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From the Chair, Jesse  Frederick, WZI 
jfrdrck@wziinc.com 



 

POSITION 

 

NAME 

 

COMPANY 

 

PHONE 

 

E-MAIL 

 

Section Chair Jesse Frederick WZI Inc. (661) 326-1112 jfrdrck@wziinc.com 

Program Blythe Miron Chevron (661) 281-5713 bmmiron@gmail.com 

Membership Neil Malpiede Naftex Operating Co. (661) 809-0139 nmalpiede@naftex,com 

Secretary Keith Kostelnik Vintage Production Calif. (661) 412-5580 Keith_Kostelnik@oxy.com 

Treasurer Pamela Willis Aera Energy LLC (661) 869-5790 PTWillis@aeraenergy.com 

Surface Study Group Jeff Kim Aera Energy LLC (661) 665-7420 HJKim@aeraenergy.com 

Sub-Surface Study 
Group 

Orhan Pashayev Oxy Inc. 661-412-5173 Orkhan_Pashayev@oxy.com 

Newsletter Editor Tom Hampton Aera Energy LLC (661) 665-5227 TJHampton@aeraenergy.com 

Newsletter Co-Editor Mojtaba Ardali Oxy Inc. (661) 412-5444 Mojtaba_Ardali@oxy.com 

Website  
Administrator 

Rakesh Trehan Halliburton (661) 391-1969 rakesh.trehan@halliburton.com 

Continuing Education 
Program 

Terry Kloth 

 
PG&E & 

Zodiac Exploration Inc. 
 

(661) 342-1068 

(661) 398-5952 
TLKB@pge.com 

Continuing Education 
Arrangements 

TBD    

Activities Tara Butler Enova Solutions (661) 327-2405 Tbutler@enovaes.com 

Community Outreach 
Education 

David Susko Baker Hughes (661) 342-0691 David.Susko@bakerhughes.com 

Young Professionals 
Liaison 

Tarang Lal Aera Energy LLC (661) 979-4697 TLal@aeraenergy.com 

Award Nominations Max Solanki Oxy Inc. (661) 412-5194 Max_Solanki@Oxy.com 

Western NA Regional         
Director 

Tom Walsh Petrotechnical Resources (907) 230-9840 twalsh@petroak.com 

Student Chapter  
Faculty Advisor 

Dr. Dana  Abouenasr CSUB (661) 654-2661 dabouelnasr@csub.edu 

Student Chapter  
President 

Chris Reedy CSUB (661) 802-3058 chris.reedy@live.com 

 

SJV SPE Board of Directors 
2013- 2014 
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Announcing the SPE SJV Section Monthly Networking Bash 
The September Sponsor is 

                                                  

 

Thursday, September 26th, 2013 

5:30-7:30 @ 

Lengthwise Brewery “The Pub” - Northwest 

2900 Calloway Drive 

 

SPE Networking bashes are held monthly as a service to our members.   

This is a great opportunity to come out and meet people from all areas of our industry in a 

social setting. 

Our sponsor generously provides appetizers for your enjoyment while you are meeting new 

people 

or visiting with a long time colleague. 

Non-member guests are always welcome to attend. 

RSVP to Tara Butler @ tbutler@enovaes.com or 661-319-4022 

Society of Petroleum Engineers 

SPE SJV Section Monthly Networking Bash 

mailto:tbutler@enovaes.com
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The SPE SJV Section would like to thank 

 Weatherford for sponsoring our  

August Networking Bash! 

 

Wireline Services 

Tubing Conveyed Perforating 

Secure Drilling Services 

 

SPE Networking bashes are held monthly as a service to our members and are 

great opportunities to come out and meet people from all areas of our industry 

 in a social setting. 
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HIGHLIGHTS of AUGUST  

Look back on 8/15/2013 General Section Meeting 

An excellent and informative presentation was made by Mahmood Rahman, Aera Energy, LLC on the chal-

lenges of full field implementation of Fiber-Optic DTS for monitoring injection profile in Belridge Field, CA.  

It was practical and useful to see the cost reduction over time from pilot to full field implementation and future 

plans.  Further information on this can be found in SPE 163694, “The Challenges of Full Field Implementation 

of Fiber-Optic DTS for Monitoring Injection Profile in Belridge Field, California.” 

Left to right, Pam Willis, SJV SPE Treasurer (filling in for Blythe 

Miron, SJV SPE Program Chair)  and Mahmood Rahman, Aera 

Energy,  
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Mojtaba Ardali, 

SPE, is a Reservoir 

Engineer with 

Oxy . At Oxy, he 

works for Shale 

Development and 

EOR team and he is involved in 

EOR reservoir simulation studies. 

He recently graduated from Texas 

A&M University and during his 

PhD, he conducted research in 

thermal recovery especially 

SAGD process for Canadian res-

ervoirs.  His areas of interest in-

clude reservoir modeling, produc-

tion surveillance and hydraulic 

fracturing. Mojtaba has been an 

SPE member since 2004 and is a 

author of seven SPE papers. He 

serves on the SPE SJV Board 

since 2013. 

PROFESSIONAL SPOTLIGHT 

Since January 2013, Scott Sindelar has been the 

Chief Reservoir Engineer for Vintage Production 

California, LLC.  He is currently responsible for 

supporting the reserve reporting process, technical 

review, training/career development and mentor-

ing of reservoir engineers.  Scott has been working 

as an engineer in the oil industry for 25 years.  

Prior to Vintage, he worked 12 years for Occi-

dental of Elk Hills (OEHI) in Planning and Reser-

voir Engineering.  During his time at OEHI, Scott 

worked on a significant number of reservoirs in-

cluding:  the Etchegoin, Eastern Shallow Oil 

Zone, Stevens, and deeper zones.  He has consid-

erable experience in different displacement pro-

cesses such as primary, waterflood, gas cap injec-

tion/gravity drainage, and CO2 flood.  Previous to 

Oxy, Scott worked 12 years for ARCO Alaska 

(Anchorage) in various capacities of Operations, 

Exploration, and Reservoir Engineering, and has co-authored AAPG and SPE papers.  Scott graduated 

from Montana Tech University in 1988 with a B.S. in Petroleum Engineering.  He is married to Suzan, 

and is the proud father of Nathan (Bakersfield College) and Ashley (UC Merced). 

SPE SJV: Please tell us a little bit about your current work responsibilities? 

SS: I couldn’t have asked for  a better  job to wake up and come to work in the morning.  As par t of 

my job, I get the opportunity to mentor incredibly smart early career engineers and help them avoid the 

mistakes I made early on.  I have quite a bit of latitude in my current role to help on projects/processes 

within Vintage and across Occidental.  I also try to bring a reservoir engineering viewpoint into Oxy’s 

geologic field trips, trying to help engineers and geologists understand each other’s world better.  I have 

to say the geologists are way ahead of me on this, so I need to step up my game. 

SPE SJV: What is the most interesting assignment / project you worked on that really stands out 

for you? 

SS:  It is difficult to r eally pick one project as the most interesting.  It’s been a blessing to have 

assisted and lead several great projects with people much smarter than I am.  I’ve been involved in 

Downhole Emulsion Breaker Injection (DEBI) development, EOR pilot development, through-tubing 

sidetracking, and the exploration finds of 1 billion barrels of recoverable oil in a 10 year period in the 

Alaskan oil fields. 

SPE SJV: You have extensive experience in variety of recovery processes including Enhanced Oil 

Recovery (EOR) . I would like to know your opinion about current status of EOR and its future?  

SS: Plain and simple, the future will be EOR.  In most reservoirs, we leave more than half of the oil 

behind.  Economics and technology will be the deciding factors that will allow us to go after it.   

Do you know someone who has 

done something special or would 

like to share his/her insight on 

the profession?                  Nomi-

nate your colleague                                       

for Professional Spotlight! 

Send your suggestions to  

Mojtaba_ardali@oxy.com 

ASK  

SPE PROFFESIONAL ! 

 Have a question you want to ask a 

Professional in Spotlight? Very easy!                  

Send your questions to 

mojtaba_ardali@oxy.com 

or  
TJHampton@aeraenergy.com 

and the best ones will be included 

into interviews! 

NOMINATE YOUR  
COLLEAGUE TODAY! 

SCOTT SINDELAR 

 

mailto:knosova@slb.com
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PROFESSIONAL SPOTLIGHT: SCOTT SINDELAR 
(continued from previous page) 

I see a lot of opportunities for EOR, but sometimes the problem in implementing EOR is in our own heads.  As I 

said, I have had the opportunity to work with some great problem solvers.   In one instance, we had a very thick, 

high perm, and high kv/kh reservoir that was not a target for miscible injectant (MI) because of gravity override.  

We developed the Miscible Injectant Stimulation (MIST) solution where a well was sidetracked horizontally to the 

sand base.  Then the toe was selectively perforated and the MI was injected at very high rates to create a “plume” of 

mobilized oil to the remaining producers.  The toe perfs were then abandoned, moved back a couple hundred feet, 

and the process repeated.  That made it an economic project; the thinking was changed from “it can’t be done” to 

“what will it take to make this work?” 

SPE SJV: What is the best or worst trend you see happening in our industry? In addition, I would like to 

know how you keep up with new technologies in your field? 

SS:  Let’s hit both of those at the same time and I’ll sum it up in two words – Shale Development.  Twenty-five 

years ago when I came out of school, shale was a cap rock or a barrier to flow within your reservoir.  The innova-

tion and change in thinking to make the Shale plays economic across the United States is tremendous which makes 

it a best trend.  By the same token, a lot of early career engineers have been brought up during the Shale explosion, 

and only understand horizontal drilling and fracturing.  I have found it difficult to find  engineers with 10 or less 

years in the industry with waterflood and EOR experience who can come in and hit the ground running.  I know we 

are going to see significant changes in the next 25 years, and I believe having those waterflood and EOR skill sets 

will be important for unlocking more from the Shales and other hydrocarbon resources. 

To keep up with new technologies SPE is indispensible with conferences and publications.  I try to read the JPT 

each month and attend SPE conferences when possible.  I also try to keep up with new technologies in other disci-

plines outside reservoir engineering.  Sometimes great ideas can come from outside our industry. 

SPE SJV: What is the key for successful career in our business from your perspective? 

SS:  Being technically competent and having the ability to get along with people.  I would recommend 7 Hab-

its of Highly Effective People by Steven Covey to all  people – both early in their career as well as experienced.  I 

try to use those 7 habits all the time.  Along those lines, I try to implement what a supervisor told me early in my 

career:  “work the issues, not the people”.  I also try to understand what it takes to do other people’s jobs.  That way 

I understand what they need and when, so hopefully we can work more productively as a team. 

SPE SJV: Work-life balance is a hot topic in many industries as job demands get higher and higher. How do 

you balance work, health, and the family?  

SS: My attempts to balance these things are as follows:  when I’m at work, I try to be as efficient with my 

time as possible.  I try to work hard so that when I leave the office I feel like I’ve had as productive a day as possi-

ble.  Family time is family time.  On the health front:  early in my career when my children were young, I found that 

I had to exercise at lunch otherwise I was taking time away from the family.  I still make the time to exercise every 

day at lunch.  I find that I’m more productive in the afternoon than if I just ate lunch.  I’m very fortunate that my 

wife enjoys all the same activities that I do.  It makes health and family one in the same. 

SPE SJV: What keeps you busy outside of work?  

SS: Finding great vacation destinations with Suzan and our  fr iends.  The story comes to mind of how we were 

listening to a Celtic band at Lengthwise, and within 1 week a trip to Ireland was booked.  I enjoy the snow (skiing 

and snowboarding) and the water (rafting).  A good snow season in the Sierras results in the opportunity for me to 

take people rafting on the Kern. Suzan and I just got back from rowing down the Colorado River through the Grand 

Canyon (16 days and 280 miles).  Eat your hearts out geologists:  I’ve put my hands on “The Great Unconformi-

ty” (over a billion years of missing time)! 

 

 



Thank you notes from Scholarship Recipients 

(Your Support of SJV SPE helps with Scholarships!) 
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PROFESSIONAL REGISTRATION REVIEW 
 

COURSE FOR PETROLEUM ENGINEERING 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:   The Course covers most topics that are found on the State Board  
                                                                                                                                                    Petroleum    Engineering Professional Examination.           
 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND:       Engineers who are planning on taking the PE Examination in  
                                                                                                                                                   Petroleum     Engineering this fall.    
 
INSTRUCTOR:                                                               Bing Wines, PE 
 

BAKERSFIELD COURSE:      (8:00 AM - 6:00 PM),   Tuesday through Friday, 
                                                                                                                                                    September 3 – September 6, 2013 
 

For More Information:    405-822-6761      
E Mail:  bingwines@cox.net 

Web Site:  winrockengineeringinc.com 
WINROCK ENGINEERING, INC. 

P. O. BOX 42296 OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, 73123  

68% Pass 2012 Petroleum PE Exam 
 

NCEES and the State Engineering Boards released their 2012 Professional Engineering Exam re-
sults in February.  Nationwide, the Petroleum Engineering Exam recorded a 68% pass rate.  The 
Petroleum first time takers passed at a 79% rate.  The estimated pass rates of a few other engi-
neering disciplines were: 
 
Chemical  58%                                           Agricultural  71%                                  Civil  56%                                                                                                             Fire Protection  52%                     
  Electrical  58%                                            Industrial  74%                                             Environm’tal  55%                                                               Metallurgical  48% 
Mechanical 64%                                  Mining   70%                                                         Nuclear  56%                                                                                           Control Systems 71% 
 
The Petroleum pass rates in 2012 for a few states: 
 
Alaska  100%                                                Louisiana  71%                                           California   57%                                                                               Oklahoma    88% 
Colorado      88%                           Texas    67% 
 
What are the requirements to take the Petroleum PE Exam?  Today, California requires that you 
have: 
       1. An engineering, math or science degree. 
       2. Passed the Fundamentals, or EIT Exam. 
       3. At least four years of professional experience. 
 
Interested?  Contact the California State Engineering Board at (916) 263-2230 for application 
forms.  State web sites are also available at:  www.ncees.org/licensure/licensing_boards.  The Cali-
fornia application deadline to take this years PE Exam is May 1, 2013.  This year’s test will be giv-
en on Friday, October 25, 2013. 
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SJV SPE Continuing Education 

Thermal Oil Recovery 
 

SHORT COURSE:  OCTOBER 28-29, 2013 (M, Tu, W) 
PRACTICAL 3-DAY COURSE, EXPERIENCED INSTRUCTORS, USEFUL PC PROGRAMS  
 

Course Description:  This 3-day thermal recovery course is designed to provide an understanding of heat and fluid flow in 

heavy oil reservoirs, predic-tion of thermal performance, and a review of field experience. Special attention is paid to current tech-
nologies such as operation of mature steamfloods, horizontal well applications, SAGD, VAPEX, etc.  
The course is designed for reservoir and production engineers but will also be useful for geologists, technicians and managers 
working in heavy oil production.  
Easy-to-use PC programs and spreadsheets are provided to help the participants understand thermal processes and make engi-
neering predictions.  

Texts:  Attendees will receive a comprehensive revised manual.  

Computer Programs:  IBM PC programs in Visual Basic and Excel worksheets are provided to estimate steam zone development, 
heat loss, cyclic steaming performance, pressure drop in steam lines, steamflood performance, SAGD calculations, etc.  

Instructors:  Farouq Ali has taught similar short courses to over 7000 industry participants during the past 48 years. He specializ-
es in thermal recovery and simulation. Farouq Ali has written three books and over 500 technical papers on these subjects. He has 
designed more than 40 oil recovery projects in various countries. Among many awards, he received the 1997 SPE Thermal Recov-
ery Pio-neer, 2007 SPE Anthony F. Lucas, 2002 SPE Improved Recovery Pioneer and 1996 SPE Lester C. Uren awards. He is a 
member of the U.S. National Academy of Engineering.  
Jeff Jones is Vice President, Reservoir Engineering with E & B Resources, in Bakersfield, and has over 40 years’ experience in all facets of ther-

mal recovery engineering. Jeff has worked on steamflood, cyclic steaming, and in situ combustion projects, and has experience with reser-voir, 

production, and facilities engineering. An accomplished programmer, he has published many technical papers and  

holds a number of U.S. patents on thermal recovery related devices. Jeff received Society of Petroleum Engineers' Production Engineering Award 

in 2002. He was a SPE Distinguished Lecturer for 2004-2005. He received the Society of Petroleum Engineers’ Thermal Recovery Pio-neer award 

in 2010.  

Location:  Four Points Sheraton, Inn, 5101 California Ave.  

Registration fee is $3,300, Call (780) 461-2944, Fax (780) 461-8494, e-mail: farouq@telusplanet.net 

OUR 35TH YEAR  
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A Multi-Discipline, Planning, Engineering, Design, 

Project Management and Safety Services Firm 

Since 1985 

WWW.ProU.COM 
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SUPPORT  THE  SJV  SPE  NEWSLETTER BY PURCHASING  ADVERTISING SPACE 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTED TO THE SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY SECTION  

MEMBERS FREE OF CHARGE.  A PDF OF THE NEWSLETTER IS POSTED TO THE WEBSITE . 

Rates start at only $25/month. 

E-mail the SJV SPE Newsletter Editors for more info at TJHampton@AeraEnergy.com. 

Thomas J. Hampton, SPE Board Member 

Aera Energy, LLC 

10000 Ming Avenue 

Bakersfield, CA  

Or Preferably Email to  

TJHampton@AeraEnergy.com 


