basin.  Becoming a consultant was an easy transition as I essentially had the same role internally with 

Unocal for several years.  Pinnacle was acquired by Carbo which later sold off the mapping portion of the busi-

ness but retained the software and engineering consulting groups which became StrataGen.  We parted ways 

when StrataGen closed the California office and wanted to move me to Houston.  

SPE SJV: You preferred to stay in California.  

Bill:  I was born and raised in Bakersfield, and I want to stay here.  On more than one occasion Iôve avoided the 

black-hole gravitational pull of Houston.  There is a disconnect in my mind between the words ñHoustonò and 

ñhomeò! 

SPE SJV: How do you feel the industry portrays the image of well stimulation?  

Bill: Itôs key for us to be open, honest and present a realistic image.  I am a steering team member for the Cali-

fornia Council on Science & Technology performing the technical evaluation of well stimulation activities regu-

lated by the California SB4 legislation.  There is a broad mix of members including some college professors, but 

I am the only member of industry providing guidance and expressing my thoughts on their findings.   

SPE SJV: How often do you meet with CCST? 

Bill:  We have a conference call every Thursday and the occasional meeting.  We once had a field trip where the 

group came down to the San Joaquin Valley to visit Elk Hills and Lost Hills.  

SPE SJV: What do you enjoy most about working in the consulting role?  

Bill:  The variety.  Working for an operator, oneôs influence may be focused on a specific field or project.  As a 

consultant, I have been able gain practical expertise and experience in many different fields all throughout Cali-

fornia.  Also, I found that working in the small company environment just suits me better.  

 



Many aspects of liquids-rich development remain experimental, even controversial, and the pace at 

which they are evolving is remarkable. At this workshop we will continue pushing the subject forward, dis-

cussing technological advances that are unfolding, and those that are still needed. 

Topics of interest will include: 

¶ Understanding fluid flow and fluid-rock interaction within ultratight formations 

¶ Characterization of relevant rocks and fluids 

¶ How liquids-rich production systems change with time 

¶ Surveillance techniques to enhance our understanding of dynamic system behavior 

¶ Predictive modeling and reserves determination 

¶ Finding the right completion and stimulation designs for a particular formation and well spacing 

¶ Reliable and socially sustainable development of liquids-rich resources on a massive scale 

¶ Examples from active plays including the Permian Basin 

If the development of liquids-rich resources is important to you, mark your calendar for May 

2015 to be part of an opportunity to improve the development of your resources. 

                                                 http://www.spe.org/events/15apve/  

 

                                                 Deadline : Early Registration deadline is  17 April.  

 

Venue  

Terranea Resort  

6610 Palos Verdes Drive South  

Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275  

Tel: 310.265.2800  
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 Register Today  

http://www.terranea.com/
http://www.spe.org/events/15apve/pages/general/registration.php
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 Register Today  

SPE Forum: Flow Assurance ïThe 
Future State of the Art  

 

31 Mayï1 June 2015 | Newport Beach, 

California, USA 

You are invited to apply for the SPE Forum, on 

Flow AssuranceïThe Future State of the Art. 

The field of flow assurance has grown in concern 

to all operators. This forum will focus on the major 

issues in flow assurance, which draws expertise 

from a diversity of disciplines, and deals with miti-

gating substances which can block pipelines, in-

cluding hydrates, waxes, scale, sand, and asphal-

tenes. 

The deposition and blockages by these sub-

stances are regulated to some degree by multi-

phase flow which frequently involves at least three 

phases: gas, liquid hydrocarbon, and an aqueous 

phase, in addition to one or more of the above five 

solids. 

This forum will consider parallels developing in other 

flow assurance areas, e.g.waxes, scale, sand, and as-

phaltenes.  

What are forums? 

SPE Forums are unique, by-invitation-only SPE events 

that bring together top technologists, innovators, and man-

agers to address a specific industry challenge. Partici-

pants are encouraged to come prepared to contribute their 

experience and knowledge, rather than be spectators or 

students  

What are forums? 

SPE Forums are unique, by-invitation-only SPE events 

that bring together top technologists, innovators, and man-

agers to address a specific industry challenge. Partici-

pants are encouraged to come prepared to contribute their 

experience and knowledge, rather than be spectators or 

students  

Get Involved 

SPE Forums offer an exclusive opportunity to discuss 

complex industry challenges with top technologists, inno-

vators, and managers. Learn more about SPE forums 

online. 

View the forum website  for more details on this  event. 

A written summary will be prepared and distributed to 

participants after the forum at the discretion of the pro-

gram committee and SPE approval.   

http://www.spe.org/events/15fus3/pages/general/registration.php
http://www.spe.org/events/15apve/pages/general/registration.php
http://email.specommunications.org/UqR704T0TL0Lub03lI000Po
http://email.specommunications.org/UqR704T0TL0Lub03lI000Po
http://email.specommunications.org/UqR704T0TL0Lub03lI000Po
http://email.specommunications.org/p0400L0lUT0q0SILuT07ob3
http://email.specommunications.org/iVbL0ILl7TT00u000oq3T04
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Find out more and register at http://www.spe.org/training/courses/HWC.php 

Registration Deadline: May 15th 2015.  
























